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Office <>f the Commissionees of the 

District of Columbia, 
Washington, November 26, 1878. 

• 

To 1 in' President : 

Selected by yon i<> be Connnissiohers under tli<> act of Congress pro- 
viding ;i pennanent form of government tor the District of Columbia, 

approved Jnne 11, 1878, we entered 01 r <luti« s on .Inly 1 last, and 

organized ini liat.lv as a board bythe .'lection of a president. Itnov 

becomes onr further duty, under said act, to present to yon for trans- 
mission to Congress our nrst report. 

The Commissioners of the Districl of Columbia, appointed under the 
acl of Congress approved .Inn.' 20, 1S74. mail.' tour animal reports, 
bringing down the record of their transactions, however, only to No- 
vember! 1*77 Tin- reports of the head* ofthe several departments of 

the Districl goven >nt, wibmitted herewith, exhibit the fcransactaons 

Con. November l. l*T7. to .Inn.' 30, 1878, and complete the record of the 
former commission government. 

I. is proposed hereafter to snbmil both report? and estimates to cor- 
respond « itli tli.' fiscal year observed by the United states. 

The condition of the streets and sewers ot t ie city presents the most 

serious question the Commissioners have had to consider, embracing 
outlays ,'f an imperative character, which the present revenue ofthe 

Districl is inadequate t <•(. otherwise than by extending the work 

through several years of time, while health, convenience, Peeress, ana 
the maintenance of property values are dependent upon ite .being 
promp.lv .lone. Under ordinary circumstances the treasury 
ri. t on the present basis of taxation, would he able to meet all reason- 
llle'dc n ds for improvements; but the extent of rotten woo, pav£ 

ments and the evil of overflow from the sewers have grown to propor- 
tions beyond the scoi f current revenues. 

The Commissioners, in obedience to the requirement of the act ol 
June II. 1878, submitted to the Secretary of < u rJ\ { '"TV S T:*Z^r 
the fiscal vea ending June .!<>, 1879, ami .lime 30, 880* lor fee .former 

of these vears the estimated expenditures were made to h 11 hm fee 
estimated receipts; but for the latter year he estimated fX^dltureS, 
including a supplemental estimate, exceed the estimated «^ J> 
•1,339,886.84. ( ireat embarrassment bas been caused 1 »y fee 
to present such estimates .1 they have been submitt. do ,,lj the ex 

pectation that some way might be devised by Congress, through a tern 
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poraiy advance or otherwise, to enable the Wstricl to remove tin- rotten 
pavements, and to construct a system of auxiliary sewers. The work 
included In these estimates would place the present paved streets and 
the sewers in a thoroughly good and substantial condition, rendering 
the scale of expenditures thereafter much less than that embraced w 
the estimates for these tw o years, and would place the finances oi the 
District in such condition that on the present basis of revenue $500,000 

per vear co uld b(B set apart, if necessary, to repay the advance suggested 
as a way out of this difficulty. 

In this connection we venture to refer to the exhibit which lias been 
prepared under the direction of the Treasury Department, showing aU 

the expenditures made from the national Treasury for national and 
District purposes within the District of Columbia from L790 to L876. 
From this exhibit it appears that the total expenditure by the I nited 
States Government within the District since the foundation of the capi 
tal city to the year of 1876 had been $92,112,306.87. of this amount. 
$29,311,950.66 w as expended for local government purposes and lor pur 
poses in which the people of the District had joint interest with the 
United States ; but the general government realized about $2,000,000, as 

far as we can learn, from the sale of lots in Washington. Making ; this 
deduction, it appears that the whole expenditures paid directly from 
the United States Treasury amount to $27,311,050.66. This sum em- 
braces, besides the usual aid t«> police, health, and tire departments, ex- 
penditures for improving the public grounds — Capitol and Presidential 
included, the Botanical Garden, together with their keepers, watchmen, 
laborers, and all other current expenses ; the construction and mainte- 
nance of hospitals, infirmaries, and jails; the support of prisoners at 
penitentiaries; the cost of courts; the whole expenditure of the Wash- 
ington aqueduct ; all appropriations for bridges, improvement of streets 
and avenues; for the Washington Canal and filling up oi the same, the 
jail and court house at Alexandria, the cit> hall in Washington, Frced- 
men's Hospital, and numerous ot her purposes. The only expenditure for 
public institutions not included, in which the people of the I district have 
any interest, is the hospital lor the insane, and the reason for this omis- 
sion is, that the District has paid for the maintenance of its patients. 

A statement of the amount of tax assessed upon property in Washing- 
ton from the year 1800 to 1<S7(> has been prepared by the officers of the 
District, as follows : 



Aggregate amount as reported 4 . $32,007,255 70 

Ada collections for licenses, rents, &c 4,078,626 12 

Add water department rents. 626,838 92 

Add expenditures by Georgetown 3,500,000 00 

Add expenditures by county 2,000,000 <><> 

Add expenditures by Alexandria prior to 1846, date of retrocession to 

Vir^iniii 1,250,000 00 

Add outstanding District funded debt 8,363, 100 00 

Add outstanding 3.65 bonds 1:5. 74:;, •.>:.<> 00 



Total expended by the people of the District 65, 560, :'>70 T 1 

> 

Deducting the amount of the bonded debl above stated from 
*(>5,r>(><>,;>70.74, there still remains an absolute paid-up expenditure, as 
follows : 

By the people of the District of $43 462 720 74 

Expended by the United states 27*311,950 00 



If an equal division of the expenditures tor the local government be- 
tween the United States and the District of Columbia is a just one, as is 
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now admitted, fchen the Dnlted States is in equity a debtor to the Dis- 
trict of Columbia as above shown. 

Our purpose in displaying 1 1m s«- figures is to invite attention to the 
claim the District now has to be assisted l>y the general government, 
and to urge this claim upon the attention of Congress in connection with 
the plan of relief from the burden of public debt which we present here, 
as well as to the need for an advance of money to put the cities of the 
District in proper order. The debl once placed upon the footing referred 
to. the streets repaired, and sewers enlarged as contemplated in the esti- 
mates submitted, the proportionate yearly appropriation by the United 
States would be thereafter diminished. 

THE DEBT. 

The burden of the public debl weighs heavily. Payment <>f interest 
alone absorbs about one third of receipts from all sources, including the 
50 per centum contributed by the United States. To this sum must be 
added a large amount for sinking fund to pay the principal. Thus more 
than one -third of the revenue < >f the District, yearafter year, goes to the 
public debt as now funded. Three hundred and forty thousand dollars 
per annum are required to pay off the District debt within the time of 
the maturity of the larger portion, and a further sum of $100,000 per 
annum to pay off- the 3.66 bonds, payable more than forty-six years hence; 
in all. a payment of I 1 10,000 per vear on the sinking-rand account. It 
is not practicable, in view of other current requirements, to set apart 
such an amount from the present revenues. Renewal of bonds must 

therefore follow when those outstanding mature. 

The 3.65 bonds form nearly two-thirds of the indebtedness tor which 

the District revenues are made to provide. These are obligations of the 
United states. 

The act of June 11, 1878, commits the United States to the payment 
of 50 per centum of the expenses of the District government Interest 
and sinking thud for the 3.65 bonds and the funded indebtedness of the 
District form a large part of the expenses. Any measure that reUeyes 
the District of a portion of the burden of this debt relieves the United 
States to the same extent. This consideration has led us to submit 

herewith a plan of relief, which lessens the yearly requirement on ac- 
count of the debt, while securing its extinguishment within a flxefl 
period, and in no way adds to the responsibility of the United states. 
This plan contemplates a loan by the United States to the District of 
lift wear 4 per centum bond., to be used in refunding all said outstand- 
ing indebtedness, the District securities taken in the exehan-e to be held 
as collateral by the United States until this special issue to the Ibstrict 
shall have been redeemed and canceled, as proposed herein. I Jicsc 
securities, held as collateral by the United States, would exceed . in 
amount the bonds so loaned to the District. It is proper to add . that 
the power of Congress being absolute in the District, it can liillj pro- 
tect the national interest in any measure adopted. 

m ... /A $8,363,400 00 

rhe present debl <>i the District is. 

Deduct water-stock bonds Included in the above, and paid nom ■ ^ ^ ()() 

special fund _ j 

7 940, 400 00 

District debt proper. i:?74;i *2r>0 00 

Add all outstanding 3.66 bonds ' ' ' 

Total debt proposed to be funded in United States 4 per cent, bonds.. - 31, 683, 660 00 
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District debt payable at pleatrare *w:\. l*no no 

District debt due January I, 1879 279,000 00 

District debl due March 1, 1879 2, BOO <>o 

Total payable as above 1,875, H*» w 

Diatrid debt due at future dates 6,066,000 ou 

Add 5 percent, premium for purchase of said bonds not yet due. which 

are now at a premium of *•> to :{ per cent 333,850 00 

Total 4 per cent. United States bonds estimated t<> fund District debt 
proper B, 273, 650 00 

Annual interest on present District debt 1 "* 1 • 52! I ■* ,) 

Annual interest on estimated l per cents to fund said debl 330,946 no 

Interest annually saved by proposed funding said debt 153,583 ho 

Total outstanding 3.65 bonds 13,743,250 < M » 

Amount of 1 per cent, bonds to fund the same at **T cents, assumed as 

the maximum value of said bonds 11,956,627 50 

Saving in principal of said debt, to be paid at maturity by funding as 
proposed .... 1,786,622 ">u 

Annual interest now paid <>n 3.65 bonds 501,026 62 

Annual interest on 4 percent, bonds estimated to fund the same at -7 
cents 478,265 10 

Annual interest saved by funding said 3.66 bonds, as proposed 23,363 66 

Annual interest saved on District debt proper 153,583 ~ u 

Annual interest saved on 3.65 bonds 23,363 52 

Annual interest saved on total debt 176,947 32 

Recapitulation, 

Total of securit ies now outstanding, to be funded as above proposed. ..f21, 683,630 00 
Amount of 4 per cent, bonds estimated to fund District 

debt i ►roper §8,273,650 00 

Amount of A per cent, bonds estimated to fund the 3.65 

bonds 11,966,627 60 

Total amount of 4 percent, bonds to fund both said debts, as proposed. 20,230,277 50 

Total saving in principal of these two classes of bonds finally to be 
V» i<l ' 1,453,372 oO 

Annual interest now paid on District debt proper 484,529 80 

Annual interest now paid on :'>.<;."> bonds 501,628 62 

Total annual interest now paid qqq [jjg 40 

Annual interest on the 4 per cent, bonds estimated to fund said debt ai 
proposed 809,211 10 

Total annual savin- of interest on the above basis of estimate 176,947 32 

The sum of $127,410. yearly invested in these 4 per centum bonds at 
par. will pay ott the total amount of the proposed issue, viz, $20,230,277.50, 
in fifty years. 

Thus it appears that by funding the debt as proposed there will be a 
saving oi principal to be naid at maturity amounting to $1,453,372.50: 
and in payment oi annual interest, a saving of $176,047.32. This saving 
oi interest invested yearly in the 4 per cent, bonds at par would pay oft' 
the entire debt in forty-four years. Larger premiums may have to be 
paid in ftmding some of the District debt than is assumed in the fore- 
going estimate, and the 4 per cent, bonds purchased may also be at a 
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premium in the market before maturity. But, in any event, it maybe 
confidently and safely asserted that the entire existing indebtedness of 
$21 683,650, principal and interest, can be paid off in the time and man- 
ner here suggested, bj the annual appropriation to that purpose of the 
amount now paid for interest alone, viz. 1986,158.42 per annum. 

The relief arising from such a disposition of this burden would reach 
,11 classes, and the gain to the revenues of the District would amount 
in ; , few \ ears to millions of dollars. The apportionment otherwise going 
to the sinking fund would then be available for repairing streets, con- 
struction of sewers, and other necessary public works; and the Saving 
thus effected would be converted to permanent benefits to the United 
Statesand the District of Columbia 

The fust suggestion in connection with refunding the District debt 
was a further issue of the 3.65 bonds, to fund the entire debt m bonds 
of that class, made available, however, for nil the purposes tor which 
the 1 per cent United States bonds can be used, and enjoying like 

immunity from : .ll dues. A :;.<;:> bond of this character would now be 
worth 9L25, plus the increased value due to approach to maturity, and 
( . OU ld be used ;it abont that rate in the exchange tor District biun s 
The annual interest upon the whole required to hind the District debt 
would be the same as if 1 per cent, bonds were used. 1 he statement 
then would be: 

17.940,400 

District debt t<> >•«• funded - .>-,» 

Five per eeut, preniiun, as before, on port not payable 

8, 873, 660 

This'anHMnu.'iunded at 91J, would become $9,067,013.^, and the 
interest, at 3.(5, would be $330,946, or the same as computed tor the 
1 per cent, bonds. 

The amount for final payment would be: 

. ,,,,,, |a, 067, 013 69 

3.65 bonds i«» fund old <lH>t 13,743 250 00 

:;.«;:> bonds now outstanding ' 

... 22, 810:263 (50 

Total to !»«• paid ;it maturity - , ., : , 0 ., TT r0 

Total estimated for funding In t pereeuts - - ; 

Excess in payment of:;..;:/. a1 maturity as compared with a,57«,W6 li> 
l per cent, bonds 

Interest payable on :;.<;:, bonds to reftind District debt m\m Cr> 

Interesl now paid on outstanding :;.<»•> bonds ; 

832, 574 t;-i 

Total interest i 809,211 10 

Estimated intnvst if 4 per oent. bonds were used __> 

annual loss in Interest by using 3.65 bonds ^» °' 

Thus there would be a loss in final payment of $2 ^|g- 19 / ^ 
i • , t p » •><;•» v> This loss m interest, annuairj imeswu 
yearly mterestol W^„ a J™!^3m fund, would amount in flfly 
'" 'T'' ™. V un ., o Is. 1... additional cost of fund- 

s<; »:<> <isn 1<> For these reasons we abandon that inxa. 

W ppr^ved Jute % .87,. umking ffg. 
civfl expenseVof the government, contained »V™™™™}^M$Kh 
to issue bonds to redefm indebtedness falling ^"^.V^gES 
J, 1879. As engrossed, the rate of interest was ^h^but «»eDUJ 
passed CongresS limiting the rate to Sper cent Our n.quu »^im wra 
believe that 5 per cent, bonds of the District, issued in acooraanw witn 
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the provisions of the act, could irt>t be sold at par, and wo ventured to 
delay action, to ask further legislation by Congress. In the moan time, 
and until further prov ision be made, we ask that authority be given to 
the Secretary of the Treasury to pay these bonds at maturity upon our 
requisition. 

By an act of Congress approved dune p.>, 1878, the Commissioners 

Were directed to revise unpaid assessments for special improvements 
The work has heen pushed forward with all practicable dispatch. Its 
completion lias heen materially retarded by the sudden death of Mr, P>. 
Oertly. the late able computing engineer, who was in charge of it. 

SECRETARY. 

The secretary to the Commissioners, in his report, states the orders 
made by the Commissioners from the :51st of October, 1*77. to the 30tb 
of June. 1878. 

AUDITOR AM) COMPTROLLER. 

The report of the auditor and comptroller exhibits the transactions 
of his office from the 1st of November, 1*77, to the 30th of June, 1878, 
inclusive of both dates, from which it appeals the revenues of the 

District for said period were (including balance on hand November 1, 

1877, ss7 7 4li(>.22) 11,654,302 7:> 

And the expenditures for same period 1,504, 158 38 

Leaving a balance on hand subject to cheek on the 1st 

(lay of duly, 1878, of <; 0? HI :*7 

SINKING 1 IM). 

The sinking-fund commissioner reports the sum necessary to pay to 
the sinking-fund the amount required by law for the District debt proper, 
and the amount necessary to pay off the 3.65 bonds at maturity, which 
amount is not nxed by law— the whole amounting to $271,221.25. This 
sum, together with the interest, makes about 38 per cent, of the entire 

estimated revenues for the year. 

This amount we consider too large to be deducted from them under 
existing circumstances, ami suggest that not more than $200,000 be ap- 
propriated annually for the present to that fund, say $130,000 to be 
applied to the District debt and $70,000 to the 3.65 bonds. 

COLLECTOR OF TAXKS. 
trestle of ^VTi" ( w ,i,(Ml 1V,M>rt ° f th€ "^Pts Of his office ami 

town I he f! !n " corporations of Washington and George- 

mie i t^^ n «<>l'-rs re<M>onizin K tl,e necessity for a defin- 

S JftS e ™ bee" kept by any of the other govern- 

ments ol the District, entered into a contract w ith experts for the nren- 

sWd embrace all the unpaid t^JZrbJkL 
eoileti t,nS nS in PWs toward 

S££Z<1 othefc^teh^ "T M ^ nalt ^ 

efforts to enforce coUeTtiSr^^ ™ * ™ nd « r 

Pa.ahte, if paid w ithin EJS&£&£^ ft g 
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granting such privilege. Between $U,ooo and 80,000 would haye to be 
paid from the District treasury to holders of tax-lien certificates on 
accounl of the difference between 6 percent, interest and the rate of 
interest the certificates bear. The loss in interest and penalties would 
make np a furthersum, estimated to be nearly $100,000. We commend 
this suggestion of the collector to the consideration of Congress, and 
recommend the passage of such a measure, to include all taxes 
delinquent prior to June 30, 1S77. Those delinquent June 30, L878, 
have already enjoyed the privilege of paying in this manner. 

In the same connection we deem it proper to suggest a similar Legisla- 
tion for the unpaid special assessments, granting the privilege within a 
like period to pay t he corrected amount, with 6 per cent, interest from 
the date of the assessment. o 

The collector reports his collections from November!, 1877, to June 
30, 1878, inclusive, to have been *1,4SS,L\'57.04. 

SUPERINTENDENT OP ASSESSMENTS AM) TAXES. 

The superintendent of assessments reports the assessed value of real 
property in the District for the fiscal year ending June 30, L879, as fol- 
lows, viz : 

..... ... $75, 555, 801 

Washington City ". . . 5 242 *M 

^eorgetowii 6,603,417 

County 

87,491,442 

The assessed value for the year ending June 30, 1878, was: 

.. nti 83,101,484 

\\ aAhington ( ity (; j)28 041 

Georgetown g'^SB 

County 

97,609,890 

Added for improvements made: 

ro . . m<i $1,284,950 

\\ ashingtoii ( u \ 41 , )()( , 

Oeorgetown ; VA {[ m 

Comity 1,:j27,810 

98, 937, 700 

Showing the reduction arising from the reassessment of real property 
to be— 

„, . . ■ 8,770,638 

Washington ( ity 827 717 

Georgetown 1,847', 908 

County . 

_ 11,440,258 

Be reports the personal assessment no1 completed, the amount assessed 

at date of Ins report being 19,639,332, 

ASSESSORS. 

The assessors report having completed a ^^ n J^ f n f^^ 
property in the District, made in accordance with the a< t o I is ess 
approved April 3, 1878; also the completion oi the ^^^^ateof 
taken by the same act. The returns of persona] prop^ at the *ate o 
their report amount to $9,754,321. The assessors are now engaged in 
assessing those who failed to report their personal property. 
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A resurvey of portions of Georgetown became necessary, in order to 
enable them to make a correct assessment and to prepare a numerical 
and plat-book for that city. They recommend the abolition of tax on 
merchandise held lor sale and the substitution of an annual license tax. 
We commend their statement in reference to this matter to the atten- 
tion of Congress. They also recommend the abolition of tax on stocks 
and securities of tin* District of Columbia, and give their reasons there- 
for. The census shows a total population of 100,051 persons, of whom 
5:3,01*4 arc colored and 15,261 are foreign born. This docs not accurately 
represent the annual number of residents, since many officials of the 
United States decline to he included in the census of the District he- 
cause included in that of their proper places of citizenship. 

The number of children between the ages of six and seventeen years, 

inclusive—i. «?., the school age— amount to 38,800, of wh 12,374 are 

colored. 

INSPECTOB OF BUILDINGS. 

The inspector of buildings reports having issued one thousand and 
one permits tor the erection and alteration of buildings, at a stated cost 
of $1,125,763; and gives the number of buildings in the cities of Wash- 
ington and Georgetown as 27,563, exclusive of those owned by the 
United States. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

The hoard of tire commissioners report interesting details of t he t runs- 
actions of the tire department, and recommend that provisions be made 
for disabled firemen. They urge the propriety of an appropriation of 
one thousand dollars for the entertainment of the delegates to ;i firemen's 
convention to he held in this city in September, ls7!>. The efficiency of 
this department is well appreciated by the General Government and the 
people of the 1 )ist rict of < Columbia. 

Two new buildings are in process of erection for the accomodation of 
the two hook and Ladder companies, and a former hook ami Ladder com- 
pany's premises will he titted tor use of an engine Company. Two new 
engines and one hook and ladder apparatus have been ordered 

ATTORNEY. 

The attorney for the District gives a synopsis of the cases pending in 
the courts of the District. He recommends a change in the statute of 
March :i, 1*77, relating to the final sale of property to satisfy delinquent 

tax. He estimates that to execute the provisions of the present statute 
would require the institution of 3.000 suits and an advance for costs of 
from $30,000 to $40,000; a large increase of the clerical force of the 
courts would become necessary, and the final result would he sweeping 
ruin to many property -holders in the District. 

lie also recommends, as does the collector, that owners of property he 
permitted to pay the original tax, with <i per cent, interest, free from all 

penalties and forfeitures. 

He reports 51 cases tried in the criminal court; 3,739 cases tried in 
the police court ; and the commencement of 37 new civil cases for and 
against the District ; and that 370 cases are now pending in the various 
courts of the District. 

He reports that a draught of a bill intended to cover the whole field 
of municipal law of the District, made in obedience to the law of June 11, 
1878, is in satisfactory progress, and he expects to have it ready to pre- 
sent to Congress immediately after the holidays. 



REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS OF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 11 



He makes certain recommendations in reference to bis office, to which 
we nw \te the attention of Congress. 



CORONER. 



The coroner reports the number of deaths certified by him from Oc- 
tober I 1877. to June •"»<>. L878, and makes several recommendations; 
ng them, one relating to coroner's juries, and suggesting that six cit- 
izens be made to constitute a Legal |ury of inquest. This recommenda- 
tion merits the attention of Congress as a measure of economy. 



HEALTH OFFICER. 



The bea i tll officer in his report, systematically renews the geiieral 
measures adopted and pursued by the health dei>artment of the District 
Hince its establishment, and refers to the reorganization of the depart- 
menl under his own inperYision, pursuant to the act oi June 11, 1878, 
svUicn | he board 0 f health was abolished, and under which he was 
appointed on tin- 9th of July Inst. He submits some valuable reroin- 
mendations, suggested by a general and professional knowledge oi san- 
itary concerns, and confirmed bj Lis exigence as health officer, 
makes imiK>rtan1 comments on the subjeel of the ventilation wd otta 
sanitarj requirements of our public-school bui Idin-s; urges thy iinme- 
diate necessity lor the improvement of the malarial flats onjhe mer 
t,n.,t: refer* to the yellow fever epidemic prevailing mprt«W 

country last sui er, and the energetic measures taken toi^ey^tn^ 

introduction and development here: and discusses .liumerous otheynat. 
ters NNithin his official purview in a manner indicating an intelligent con 
ception of the requirements of his responsible position. 

TEEASUREE. 

The treasurer reports the receipts of the District from ^J^ J' 
1877, to .1...... 30,1878, to have been $1,566,876.63. 01 this amount, 

there were collected for licenses $88,163.53. , ■ t( ... 

Hemakesa suggestion that a policeman shall beemp o, ed< »i m^etor 
of licenses, which we havedeemed of much practical value, and direetea 
thai an officer be assigned to that duty. 

POLICE. 



of the police to,-,-,.. Congress, for the two ,1"*™"$"* # 
ited the expenditures for that department to $3 < .000 , asi ; 
d ^ ntail| a1 the former rate oi pay the fuUi ' >. * ' , 

dred privates authorized by law-aforce too sm. dltope )• . e J. 
the police sen ice of the District. We ^ncluded to so regutow we 

aries as , Imit maintaining the full complement of ^rnen nd £™£ m 

ing the efficiency of the force by increasing the, ^ expendi- 

fourth the entire number of pnvates a ^^^^These 

ture within the Congressional hnut ol $^°°- *°JgZ andgradu- 
results we reduced materially the payol thenew me mw , R - )1(le , t 
ated the pay of tho.se older in the service in such mannei 
members enjoy the pay they received before. 
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The rates now paid are as follows: 

Per month. PoratAriy. 

Major and smiorinteiideiil |W0 00 $-210 00 

Captain and uiHiiwtor 150 00 150 00 

Deteetivea U0 00 135 0Q 

Lkntenantn 100 00 105 00 

Serjeants 96 oo <>7 60 

Station-keepers 43 oo 43 00 

Police surgeon* 37 50 !!? 50 

Privates for the firsl year of nervier ?<» <>ii 90 00 

Privates for the second, third, fourth, and fifth yean.. 79 00 ;>o 00 

Privates for the sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth yean ... 83 00 90 00 
Privates for tii<- eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth, fonrteenth, and 

fifteentli years 88 00 90 00 

All over Hfteen yean 90 00 !><) 00 

One messenger is provided for a1 $7*5 and one at 130, and laborers at 
$35 per month. 



The major of police, in his report, which we herewith transmit, recom- 
mends an increase of the police force; the erection, by the District, of 
station-houses to he used in lieu of those now rented at a large expense : 
the making of provision for members of the force who. through the 
vicissitudes of the service wr age, are unfitted for duty; and submits 
other valuable suggestions on matters directlj and indirectly connected 
with the branch of the service under bis superintendence ; all of which 
we commend to the attention of < Congress. 



POLICE COURT. 



iM'.iml-eni the iwhce court, in submitting his estimates, refers 
follows to the transfer of his court to the buildingit now occupies: "The 
removal oi the court from the building formerly occupied, long felt bi 
^yer.y(>ne to he a nuisance, to the present comfortable and healthful 
Quarters, is a source of mtiflcation to all-officers, attorneys, and citi 
th otiicec M 'T ;! f 1 ,n ^J f f ^"^PPortunity, in liehalf of myself, 
our n r ( n r1 * ^l* 11 wb ? do b ~ 88 «^ convey to you 

us a suit- 

PUBLIC SC HOOLS. 

tlie^SK STrS i 11 "" 1 ," 1 "! 1 o* "'- P«««len< and of Congress to 
reports ft, u i' **»"**<* tbis District, as exhibited in the 
m m „/ . "' 1,1 1,1 trustees and of the health officer. While the 

the current ' ' ^Ponding increase of schi oom; 

the means i,,.,mU , , n ' overburdened to supply 

we feel coi , i S t, i , ' S " 1 ' 1 ""-' ° f the * H, "" ls ; 8 <* *o,tnal 

ending sV 1 , ' s "" 1 :'!" on ^is accouni forth.- year 

these! 1 board ' lathi, ,1 sum «> "drably less than is estimated by 

ment of tu-t . "'"" <, " n V «> quote here a state- 

I'istn,, toCongrTafiteCSS 0 ' "■""■»■*• cit *«™ «" 

of f^Sffif?^^*'«g»«J t ; ,x,,i„„ i„ ,i,is Dfatri.1 for th, w .,.,«.ri. 

";" ,s ;"" »•■'* .vwl.ollv nad^J?.^! 0 ' tl "' "'" Union/the 

T '•" ,'"'," ,is "''i"' 1 - i» tin v .. ." ""' ", : "" s "' onr P"l»"l»< »>n. We l.av, 

»" «i« Territories and ul ^ { >>*-<>>;<» h ,. S . . 

■> jr.vssn.uniii,,,,, R r a ,,, si ; * . ''^'i!'"!' the Untot hare received bom 

rfSS?iS^ to the 1 »*•< ' I. ■ 7i '"' s *i id of ' ' u " ^ nol an acre h« 
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Tliis Injustice to the District seems the greater when we consider the fact that one- 
tbird of our school revenue is devoted to the education of colored children, invited 
here from tli<- surrounding States by recent action <>t' Congress, and whose parents, as 
;l rule, paj uo taxes : and that thirty per <-»mit. of the white pupils in our schools arc 
the children of persons connected with the public service, ana who, for the most part, 
ire mere sojourners and Don-taxpsyers. Thus, w hile the states furnish 60 per cent, 
of the beneficiaries of our schools, they throw the entire harden of their support on the 
in per cent, of tax-paying citizens. 

We concur fully in this statement Nothing comparatively has been 
done by Congress for the cause of education at its own capital, and our 
schools have do endowment fund either of land or money. Of the 354 
school-rooms now used, 117, or about one-third, are rented at an annual 
cost of about $30,000; and, as reported by the health officer, those 
rented rooms are, for the most part, wholly nnsuited for the purpose, 
and menacing to the health of the pupils. The great want of our schools 
at present is additional and suitable school accommodations. Forth* 
supply of this imperative need they must look toCongress alone? tor 
with the oppressive debt which now burdens the taxpayers of this 
District, and the present overwhelming demand on its revenues for 
street and sewer improvements, this want can be met in no other way. 

[ n view of these tacts, the hoard of school trustees, selected from 
the body of our citizens for their worth and intelligence, and who 
CTatuitouslv devote themselves to this all-important interest, appeal 

for iiiil to < iongress. . . . , 

Thej ask thai tin- Co issioners may be authorized to appropriate 

to tlir' use of the public scl Is certain lots in square 446, purchased 

by the District for a market; ami that Congress will grant, tor tfie 
same uses, certain other eligible Nits in square 168, owned- by the 

United States, together with an appropriati t money sufficient to 

place tin- District of Columbia on an equal rooting, in tins respect, wrtn 
the States and Territories whose schools and colleges are already nehly 
endowed by the bounty of Congress. The Commissioners feel that tins 
requesl is just and reasonable, and cannot therefore refose to commend 

it to the favorable considerati f Congress. It is generally admitted 

thai in dealing will, social and ral problems, no loss than physical, 

true economy points to preventive, rather than remedial, measures a* 
tl„- bes! reliance for pennauenl and beneflcial results. Weknowofno 
agency of such pervading and radical influence on the varied interests 
of society as popular education ; the basis of aM ..at, ,1 progress, mate- 
rial, political ami ,al. The people of the ^t^Stoteshaveanghtto 

look to their capital for tin- deve nent of the highest forms of . t • 

gence and virtae, and to their representatives here lor the creatoon ^and 
maintenance of the most perfect and efficient agencies tor £wdevelop- 
ment The Constitution has invested Congress with ample » »" 
this purpose within the limits of this District, and the work 1 . s A ready 
been initiated by the establishment pi a Bureau ot Educataom which 

only needs to he developed into broader and more pni.-tic.il 1 V "' ,t, ° 

to secure results, both local and national ot the greatest j 

as, under the Constitution, the wants an, interests of tins Districts 

committed t„ the special and exclusive jurisdiction andcareoT Congress, 
it seems eminently just and wise that public i education mtheDwtnct 
should be generously fostered by Federal legislation. 

WASHINGTON ASYLUM. 

The institution know, as the Wa^gtonJ^A "ll^tf ■£ 
almshouse, free hospital, and workhouse. Heretofore a po.tion ot the 
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almshouse has been used for the confinement of petty offendew, con- 
S L sentenced by the police court, thus degrading the honest 
poor bv inmiediate and constrained contact with cnminals. This in- 
ll8t icels about to end by the transfer oi all such com icte to the ne« 
workhouse, constructed al a cost oi about $22,000, which will be ready 
to occupancy about 1st February, and will accommodate about 100 
inmates. Additional room, however, will still be needed. I his asylum, 
combining the features of local charity and correction, is oi great social 
interest and importance to the people of this District. Involving, as it 
decs, a necessary burden on their property, it is our dutj to make the 
institution as tar as practicable self-sustaining. This, we believe, can 
be accomplished in a much larger measure than is the ease at present, 
by utilizing the pauper and criminal labor at our disposal in the cultiva- 
tion of land; thus furnishing to this unfortunate class wholesome and 
profitable employment without impairing the discipline of the institution. 
We therefore invite the earnest attention of Congress to the suggestions 
on this and other subjects contained in the very interesting and import 
ant report of the commissioner* of the asylum, herewith transmitted. He 
directs especial attention to the constant menace to life and property 
involved in the present location of the United States magazine within 
the limits of the city and adjoining the grounds of the asylum. The 
reservation on which this magazine is now located, besides being whollj 
un suited, for the reasons mentioned, for such an establishment, would 
he a most valuable addition to the accommodations of the asylum and 
of the United States jail. The improvements now on the reservation 
would he immediately available for workshops for the profitable employ- 
ment of the skilled labor of both institutions, and furnish facilities for 
the acquisition of useful trades by the unskilled laborers, w ho would 
then be qualified and encouraged, when releasee] from confinement, for 
a life of honest industry. Such a system of penal administration could 
not fail to be highly reformatory in its influence; while, at the same time, 
it would greatly diminish the cost of support both to the United States 
ami the District of Columbia. 

We again commend to the lilieratity of Congress the Industrial Home 
School of Georgetown. This charity, founded and chiefly sustained 
thus far by private benevolence, now occupies, by permission, the George 
town almshouse, where a small number of District paupers are provided 
h»r by an arrangement between the commissioner of the Washington 
Asy mm and the managers of the Home School. The benevolent ladies 
l u ^i - ?^ e . ? f this (le *ervi»g charity have collected within the 
wans ot this dilapidated building alwut lifn indigent children of both 
sexes w h they are e4lucatin ^ in varioiw indu8trie8 an d for whom 

i nlii oi 'n ,s 80 80011 m tne > have attained sufficient age and 
] IT ,7' . lM ' ^ rk »lw>p connected with the institution contributes 

tlmwis, 1 LTk f Uce ' aml ex Perience thus far has demonstrated 
mi W18tl °m and beneficence of its plan. 

PAVEMENTS. 

l'<a;ewitha schedule of various improvements which 
A It liou<» ii |i!>t tVi' l ti S ' ,,( ( M M * '''do of the last report. 

tracts e Ue m ,t ' l"' ^ ^ ° f "3*^ tW «*' 

have lien • d 1 m ' ! 5S ,st 0, ' ,M,V a ^ & 1st Of October, 1878, 

sate to about llio ( onT a<l<,,t 1 ,(,,, 1 al ^tracts, amounting in the aggre- 
TheWlamoim K ft have . al »° heen given out since the latter date, 
"wmitoi the paving contracts entered Into since July U 1878, 
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i i'>H9 000 Tliis sum was fixed by the Commissioners as the limit of 
their operations during the preeenl season, and has boon distributed 
uniformly through the several months, beginning with the 1st ot Au- 
.. ' , in the arrangement of this work the board was at first obliged 
to proceed with caution, as the amount of the assessment of taxable 
proWrtv, and consequently the total revenuesof the District forthecur- 
,, v ,,„, could not I.,, ascertained. The Commissioners have also held 
h „ i,v a judicious arrangement of the expenditures of the District, the 
aetual residenl laboring population may !»«• constantly 
thw much suffering among the poorer classes beavoided. 1 he exjw n« - 
re of excessively large sums at anyone tunc must, ot imcossity nt- 
., to this city a large Boating laboring population, which, upon the 
Xplerionof the work on hand, would be left as a helpless and fiopetess 
hintLi ii on the community ;it large. , . . , 

X determining the class of pavement* to be ft^^*£°2E 
nnssioncrs have held themselves entirely aloof from all controv* rsies 

„, ,. i „e,v-te.l parties, and. without adv sing any theories ot then 

" H e , aintai , that each class of pavement must prove ite quah- 
leV the test of actual traffic before being extensively hud upon 



<>\\ll. 

Hen under tin 
the streets <>t tliis nt \ 



A , m nl sto, e pavement, the granite block, Of rather sma lie 

dimensions I an is nsnall used in other cities in ^"""^^JS 
^ «. ted. Tliese blocks, where subjected to heavy traffic, must be based 

on a ,nn, .omnia, f hydraulic cement, \ here «J^ffle«lglg 

and especially where the slopes are such as to give rapid drainage, rae 
f„ v hAnmuired with broken stone or gravel. 

A i ;::;;u,;h , .:r , ,l!.> pavcinen, inayl.e found upon Seventh street north- 

"*£ the standanlasphaltum pavement, ^^^j^i^lStSH 
a , lvar a„iic mente base, six inchea >m J** 1 ™-*^ * ^SSwioS 
inciies of asphaltic composition in which no product ot th< 

"' tar is Emitted. , , , . ,„.:..„. siinnery tor practical use. 
The Neucha.el they condemn as tieing too sn i V hai) 

Vs an experimental pavement, a small ustamx up 
been laid with the compressed 1 asphalt hloeh emeIlte show- 

While some of the later and Letter class ot coal-tar pa me nr 

B 1 surfaces and give fair promise of a reasons b e d u ;M , 

general condition of this class of pavement u t heci t y iss ucna 

t( , their condemnation as faulty in principle . . « ' "'indexing 

The use of bituminous bases has also givei ns, '/ >, ^ 

problems in the grmles of the streets 'V^'J^ / ' n t greater .Iran 

and as. when properly hud. their cos. is "J^*,^™ ,3 

the hydraulic concrete, .hey have been definitely "J^g^ m my 

The Co issioncrs do no. place an ^Cfewr.ofthe 

for asphalt pavement us ye. invented. They be 

ini011 t ,! llt wi.h the present pneesof such & ey 
considered as luxuries not I xteayagant < ! v „„„.,. form 

promise a. least n much less cos. ot ^tenant* t h. a > 
Of smooth pnveine,,.. nml they are ccr a, ul> 1 *.l ad (t ./ lilr ^1 
and uniformly distributed traffic ol this city, it ■ rf t))<1 

years more of actual trial to determin^ l> t « gwt^ ^ ^ 
maintenance of such pavements. I "! ,M " ' , object. It bi how " 
upon them it is idle to advance theories npon ttn m ^ 
ever, assumed from the trials thus far n a, t to it t 

far within that of th( al tar pavements he i U» 1 , ( ,, s rotten 

There still remain about 630,000 squaw yards* 
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wooden surface to be replaced, a scheduleof which is presented with 
this report. The expense of repaying isestimated at 12.25 per yard, 
including all costs of grading, resetting curbs, and minor items of extra 
work, but not including the relaying of foot walks. The total sum thus 
calculated exceeds by a large amount the possible surplus revenues of 
the District within the next two years. The aggregate is. however, 

presented in this report, and is included in the supplemental estimates 
tor the year ending June 30, L880, in order thai the present condition 
of the streets of the city may be understood and some means of relief 
may, if possible, he devised. 

In determining the kind of pavement to be used in each speeial Local- 
ity, the Commissioners adopt as a general rule that purely business 
streets, over which a heavy traffic is passing, shall be paved with granite 
blocks; also all slopes of which the inclination exceeds 1 in 50; also the 
roadways between the curbs of the footwalks and the rails of the street 
railways where the space is so narrow as to cause the surface to he rut 
in ruts. All streets which are not used exclusively for business pur 
poses, and upon which the traffic is light and diffused over large sur- 
faces, are to he paved with asphalt: suburban streets t<> he gravelled 
or macadamized. These general rides are not intended as a liual ami 
dogmatic ruling under which all new pavements are t<> be summarily 
condemned, hut are intended to represent the basis upon w Inch t he prea 
cut estimates of the board are made. In laying a small amount of the 
compressed asphaltum block, the Commissioners have been influenced 
by favorable reports of its durability in Philadelphia ami Providence, 
and by the opinions of many distinguished engineers, as well as 1>\ the 
evident advantage which it presents overall continuous surface road 
coverings, in that it can readily be taken up and relaid when required 
by the water, gas, or sewer service of the streets. There can be little 
reasonable doubt of its durability under the light traffic of this city, hut 
it is held to he the more prudent policy to accept onlv the proof of actual 
trial and to make its extension, year by year, keep paee with this test. 

18 not probable that this pavement can compete in point of price with 
the asphaltum roadways as now laid. 

SEWERS. 

mon^ storms of the past summer have brought very 

^TF%ft^J^ e ^ iS T ! ^ m rtie sewerage system of 

Inmates X p'seTC 

Of the citv from , ri * °°? ° j ,v,M ' vm - tlw low-lying portions 

presmt the ,,„ J 1 ■ ; , ■ n> ' 1 l,e two drainage basins which 

■tog b strew he ,M ': , v rt,,r < ' :,,,:,1 

basin drained bv thP Tiw\ cumulated waters of the immense 

BotanicalSLf ^S^£SS^ *? arch nwder the 

service required of it «, , 1 ' entirely inadequate to perform the 

again in place, b"S offellwl iTZl'S™!'* 



"i wonaer and a subject for c< 
-lying .mounds in the vicinity 
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the Gardens and along the B-stroet sewer is simply intolerable. An ap- 
proximate estimate for its relief is presented, amounting in the total to 
$41.5,000. The details of the proposed intercepting sewers and their 
connections, with final estimates, are being rapidly prepared, and will 
1m* presented when complete. The revenues of the District will not meet 
this necessary expenditure, and the Commissioners are compelled to 
present this case as well as the replacement of the rotten pavements of 
the city for the favorable consideration of Congress. 

WAT Kit SUPPLY. 

The subject of the water supply of the city is one which has for some 
time past given much cause for complaint among those living upon the 
high grounds. Year by year, as the city increases, the demand for a 
greater supply of water will become more and more imperative. The 
Commissioners arc not at this time prepared to present a plan for reme- 
dying the present difficulty. Heretofore, as the wants of the city have 
demanded, new mains have been laid to the lower reservoir. It would 
seem that the time is near at hand when it will be necessary to take a 
more comprehensive view of this subject, looking to economy in the 
future, and to the health and comfort of an increasing population. 

The resources of the water department are at present barely able to 
support the current expenses, and it will not be possible to lay the new 
mains neeessarv for the proper service of the present system without a 
slight increase' in the water -rates. As under the existing laws the 
department is supposed to be self-supporting, any increase in the rates 
must of necessity be limited by the actual need of the water service. 

RAILROAD STATIONS. 

We feel it to be our duty to refer to the presence of the two railway 
depots in the city of Washington, both of which are serious obstacles to 
the improvement r>f the localities where they are established, besides 
being sources of unnecessary danger to the public in the streets along 
which the tracks pass. 

The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad depot, with its tracks for approach, 
prevents grading the streets upon the north side in the intermediate 
viciuitv of the Capitol grounds. Its tracks from Baltimore and to the 
West occupy a considerable portion of the northeastern part of the city 
in such a manner as to impair the value of property and impede the 
progress of improvements, while they cross Massachusetts avenue, prac- 
tical! v severing the finest street in the city. It is entirely practicable to 
unite" these two lines outside the city and bring them in upon one line of 
street, to a station somewhere north of Massachusetts avenue, and thus 
remove much of the objection to and damage arising from the location 
of the depot in that portion of the city. 

The Baltimore and Potomac Railroad depot and tracks are equally in- 
jurious to the improvement and welfare of the part of the city they oc- 
cupy. Crossing the .Mall, they divide and disfigure this beautiful park, 
extending from the Capitol to the President's house, besides greatly in- 
juring the streets on the south side of it on account of the circuitous 
manner of approach, and obstructing improvements on the south side of 
the Capitol. The depot of the company should be removed across the 
Mall and to the viciuitv of reservation No. 17. ^ . _ ■ 

It is not to be expected that the surroundings ot the Capitol can be- 
come what they ought to be while these two railway stations occupy 
their present sites. 

-CD 



V 
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HARBOR. 

In our allusion to the report of the health officer of the I>istrj, t , w , 

ha f e referred to his recommendation for t he De nver 



flat and their effect upon the sanitary condition oi this r,h [11 an en- 
Sneering and commercial point of view their improvement ia o1 equal 
mwrtance to the welfare of the District W e urjrently recommend to 
Congress the adoption of some plan for the nxslanwfeon oi them marshes, 
which would then become a valuable property of the I mted States, and 
a desirable addition to the city, instead of, as now, sources oi disease, 
and of damage to the substantia] interests of the District from their in- 
terference with the navigation of the river. 

Some of the provisions of the act of llth Juno. L8<8, are somewhal 
indefinite, and have given rise to differences of opinion as to their 
proper construction. This is especially the case with those which arc 
intended to regulate our relations to the Treasury Department of the 
Tinted States.' and which have caused us some embarrassment We 
think it very desirable that said act should he so amended as to remove 
all occasion for conflicting constructions of this and other provisions. 

Very respectfully, 

s. L PHELPS, 

.!. DENT, 

W. J. TWINING, 

Major of Engineers^ 
Commissioners of the District of Colnmbiu. 



A. — REPORT OF THE SECRETARY. 

Office of the Commissioners 
of the I District of < Columbia, 

Washinaton. November 2, 1878. 
Gentlemen: 1 have the honor to submit herewith copy of orders 
passed by the Commissioners of the District of Columbia from the 31st 
day of last October to the 30th day of .lime. 
Respectfully, 

WILLIAM TINT) ALL, 

Secretary. 

Commissioners of the District of Columbia. 



Office of the Commissioners 
of the District <>f Columbia, 



n 7 Washington^ November 14, 18m. 
DisMct of ',',!,! *° ,nuch f «>ction Wof the building regulations of the 
here v t „ S n ' • h, "" m - v '• ls77 - to sheds, is 
hSfteSnro^tffl^ »nd that, until sueh snspens shall 

ItX , , i ' th « foll ? win « 8 1 be in force: 

ceednfe^ttoh2i,T a1 f^ l T t8 ' and for '"• °*« P«*rpose, not toe* 

i eetindepa 2 i' 1 hi § hest e° in < ™ in width, ami 

ma J be erected on the rear of lots. 
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November 28, 1877. 

Ordered. Pursuant to the proclamation of the President of the United 
States, designating Thursday, the 20th instant, for public thanksgiving, 
tin* offices of the government of the District of Columbia will be closed 
on tliat day. 

December 13, 1877. 
Ordered, That the offices of the District government be closed at 12 

o'clock m. tomorrow, as a mark of respect to the memory of Col. Timo- 
thy Lubey, water registrar. 

December, 13, 1877. 
Ordered. That t he secretary to the Commissioners of the District of 
Columbia act as commissioner of the Washington Asylum until other- 
wise ordered. 

December 15, 1877. 

Ordered. That hereafter the collector of taxes in and for the District 
of Columbia shall make collections of all moneys due for rents, taxes, 
permits, and every other account heretofore payable at the water regis- 
trar's office. 

December 18, 1877. 

Ordered. That the auditor and comptroller, the fcf^. ai ^ ^ 
superintendent of assessments and taxes, in and for the District oi Col- 
umbia, are hereby appointed a commission to examine the ^^Pap^s, 
and accounts of the water registrar's office,* embracing the period from 
June 3, 1871, to the 17th instant, and report the result of then ex. - 
nation to this office as soon as practicable; including *™*™™™*™[ 
tions as they may deem proper for making more efficient ami economical 
thai department of the public service. 

December 19, 1877. 
Ordered, That the offices of the District Government be closed at 12 

o'clock m. on the 24th and 31st instant. 



imortkmmmt by the Commissioner* of the District of Columbia of the 
Tvenu^^Ltle under flu- to* levied for the fUealyear end*** June 

1S7S - December 24, 1877. 

I „,,,„. i s,or, 1 ,, r i r <>^ 

^ru"^ 

June 30, 1878, and for other purposes," the ^^K^SZe^ofthe 
or the district of Columbia, make the *>£>™g ,v 
distribution of the revenue which stall be collected undo tm provu 
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by said act of Congress for the fiscal year ending June 30, L878, shall 
be distributed as follows: 

For salaries and other necessary expenses of the Metropolitan police for the 
District of Columbia, act of Congress approved March 3, 1877, eighteen 
cents ...........-----••-----•----•••*•"*"""•""""*"*""""""■""**""""****"" 

For salaries and other expenses of the board of health and for salaries of the 

' inspector and of the assistant inspector of gas, act of Congress approved 
March 3, 1^77, two cents and two mills 3.9 

For support of the boys smt to the reform school, acl of Congress approved 
May 1876, and of the indigent insane of the District of Columbia in the 
Government. Hospital for the Insane, act of Congress approved Mareh 
1877, two cents and nine mills ••• ^- ^ 

For the interest on the bonded debt of the District of Columbia, including 
bonds of the corporations of Washington and Georgetown, sixty-two cents 
and two mills - 9 

For sinking fund of the bonded debt of the District of Columbia, including 
bonds of the corporations of Washington and Georgetown (sec various acts 
and ordinances in force), four cents and seven mills 4.7 

For general fund of the District of Columbia, sixty cents »'»<>.<> 



Total *l.r>0.0 



January 2, L87& 

Ordered, That entertainment permits shall only l>e issued on written 
application therefor, approved by the chief of police, or by the lieuten- 
ants in charge of the police precincts in which the proposed entertain- 
ments are to be given, 

January 29, L878i 
^ Ordered, That no person be allowed to examine or handle the books 
m any office in this building after office hours, unless having authority 
to do so from the head of such office or the District Commissioner*. 1 

FEBRTJ \ 1J Y 1 1 1S7S 

m S °®<*™ a n<l employes of the Distric) government are 
~ "'"'';!"7 mkle ^tever from contractors or other 

;■" D ^r t n,,,., i„. submitted to 

wvemZnTS , "" ^^j^ed in every department of the 
n Z v' V '" "'''"r 1 '.' 1 ' wi " '"' *»» to the superintendent 
JpCttiufaWon " aUth0med to 0rder P^nases to fill such 

peS'lmt'tl"' 1 !,,' 101 'I" 1 "," 1 ' m l artiH " whatever to .rdei of any 

infant found dead wit h il i \ I murderei of an unknown female 
1878, and taken to K e °? '"' Bb ° Ul ! "» ° f ™>rnw, 

inqnest was held on the fouowmgday? 8totioil > whe >™ coroner's 

Ordered. Purausn* *i , Fbbbuaby 31, 1878. 

stat,,. direct a SffiEKJaS ^ P r ident °i Hi " ijn, ; tc4 

101 tne — < l instant as a public holiday, 
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the offices of the government of the District of Columbia will be closed 
on that day. 



March 26, 1878. 

Ordered, Thai awnings extending to the inside line of foot pavements 
may be erected in front of business property on parked streets, provided 
no awnings so erected shall exceed fifteen feet in width. 



April 11, 1878. 

Ordered^ That henceforth employes of the District government are 
forbidden to assign or give powers of attorney to brokers to collect their 
salaries <>r wages; and such assignments or powers of attorney will not 
be recognized. On special application to the Commissioners, semi- 
monthly payments will be made. 



April 15, 1878. 

Ordered, Thai steps projecting twelve feet from building-line may be 
constructed on all avenues and streets having a width of parking of 
twenty-four feel and upwards. 

May 15, 1878. 

Ordered^ That the offices of the District government be closed at 3 
o'clock p. m., today, in respect to the memory of the late Prof. Joseph 
Henry, secretary of the Smithsonian Institution. 



May 29, 1878. 

Ordered. That the offices of the District of Columbia be closed on 
•• Decoration Day," Thursday, the 30th instant. 



B.— REPORT OF THE AUDITOR AXD COMPTROLLER. 

Auditor and Comptroller's Office, D. C, 

Washington, November 1, 1878. 

Gentlemen : 1 have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of this office, and of the receipts and expenditures of the 
District government f rom November 1, 1S77 (the date of my last report), 
to the end of the fiscal year, dune 30, 1S78: 

Revenue of the District from all source* during this period, including balance cash 
on hand November 1, 1877, $1,654,308.75, received as follows : 

Prom taxes, licenses, permits^ rents, &c... ...... CW t 876 « r >.* 

From appropriation, act of Congress March 3, 1877, for 
the support of the fire department - -•• 85, wo 

From appropriation, act of Congress April 4, 1878, im- 
proving the grounds south of the Capitol, $15,000, and 
medicines and medical attendance to the sick and in- 

firm poor, $6,000 Sr'22* es 

From balance cash on hand November 1, 1877 87,42b Wt 

To,,,. KMipt, ~" $1,054,302 75 



1,677 63 
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Brought forward fl, (164,302 7.> 

Expenditures during the same time, $1,504, 158.38, as follows: 

For Commissioners' office flo, 72o 1" 

For auditor and comptroller's office 12,653 66 

For attorney's office 5,278 • >•> 

For assessors' office 16,528 83 

For collector's office 8,782 73 

For sinking-fund office 3,691 64 

For coroner's office 1,964 -to' 

For engineer's office 24,730 7" 

For inspector of buildings' office 3,797 62 

For superintendent of assessment and taxes' office 4,7:!? 86 

For treasurer's office 3, 150 96 

For water registrar's office, and water department 62,624 22 , 

For Metropolitan police 101,834 53 ' 

For hoard of health 1*. 993 86 

For public schools 268, 425 23 

For lire department and fire-alarm telegraph 56, 358 "<"» 

For Washington Asylum 29,373 54 

For Georgetown almshouse 1,093 <>."> 

For Reform School 11,618 54 

For charitable institutions, transportation of paupers and 

conveying prisoners to the workhouse I. 804 50 

For medicines, medical attendance, and food to the sick 

and infirm poor, act of Congress, April 1. 1878 

For treatment of poor at the Government Hospital fur 

the Insane 1>. < >.Vi 68 

For police court \ \ <><):, gg 

For interest on funded debt of the District of Columbia 

ami of the late corporations of Washington and George- 

_, town 262,097 75 

lor interest on Lmthieuni loan 2 600 

For redemption of bonds and water-stock .... [5' 300 00 

For markets, Washington and Georgetown 9' 290 43 

For street-lamps and gas [\q goo jj 

For improvements and repair 1 * *» 1 *>< ♦ T 12 

For erection and improvement of new workhouse*. . . . ... :{ ??<; 19 

For employes late board of public works 500 

For sundry expenses District offices, including rent fuel 
repairs, general advertising, .judicial expenses, survev- 

orsfees, &c ' g M 

For inspector of gas and meters' office 1 ' ,„„, nn 

For sealers of weights and measures . ' 1 lr n ' 

For harbor-master of Georgetown . mm 
Formiscellaneous: printing checks on United * States 
Treasury, repairs to hay-scales, transfers of real estate, 

books of register ot wills, payment of damages Xv -»v o- 
For redemption of tax-lien 'certificates, spe^SSaitrip 
tax-sale certificates, and refunding erroneously-paid 

Taxes, eve 1 

the Sectary of the T i;i ,,s,m, to pay intomrt o V, , I ! | 
debt, &c act oi March :i, 1*77. teasanioimt of *7->(h» 

ipra 0 5M878.. b !.! Bt . 8i . , :! d . for 



Total expenditures 



325,000 00 



1, 6M, 156 38 

Balance cash on hand subject to check, July L, 1878... <i0 144 S7 

July 19, me e t it 1 < ClXi l, ' r - he r r th s " , - ti "" ot t,ie «* of 

vania avenue " a ,i '1 , t ' mill? tne ^Pavement of Peniwyl- 

inasmuch as he , i t, ' fZJPST' " re ? uirea h >' «^ 

• »*rmit< no part of the actual receipts and disburse- 
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incuts of the District government, they are not Included in the above 
statement either of receipts or expenditures. 
The amount collected under this act remaining on hand deposited, but 

not covered into the Treasury, on the 1st of July, 1878, was *!>!>8.-l7. 

The tej advanced to the Commissioners of the District by the 

Secretary of the Treasury, under the act of March 3, 1877, to pay inter- 
est on tile funded del.t, &C, was reimbursed the United States Treasury 
within the tiseal year ending .lime .so, 1878. as required by said act. 

Alhclaims arising under the late temporary commission government 
which were presented to this ollice for audit and settlement, and which 
on examination were found correct, were audited and paid, and the bal- 
ance in the Treasury to the credit of the Commissioners on the expira- 
tion of said temporary government the 1st of duly, 1878, was more 

than sufficient to 't all of their outstanding obligations. 

\n examination of the accounts of the treasurer of the District shows 
that he deposited with the Treasurer of the United States, as require, 
by law. all moneys received by him officially and has faithfully accounted 

' "l Vespeetfullv suggest that the attention of Congress be again called 
to the necessity of providing some means of payment of the outstand 

i certificates of the board of audit, and of claims of like character 

and validity for which certificates were not issued by said board, by 

reason of its discontinuance, a. uitiug to *1,0.T»,242.(«; and also for 

the examination for audit and settlement oftho.se claims which were 
either-presented to the board of audit and were not acted on by them, 

or being authorised by the sixth section of the act ot June 20, 18,4, t 

he presented to said board, were not presented within the tune peqmred 
by said act. An early settlement and payment ol these claims will 
afford arreat relief to this community. 

I recommend that authority be asked of Congress to refund the license 
taxes paid on . arts, wagons, and drays for tin" year commencing Jnlj 
I, 1876, to the parties who paid them; Congress by the act « 
is;.; entitled "An act for the support of the government ol the District 
of c ' olumbia for the fiscal year ending. June 30 1877, ^dfoytherpur- 
noses " havinir repealed the law imposuig said taxes. Most ot tin own 
Z of , arls wa,!,,,s. and drays had not paid their Ucenses at the tune 
of the repeal of the law, and thus escaped their payment, aim i t is but 
jus, that those who had promptly paid should have the amount refunded 
'thein. It will require about #4,000 to refund these kcenses. 

Bv the act of the legislative assembly approved June 25, 1873, tnc 

collector of taxes of the District of Columbia was n-uunvd on or abou 
the 1st .lav of .lulv. 187.'!. to issue, and did issue, certificates oi alltdxe* 
on rea estate which were then unpaid and in Z^l^rfZ 
1i.ica.es was sc. forth the amount of taxes m ar.vars, t number ofthe 
•square and lot, in whose name assessed, and ^*J^^°^££! 
interest a. the rate of ten per cent, per annum T ' 1 /^^^f 
by said acl made payable to the order of the ™f2ff*; 

and constituted and declared a preferred hen on J*"** SSSSto 

the amount thereof, and the governor ot the ^ 1 , ^, 

anticipate the collection of the If^.'^ltrffi 
.sale of the same or by a temporary loan based upon them. Bj virtue 

of this power many of J^^JZu^MS^ 

1 Hstrict The owners of these ccrtihcates bad the pi 

in writing, by indorsement thereon, of the collector an enfoicement ot 
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the payment of the lien after the expiration of one year f rom their date, 
and it was made the duty of the collector by said act to comply with 
the demand by selling the property against which the certificates were 
issued. The collector of the District lias been called on by the owners 
of some of these certificates to enforce the payment of the Lien as required 
by said act. and has been unable to comply with their demand, because, 
on examination, he found the taxes had either been paid, or the prop- 
erty was exempt from taxation by the laws of the District at the time 
the certificates were issued. The District of Columbia having received 
from the owners of said certificates their value in money or its equiva- 
lent, under a pledge that the taxes were due. thai the certificates were 
a lien on the property against which they were issued, and would he 
enforced on application to the collector, ought, in justice and fair dealing, 
now when it is discovered that said certificates were erroneously issued, 
and the supposed lien cannot be enforced, to pay to their owners the 
amount of the said erroneously issued certificates. I therefore recom- 
mend that some provision by law he made for their payment. 

The number of audits made from November 1, 1*77, to June ."><>. 1878, 
is L\974: and of warrants drawn in payment of said claims, 1 L533. 

The estimated expenses of this office for the fiscal year ending June 
.SO, 1870, are $19,500, as will appear in detail by reference to Appendix 
]> .'i, accompanying. 

Very respectfully submitted. 

JOHN T. VINSON, 
Auditor and Comptroller District Columbia. 
The Hon. Commissioners or the District of Columbia. 



Appendix B 1. 

Statement by the alitor and Comptroller of tin receipts of tfo District of Columbia, « re- 
ported by the treasurer, from November 1. 1-77. to June 30, 1878. 



From whom and on what account received. 



Detail 



Fiims police court. .. 



"'ill (poor fund) 

I... 

boo] 



Refunded l>v 



commissioners of sin 



Swt cent water certificates. 



payment for photogranh 
Wng.fand on accounl of 



Bt* of struts. Georgetown Town-house, fce. 



Total amount received from taxes and 



revenue 



John F. Cook, collector, general receipts t1 ■>,,, V{1 - 

John P.Cook, coUector, Heense-tax W ' ®* 

John 1 . Cook, collector, water rents and tax. .. ...i . ! ! ! i!] ! £J $1 x\ 

Norttrn' MJrket 6 ^' ^ &nd «« 

Eastern Market ... 

Northeastern Market 

Western Market... 

Western Market (note account)"" 

Georgetown Market 



4,217 00 
1,074 87 
46 00 
742 42 

l Ti* »;♦; 

1, 128 XX 



SSteK!*"*. Payments bj sunrfrv n.—! 



213 10 
56 41 



Total. 



*1. 484, 656 .').". 
1,791 01 



13, 288 83 
K), 746 47 

750 00 

1. 811 54 

< ;♦;:{ r.i 

140 18 
4:1 72 

7 00 

<;:>« 69 

2, 066 00 
1 , 650 00 

6 25 
50 00 



272 51 
832 10 



Aggregate. 



$1,521,876 
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* 

Statement by the auditor and comptroller of the reeeipU, <jc— Continued. 



From whom and OH what account received. 



Repaying Pennsylvania avenue special deposit with col- 
lector District of Colombia, set Congress July 19, 1*70... 
Prom Congressional appropriations : 
Act of ftfarcfa 3, 1*77. support «»t' tlie tire department, year 

ending dune 90. ix7h ... .* 

Act of April 1. 1878, for employment and medicines, Ac., for 
the poor of the District : 



Grand total of receipts as reported by trea surer 



Detail. 


Total. 






$25. 000 00 
20, 000 00 













Aggregate. 



$3, 677 43 



4"), 000 00 



1,570,554 02 



Auditor am» Comptroller'! Office, 
District <»r ( Columbia, 

Washington, October 28, 1878. 



JOHN T. VINSON, 
A uditor and Comptroller District of Columbia. 



Appendix B 2. 



Stat* ine.it showing the amount expended on account of the government of the Dixtriet of Co- 
lumbia from November I, 1877 (the date of last report), to June 30, 1878, a period of 
eiffki months. 



Title of account. 



DISTRICT OFFICES. 

I 'ommiaston errs' office i 

< !ompensation <»('( Commissioners 

Compensation of employes 

Contingent expenses 



Total for ( Commissioners 1 office 

.\ uditor and comptroller's office : 

Compensation of employes 

< Contingent expenses 

Total for auditor and comptroller's office 
Attorney's offloe : 

Compensation of employes 

Contingent expenses 



Total for attorney's office 
Board of assessors' offloe : 
Compensation of employes 
< Contingent expenses 

Advertising for 



Total for board of assessors' office 

Collector s office : 

Compensation of employe's 

Contingent expenses 



Total for colleetdr's office 

Commissioners of the sinking fund other i 



Compensation of employes. 

< Contingent ei 



•Xpenscs 
Rent of office 



Total for commissioners sinking fund office 
< oroner's office : 

Compensation of coroner 

Contingent expenses 



Total for coroner's office. 
Engineer's office i 

Compensation of employes 
Contingent expenses 
Advertising for 



Total for engineer's office. 
Inspector of buildings' office: 
Compensation of employes . 
Contingent expenses 



Total for inspector of buildings' office. 



Detail. 



$10, 000 02 
4,581 00 
2, 144 08 



Total. 



12, 337 02 
316 04 



4, 074 65 
603 00 



$16, 725 10 



12, 653 66 



15,963 49 
532 96 
32 38 



7, 173 74 
1,608 99 



2, 266 64 I 
1, 000 00 
425 00 



1. 200 00 
64 46 



21, 966 58 
2, 613 12 
150 50 



3, 743 33 
54 29 



5, 278 55 



16,528 83 



8, 782 73 



3,691 64 



1,264 46 



24, 730 20 



3, 797 62 



Aggregate. Grand^aggre- 
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Statement showing tk< amount expended, fa— Continued. 
Title of account Detail Total. Aggregate. 



District Omen — Continued. 

Superintendent of assessments ami taxes office: 

Compensation of employes 

Contingent expense* 



(ir;in«l aggrc 
gate. 



|3, 901 .">-' 
s:(6 34 



Total foe superintendent of a ssessm ents, dtc 

Treasurer's orh« «• : 

Comnensstiou of employes 3,600 00 

Contingent expense* 1" >0 68 



Total for treasurer's office 

Sundries: 

CompeiiMtion of inspector of gss ami meter*, 

ami assistant 1,006 06 

Compensation of sealer of weights and measures 14»; *;*> 

Cssnpensation of barbor-master ho 06 

Boon for register of will-' office 'Jo 06 

Furl for District office 83 46 

Ice for District office { M oo 

I las for District office .">0* 07 

Repairs for District office 1. 100 7:t 

Rent of District office 4. ooo 00 

General advertising 4:u oo 

Judicial expenses 1,808 



14, 7:;7 Wi 



3, 150 86 



Total for sundries $ 7m»; :t»; 



Aggregate for District offices 

WATKR DSP A RTMKNT. 

Water-registrar's office : 

Compeasstion of employes 5,088 77 

Continent expenses 1,273 

Aflvertisinu for 115 82 



6110, 127 87 



Total for water-registrar's office 0. 444 S7 

si ater dep artm ent : 

Cksaipensstion of inspectors, laborers, fcc :;:!. 4'_'7 4:t 

Contingent expenses 92. 583 ^'J 

Refunding erroneously paid n uts. Ice 188 oo 



Total for water department m ]7<» 15 

Aggregate for water department, a.<- 

METROPOLITAN POLICK. 

Pay and other expenses .,7. m 87 

rUel for station-house* 707 10 

Kent of station-houses :t (KM) no 

Bepairs to station-houses .". 



62,824 22 



86 56 



Aggregate for Metropolitan police. 



BOARD OF HEALTH. 



101,834 58 



Sanitary expense* n i.>o x« 

CoOeotmg sad 1 emoving garbage 7." 864 66 



Aggregate for board of bealtli 

rUlUC SCHOOL* OF THK DISTRICT. 
Washington school*: 

I 'ompensatioii of superintendent, teachers, and 
janitor* 



18,888 86 



1 'ontingent expenses 
Fu»l 



Repairs to buddings. 
I urniture for 



Insurance on buildings. Sec 
Rent of buildings 
Erection of ...... 



Total for Washington schools 
Georgetown schools: 



1U. 155 17 
8, 1*0 xi 
I, 405 0»> 
5, 856 4'.' 
\. 568 80 
160 oo 
14, 061 36 
1. 582 60 



jaStors** 4011 ° f su » >, rin, «' n,1 «"t- teachers, and 



Contingent expenses 
Fuel. 



Repair* to buildings 

Insurance 

Furniture 



Total for Georgetown schools 



13,083 55 
*<>o 82 
100 'JO 

lot; 77 
155 00 
286 00 



150, 416 52 



14, T.V1 84 



■ 
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Statement showing the amount expended, ft.— Continued. 



Title Df account. 



Detail. 



Total. 



Pi nut s« i lb «'i TBI Dwibict— CentmueiL 

Count} schools: 

Conioensatioii of superintendent teachers, and 

janitor* *2£582 W 

Contingent expenses _', Jll M 

Repair* to buildings -•• 1.JJJ 

Rent of buildings ^0 

Insurance « g 

Fuel 146 ,<H 

Furniture 9 - 6 ■ 



. . , (I rand ajsgre- 

A-ggregate. < 



Total for count} schools $_'9. 4.»« 24 

( !olored ichoola: 

Compensation of supei Inteudent, teachers, and 

janitors ^^JS 

Contingent expenses ;'- 

Fuel - ,M ,{H 

Furniture r{ 'Hl 4 . i! 7 . 



Insurance 



390 <»o 



Rent l,71ooo 

Erection of John P.Cook building - >47 * 

Total for colored schools 7:5 < *-° 18 

Aggregate for schools 



$268, 425 23 



him. UKPARTMKX1 ani» ALA KM. 

Department : _ _ 

Compenaation of membera, «c '•»; «| 

Contingent expenses « 25 !r 

Repairs to engine-houses *»iE a2 

d J.j .).>n On 

PurchaM WhoVaea 00 



A la ] in 



Total for department 



( ompensatioa of employe* *-'• JJJ 88 

Contingent expenses 



Total for alarm 

Aggregate for department, fcc 

CH IHITIK8 \M' I OBRKCTIONS 

Washington Asylum : . M 

Compensation of employes 99 mi -1 

Contingent expenses -■, 

Fuel ,,,{ 




56, 352 06 



Total for Washington Asylum 

Police court : . . 00 

Compensation of employes " iu-> - : ! 

Contingent expenses Jjr '.'! 

Kent of building , S 

Marshal s fee* ;•• :•■ * ! 

Remodeling building eorner Sixth and Dstreets 3, WW 00 



29, 373 .~>4 



1,098 96 



Total for police court - - - 

Support of paupers at Georgetown almshouse .. 
Sundries: . , 

Treatment of insane poor at government nos- 

,,;,.,] 9, 952 <»h 

'Transportation of paupers J • ' ' • jw, 

Payments to charitable institutions •»• IlS -V 

Support of inmates of reform school "1 •»* 

Conveying prisoners to workliou.se -» uu 

Medicines and medical attendance to] r, act 

of Congress April 4, 1*7* 



14, 995 86 



Total for almshouse and sundries 

Aggregate for charities, Ice 

IXTBKKST AND BJtDtMPTlOK. 

Interest on District bonds ; - - ■• • - 17 ' 44 " :{S 

Interest on bonds of the late corporation Of w ash- 

in -ton 

Interest on bonds of the late corporation oi Oeorge- 



28, 246 40 



. 71,925 82 



Total interest 



262, 097 75 
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Statement showing the amount expended, fa — Continued. 



Title of account. 



Date. 



Total. Aggregate. G~«gl|l* 



Interest and Redemption— Continued. 

Redemption of Emery 7^ certificates $300 00 

Redemption of water stock, District of Columbia... 15,000 00 



Total redemption $15, 800 00 



Aggregate interest and redemption $877, Wi7 75 

MARKETS. 

Eastern market : 

Compensation of market-master I, H»:> .">!• 

Contingent expenses 



413 4!» 



Total for Eastern market 

Northern market : 

Compensation of market-master 1,319 57 

Contingent expenses 8ss ;,<» 



1, 008 os 



Total for Northern market " ->us it; 

Western market : 



Compensation of market-master. 
Contingent expenses 



ire 30 
471 85 



Total for Western market 1 224 l*. 

Georgetown market : 

( ompensation of n 77^ 13 

259 38 



ompensation of market-master 
Contingent expenses 



Total for Georgetown market l u'{7 ">i 

Sundries : 

Rent of Northeastern market site 7»;4 71 

Erection of new Western market 2. 44t; 82 



Total for sundries 

Aggregate for markets 

STREET-LAMPS AND OAS. 



3,211 58 



9, 290 4:t 



Washington : 

U^tingj extinuuishing. and gas M| l87 G:i 

'll7 80 



Repairs to street-lamps . 
Erection of street-lamps. 



2, 159 22 



Total for Washington (w , P . .. 

Georgetown: 89,494 15 



■ri>-. 



SS used in street-lamps ln , 

epaira to street -lami/s ... l0 '?i5 .„ 



192 42 
235 04 
20 50 



Repair* 10 siieei-iam 
Erection of street lamps 
Contingent expenses 

Compensation of lamp-lighters . .'.'....[[[. 1. 300 C 

Total for Georgetown — 

Aggregate for street-lamps and gas 

IMPROVEMENTS AND BEPAIRS. 

r parinS i ° , \ , : Mab0r, rS - ta de- 

Pa^'TV 0 " ° f ^M'ei visors of roadg and "employes 
1 ayments to contractors ami for materials mpi ° y * 

Repairs to pumps 

Expenses of the parking commission 

M3VH ,i ; ra, ' t,,, ' s u ; ,,,, ' r i,, ' t <^< : ->»^ ; ssof 

x- V? :},'*■ for general purposes 

N orth Capitol street sewer . . 9,828 2 

> illuig grounds south of the Capitol act of ' °' ° 97 C 
gress, April 4. l*7s »P"oi, m t oi ton- 

( leaning streets and alVeVs 14. 705 00 

29. 109 XO 



12.22s 28 



40, :».").'{ 12 

14. X04 42 

37, 948 86 

2. 856 05 

5, 038 4!) 



0 

0« 



Aggregate for improvements, ftc. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 




110.092 44 



Erection of new workhouse 
Lxpenses of hay-scales 
Interest on i Linthicuin Institue loan 

S;ge^^,V 5 

Damages to real estate *' 24 

Surveyor s fees 97 . 

Kent of propertv yards' 1. 891 50 

! 200 00 



3, 17G 19 
59 18 
2, 000 00 
00 
09 
97 90 



101.291 12 
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Statement showing the amount expended, fc, — Continued. 



Title of account. 



MlSCBLLAKEOlts— CoutiniU'd. 



Treasury 



Transfers of ran] estate 

Printing ohecka «»n United States 
Refunding amoant advanced by the United States, 
und. i acl of Congreai approved Man li 1H77 . . 



a irgregate for BoiaoeUaneona. 



Sl'KCIAL ACCOl'NTS. 

Redemption of tax-lien certificate* 

Redemption <>t" special tax snip 

Redemption of tax-siil»' crrtificatcM 

Refunding erroneously paid t;i\» s, 4 ic 

Refunding amount deposited tor purohaae of Instru- 
ment* 



Total for above 

Redemption of PennMylvanifl avenue scrip, Issued 
under act of Congress approved .July if. 1876 -- 

Payments from special*taa fund for re paving Penn- 
sylvania avenue, underact of Congress approved 
July 1870 



Total 



Aggregate for special accounts 
Grand aggregate of expenditures. 



Detail. 



$211 28 
158 60 

828, 000 00 



8, 728 13 

4, 878 07 

1 , 3!>7 00 

2, .'41 91 

270 00 



Total. 



535 :$o 



5, 3159 80 



$12, 613 71 



5, 874 60 



Aggregate. 



Grand aggre 
gate. 



$332, 888 74 



18, 488 31 



$1,600,032 48 



Auditor's sun Comftoolleb's Okfk k. 
Distbict <»k Columbia, 

Washington, October 23, 1878. 



JOHN T. VINSON, 
Auditor and Comptroller, District of Columbia. 



Appendix B 3. 

Estimated expenses of the auditor and comptroller's office District of Columbia, for fiscal 

year ending -tune 30, 1*71*. 

Salary of auditor and comptroller $3,000 00 

Salary of one bookkeeper 1,800 00 

Salary <»t' one clerk 1,500 00 

Salary of three clerks, at $1,400 each 4 >200 JJJJ 

Salary of our clerk 1.200 00 

Salary of one clerk in charge of special assessments '52 !J! 

Salary of t wo rinks, at $1,200 each, oo special assessments 2, 400 00 

Salary of two clerks, at $1.50 per day each, on assessments 940 00 

Salary of one rin k, at $3 per day, on assessments — 940 00 

Contingent expenses, including furniture, books, stationery, &e 1,360 oo 

Total 19,500 00 

Respectfully submitted. JOHN T. VINSON, 

Auditor and Comptroller of the District of Columbia. 



O. — REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF THE SINKING 

FUND. 

Office of the Commissioner of the Sinking Fund, 

Washington, D. (7., November 8, 1878. 

" Gentlemen : I have the honor to inclose herewith estimates of amounts 
required to pay interest on and create a sinking fund for the payment of 
the funded debt of the District of Columbia for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1880, amounting to $1,284,145.37. 
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The first two items of 115,000 each in the estimate for sinking fund 
onroWare muired by law to be set apart annually for the gradual 

v ' ti« > X nkH and water-stoek bonds; he rei mng items 

!' I nmal ain0 nnt8 required under existing aws to redeem he 

tods at maturity, and are estimated as if the sinking hind 1 been 

originally created and invested in tin- bonds. 

Very respectftally, JAS. GILFILLAN, 

Treasurer of the United States, 
The Hon. Commissioners of the District <>f Columbia. 



a.ppendix ci. 

Office of the Commissioner of the Sinking Fimk 

Washington, />. <'.. November, 19, 187& 

Gentlemen: I have the honor to transmit herewith an estimate of 
the amount required under existing laws for the sinking fund tor cer- 
tain bondsof the District of Colombia for the service of tin* currenl fiscal 
year, ending June "> n . 1879. 
Very respectfully, 

J AS. GILFJ LLAN. 

Treasurer of the United States. 

The Hon. Commissioners of the District of Columbia, 



Estimate* of appropriation* required for the terrioe of the faeal year ending Junt 30, 1 **?'.'. 
by the commisniotwr of the ninkmg fund of the hist, ;, ) of < 'olumbia. 



Detailed objects of expenditure, tad explanations. 



! tt - 

» „ Its 



Bmend expente* Dittrtet qf Columbia (*/ nking fund). 

Markft st... k bonds (for gradual redemption), per act of ftftsemblv of the Din 
tin t ot ( olumbia, August 28, ISTl. and June 1ft. 1872 . ! *r. ooo M 

Water stocle bonds (for gradual redemption >, per act of asaembly of the Dia" 
tin tot ( olumbia, July 20, 1871, and June 20 l*7:i 1 im w 

I t'ltiKiut'iit iiii]tr..\ .'incut si \ percent bonds (for redemption aVnwturitv)Vper 
aetofaasembly of the District of Columbia, Julv 10,1871 ' 1 101 500 M 

bly ol the District <>t Columbia, .Inn.- 2 
ng bonds (for redemption al maturity), 

tat at J,., p. 86, sec. 2 

a bonds (for redemption at maturity I 
Columbia, June 20, ihtu 

« «74, i8 stat, a, i„. w vU : ,u : >{ , " : ' tmUy '- !, *: r ;: f K 7oe m 




£ — "3 9 

T 9 Z* 

- ? "T ? 

E : ? j 



1271,321 26 



JAS. GILFILLAN, 
rreaturtr qf tht United states. 
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Appendix C '2. 



Estimate* of appropriation* required for the service of the Asoal year ending June 30, 1880, 
by the commissioner of the winking fund of the District of Columbia. 



8 sit! . 



Detailed objects of expenditure, and explanation!). 



Oenenl eajpensss District <>/ Columbia {interest on funded debt). 

13,905,000, permanent Improvement (J per cent, bonds, per act of assembly 
District of Columbia, July in ami December Hi. 1X71 

11,150,000, funding loan 6 percent, bonds, per act of Congress, May 8, 1*72: 17 
Stat, at L.. |». H(i. hoc. 2 

1600,000, funding loan r, percent bonds, per act of assembly District of Colum- 
bia, June 80, 1879 

9670.000, permanent improvement 7 per cent, bonds, per act of assembly Dis- 
trict of Colombia June 83 and 25, 1h7:j ' 

|150,000, market-stock 7 per cent, bonds, per act of assembly District of Co- 
lumbia, A ngust 23, 1871, and June I!*, 1872 

1423,000, water-tttock 7 per cent, bonds, per act of assembly District of Co- 
lumbia, July 30, 1x71. and June 86, ih7:i 

$53,000; (general stock 6 per cent., per act of corporal loo of Washington, August 

18, 1K2H 

$685,000, genera] stock 6 percent., per act of corporation of Washington, October 
25, 1H4:{ 

147,500, canal-stock 6 percent., per act of corporation of Washington, April 14. 
1K47 

6178,9000, general stock 6 per cent., per act of corporation of Georgetown, ap- 
propriated 

620,000, genera] stock 8 percent., per act of corporation <>t' Georgetown, May 

12. 1871 

620,000, bounty-stock 6 per cent., per act «»t' corporation of Georgetown, Septem- 
ber 24, 1Kf»4 

630,000, market-stock 6 percent., per act of corporation of Georgetown, Jan- 
uary 6, 1M4 

6281,750, t'uiMliiiy loan per cent, bonds, per act of Congress, June 20. 1878, 
Session Laws 1*77 ami 1h7H. p. 206 

613,743,250, funding loan 3.65 percent, bonds, per act of Congress, June 20, 1874. 
and Fel.rnar.v 20. 1875; 18 Stat, at I... p. 120 

Sinking fund. 

Market-stock bonds (for gradual redemption), per act of assembly District of 

Columbia August 23, 1*71. and June 19. 1H72 

Water stock bonds (tor gradual redemption), per act of assembly District of 

Columbia, Jury 20, 1*71. and June 26, is7:j - 

Permanent Improvement o per cent, bonds (for redemption ;it maturity), per 

act of assembly District oi Colombia, July 10, 1871 -• • 

First Issue <>t' permanent Improvement 7 per cent, bonds (for redemption at 

maturity), per act of assembly, District of Columbia, June 23, 1873 

Twenty-year 6 per cent, funding bonds (for redemption at maturity), per act of 

Congress, May 8, 1M72; 17 Stat, at L., p. 86, sec 2 - 

Thirty-year o per cent, funding bonds (for redemption at maturity), per act «»t" 

assembly District of Columbia, June 20, 1X72 

Fifty-year :5.o."> bonds (for redemption at maturity), per act of Congress, June 

29, 1874; IK Stat, at I,., p. 120 




T. W 



MA* 



o 



-■ 



sf-Sl 

= £ t £ 
3 era - 



6239, 700 00 
69. 000 00 

39. GOO 00 

40. 900 00 
10,590 oo 
29, oio oo 

2. 650 oo 

41. 100 00 

2. 856 00 
10. 698 oo 
1. 690 00 
1, 200 00 
1. 800 00 
14,087 56 
501,638 02 



15, ooo oo 
15, 660 60 
101, .^09 00 

7, or..-) 28 
29. 181 84 

7. 772 27 
95. 700 66 



$1,012,924 12 



271,221 23 



i.284.14.-> :rr 



J AS. GILFILLAN, Treasurer of the United Stats*. 



* Appendix C > y >. 

office of the Commissioner of the Sinking Fund, 

Washington, I). C, November 11, 1878. 

( rENTEEMEN : I have the honor to state that there will be required for 
the expenses of this office for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1880, for 
clerical services, $2,400; for contingent expenses no estimate is made, 
there being a balance on hand sufficient for that purpose. 

Very respectfully, JAS. GILFILLAN, 

Treasurer of the United State*. 
The lion. Commissioners of the District of Columbia. 



- 
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D.— REPORT OF THE COLLECTOR OF TAXES. 

Collector's Office, District of Columbia, 

Washington, November 1, J 878. 

Gentlemen: 1 have the honor to submit the accompanying report 
showing in detail the transactions of this office, transfers <>!' stock of the 
late corporations of Washington and Georgetown, and collections of tax 
since date of last report (November t, 1877) to July L, L878, together 
with estimate of amount required to defray the expenses of the collector's ' 
office for fiscal year ending June 30, 1879. 

RECEIPTS. 

General taxes for Washington City for year ending June 

30, 1878 $809, 177 22 

General taxes fur Georgetown for year ending June 30, 
187S ' 61,879 <>:{ 

General taxes for Washington County for year ending June 

30,1878 ' :»7,*<;i 82 

*«>rw, 918 67 

Personal taxes for Washington City for year ending June 
30, 1878 ' ! fos, 17.', 06 

Persona] taxes for G 'getown for year ending June :;<», 

1878 11,887 51 

Personal taxes for \\ ashington Count v for year ending .June 

30, 1878 ' ' 3,506 10 

1 18, 560 09 

General taxes for Washington City for year ending June 

;> >°> 1KrT ' 53,790 87 

General taxes for Georgetown for year ending June 30. 

IS/ < 7 027 04 

General taxes for Washington County for year ending June 

30, 1877 , v p ;7 ,<> 

89,066 16 

Personal taxes for Washington City for year ending June 

•' ,() ' lri \\ ;— ■ ; - 77H 48 

Personal taxes for Georgetown for year ending .June 30 

1877 

Personal taxes for Washington County for year ending June 

lH7: 82 22 

• . - „, , . 1,166 68 

General tax for Washington City for year ending June 30, 

18711 4>o I7B 'it' 

General tax for Georgetown for year ending June 30, 1876* r >' 578 9? 
General tax for Washington County for y?ar ending .June ' " 

^ im 2,947 66 

joy f)", 

Geneml tax for Washington City for year ending June 30, 

lo/«j - .... .... ...... , } > - i *f\ 

General tax for Georgetown foi •"year ending Jnne'ao'iws 9 ?» % 
Gen,, ( aH,, x lor Waanington Count, for y7« Z ling" June ' ' 

' ' J 9,050 59 

GC lST!.'. , '. ! :. ft T. W, ' Sllil ' Kl ' m atj fM • Vl ' ar <•'•<«..« June 30, **' 27 

General tax for ( faonretown fnr"vll»V«jiM"* V 13,330 66 

7,947 16 

Redemption of Ux-Ueu oertiflcatea for ye„ ending June », * * 

^ P *^^»^«»^"for-yV« eidlng-j^Uab; W '' m °* 

1,536 50 

19, 529 58 
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License $88,163 (54 

Arrears. Washington City 4,714 73 

Levy court ' 72 25 

Advertisements, 1871 , 719 77 

1876 504 46 

1875 1,661 42 

Special tax. corporation oi Washington 4,344 66 

District of Columbia 65 32 

Repaving Pennsylvania avenue 3,677 49 

Water fund, water-main taxes, advertised 6,971 25 

water tax. water main, Ac 89,990 08 

Permit-fees 847 42 

Redemptions, sale June 13, 1878 365 11 

August 11, 1*77 104 17 

tax-lien sales 164 76 

Auctioneers' returns 205 00 

A. (i. Riddle, attorney. District of Columbia, costs, District of Colum- 
bia vi. A. Bregassi 12 00 

North O Street and South Washington Railway Company, repairing con- 
crete 242 18 



Total amount received 1,488,337 04 

Transfers of the registered stoek of the late corporations, Washing- 
ton and ( Georgetown, I). C, made in accordance with act of the legis- 
lative assembly approved August 23, 1871, are as follows: 

WASHINGTON STOCK. 

Six per centum. 

1877. 

Nov. 6. W. S. Cox and R. P. Dodge, trust Jennie E. Fowler, from Stephen 

P., Hill and P. Campbell, by H. E. Oftiey, attorney $1,000 00 

9. Edw. T. Palmer, of Baltimore, Md., in trust for Mary A. Beall, 

Montgomery County, Maryland, from Robert W. McPherson... 1,000 00 

Holmes E. Offley & Co., from Stephen Guista, by attorney 400 00 

Miss Elizabeth E. Tyson, Montgomery County, Maryland, from 

Stephen Guista, by attorney 1,000 00 

12. Miss Elizabeth E. Tyson, Montgomery County, Maryland, from 

Stephen P. Hill, by attorney 300 00 

Holmes E. Ottley & Co., from Stephen P. Hill, by attorney 200 00 

21. Hester T. Stiles, in trust, from Elizabeth Rowland, to J. S. Ander- 
son, attorney 800 00 

Dec. 5. Lewis Johnson & Co., from Susan B. Stevens, by Riggs & Co. .. 2, 100 00 

Riggs &, Co., from Susan B. Stevens, by attorney 400 00 

6. Edw. T. Palmer, of Baltimore, in trust, from Riggs & Co., by 

attorney 400 00 

8. Mary N. Whit a 11. from Susan B. Stevens, by Riggs & Co 1, 100 00 

11. George A. Bohrer, in trust Mary L. Clib, from George A. Bohrer, 

guardian 3, 280 00 

Sarah Ellen Ottcrback, from George A. Bohrer, guardian 4,238 00 

Herman W. Davis, guardian of Emma Jane Davis, from George 

A. Bohrer, guardian 4,238 00 

17. W. S. Cox, C. S. English, and R. P. Dodge, in trust estate of D. 

English, from Lewis Johnson & Co., by attorney ( 2,000 00 

Thomas K. Scheller. from Lewis Johnson & Co., by attorney ' 100 00 

1878. 

Jan. 2. Watson Freeman, from II. E. Offley & Co., by attorney 600 00 

Peter Campbell, from estate of E. Anderson, by J. J. Wingud. 100 00 

9. D. W. Middleton, jr., from Peter Campbell 100 00 

11. Mary E. Paneoast,' from Peter Campbell 100 00 

14. D. W. Middleton, jr., from Caroline Newman, by attorney 100 00 

17. Susannah Carrieo, from Mrs. James Carrico 200 00 

25. Susanna R. Green, from estate of M. Green, by executrix 700 00 

96. Amelia M. L. Egan, from S. M. Massoletta 500 00 

Feb. 5. Elizabeth A. Koones, from Lewis Johnson & Co., assignees 100 00 

Miss Elizabeth S. B. K. Koones, from Lewis Johnson & Co., as- 
signees 200 00 



3 C D 
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pjt> 5. Lewis Johnson & Co., tan Lewis Johnson & Co., **lg™* .... U.O00 

Thomas K. Scheller, from Lewis Johnson & Co. ; assignees - 

13. Mary Blakeley, from Lewis Johnson & Co., a^nees ...... .... l,w 

19. Lewis Johnson .V Co., from estate oi Adam Gaddis, by adminls- ^ ^ ^ 

trator ..»••«••••• • .•••••••»••«•••*••***•* ■ < ~ o no 

March 1. Miss M. E. Pancoast, from Lewis Johnson & Co 

Lewis Johnson & Co., from Mary K. Lewis " 

2. Miss M. E. Pancoast, from Lewis Johnson & Co •> 

32. Thomas K. Scheller, from Lewis Johnson A Co • ' » 

April 3. Miss Jessie M. Carter, from Lewis Johnson & Co C 

6. Miss Jessie M. Carter, from Lewis Johnson & Co 1 • 

3(). Elizabeth E. Tyson, of Montgomery County, Maryland, from 

Adam L. Rose, treasurer Harmony Lodge No. 9, I. O. O.H .... «W 
May 3. Celestine Knstis, from Sarah E. Fenwick, by Riggs* Co., attor- 

J aey8 200 oo 

4. Miss Alice Yoe, of Prince George's County, Maryland, from William 

M. Maddox, guardian 111 IM> 

8. Lewis Johnson & Co. from Miss Alice Yoe '- ,(,,, 00 

14. Rig^s & Co., from Thomas Killiam. by attorneys 500 oo 

June 3. H. Bowyer McDonald, from W.J. McDonald, by attorney 2,500 oo 

12. William Laird, jr.. trustee, fromestateof Mary Miner, by executor. 1,340 <«» 

14. Laura M. Jones, from John H. Elliott, by Riggs & Co.. attorney . 200 oo 

Riga's & Co. from John H. Elliott, by attorney 200 oo 

18. Ellen Jaimey, from Riggs & ('«».. by attorney 500 on 

20. Kate D. Augur, of Louisiana, from Riggs & Co.. by attorney — 200 oo 
Kate D. Augur, of Louisiana, from Lewis Johnson A Co., by 

attorney 100 00 

H. E. OtMey, trustee, from Lewis Johnson tV Co., by attorney... 114 "0 

21. A. M. & A. B. Leggett, of New York, from Riggs A Co.. attor- 

neys, administrator S. E. Jackson 2,000 00 

Five per re til urn. 

1877. 

Doc. 11. Sarah Ellen Otterhaek. from George A. Bohrer, guardian 345 00 

Herman W. Davis, guardian Emma Jam- Davis, from George A. 
Bohrer, guardian 345 oo 

1678. 

Jan. 25. Susanna R. Green, from estate of M. Green, by tin- executor 1,330 00 

Chesapeake and Ohio Canal stoek. 

^ 1878. 

Feb. 8. Harriet J. Bennett, from Stephen Guista, by attorneys 750 00 

May 3. Celestine Enstes, from S. E. Fenwick, by RiffgS A Co., attorneys.. 300 00 
June 10. George W. Featherstonhaugh, of New York, from John D. Me- 

Pherson, trustee, by attorney ]00 qx) 

Thomas R. Featherstonhaugh, of New York, from John i). Mc- 
pherson, trustee, by attorney 100 00 

James D. Featherstonhaugh, of New York, from John I). Mcpher- 
son, trustee, by attorney jOij 00 

QEOBG ETOW X st< >c K . 

Six per ecu I am. 

1877. 

D< iH7ft 10, Mary I(la Llltz ' from ( ' XC( ' utols estate of I). English 132 00 

Jan. 2. Lewis Johnson & Co., from H. L. Offntt 700 00 

1,000 00 
7<;o 00 
1,07:'. 93 
397 00 



17 K tt !' r- 8l ^. 0f .PWladelphi^Pa., by attorney. 
oV v • i ? I< ; I / 1,orson > from Lewis Johnson A (Jo., by attorney ' 
24. Miss H. J. Bennett, trom Sarah E. Prior, by attorney 




11 Peter Campbell, from Charles Whelan g 2 

hv a^ttontf U ' V A - ^ *™ UU »*> tVom H:*£'0fflJy&CoV, * ° 3 
April L John Rose Magr^ "ftomMarV E. Maunder' \ \ V. ." \ \ \ I [ [ [ [ \ \ \ \ 000 oo 
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1878. 

April 2. John A. Campbell, from Peter Campbell $57 03 

9. Lewis .Johnson & Co., from David Auld, by L. S. Prey, attorney. 1,U00 00 

15. John A. Campbell, from Franklin Whelan 57 03 

It; .Johnston Brothers & Co., of Maryland, from John Rose Magru- 

der, by EL D. Cooke, attorney . 2,000 00 

96. Margarel Kenny, from Johnston Brothers & Co., Maryland, by H. 

I ). ( looke, attorney 300 00 

H. I). Cooke & Co., 'from Johnston Brothers & Co., Maryland, 

by H. I). Cooke, attorney 1,700 00 

May 2. H. E. Offley, trustee, from H. D. Cooke & Co.. 1,000 00 

June 10. Ellen Janney. of Philadelphia, Pa., from Lewis Johnson & Co., 

by attorney 1,000 00 

12. Farmers and Mechanics' National Hank, Georgetown, D. C, from 

Farmers and Mechanics' Bank, of Georgetown, D. C, W. Laird, 

jr., cashier 3,500 00 

13. H. U.John, jr., and William Marbnry, execntom of John Marbury, 

from H. E. Offley, trustee, by attorney 1,000 00 

14. Peter Campbell, from John A. Campbell 114 06 

IK Lewis Johnson & Co., from Peter Campbell 114 06 

Market-koust — six per centum. 

187& 

Feb. 27. Anne Eliza Laub, from estate of C. H. Laub, by administratrix. 283 40 
Manrarel W. Davidson, from estate of C. H. Laub, by adminis- 
tratrix 552 40 

Clara W. Noyes, from estate of C. H. Laub, by administratrix.. 552 40 
July 27. Louise L. Welch, from the estate of C. H. Lanb, by the adminis- 
tratrix 552 40 

Nannie Walsh, from the estate of C. H. Laub. by the adminis- 
tratrix 552 40 

March 8. Nannie Walsh, from Lousie L. Welch, by J. W. Walsh, at- 

torney 552 40 

April 1. John Rose Magrnder. from Mary E. Magrnder - 2.002 26 

L6. Johnston Brothers & Co., of Maryland, from John Rose Magru- 

dep. by H. D. Cooke, jr.. attorney 2,002 26 

June 12. Farmers and Mechanics' National Bank, Georgetown. D. C, from 
Farmers and Mechanics' Bank, Georgetown, D. C, W. Laird, 

cashier 87 00 

19. Ellen H. Cummings, from Johnston Brothers & Co., Baltimore, 

"Md., by H. I). Cooke, attorney 400 00 

Harriet B. Cummings, from Johnston Brothers & Co., Baltimore, 

Md., by H. D. Cooke, attorney .............. 400 00 

II. B. Cummings, guardian, from Johnston Brothers & Co., Haiti- 

more, Md.. by H. D. Cooke, attorney ---- 800 00 

II. S. Cummings, from Johnston Brothers & Co., Baltimore, Md., 

by H. I). Cooke, attorney 40^ 

Bounty stock — xir per centum. 

1 878 

Feb. 27. Anne Eliza Lanb, from the estate of C. H. Lanb, by adminis- 

tratrix --••*"" "a **; V 

April 9. Lewis Johnson & Co., from David Anld, by L. S. Frey, at- ^ 

19. Jessie M. Carter, from Lewis Johnson & Co 1,000 00 

Eight per centum. 

1878 

June 12, The Farmers and Mechanics' National Hank of Georgetown, D. C., 
from Fanners and Mechanics Hank of Georgetown, D. C, by 
W. Laird, jr., cashier lj ' UUU UU 

RECAPITULATION. 
Washington City. 

$47 224 00 

Six percent., quarterly * ft' 080 00 

Five per cent., quarterly -. - ' ti , n m 

Chesapeake and Ohio Canal 6 per cent., semi-annual - 1 » 6oV w ^ 594 00 



I 

» 
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Georgetown. 

, , 123,633 17 

Six per cent., quarterly g lg 

Market-house, quarterly V ?00 (HI 

Bounty, quarterly..-.-. 15', 000 00 

Eight percent., quarterly S49,471 35 

Total v 100,0*36 

Of the amount of $1,488,337.04 coUected by the District of Columbia 
through this office, the following items of amounts were received on ac- 
count of tost funds, and are subject to the demands oi the panics or 
commissions interested : 

Redemption of tax-lien certificates, as p.-r account of auditor.. - 14,273 14 

Arrears of tax, corporation of Washington (subject to sinking-fund com- 

mission ) ...... .. ....... 4, / 1 4 < • > 

Arrears of tax, levy court of Washington County (subject to sinking-fund 

commission) '~ - * 

Special tax, corporation of Washington, payable i<> holders of scrip 4, 344 66 

Repairing Pennsylvania avenue, payable to holders of scrip 3,677 49 

Redemptions from tax sales <>:{ 1 04 

17,712 31 

Leaving a balance available to the District of Columbia of $1,470,604.73. 

Estimate of amount required for support of office for fiscal year ending 

June 30, 1880. 

Salaries : 

Collector $4,000 

One clerk 1,700 

One clerk 1,200 

One clerk ; 1,000 

One clerk 900 

One clerk, 307 days, at $3 931 

One messenger 4H0 

Temporary employes . 500 

$10,761 

Other expenses : 

Stationery 2, 000 

Contingent 1 000 

3.000 

Total 13,701 

The assessment valuation of real estate for year ending June 30, 1878, 
for the city of Washington, as per report of assessors, November 10, 
1877, was $83,101,484; the tax levy of $1.50 on each $100 of valuation, 
the amount derivable therefrom $ 1,246,522.26 : on account of which 
there has been collected to date $1,020,881.72. The assessment valua- 
IcooioT, S ? . em , ^^townjas per report above referred to, was 

IS'™} 5 the ^ tevy of $1.50, the amount derivable therefrom was 

*-> on ' r ; tv amm,,t 0t Whlch there nas collected to date 

H t; ass, ' ss,,K ; ut ( ou tside of the two cities) Washington 

^^S^.S*2S 5*5* to W to 18,480,365, 80 per 



reshi ue $ Iffl 6 07*7 i w T"?^ yields $84,803.05 : the 

coUecKr lit **> Va^ 44 - 7 . 5 ' 011 account of which there has been 
of $280251 77 it - I ' ' lea Z! ng a townee on account of this levy 
error* Tif a^ssm^/ ^ tins balance to be discounted by 
ments on file ^ eertin <^» of superintendent of assess- 
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The assessors reported November 20, 1877, a personal tax valuation: 

Washington City $18,487,967 

Georgetown 2,687,432 

Washington County 549,607 

Aggravating 725 > 006 

On account of this return of personal tax there has been collected to 
date, *l.~)0,s;,;U7. 

Quite a percentage of this tax, especially of that portion imposed by 
the board of assessors, has been modified, and that levied on capital of 
the national banks of this District suspended by processes of law, not 
vet decided. 

On the 15th of December, 1877, the collection of ail moneys due for 
water-rents, taxes, permit fees, and all other payments heretofore paya- 
ble at the water-registrar's office, was ordered to be paid in this office. 
This order has been carried out with the endeavor to satisfythe tax-payer, 
which, coupled with the other duties belonging to this office, has very 
severely taxed the limited clerical force of this office, allowing no time 
for perfecting necessary office-work ; for as soon as one strain of collec- 
tion ends another commences, compelling much extraordinary clerical 
service. 

The compendium of arrearage account is being pushed to completion 
as fast as time will permit, and when completed will be advantageous 
alike for the use of the office and taxpayer. 

Much of this arrearage of tax is now overburdened with accrued pen- 
alty, interest, and other costs attendant on attempts to enforce collections 
thereof. A privilege to pay the same with six per centum per annum 
interest from the respective times said taxes were made due and paya- 
ble, granted for a period of six months, would afford opportunity and 
encouragement to clear up properties so embarrassed, and the District 
would have sooner the avails of much of this delinquent tax. 

Respectfully submitted. 

1 JOHN F. COOK, 

Collector of the District of Columbia. 
The Hon. Commissioners of the District of Columbia. 



E— REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF ASSESSMENTS AND 

TA X ES. 

Office of Superintendent of 

Assessments and Taxes, 
Washington, D. C, Xoronber 5, 1878. 

Gentlemen: In compliance with your communication of the 18th 
ultimo, I have the honor to submit a detailed statement of the trans- 
actions of this office since my last annual report. 

All transfers of real property in the District of Columbia, made dur- 
ing tln« calendar year ending December 31, 1877, have been entered on 

the tax-books. . . # 

A general assessment of all real property in this District was com- 
pleted by the board of assessors, and finally returned to this office Sep- 
tember 19, 1878, and the general-assessment book for the city, which 
had been in preparation in this office since April 19, 1878, showing all 
the recent subdivisions and divisions by deed of all lots and parts ot 
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lots, together with 'the front and square feet of each, and the rate of 
a^ssment, was completed and ready for use ^mber^ 1878. 

The general tax-books for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1879, wen 
then commenced and were completed in time for the collector to receive 

taxes November 1, 1878. . , 

The assessed value of real property in the District as returned to the 
collector for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1879, was in— 

, 1T . . . |75,566 t 801 oo 

Washington Cit 5 5 242 284 00 

g eor 8 etown .... 6 603,417 00 
County ____L__^ 

Total H7, 491, 442 00 

The assessed value of real property in the District, as returned to the 
collector for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, was— 

In Washington Citv' HH . 4 M 00 

In Georgetown 6,028,041 <»<> 

In count v s - 366 00 

111 ' ' ?H7, (509,890 00 

To this add improvements made since Last assess- 
ment — 

In Washington City 1 • 224,960 00 

In Georgetown.... 41,900 (Mi 

in county 60,960 00 

1,327,810 00 

Total 96,997,960 00 

Showing the reduct ion of the assessed value of real property to be — 

In Washington City §8,770,633 00 

In Georgetown s-27.717 no 

In county 1,817,900 00 

Total 11,446, 966 00 

The personal assessment, as reported by the board of assessors, al- 
though not yet completed, amounts, up to the 3d of November, to 

Amount returned on account of personal tax to November t>, inclu- 
siv 



Washington $rt, 4o:i, :«)6 00 

Georgetown i [56,244 00 

County 11)5,771 00 

Total 9,754,321 00 

There have been examined in this office upw ards of (400) four hundred 
applications for licenses and transfer of licenses to sell liquor by retail. 

real property assessed in the names 
ot parties presenting themselves us bondsmen, &c, are daily issued. 

lhe applications for licenses and transfers of the same and for certifi- 
cates are increasing every .war, and impose a vast deal of labor on this 
office. 

JL 8 ^ h *J? wi $ h VT ****** ° r fche amounts accessary for the sup- 
port ot this office tor the liscnl year ending June 30 L880 

\ cry respectfully, 

WILLIAM MORGAN, 
». a , Hwpermtendent of Assessments and Taxes. 

lhe don. COMMISSIONERS OF Till; DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
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Appendix E 1. 



Office of Superintendent of 
Assessments and Taxes, 

Washington, November 19, l« v 78. 

Gentlemen: I have the honor of submitting the following estimate 
of receipts of the District government for the year ending June 30, 1880: 

Tax on real property for 1879 $1,290,612 

N , xv buildings $2,000,000, tax $1.50 30,000 

1, 320, 612 

Deduct 19 percent 250,916 

Si, Ubv, bifb 

Tax on personal property *I? , {55 

Deduct 20 percent o4,000 

21o, uou 

Delinquent taxes: Seal estate, $170,000; personal, $75,00Q 'inn'Unn 

Licenses > 

Markets, $fiO,500; building permits, $3,000 

Interest on Washington school fund bonds of'SK 

Fines police and criminal court. $25,000; dog tax, $6,000 .7 nn 

Renl of wharves, hay-scales, dfcc •*> uuu 

Total 1> 694 > 819 

K(S1>, ' ( t,,,,ly ' WILLIAM MOEGAN, 

Superintendent of Assessments and Taxes. 

The Bon. Commissioners of the District of Columbia. 



Appendix E 2. 

Office of Superintendent of 

Assessments and Taxes, 
Washington, J). C., November 5, 1878. 

Estimate of the amounts that icill be required for the support of the office of 
the superintendent of assessments and taxes for the fiscal year ending June 
;50, 1880. 

SALARIES. 

Superintendent ; ^3 600 00 

ja^ee clerks ~ 7 720 00 

One messenger 

m f ,i C, 720 00 

Total ' 

Twelve tax-hooks, 1879->80 j*j*J ^ 

Stationery, &e inn nft 

T • 1 . . . AW vV 

Incidentals « no n0 

Repairing and binding record-books )U 

900 00 
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F.—RErOET OF THE ASSESSORS. 

Assessors' office, 

Wash i nglon, D. C, November 8, 1*78. 
Gentlemen: In answer to your communication of the 18th ultimo, 
requesting a detailed statement of the transactions of this departmdllt 
since our last report up to the first of last July, we have to inform .yon 
that since the date of said report we have completed the assessment ol 
personal property for the fiscal year ending June 3CL 1878, ot which we 
advised you in a communication dated March 14, L878. 

In making said assessment we were nimble, in many cases, to obtain 
such information as would insure its accuracy, and as a result many of 
the accounts were erroneous and have since been corrected. 

On the 0th of April, 1878, in compliance with section 1 of the act 
of Congress approved April 3, 1878, entitled "An act to amend an act 
entitled 'An act for the support of the government of the District of ( Co- 
lumbia for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, and for other purposes.' v 
we proceeded to assess the value of all the real property in the District 
of Columbia, which assessment has been completed and reported to the 
superintendent of assessments and taxes. 

Section 2 of said act of April 3 authorized the assessors to take an 
accurate census of the inhabitants of the District of ( olumbia while en- 
gaged in making the assessment. We have to inform yon that the ad- 
ditional duty imposed by said act has been completed, as shown by the 
accoi npanying re] >ort. 

In compliance with our request. Mr. H. W. Brewer was appointed on 
the 27th day of March last to make surveys of the wharf lots in George- 
town. These surveys were found to be necessary to the completion of 
the Numerical and Plat Book now in course of preparation in this office. 
But little progress had been made with this book before it became ap- 
parent that other surveys were necessary. To meet that necessity per- 
mission was asked and granted for Mr. Brewer to extend his operations 
to other portions of Georgetown. 

fhe work of preparing the Georgetown Numerical and Plat Book is 
being vigorously prosecuted, and we expect to furnish, tor the next an- 
imal assessment, a more complete record of the leal property of George- 
town than has ever before existed. 

We renew the recommendation made in our last report for the abolition 
of the tax on goods and merchandise held for sale, and the substitution 
therefor of an annual license law. This latter will, in our judgment, be 
a more equal distribution of the tax on this class of property. This 
method of imposing a tax on business is, we think, by far less objection- 
able than the present, both to the officers whose duty it is to levy the 
tax, and also to the person taxed. It will also do away with the 'most 
unpopular feature of our personal-tax law, which requires the merchant 

d\Vrimcnt aU * ^ bttSine88 affilirS ' often t() 1,is - m,t 

We also renew our recommendation for the abolition of the tax on the 
stock issued by the late corporations of Washington and Georgetown, 
KiSo^f^ 8 ^ 8 ^ 1 ^^ certificates of indebtedness issued by the 

; ; *>y District on its own indebtedness 

l^^y^L«?T% an * oppressive, a partial repudiation of 
sue of I ^ ccm h ; H 1,( 7 M( ( ' rshm(li ^ l>ad at the time of the is- 
SU< ot tin se secunt.es. It also tends to injure the credit of the District, 
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depreciating it own securities at home, and driving our own citizens who 
hold them, because of their loss of the one and a half per cent, tax, to dis- 
pose of them at a discount to alien creditors, who, because of their ex- 
emption from such tax, save a corresponding amount ij hence to tax them 
is. we think, a discrimination against our own citizens. 

We respectfully ask that authority be given to begin the annual as- 
sessment on the first of April instead of the first of July, as formerly. 
.More time will thus be given for the examination of property, and the 
assessments can be made with greater accuracy. Greater facilities will 
be afforded for the preparation of the tax-books in the office of the su- 
perintendent ot assessments and taxes, and many errors, the result of 
undue haste, will be avoided. 

We believe the Commissioners have full authority under act of June 
11, 187s, to give such authority. 

The estimate of expenses of this department for the fiscal year ending 

June 30, 1880, 



For tin.-.' Msemore *M25 

For three clerks - 

For assessments on annual assessment and persona] tax ^, ^ 

For books, blanks, stationery, Ac JjjJJ 

For oin- messenger wu 

Total 13 ' 596 

Very respectfully, 

1 WM. DIXON, 

(>. A. BOHRER, 
B. 1). CARPENTER, 
Assessors District of Columbia. 

The Hon. COMMISSIONERS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 



Appendix Fl. 

Assessors' Office, 
WmhMlgte*, B. C, November 5, 1878. 
GENTLEMEN: We transmit herewith tables exhibiting in detail the 
results of the census taken this year: 
Table No. I.— Population of the District. 

Table No. L\— Foreign-born and citizen with parents ot foreign birth, 
in District of Columbia. 
Table No. 3.— Number of blind, insane, &c. 

Table No. 4.— School population, children between the ages ot band 
17 years, inclusive. 

Table No. f>.— Educational table. 
Table No. <>.— Ages by decades. 
Table No. 7.— Nativities, Anierican-born. 
Table No. s.— Nativities, foreign-born. 

Very respectfully, WM DIXO N, 

G. A. BOHRER, 
P>. D. CARPENTER, 
Assessors District Columbia. 

The Hon. Commissioners of the District of Columbia. 
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CENSUS OF 1878. 
Table No. 1. 

Population of the District of Columbia. 





White. 


< iolored. 


Total. 


Male. 


Female. 


ICale. Female. 




42, 282 
8, 848 
5, 228 


40. 758 
4. 184 
4. 137 


is. 741 

l, ;»(i7 

8, 587 


24, 171 
1,877 
3,581 


131, !»47 
11, 571 

l o. 533 




51, 858 


55, 074 


23, 895 


29, 729 


ir.it. 961 



Washington 
Georgetown 
County 

Total . 



Table No. 'I 
FonUjn-hom and citizen with parents of foreign birth. 



Foreign-bom, 


Parent! foreign b >rn. 


Mai.'. 


Female. 


Mai,-. 


Faaajaaa. 


(5, 229 
852 
812 


t;.4i7 
346 

747 


•JO, 805 
1,886 
3. 113 


25, 950 
1,551 
2, 985 


7. 498 


7. '.10 


31,014 


30, 486 



Table X<>. .1 
Showing number of blind, insane f 4 < . 



"Washington 
Georgetown 
County .... 

Total 



Blind. 


Insane. Deaf. 


Dumb. 


Idiot IC 


M 
0 

n 


22 53 

7 


30 


20 
2 
5 


035 51 


48 


73 


057 111 


84 


27 



Table No. 4. 

School population, children between the ages o/6 and 17 years, ineluswe. 



"Washington 
Georgetown 
County 

Total 



Whit-. 



I lolored. 



22,087 ; 
2. 158 
2. is.", 



20. 426 



!», 586 
794 
1,987 



12, 374 



Total. 



31. f,M) 

2, 948 
4, 172 



88, 800 
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Table No. 5. 
Educational table of tht population. 





Attending 
school. 


( lannot read. 


Cannot write. 


Under 20. 


Over 20. 


Under 20. 


Over 20. 


Washington 

Total 


20, 841 
1, 921 
8, 060 


4, 564 
213 
000 


16, 977 
1, 210 
3, 071 


7, 092 
321 
008 


20, 482 
1, 533 
3, 092 


25, 842 


5, 377 


21, 268 


8, 081 


25, 107 



Table No. 6. 
Age of population fry decades. 





• 

- d 
•- 9 

- E 
u 


= 

fij 
1 


© 

T 1 

%i 

1 


© 

\i 

r 


© 
- — 

fa 

s5 


a 

1 


Between 00 
and 70. 


© 

18 
r- 

8 


8 

|1 


Between 90 
and 100. 


o 

1 

8 

rH 


Washington .... 
Georgetown ... 
Count v 

Total . . . 


30. Ml 

8, 040 
4. 500 


25, 720 

2. 409 

3. 128 


25, 092 
2, 125 
2, 751 


20, 500 

1, 573 

2, 538 


14, 806 
1, 145 
1,785 


8, ISO 
820 
981 


4,187 
408 
481 


1, 485 
145 
240 


328 
23 
57 


58 
7 
5 


20 
1 
I 


38, 47* 


31.323 


30, 508 


24, 710 


17, 730 


9, 790 


5, 070 


1, 870 


408 


70 





Table No. 7. 

2bftfa showing ///< nativities (American born) of the population of the District of Columbia. 





District of Co- 
lumbia. 


Maryland. 


cs 

1 

E 
> 


Alabama. 


Arkansas. 


California. 


! Colorado. 


Connecticut. 


Delaware. 


Florida. 


! Georgia. 


Washington 

Georgetown 


57, 580 

6, 700 

7, 086 


20, 705 

1, 033 

2, 855 


2U880 

1,092 


194 
11 


45 
1 


87 
7 


10 


498 
15 


293 
20 


80 
9 


284 
12 




2, 792 


13 


1 


5 


1 


49 


18 


10 


34 


















Total 


71,591 


25, 193 


25, 814 


218 


47 


99 


11 


502 


331 


99 


330 

















• 


Illinois. 


4 
I 

I 


Iowa. 


4 
1 

M 


Kentucky. 


Louisiana. 

j 


Maine. 


05 

I 
■ 

M 

o 

1 

1 

& 


Michigan. 


4 

O 

■ 

B 
I 

.2 

9 


Mississippi. 


Missouri. 


Washington 

Georgetown 

County 

Total 


370 
36 


340 
4 
29 


234 
4 
19 


so 
1 


336 
14 

32 


220 
7 

12 


675 
18 
59 


1,272 
45 
140 


237 
10 
29 


69 
3 
5 


179 
16 
13 


197 
6 
21 


420 


373 


257 


90 


382 


239 


752 


1,463 


270 


77 

— — 


208 224 
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Tabus No. 7.-IS** *>><>«'<»!7 ""' »««'•''«■*> ^ — Continued. 





ci 

M 

1 

2 

« 


« 


© 

— 

CO 

g 
■ 

A 


New Jersey. 


i 

5 
If 

to 

5, 041 
202 
391 


I 

0 

c 
o 

465 
18 
86 


.2 

3 

3 


0) 

E 


1 
> 

■ 
G 

§ 

Ph 


Rhode Island. 


s 

O 

1 


Tennessee. 




26 


2 


398 
13 
42 


789 
29 
58 


1,415 
54 
104 


12 


4, 270 
165 
321 


1 A'l 

5 
16 


359 
16 
34 


7 
39 




2 




3 




28 


2 


4r»:i 


876 


5, 634 


569 


1, 573 


15 


4, 756 


164 


409 


280 


• 

• 


as 
« 
g 

H 


5 

5 
£ 

E 

c 

► 


J 

% 
E 

■ 


d 

5 

\> 


el 

M 

00 
7i 
*— 

< 

G 


« 
9 
c 

s 

-1 


j 


• 

« 
• — 

H 


c 

B 

s 

* 

■ 


a 


a 

I 

u 
1 

^= 
* 


1 




74 

5 
9 


376 

1 

35 


259 
5 
1 


148 

2 
6 


2 


6 


10 


2 


7 


5 


2 










l 


6 








Total 
















88 


414 


265 


1M 


6 


2 


6 




8 


7 


5 


2 



Total American bora, 144.790. 

Table No. 8. 

Table thawing the nativities (foreign-born) of the population of the DitMctof Columbia. 

































I 
M 

H 


• 

J 


= 


- 


1 

1 


i 
■ 

§ 

i 


a 

> 
o 


*• 
1 
..-> 

I 

«| 
r. 
I 


• 

6 

I 


i 


s 

•= 
■•- 

! 


1 


■ 

i 






E 
— 


oE 




?: 


to 












X 




Washington 


1.220 
65 


5. 916 
409 


348 
11 


30 
') 


262 
8 


11 
1 


18 


62 

1 


233 
12 
» 


•i. ^4*5 
208 
672 


29 


30 


91 
1 


Georgetown 




173 


911 


43 


8 


39 


4 


! 


1 


6 


2 


12 






Total 


1. 45fl 


7. m 


402 


35 


309 


16 


a 


65 


265 


4. 723 


35 


32 


104 
















i 














| 




fc 
-1 


£ 


if 

— 
— 

— 


= 

at 


Norway. 


i 

I 

do 


4 

ft 

/. 


■ 


s 




i 


1 

t 




Wa^hiniton 


12 


160 


21 




9 




100 

3 


26 
2 






34 


8 


3 


10 

3 


G^or^-riywri 


1 


2 


2 


Corrntv 


1 


5 


5 


2 




24 


1 








1 






Total 


13 


166 


26 


27 




127 


29 


2 




34 


9 




13 




2 


3 
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Table No. 8. — Table thawing the nativities, fa — Continued. 
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G.-ANMIAL REPOBT OF THE INSPECTOR OF BUILDINGS. 

Office of the Inspector of Buildings, 

Washington, Z>. ft, October. 1878. 
Gentlemen: I have the honor herewith to transmit my annual [re- 
port for the year ending June 30, 1878, covering the transactions oi his 
office since my last report, commencing on the 1st day o f November, 
1877, together with some few suggestions and recommendations roi me 
coming year. 

Tabular statement of permits issued far buildings, #c, from Nom mber I, 1877, to June 30, 

1878, inclusive. 



No. 



Description. 



344 

22H 
22 
3 
1 
1 

17 

2 

ft 4 

2 

172 
73 
30 
3 
1 

76 
22 



1,001 



New brick dwellings and stores 

Brick repairs, including back buildings — 
Brick Btablesand carriage-houses (private). 

Brick Hvery-stables 

Brick .school-house 

Brick church 

Brick workshops 

Greenhouses 

Brick office buildings 

Ice-houses 

Frame repairs, including back buildings. . . 

Frame sheds 

Removals of frame houses 

Signs 

Boiler 

Awnings 

Vaults (being 265} linear feet) 



Permits at a total value of. 



Value. 



$77.'), 880 
97, 251 
8, 770 
♦ ►4, 000 
run. 0(H) 
700 
24, 830 

250 
16, 37.') 
2,500 
29. L'f»7 
8, 429 
2, 325 
36 
150 



1, 125,763 



The total revenues for the eight months amount to $2,007. 

By reference to the above statement it will be seen that the total 
number of new buildings erected during the tight months is 372, making 
a total number of buildings erected in the cities of Washington and 
Georgetown of 27,503. This is exclusive of buildings owned by the 
United States. 

There have been entered 05 complaints of dangerous and unsafe build- 
ings, all of which have been examined and acted upon by the inspector 
and his assistant. 

In the absence of positive law, I have experienced considerable diffi- 
culty in enforcing the proper construction of buildings. 

The building regulations being now authorized with power to enforce 
them will, in rature greatly assist me and secure to the community a 
much better class of work. 

In connection with this I would state that the outdoor duties are 
more than can be properly attended to by myself and one assistant, 
especially as he has to go afoot, which you will readily see when taking 
into consideration that we have to look after and examine, while in 
course o construction, all new buildings, all alterations and repairs to 
old t buildings, in both of the cities of Washington and Georgetown, 
besides plan and supervise the construction and repairs of all the build- 
mgs belonging to the District ; also examine into all cases of complaints 
made to tins office. 

^ (, l'I ,os,Ml •» increasing the expense* of this office, if it could 
out, Zfli Z wS^ led t ,°, a , sk v "" for an additional assistant for the 
to f m 1, w: " 1 V, ,m ^ ch ««Per and I believe more efficient, 
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However arduous the duties have been, the work of the department 
as well in as outside of the office, has been well attended to and well 
kept up. In this connection I would also respectfully submit for 
your consideration the increase of the salary of the second assistant 
who is required to have a full knowledge of building construction as 
well as of materials, which I am pleased to state is the case with the 
present incumbent, and to retain him it will be necessary to make an 
advance upon his present pay. 

District building*, 

STATION-HOUSES. 

As recommended in my last report, the cells in the various station- 
houses have been very effectually ventilated, and the defective construc- 
tion of the sewer in the fourth-precinct station remedied. A cell-build- 
ing has been added to the first precinct station-house by the owner of 
the property, under the supervision of this office, and it is now a very 
complete station-house. 

The tilth precinct station-house, situated on Tenth street, between D 
and E, northwest, is not adapted for the purpose, being hemmed in on 
both sides, and thereby very deficient in light and ventilation. I find 
it is under lease, at * 1 ,-00 per annum, the lease expiring. October 1, 1880. 
\\ ith a view to a change, I have examined the old Central guard-house, 
on Louisiana avenue, between Ninth and Tenth streets, and I find that 
by an expenditure of $2,000 it can be put in good order, and make a first- 
class station-house, and be an economy to the District, as it does not 
bring in any revenue as it now stands. 

I have examined all the other station-houses as to their present con- 
dition, and have estimated the cost of keeping them in repair during the 
fiscal year at $1,700. 

POLICE-COURT BUILDING. 

Since my last report, the old Unitarian Church, at the corner of Sixth 
and I) streets, has been reconstructed for a police court, and is now occu- 
pied as such. It is well adapted for the purpose, and accommodates all 
the offices connected with the courts. 

MARKET-HOUSES. 

The market-houses are all in a fair state of repair. The cost of keeping 
up the same during the fiscal year will be about $2,000. 

I would respectfully call your attention again to the great necessity 
of building a suitable market-house on Seventh street, between N and () 
streets, northwest. The old sheds are fast becoming dilapidated and 
unsafe, and altogether unfit for the purpose. The cost of a new building 
would be repaid by the sale and rent of the stalls within the next five 
years. The situation is certainly the best in the northern section, being 
convenient to street railways and to a large and growing population, 
and be an ornament to that thriving portion of the city. 

ENGINE-HOUSES. 

As already stated in a detailed report upon the condition of the engine- 
houses, there is required an immediate appropriation of about $1,060 to 
make necessary repairs* to the engine-houses, and a further appropriation 
of $1,000 for necessary repairs during the fiscal year. 

4 c D 
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As stated in my last report, the No. 5 engine-house in Georgetown is 
in a very infeiW condition, the walls being sprung and the building 
altogether ill adapted for prompt working. 

With a view to provide a proper house, near the same locality, plans 
and specifications have been prepared for remodeling the old town-house 
on Bridge street, and which I find would make a very superiorly ar- 
ranged house, at a cost of about $3,700. As this is District property, 
my opinion is that it would be more economical than to rebuild on the 
present site. 

I would also impress upon you the necessity of immediate action upon 
the recommendation made in my report of September 9, to repair and 
make safe the No. 2 engine-house. 

In conclusion, I would recommend an appropriation for one more 
engine-house in the northern section, as the money has already been 
appropriated for the apparatus. The cost of the building and ground 
would be about $10,000. 

NEW WORKHOUSE. 

I would recommend that the two present wings of the new workhouse 
be fully completed and the heating apparatus put in out of the present 
appropriation, to do which will require $5,500. It will require a further 
appropriation of $8,500 to fully complete the south wing, now com- 
menced. 

SCHOOL-HOUSES. 

I am unable to state the condition or furnish estimates for school 
buildings, as they are almost entirely in the hands of the mechanical 
janitor employed by the school board, except in a few instances, where 
it has been referred to me. 

I would here again remark that I am of the opinion that all the Dis- 
trict buildings should be under the supervision of this office, which 
would enable the inspector more fully to report upon their condition and 
advise as to the necessity for repairs and make the necessary estimates. 

RECAPITULATION OF ESTIMATES. 
Repairs to station-houses ^ 700 

'ooo 

000 

2, 060 
Q 7()(j 

new engine-nouse and lot innno 

Completing south wing of workhouse 1..™." "I" " "***"* g| 500 



Altering Central guard-house ' 2 

Repairs to market-houses I. V.[[Y.Y. ft 0( 

Kepairs to engine-houses a' nan 



Altering town-house to engine-house «>' 7(K> 

New engine-house and lot - — 

leting 

Total 



The estimated expenses of this office for the year are as follows: 

Salary of inspector . 

Salary of first assistant •*» 400 

Salary of second assistant .. ... ' 700 

Salary of messenger h 

Contingencies, books and blanks" ][ ' 4 *J! 

...... .... ...... ...... ...... ...... oUU 

Total 

Respectfully submitted. 

Til OS. B. ENTWLSLE. 

Inspector of Buildings. 
Hob. ComctssioNKRs of thb District 0F Columbia. 
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BL— REPORT OF THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS. 

Office Board of Fire Commissioners, 

Washington, November 1, 1878. 
Gentlemen : I have the honor to transmit herewith the report of the 
l>oard and accompanying reports of the chief engineer of the fire depart- 
ment and the superintendent of the fire-alarm telegraph, as called for 
in your communication of October 18, 1878. 

PETER F. BACON, 

Secretary, 

Hon. Commissioners of the District of Columbia. 



Office Board of Fire Commissioners, 

Washington, November 1, 1878. 

( i kntlemen : In accordance with your request of October 18, 1878, we 
have the honor to submit herewith a report of the transactions of the 
tire department from November 1, 1877, to June 30, 1878, with the rec- 
ommendations and estimates for its support for the fiscal year ending 
dune 30, 1880. 

EXPENDITURE. 

The expenditures of the department during that period were as follows: 

Fire department, salaries $36,733 78 

Fire department, contingent, Including hose, repairs to apparatus, feed, and 

supplies of all kinds 11,H33 72 

Repairs of engine-homst 2,292 05 

Purchase of horses 1, W5 00 

Pae] 55b 0b 

Fire-alarm telegraph, salaries ?'??! S 

Contingent loU b2 

56, 352 06 



The above figures are from the hooks of the auditor of the District. 
It will he seen that the figures of Mr. Miles do not agree with them, as 
he claims an expenditure for that period of $4,338.70. This discrepancy 
is an illustration" of the necessity that all bills appertaining to the fire 
department and paid out of the funds for its support should be trans- 
mitted to this board for its approval, so that a correct record of the same 
can be kept bv us. As it is now, bills for repai rof engine-houses and 
other bills appertaining to this department never come before us, so that 
w e have no means of knowing what the expenses of the department are 
without going to other officers of the District government tor the infor- 
mation. We deem it unnecessary to give all the reasons why, if we are 
to be held responsible for an economical administration ot the nre depart- 
ment, we should at least know what expenditures are made on account 
of that department, as such reasons will no doubt suggest themselves to 
you as business men and experienced officials when the matter is called 
to your attention. 

ESTIMATES. 

The estimates for the ensuing year amount to 8117,130, as will be seen 
by the accompanying reports of the chief engineer and superintendent 

of the fire-alarm telegraph* . . . 14 . rrtTW ^ noo 

Hi nee the date of our last report authority was obtained from Congress 
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« m „,.!„„ ft f two new engine-houses 11,1,1 " <i"'P'''«'"» of thjee 

tS&£%ZiE£ was appropriated therefor, no, f 

which amount was expended pnor to July I, L»T». 

BUILDINGS. 

The buildings and rooms occupied by the dei>artmen1 are as 

Offices for the board of commissioners and duet engineer, room ju, 

Columbia buildings. 
Central office fire-alarm telegraph, No. 486 Louisiana avenue 
Fire-engine houses and one truck-house in the several sections ol the 

Clt [n this connection attention is called to the suggestions in the report 
of the chief engineer, relative to the necessity for the repair of some oi 
the houses, which suggestions are approved. 

APPARATUS. 

The apparatus of the department has, as tar as possible, been kept in 
the best order, as it is absolutely necessary that it should be kept ready 
for immediate use at any hour. Detects which in other services could 
be borne with or risked cannot in this service be permitted. 

HORSES. 

The number of horses now in service is 28, of which 8 are useless. 
It may be well to state here that the animals recently purchased for the 
department have not been up to the standard required. The work is 
heavy and arduous, which none but the best animals can stand, and 
we submit that it is not true economy to purchase low -priced horses, as 
they are liable to break down on the first hard run. Formerly it was 
not unusual for horses to remain in the service three or fours years. 
Now (and the work is no heavier) the average will not reach one year. 

FIRE-ALARM TELEGRAPH. 

The tire-alarm telegraph continues to work in the most satisfactory 
manner, but to meet the needs of the service there should be at least 

forty-seven additional boxes erected in different sections of the cities of 
Washington and Georgetown. The cost would be small and the results 
great, as many sections are now comparatively unprotected by this valu- 
able auxiliary of the department, 

FIRE-PLUGS. 

As Shown by the report of the water registrar there are 7.~,7 fire plugs 
in tin; District. 11ns number should be increased at even opportunity, 
as it is entirely too small, and such of the old plugs as have 9-incb out- 
ers should be altered to 10-inch, thus securing uniformity. Our prede- 
cessors have made similar recommendations several times, and the mat 
^ntwL lmp0rta i nt 2 ne and 8noul « not be neglected*. Without a 
H ZmZr W th( - to «■ valueless, and in this Dis 

5S^«rS&? 1 f S l ? , ' , ' , tainl - v ,,()t u l> t( > th *' requirements. The 
a v i 1 I ti l *; im )> h ' \ l « the outlets be large enough to enable as to 
SSSffta \ U tlV ttei « hborh ood of some of the large buildings, 
EbS^^ -ty, the 9 Inch pffi should at 
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DISABLED FIREMEN. 

We again call attention to the fact that no provision is made by law 
for members of the department who are unfit for active service by rea- 
son of disability incurred in the line of duty. We are compelled to 
carry those men on the rolls as active members, or else discharge them 
from the force broken in health and unable to make a living for them- 
selves or families. We would recommend that provision be made for 
such men in other branches of the public service suited to their physi- 
cal condition. Where men are so far broken in health or maimed by 
accident as to be totally unfit for any duty whatever, they should be re- 
tired upon pay sufficient to keep them comfortably during the continu- 
ance of their disability. There are several men now in the depart- 
ment who will never be able to perform active duty as firemen, and some 
provision should be made for them at once. 

firemen's convention. 

We beg leave to call your attention to the fact that the seventh an- 
nual convention of the national association of tire engineers of the. 
United States will be held in this city in September, 1879. In the sev- 
eral cities in which previous conventions have been held especial efforts 
have been made for the care and entertainment of its members. It is 
desirable that this (tit v should not prove an exception, and we urgently re- 
commend that the sum of |1,000 be set apart for that purpose. The 
importance of this organization is now so universally recognized that to 
annual sessions bring together the representatives of all the leading fire 
departments of the country, both paid and volunteer, and thus far their 
labors have produced good results, as was to be expected from their 
interchange of experiences and practical ideas. 

THE OPFICEBS A>'D JIKN. 

We cheerfully bear testi iy t<» the general good conduct of the offi- 
cers and men <>V the fire department. Their efficiency is best shown by 
the fitrures in tin- chief engineer's report, which demonstrate the results 
of prompt suppression of tires much better than any unsubstantiated 

statements could. . „ , . , 

Knowing that their appointment to and retention in office does not 
depend upon political influence, but upon their fitness for duty as fire- 
men, the members of the force, in these hard times, endeavor to perform 
their duties in a satisfactory manner. But they would accomplish little 
without thorough discipline, and to the intelligent supervision of Mr. 
( 'renin, chief engineer, and his promptness and zeal in the Romance 

Of his duties, supported by the faithful service of his assistant Col. W. 
O. Drew, must be ascribed the high standard attained by the force, its 
promptness, celerity of movement, reputation tor good order and ae- 
Low edged success' in subduing tires and preventing large ™"^g™ 
tmns. The superintendent of the nro-a arm telegraph, Mr Miles, has 
.proved himself a very efficient and useful officer, and he n£^*M"£; 
ants have discharged their duties with such wal-and ^f^J^ t 
fire-alarm apparatus is kept in most excellent «^^P"^^ 
certain alarms are given, enabling the engines and men to_ roach ftres 
with but little delay. Time is a most important footer rathe snares 
sion of fires, and every minute gamed represents a ny doda n wortUot 
property saved. Our community cannot claim exemption from the great 
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disasters to which all cities are subject, but the history of the District 
of Columbia lire department is a guarantee that our citizens have all 
the security against tire which a department of the size of ours can a-t- 

f0rd ' W. K. COLLINS, 

PETER F. BACON, 
THOMAS L. BUMS, 
Wire Commissioners District Columbia. 

The Hon. Commissioners of the District of Columbia. 



Appendix HI. 

Office Chief Engineer. Fire Department, 

Washington^ November 1, L878. 

Gentlemen: In compliance with your request of October is, 1H7S, I 
have the honor to submit herewith a report of the operations of the ire 
department from November 1, 1S77, to June 30, 1878. and estimates for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1880, also a detailed statement of the 
number of fires, a roster of members, and an inventory of property of 
each company. 




As compared with the same time the preceding year this shows a Large 
reduction, both in fires and losses. 



APPARATUS. 



The apparatus on hand consists of 0 engines, 7 bose-caniages, and 
1 old and I new hook and ladder track, the former so completely out of 
repair as to render it absolutely worthless, and it should be rebuilt The 
remainder are in good working order. 

HOUSES. 

Since the last report the repairs to houses have been verv BngW and 
I ^ nk^rl!r ni) ° ra Y (;banicter * TI,ose ^Pied by No*. 1 and 4 com- 

wSist S^ f?^ 8 ' mC udin « «ew roofs, and the trnek-house, 

Ste^t^f ^SFT company, will also need considerable 
wXmi^l^ Ut Tlie honso of N ° : 5 company, in Georgetown, 

wMch^tis ftUd is QOt to the purposes for 

Sfcnof^! ent.relytoo small for the use of tlie roinpan.v, 
SZff2^ onfi for fche officers and men, having ft 
hous'e iS2j^ b ^ lm V^ ttnd is 8caroel y <>*' Bufficient size to 
~ r i m<M y m *> 1 "W* that the old town-hall 

can b eXu r :::r; 1 aU( V' 0,, y 01 ' t(Ml int <> M enginehouw, which 

houses h Tto Jw stric ^ ^ IM *» 0ne of *• 



HOSE. 

In tl 
on 



hand /" now «*5 ptwidedL there being 

condition, and 2 1 00 fr P t ,f i ' S ° m j; ?? od condition, 1,<hio feet in fair 

in JJS ttSSS&J' 1 ,eathei ,,ose thurc are 
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HORSES. 



There were purchased (taring the period embraced in this report 5 
horses ; turned over to the property clerk, 5; now on hand, 28, of which 
only 20 are in good condition. 



WATER SUPPLY. 



Attention has heretofore been called to the fact that many fire-plugs, 
especially those that were first laid in the business portion of the city, 
have only 9-inch outlets. In order that a full supply of water may be 
had in case of need, these pings should all be altered to 10-inch outlets, 
and a number of new ones erected. 



FIRE-ESCAPES. 



I deem it my duty to again call your attention to the necessity of fire- 
escapes in all large buildings where numbers of persons are congre- 
gated. I quote from my last report: 

It is of course impossible to designate any class #f apparatus to l>e used for this pur- 
pose, as in the multiplicity of deeupu no common standard has been agreed upon by 
the tire departments, hut needy legislation should compel all proprietors of hotels, 
public halls, and extensive business places to make the best arrangement possible in 
that direction, and a sense of duty should actuate the several chiefs of the govern- 
ment departments in the same manner. 

In addition to lire-eseapes I would ask that in all the government buildings in the 
city iron ladders reaching from the ground to the roof be constructed, and kept in 
position at all times, thus providing a mode of reaching the roof in time of fire, should 
one occur. This precaution should also be taken by the hotels. Such ladders could 
be placed against the Inside or court-yard walls of the public buildings, and in the 
others suitable places could be found,' so as to prevent their interfering with the ap- 
pearance of t he edifice. 

ESTIMATES. 

The estimates submitted arc, for the cost of maintaining the two new 
companies from January 1 to July 1, 1ST!), 113,280, and for maintaining 
the entire department tor the fiscal year succeeding, $109,280. This is 
in excess of previous years on account of the addition of one engine and 
one t ruck company to' the department. If another new engine company 
is organized, and it is needed, the above estimate would be increased by 

Experience has demonstrated that to properly manage a hook and 
ladder company, with the multitudinous duties imposed upon it on the 
tire-ground, a membership of at least twelve men is necessary, and I 
respectfully and urgently recommend that the truck company now m 
the service, and the new one to be organized, be placed upon that basis. 
With the necessity for such increased membership in view, I have made 
my estimates for the salaries for the two truck companies upon the basis 
of twelve men to each company. 

MORALE OF THE FORCE. 

It is a gratifying fact that during the time embraced in this report 
the conduct of the members has been so generally good that no dis- 
missal has occurred, and the few breaches of our strict discipline were so 
slight as to merit only reprimands or other nominal punishment. 

CONCLUSION. 

In concluding, I beg leave to return sincere thanks to the honorable 
Commissioners of the District, the board of lire commissioners, the as- 



« 
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aiatant chief engineer, and other officers and members of the depart- 
ed tnfmajor ami superintendent and officers of the Metropol- 
ian police, all of whom, in their respective capacities, have rendered 
me ready, valuable, and intelligent assistance in the discharge oi my 

dutie8, MARTEN CKONIX, Chief Engineer. 

The Hon. Commissioners of the District of Columbia. 



Fire Department estimates, >i<<ir < tiding June 90, 1890. 

For salaries of commissioners, chief, and assistant chief engineer, 

officers and men <>t'six engine and two truck companies $69,680 

Contingent expenses of above M.ooo 

Hose (not included) ,; < ,K,l> 

Salaries and contingent expenses additional company I*i UW 

121,400 

Estimate* for two truck companies, twelve men each, from January I, 1879, i>> Jtme 30, 1879. 

Salaries 080 

Contingent expenses 

$1V2-1» 

Estimates for additional engine company tor same period : 

Salaries. 3,900 

Contingent •> 1 < M » 

0, (KU» 

19,340 

Appendix 11 2. 

No. i Engine, Washington, D. C, 

October 1% 1878. 

Sir: Pleasefind inclosed inventory of stock, fixtures, &c, of No. 1 
Company for year ending 30th June, 1878. 
Respectfully, yonra, - 

AT JOS. P ARRIS, Foreman. 

Martin Cronin, Esq., 

Chief Engineer District of Columbia Fire Department. 



Annual report of stock, fixtures, d>., of Engine Company Xo. 1, ending June 30, 1878. 

Members of No. 1 Engine Company. 



Names. 


Aye. 


Occupation. 


Residence. 


Joseph Parris 

T„ m ' Af . ., 

.James Monantv 

William B. ReaJ i:"" 

A lists. Dunbar 


42 

M 

35 


Plasterer 

Machinist 


1829 L street. 

K, bet 20th and 21st .streets. 

23d. bet G and II streets. 

2112 N street, n. w. 

1210 8th street. 

1825 L street. 

40 I street, n. e. 

1212 24th street. 

1215 L street, 

1606 16th street. 


Plumber 

Laborer 


William French 

Daniel Williams 

Calhoun Clark.... 
James F. Edwards (extra) 


35 
34 
37 
39 
44 


Pattern-maker 

Laborer 

do 


do 


do 

Carpenter 
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1 writing-desk' 
1 stove, 
l carpet. 

8 chairs. 

1 looking-glass. 

1 clock. 



SITTING-ROOM. 



1 center-table and cover. 

2 pictures. 

1 round table. 

I checker-board. 

1 old sofa, in very bad order. 



BED-ROOM. 



1 carpet. 

in iron bedsteads. 
12 gam spittoons. 

Ill chairs. 

Hi yards old crash, 
in pillow-slips. 
40 sheets. 

hi blankets. 

14 towels. 

2<> li. w white bed-spreads. 
20 old spreads. 

'JO mattresses, hair and Bhuck. 
IT. pillows. 

2 extra bedsteads. 



1 alarm-gong. 
1 copy rides. 
1 stair-carpet. 

1 oil-cloth, in bad condition. 

1 feather duster. 

1 brush and dustpan. 

1 coal-hod. 

1 soap-dish. 

W extra globes. 

1 scrub-brush. 

1 old stair-earpct. 

I pope's head brush. 

1 looking ass. 

1 comb and brush, in bad condition. 



ENGINE-ROOM. 



1 second-class Amoskeag engine, in good 

order, complete. 
4 extra wheels. 

2 monkey-wrenches. 

1 jack-screw. 

1 extra pole. 
•J sponges. 

2 chamois skins. 
:'. oil-cans. 

6 assorted wrenches. 

8 old tiles. 



1 chisel. 
1 shovel. 

1 poker. 

2 lamps. 

1 old gas heater, and m bad order. 

1 old vise, in bad order. 

1 whip. • 
5 gallons machiue-oil. 

1 gum bucket. 

2 old spittoons. 

50 feet small gum hose. 



Hosk DEPARTMENT. 



1 hose-carriage, complete. 

1 . 850 feet good hose. 

1. LOO feet in bad order. 

200 feet life-line. 

50 feet picket-ropes. 
1 compound hose-pip*'. 
1 smoke-cap. 

1 brass pipe. 

2 Johnson pumps. 



4 hose jackets. 

1 whip. 

2 cut-off nozzles. 
6 old pipes. 

2 lamps, one a reflector. 
1 hose-oiler. 
1 extra pole. 
1 gum bucket. 



hostler's department. 



4 horses, 2 in good and 2 only in fair 

condition. 
4 sets double harness, in good order. 

1 breast-collar, complete. 

2 extra sets of reins. 
4 extra collars. 

2 forks. 

2 currycombs and 2 brushes. 

1 shovel. 

2 brooms. 



1 clipping-machine, in bad order. 
1 pair shears and comb. 

1 cutting-box. 
25 bushels oats. 

300 pounds straw. 
COO pounds hay. 
5 bushels mill feed. 

2 mane-brushes. 

4 horse-blankets. 
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ADJOINING ENGINE-ROOM. 



1 carpet. 
S ami-chairs. 
1 glass. 
4 pictures. 
1 stove. 



1 comb and brush. 

1 soap-dish. 

1 baa piece oil-cloth. 

1 zinc platform for Btove, 

1 old coal-hod. 



MISCELLANEOUS. 



4 tons splint coal. 
12 tons hard coal. 
| cord sawed and split wood. 
1 step-ladder. 
1 lfi-foot ladder. 
6 oil-cans. 



1| bars castile soap. 

6 papers tripoli. 

6 sheets crocus cloth. 

6 sheets emery-cloth. 

2 scrub-brushes. 

2 whitewash-brushes. 

1 box brown soap. 
12 chamois skins. 

5 pounds sponge. 

2 feather dusters. 
4 corn brooms. 

6 extra lamps. 
6 hame-straps. 



1 old water-cooler. 

1 old wheelbarrow. 

2 old shovels. 

1^ barrels cement, 
i barrel plaster paris. 
S wooden buckets. 



STORE-ROOM. 

f> extra tract -. 

r> papers stove-blacking. 
»; dozen boxes matches. 

90 pounds waste. 

4 papers lampblack. 

3 pounds oxalic acid. 
6 balls wiek. 

2 currycombs and S brushes. 
1 Bhovel. 

1 pitchfork. 

2 steam-gauges, in bad order. 
1 stable-broom. 



Inventory of stock and fixtures of Engine Company Wo. 2 up to July, 187S. 



Washington, D. C, 



1878. 



Sir: I most respectfully submit the following list of property of No. 
2 Engine Company: 

J£ T^wF b ? k * * ouso ' in ? very dilapidated state, on D street 
neai Twelfth street, northwest, with hose-tower attached. 



ENGINE DEPABTMENT. 



1 Clapp & Jones engine. 

1 Gould heater. 

1 Pruentz relief-valve. 

1 spring-bottom oikr. 

2 spanners. 

2 monkey-wrenches. 

1 screw socket-wrench. 

2 socket-wrenches. 

1 5-gallon machine-oil can. 

1 5-gallon coal-oil can. 

2 gallons machine-oil. 

1 1-gaUon machine-oil can. 
\Z sheets emery-cloth. 
2 pair wire pliers. 
1 vise and bench. 

1 hammer. 

2 cold-chisels. 



1 gallon axle-oil and can. 

2 flat files; 2 half-round. 
1 soldering-iron. 

1 pair of Key's pipe-tonga. 
1 screw-jack. 

1 cord of pine wood. 

3 tons of soft coal. 

2 pounds of engine-packing. 

1 pound of sheet-gum parking. 
12 pounds of cotton waste,. 

5 pounds of whiting. 

1 pound of oxalic acid. 

6 papers of tripoli. 

1 extra engine-pole. 

2 hand-lanterns. 
1 clock. 
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HOSE DEPARTMENT. 



1 hose-carriage. 

2 900 f*-«*t of canvas hone. 

5 section-heads, repairing. 

2 axes, long handles. 

3 short-handle axes. 
2 ladder-straps. 

2 Jones couplings. 

2 reducers. 

1 Y -connect ion. 

3 feather pipes. 

6 nozzles. 

2 gam pipes. 

2 patent spray-nozzles. 



1 patent cut-off nozzle. 

2 old brans pipes. 
1 pair of shafts. 

1 pipe-holder. 

2 Johnson pumps. 
1 smoke-cap. 

4 hand-lanterns, two of them old. 

1 reflecting lantern. 

100 feet of picket-line rope. 
200 feet of cotton life-line. 

2 gum buckets. 

1 extra carriage-pole. 
1 carriage-jack. 



Hi > STLE R'S DE PABTB ■ NT. 



4 horses, not very serviceable. 
2 sets of double harness, new. 

2 sets of double harness, old. 
4 extra bits. 

3 old collars. 

4 extra traces. 
8 halter-straps. 

2 pad riding-saddles, one of them old. 
I hand < dipping-machine. 

1 pair of clipping-shears. 

2 currycombs. 

2 corn mane-brushes. 
2 hair horse-brushes. 
2 whips. 
1 old bridle. 

1 har ne ss punch. 
4 old collar-pads. 

2 Bete of pole-straps and improved snaps. 

2 old sets of pole-straps. 

2 old sets of breast -st raps. 
40 bushels of oats. 
800 pounds of hay. 



700 pounds of straw. 

6 bushels of mixed feed. 
1 peck of flaxseed meal. 
1 peck of salt. 

4 new horse-blankets and hoods. 
4 very old blankets and hoods. 
1 cutting-box. 

1 feed-bin. 

2 pitchforks. 

1 l-peck measure. 

2 knee-pads. 

4 hitching-straps. 

1 dozen assorted snaps. 

1 set of lead bars. 

2 water-buckets. 
4 surcingles. 

2 stable-brooms. 
2 shovels. 
4 collar-pads. 
1 feed-sieve. 
4 horse-troughs. 



HOUSE DEPARTMENT. 



12 iron bedsteads. 
K) hair mattresses. 

12 shuck mattresses, old. 

11 feather pillows. 
6 old hair pillows. 

30 bed-spreads. 
30 blankets. 
24 pillow-slips. 
24 sheets. 
2 good carpets. 
50 yards of linen crash. 

12 yards of stair-carpet. 



40 feet garden-hose. 

3 extra glass water-gauges. 

I pair shears. 

6 chamois skins. 

1 pound of sponge. 

6 bars of castile-soap. 
20 bars of brown soap. 

6 bars of carbolic soap. 

3 boxes of Young's detergent. 

3 papers of stove-polish. 



12 yards of stair oil-cloth. 

10 gum spittoons. 

12 cuspidores, spittoons. 

2 clocks. 
21 arm-chairs. 

2 stoves and pipes. 

1 stove in hose-tower. 

2 coal-hods. 

1 center-table and cover. 

1 secretary. 

7 window-shades. 

1 looking-glass. 



MISCELLANEOUS. 



1 gross of parlor matches. 

2 scrub-brushes, 
paint-brushes, 
lamp-wicks. 

copper-bottom water-boiler, 
coffee-boiler. 
4 tin cups. 
2 hickory brooms. 
8 corn brooms. 
1 cross cut-saw. 



2 
6 
l 
1 
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OF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 



1 hatchet. 

1 jack-piano. 

2 pounds of nails. 

1 dozen window-lights. 

1 backgammon-board. 
4 tons of hard coal. 

2 coal-hods. 
2 pokers. 

2 dust-pans. 
2 dust-brushes. 
2 stove-brushes. 
2 feather dusters. 
1 water-pot. 



3 door-mats. 
1 hair-brush. 

1 comb. 

2 stove-shovels. 
2 wash-stands. 
I bath-tub. 

Bible. 

blank roll-hook. 
1 alarm and 1 day book. 
1 requisition-book. 
1 step-ladder. 

Library containing 90 bound books and 
17!* unbound books. 



1 

1 



Liat of members of No. 2 Engine Company. 



Xame 



"William A. Shedd, foreman . . 

Samuel Dawes, engineer 

Thomas Martin, fireman 

Samuel Edwards, hostler 

( iharlea Mead, private 

Jos. Lenman, private 

John Brosnan, private 

Frank Snyder, private 

John Maddox. private 

William Mahoney. extra man 



Age. 



3S 

88 

31 

W 

22 
24 
34 
89 
30 



Occupation. 



Residence. 



Machinist 317 Twelfth street, n. w. 

Carpenter *» 1 -4 H street, n. w. 

Blacksmith 310 Twelfth street, n. w. 

. do j 1606 Sixteenth street, n. w 

Carpenter 4">] I street, n. w. 

Blacksmith 508 Eleventh street, n. w. 

Paver 110 L street, n. w. 

Hostler I 2318 II street, u. w. 

Wheelwright 820 C street, n. w. 

Laborer 141) Fayette street, (leorgeto 



Respectfully submitted. 

\YM. A. SHED0, 

ForemaM. 

Martin Cronin, Esq., 

Chief Engineer of District of Columbia Fire Department 



Inventory of articles in Xo. :> Engine-House. 



E X ( i I X 1 5 Eft I >EPA 1 tTM 1 S X T. 



1 single pump upright-tank Amoskeag 

engine, in first-class order. 
7 wrenches, assorted. 

2 oil-cans. 

1 socket-wrench. 
I poker and shovel. 
1 hammer. 
1 jack-screw. 

1 large spanner for air-vessel. 

1 thaw-cock. 

10 feet of steam-hose. 

2 lamps. * 



I Walton heater. 

II extra wheels. 
1 small ax. 

1 gallon coal-oil. 

2 tons splint coal. 

| cord sawed and split wood. 

1 gum backet. 

1 large coal-oil can. 

1 feather duster. 

1 chamois-skin. 

•1 gallons machine-oil. 



HOSE DEPARTMENT. 



1 hose-carriage, complete. 

1900 feet of canvas hose, in had condition. 
500 feet of leather hose, in had condition. 

2 gum pipes. 

2 leather pipes. 

2 Jones reducer. 

2 Johnson pumps. 

2 Jones branch couplings. 



•200 feel life-line. 

200 feet of street -rope. 

2 fire-axes, 
2 lanterns. 
1 jack-screw. 
1 pipe-holder. 
1 canvas apron. 
!• plug-key. 
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HOSTLER DEPARTMENT. 



4 hones. 1 In good condition, 3 in bad. 

2 sets of double harness, in good condition. 

1 set of doable harness, In bad condition. 

5 old collars. 

4 pole-straps. 
*> riding-saddles. 

2 old bridles. 

2 ourry-eomba and brushes. 
2 pitchforks. 
1 horse-blankets, new, 
4 hone-blankets, old. 



1 shovel. 

1 stable broom. 

1 horse-bucket. 

3 whips. 

1 large feed-bin. 
15 bushels oats. 

1 bushel bran. 
HOO pounds hay. 
600 pounds straw. 
100 pounds cut hay. 

4t peck salt. 



HOUSE AND FURNITURE. 



34 chain, condition good. 

:{ center-tables, condition good. 
2 table-covers, condition good. 
*J nigs, condition good. 
'J carpets, worn. 
•J stair carpets and rods. bad. 
20 mattresses, old. 
12 bedsteads, good, 
in bed-spreads, new. 
lo bed-spreads, old. 
20 pillow-slips, old. 



20 sheets, old. 

0 towels, good. 

40 yards linen crash, old. 

1 looking-glass, good. 
12 spittoons, old. 

2 brooms, good. 
2 mats, old. 

1 striking apparatus. 

1 communicating instrument. 

1 writing-desk. 

2 folding cbairs. 



STORES ON II AND. 



12 pounds Castile soap. 
1.") pounds brown soap. 

6 chamois-skins. 
2 dozen papers tripoli. 
^ pound acid. 
4 lanterns. 

^ gallon castor-oil. 

2 long-handle brushes. 



6 mops. 

1 saw, new. 

4 bottles of King's oil. 

1 watering-pot, new. 
100 feet of hemp rope. 

2 shovels. 

8 pounds waste. 
2 scrub-brushes. 



JM of members of Engine Company No. 3. 



Name. 


Age. 


Occupation. 


Residence. 


George Spilman, foreman 

William Let man, engineer 

Frank Lewis, fireman 

James Prosier, private 

William Kirkpatrick, private.. 
Jerry < >'Leary. private 


33 
41 

37 
34 
83 
38 
32 
29 
29 


Painter 

Hostler 

Sailor 


221 Third street, n. e. 
122 B street, n. e. 

Fifth street hetween C and D streets, n. e. 
317 B street, n. e. 

North Capitol street, hetween B and C sts. 

807 East Capitol street, n. e. 

51 D st.. hetween Delaware av. ana *irstst. 

826 North Capitol street, n. w. 

19 Second street, n. e. 



Respectfully submitted. 



GEORGE SPILMAN, 

Foreman. 



Martin Oronin, 



Okie/ mghuir DMrict of Columbia Fire Department. 
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Inventory of No. 4 Engine Company. 

Washington, D. C, October 25, 1878. 

Sir: I most respectfully submit the following list of property of No. 
4 Engine Company up to July 1, 1878. 

One two-story brick house, located on Virginia avenue, between 
Fourth-and-a-half and Sixth streets southwest, with stable and hose- 
tower attached. 

ENGINE EB'S D EPA KTM ENT. 

1 three-gallon oil-can. 
7 spanner-wrenches. 

2 socket-wrenches. 
1 tube- wrench. 

1 T wrench. 

2 slip-joints. 
1 pipe- wrench. 
1 shovel. 
1 slice-bar. 
1 relief valve, 

1 vise. 

2 pole-snaps. 
1 washer-cutter. 
1 wood -ax. 
1 flue-wrench. 
1 whip. 



1 third-class Silshy engine. 
1 Gould heater. 

1 goose-neck. 

2 blind caps. 
2 extra wheels. 

1 extra pole. 

2 monkey-wrenches. 
2 pole-straps. 
f> lamps. 
2 small oil-cans. 
1 reducer. 

1 ten-gallon oil-can. 

files. 
1 hammer. 
1 brace. 

1 extra wrench. 
1 pair plyers. 



4 horses, in good order. 

2 new sets harness. 

2 old sets harness. 

4 hitching-straps. 

2 (dd bridles. 

(! hame-straps. 

2 pair clipping-machines. 

1 harness-punch. 

:i halter-chains. 

1 feather duster. 

1 cutting-box. 
4 horse-hoods. 

4 horse-blankets. 

2 stable-backets. 



?8 DEPARTMENT. 

2 old headstalls. 
2 curry-combs. 
2 horse-brashes, 
•f collars. 

1 mane-brash. 

2 pad-saddles. 
:* collar-pads. 
7 snaps. 

4 old halters. 

1 set single harness. 

2 pit eh forks. 

2 extra pole-snaps. 

1 Dutch collar. 

1 half-peck measure. 



a ion ^- ca *riA*e, complete. 
^400 feet canvas hose. 
200 feet old leather hose. 
3 branch-pipes. 
2 old branch-pipes. 
6 nozzles. 
1 relief-nozzle. 
1 pipe-holder. 
50 feet garden-hose, 
pail shafts, 
jack-screws. 
I pair slieve breeches. 
1 carnage-whip, 
200 feet street-line. 
1 reducer. 
60 feet life-line. 



Host; DEPARTMENT. 



4 
1 
4 
2 
1 
2 
5 
2 
2 
4 
4 
1 
1 
1 

12 



fire-axes, 
gttm bucket, 
half traces, 
pole-straps, 
foreman's lam]), 
hose-carriage lamps, 
ladder-straps, 
pole-snaps. 
.Johnson's pumps. 
figore-8 rings, 
extra half traces, 
carriage apron, 
goose-neck. 

spray-nozzle, 
spanners. 



REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS OF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 63 



FURNITURE AND BEDDING. 



12 iron bedsteads. 
22 mattresses. 
55 sheets. 
42 pillow cases. 
34 blankets. 

20 towels. 
'AO chairs. 

21 spittoons. 

2 time clocks. 
'A stoves. 

A looking-glasses. 
1 writing-desk. 
'A scrub brushes. 
A feather dusters. 

3 floor mops. 
1 bath-tub. 

1 watering-pot. 
1 wisp broom. 



2 hair^combs. 
2 hair-brashes. 
1 water-cooler. 
1 frame of rules. 

1 alarm gong. 

2 old carpets. 

7 pieces old oil-cloth. 
10 window-shades. 
1 table-cover. 

3 pieces zinc. 
1 wash-stand. 

3 coal-hods. 

1 inkstand. 

4 pictures. 

2 dust-brushes. 
1 dust-pan. 

5 gas globes. 
1 table. 



STORES ON HAnD. 



20 pounds cotton waste. 

21 sheets emery cloth. 

*"> papers tripoli powder. 

1 pound oxalic acid. 

4 pieces sponge. 

4 bars castile-soap. 

15 bushels oats. 
r>(M» pounds hay. 
400 pounds straw. 
4 gallon arnica. 

30 pounds flaxseed meal. 



4 tin cups. 
11 lamp-wicks. 

1 lamp-globe. 

4 chamois-skins. 

1 ton hard coal. 

1 cord sawed and split wood. 

1 ton splint coal. 

1 gallon lard-oil. 
40 bars brown soap. 

peck salt. 
10 pounds packing. 



EXTRA APPARATUS. 



1 second-class Ainoskeag engine, complete. ] 1 fuel-cart, complete. 
1 old truck, in bad order. 



List of ?nembcr8 of No. 4 Engine Company. 



Name. 



William T. Sorrell, foreman 
Thomas G. Good, tm gfnm t ur . 

Levi Moling, fireman 

•lames Springman, hostler.. 

F EL Myers, private 

William White, private 

William Kicks, private 

3-). F. ('raven, private. 

John H. Caswell, private. .. 
Thomas J. Coffey, private .. 
Charles Boss, private 



Age. 



Occupation. 



43 
36 
34 
42 
38 
36 
27 
27 
31 
23 
27 



Mariner 

Fngineer . . . 
Blacksmith . 

Hostler 

Carpenter . . 
Brickmaker. 
Engineer . . . 

Manner 

Machinist - - 

Lahorer 

Scroll sawer 



412 Twelfth street, s. w. 
487 E street, s. w. 
609 D street, s. w. 

Corner Maryland avenue and Sixth st., 8. w. 

1218 Union street, s. w. 

124 Willow Tree alley, s. w. 

923 Sixth street, s. w. 

229 Tenth street, s. e. 

711 Eighth street, s. e. 

306 C street, s. w. 

503 G street, s. w. 



Respectfully submitted. 

WM. T. SORRELL, 
Foreman No. 4t Engine Company. 

Martin Cronin, Esq., 

Chief Engineer District of Columbia Fire Department. 
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Inventory of JTo. 5 Engine Company. 



Washington, D. C, 



-, 1878. 



Sir : I most respectfully submit the following list of property of No. 

5 St^KM ft^fai^treet, between Bridged Grace 
streets, Georgetown, with large bell and hose tower attached. 



ENGINEER'S I) EPA 1 tTM E N T. 



1 double-pump second-class Amoskeag 

engine, complete. 
1 Basshor coil-heater. 

1 Printye's relief- valve. 
4 extra wheels. 

2 squirt-cans. 

2 machine-oil cans 
4 gallons machine-oil. 

1 screw-jack. 
13 large riles. 
11 small tiles. 

2 shovels. 

1 slice-bar. 

2 tube-scrapers. 

2 sets of Jones's slieve connections. 
1 reducer. 

1 plug-thawer. 
1 hand-ax. 

3 old spring clamps. 
1 lead-rope. 

1 brass plug. 

1 old blow-off cock. 

(} tube irons. 

4 air-chamber spanners. 
1 small cut-off valve. 

1 feather duster. 

1 vise and bench. 
30 feet rope. 

1 plug-wrench. 
32 old valve-springs 

3 extra pump-cups. 

8 old pump-cups. 
10 wrenches. 



4 lanterns. 

2 old set s of crank-brasses. 
4 monkey-wrenches. 

4 chain half-traces. 
2 pole-chains. 

2 extra sets of grate-bars with extra cen- 
ters. 

1 grate pattern. 

8 new gum springs. 

5 old gum springs. 

2 extra glasses for water-gauge, 
f gallon castor-oil. 

Hi balls lamp-wick. 
1 pound Seidell's packing. 

10 pounds waste. 

4 pounds gum packing. 

1 cord sawed and split wood. 
| ton splint coal 

3 seat-cushions. 

2 brass pipes and nozzles. 
1 extra nozzle. 

1 clock. 
1 gong. 

1 extra steam-gauge. 
1 register-gauge. 
1 plug-key. 
1 pound tallow. 

1 gallon coal-oiL 

2 coal-oil cans. 

4 extra axle-nuts. 

2 open spring links. 

5 pulleys. 



HOSE DEPARTMENT. 



1 4-wheel hose-carriage with 1,400 feet 
of cotton-rubber lined hose. 
960 feet of extra cotton hose. 
350 feet of cotton hose, in bad condition. 

5 leather hose-pipes and nozzles. 

1 CUt-off nozzle. 

4 spray-nozzles. 
1 pipe-holder. 

1 well-wheel for hose-tower. 
25 wooden pegs for hose-tower. 

5 ladder-straps. 

2 jacks. 

4 lanterns. 

1 reflecting-] amp, 

2 Johnson tbree-punips. 
1 plug-wrench. 

1 plug-key. 

1 reducer. 
1 gum bucket. 
1 pair shafts. 
4 extra wheels. 
1 extra pole. 



2 extra single-trees with half- leather 

traces. 
50 feet rope for tower. 

1 lire-ax. 

3 sets of Jones hose connections. 

2 extra springs. 

1 large nut-wrench . 
1 leather goose-neck. 
1 large hose oil-can. 
1 feather duster. 

3 pipe-racks. 
1 tap. 

1 seat-cushion. 

2 spool-straps. 

4 spanners. 

5 hose-patches. 

2 fenders for hose-tower. 
1 extra brake-block. 

4 gum bumpers. 
1 smoke cap and box. 
200 feet cotton rope. 

3 small pick-axes and scabbards. 
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HOUSE DEPARTMENT. 



l fire-alarm gong. 

1 horse key and sounder, Schneider's im- 
provement for releasing horses from 
their stalls by the stroke of the gong.* 
12 iron bedsteads. 
22 mattresses. 
1 1 feather pillows. 

9 hair pillows. 
:U> white double blankets. 

1 white single blanket. 

:: gray blankets, 
-ii sheets. 
38 pillow-slips, 
li* towels. 
41 bed-spreads. 
19 spittoons. 
1 * chairs. 

1 bath-room oil-cloth. 

2 stair-carpets. 

1 stair oil-riot h. 
16 brass stair-rods. 
."> floor-mats. 
1 clock. 
1 table. 

1 writing-desk. 

16 window-shades and fixtures. 

1 looking-glass. 

2 combs. 

2 pieces of zinc. 
2 squirt-cans. 
1 bottle of ink. 
1 pair scissors. 

1 paper-cutter. 

7 scrubbing-brushes. 

2 benches, 

:{ Are-alarm keys. 
2 inside keys. 
1 master key. 
- floor-mops. 



2 brushes. 

2 book-eases with 160 bound volumes. 
12 lockers. 

1 water-cooler. 
:i buckets. 

2 stoves and pipe. 
2 coal-hods. 

4 stove-brushes. 
2 sniiill shovels. 
1 large shovel. 

8 tin cups. 

8 spoons. 

1 coffee-pot. 

1 bucket for sugar. 

1 bucket for coffee. 

f> pounds sugar. 

'A pounds conee. 

1 feather duster. 

2 hair dust-brushes. 
1 washer-cutter. 

1 copper boiler. 
1 hand-saw. 
1 hatchet. 
I step-ladder. 
:{ company books. 
^ blank books. 

1 requisition-book. 

2 tons hard coal. 

7 floor-mop handles. 
1 sprinkling-can. 
60 feet street hose and pipe. 

5 whitewash-brushes. 

1 dust-pan. 

2 door-ropes with rings and hooks. 
1 pair wire plyers. 

1 bath-tub. 
1 washstand. 
1 urinal. 
1 water-closet. 



hostler's department. 



4 horses. 

4 sets double harness, complete. 
1 Dutch collar. 

8 horse-blankets. 
8 horse-hoods. 

1 clipping-machine. 

2 buckets. 

5 curry-combs. 
4 horse-brushes. 
2 horse-scrapers. 
4 pitch-forks. 

4 surcingles. 
I fore bag. 
4 line chains. 
1 extra collar. 
1 peck-measure. 

1 horse-boot. 

2 sets of improved pole-strap snaps and 

Fig. 8 rings. 
4 old Fig. 8 rings. 
2 old pole-strap snaps. 

1 watering-trough. 
1 old wagon. 

2 shovels. 

3 stable-brooms. 

5 C D 



1 saddle. 
4 extra bridles. 
1 extra bit. 
7 halter-stems. 
1 halter-chain. 
4 hitching-straps. 
1 hay-cutter. 
4 cans harness-oil. 
1 head-halter. 
1 neck-halter. 
1 single and double block. 
100 feet of rope. 
1 harness-punch. 

4 whips. 

1 pair clipping-shears and comb. 
-J pint oil origanum. 

£ bushel salt. 
| pint arnica. 

$ pint sweet spirits of niter. 

5 collar-parts. 

2 extra pole-straps. 
2 feed-bins. 

1 box for mixing feed. 

2 mane-combs. 
1 sifter. 
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FEED. 



20 bushels of oats. 
TOO pounds hay. 
400 pounds straw. 



\ bushel meal. 
1 bushel bran. 
£ bushel flax-seed meal. 



STOREHOUSE DEPARTMENT. 



12 papers eagle Tripoli. 

4 bars Castile soap. 

;{ pounds rotten-stone. 
2 pounds stove-polish. 

5 pounds oxalic acid. 
"> pounds whiting. 

G lamp-wicks. 
1 pound sponges. 
8 papers sapolio. 

6 lamp-burners. 
10 pounds nails. 

;5 papers tacks. 

4 sheets crocus cloth. 



10 sheets emery cloth. 
2i\ boxes matches. 
'A boxes a xle-grease. 

1 box brown soap. 
4 corn brooms. 

(! chamois. 
8 lamp-globes. 

2 extra lanterns. 

3 papers copper rivets. 

1 brass cock. 
12 snap-hooks. 

2 pounds copper wire. 



ASSISTANT CHIEF ENGINEER^ DEPARTMENT. 



1 carriage. 

2 horses. 

1 extra pair shafts. 

4 extra wheels. 

1 lamp and globe. 

1 lamp-rack. 

1 reflecting lamp. 

A sets single harness, complete, 

1 gum horse-cover. 



2 lap-robes. 

1 extra bridle. 

2 horse-hoots. 

1 whip. 

2 extra breeching-straps. 

1 old set leather halt-traces. 
4 extra shaft-tags. 
1 gum bit. 
1 extra bit. 



Hit of member* of Engine Company No. 5. 



Name. 



Age. 



Louis P. Lowe, foreman 29 

Edward Rhodes, engineer 39 

J efferson D. Angell, fireman .... 31 

J ames H. Mahomey, hostler 37 

Albert Dodson, private 34 

James ( leaveland, private 86 

J ames T. Xorris, private 34 

Churchill Huitt, private 31 

James T. Greaves, private 30 

J ohn A^ . Walker, disabled, pri- 41 
vate. 

James Borroughs. extra man . . 27 

— . ; 

Respectfully submitted. 



Oecupation. 



Residence. 



* No. 133 Dunbarton street. 

Engineer No. 13 Potomac street. 

;, - <l ° No. 8 Potomac street. 

Carpenter No. 14 Third street. 

If borer No. 45 Fourt h st reel . 

Shoemaker No. 168 Bridge street 

Lahorer. No 245 Bridge street. 

W a ? No. 2408 Virginia avenue. 

$$g* T go. 130 Bridge street. 

Bricklayer Rosslyn. Va. 

Tinner Xo. 27 Frederick street. 



LOUIS P. LOWE, 
Foreman No. 5 Engine Company. 



Martin Cronin, Esq., 

Chief Engineer District of Columbia Fire Department 
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Inventory of No. 1 Truck Company. 

Washington, D. C, July 1, 1878. 

Sir : I respectfully submit the following list of property in charge of 
No. 1 Track Company. This company occupies a two-story brick house, 
the properly of the District of Columbia, located on Massachusetts 
avenue, between Fourth and Fifth streets, W. 



II LLB KM A X T, S I >EPA KTM EXT. 



1 hook and Ladder truck. Baboock pat- 
ent, of Chicago, 111. 
11 ladders of different Lengths, including 
Chief Cronin's patent aerial ladder. 

1 platform to raise large ladder on. 

9 small fire-hooks. 

1 grapnel-hook with chain attached. 

3 hand-lanterns. 

2 signal-lamps. 

4 crowbars. 
4 pitchforks. 

2 gas-keys. 

3 street-ropes. 

1 16-inch gong. 

2 life-lines. 

1 shingle-spade. 

2 ladder-poles. 

4 patent smokes. 

3 monkey-wrenches. 
2 wheel- wrenches. 



1 wheel -jack. 

1 broken truck-pole. 

8 Johnson pumps. 

1 pair pliers. 

2 chamois skins. 
2 pieces sponge. 

4 large ladder-straps. 

1 old hook and ladder truck, unfit for serv- 
ice. 

5 old ladders. 

1 shingle-har. 

2 pitchforks. 

6 small hooks. 

1 one-horse hose-carriage. 
600 feet leather hose. 

2 leather hose-pipes. 
2 hose-straps. 

1 pole for hose-carriage. 

1 set single-trees. 

1 section old cotton hose. 



hostler's departmext. 



3 hoiscs. 

2 old sets double harness. 

2 sets harness, chiefs wagon. 

1 old set single harness (hose-carriage). 

1 pad-saddle. 

4 ext ra collars. 

4 currycombs. 

2 new horse-brushes. 

5 extra driving-hits. 

1 mane brush and comb. 
1 extra pair double reins. 
1 pair names (carriage). 



4 good horse-blankets. 
1 old horse-blanket. 

1 old gum horse-cover. 

1 good horse-cover. 

2 surcingles. 

2 extra bridles with blinds. 

5 halter-stems. 

1 revolving harness-punch. 

2 pieces castile soap 
2 pieces sponge. 

2 linen lap-cloths. 

3 woolen lap-robes. 



BEDDING. 



12 iron bedsteads. 

23 mattresses. 

13 feather pillows. 
H hair pillows. 

12 old bed-spreads. 



12 bed-spreads, worthless. 
32 double blankets. 
7 single blankets. 

27 cotton sheets. 

28 cotton pillow-cases. 



FUKXITTKE. 



1 old carpet for bunk-room. 

1 old carpet for bath-room. 

1 old carpet for foreman's room. 

1 old carpet for hall-way and stairs. 
•"><> yards old linen crash. 
13 brass stair-rods. 
15 arm-chairs. 
1(> gum spittoons. 

0 china spittoons. 

1 office-desk. 



1 looking-glass. 

2 stoves. 

6 window-curtains. 
2 wooden benches. 
5 door-mats. 
26 globes for chandeliers. 

1 chandelier. 

2 stove-pokers. 
1 tire-shovel. 



» 



7' 
4' 



i 
i 

K 



1 
5 
1 
4 
1 
1 
1 

a 
i 



Lo 
Ed 
Je 
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Ja 
Jo 

Ja 
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STORES. 



C) papers carpet4acks. 
r> bottles liniment. 
6 papers tripoli. 
10 lamp-globes. 
:{ hose-pipe nozzles. 
6 boxes matches. 
5 papers horse-powders. 
4 cans soda for fire-extinguishers. 
I gallon castor-oil. 

liars cast i le soap. 
:5 stable-brooms. 
1 quart machine-oil. 
1 squirt-can. 

1 pound copper rivets and burrs. 



1 quart arnica. 

corn brooms. 
6 chamois skins. 
1 pound sponge. 
:» ax-handles. 
H brass lanterns. 

1 dust-brushes. 
:; gemb-bmshes. 

12 sheets emery paper. 

2 axes. 

2 pair hinges* 

2 gallons coal-oil. 

I paper stove-blacking. 



MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES. 



2 coal-hods. 
50 feet small gum ho3e. 

1 step-ladder. 

2 water-coolers. 
'2 coffee-buckets. 
1 coffee-boiler. 

'A tin oil-cans. 
I wall-duster. 
-2 paint-brushes. 
1 hand-ax. 
1 requisition-book. 

3 plug-keys. 



•J tent her dusters. 
•J single blocks. 
1 hand-saw. 
1 water-boiler. 

1 dust-pan. 

% 2 whitewash brushes. 
4 fire-alarm-box keys. 

2 master keys. 
1 hatchet. 

: ( , files. 

'2 dust-brushes. 



List of members of Truck Company \'n. i. 



Names. 



Occupation, 



Samuel I). Mackey, foreman Clerk 

Charles E. Merillat, tillerman Plumber 

Alexander Savoy, hostler Hostler 

Hemyt. Steele, private Blacksmll h.'.'.'. .' 

John Maker private . Waiter 

gKff!! V £ ewma 2< P^ 8 * 8 Blacksmith 

\\ aiiam Beynon, private m ,. 

1,1 ii iv • l . iinriiK ] 

JOSepn II. Diiine s. private i n 

r n i. ' v mi .' Jeweller 

John E. Melson, private . ..i.,.,.,... 

John P. WaldronT private rtv^l 

^bertiMcksoiLpSvar.:::::::::::;;;;; fcte 



i:. sfelenoe. 



pn 

James Sour, private 



Laborer 
( iaxpenter 



Respectfully submitted, 



313 I street, s.w, 

Tin Fourth street, n * 

1JO I'irst stn-et. s. W, 

4.v> H street, n. w. 
923 Eleventh street, n w. 
ills &ew Jersey avenue, »• e. 
J4i»; m street, ii. sr. 

316 K street. Ii. e. 
325 B street. II. e. 

4o:i k street, n. w. 

304 K street. IL W. 
150 V street. II. e. 



SAM'L I). MACKEY, 
Foreman Truck Company No. 1. 



Martin Cronin, Esq., 

Chief Engineer District Columbia Fire Department. 
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Appendix H 4. 

Office Fire- Alarm Telegraph, 
Washington, I). C, November J, 1878. 

Gentlemen: In compliance with your request of the 18th ultimo, I 
have the honor to present, through the board of tire commissioners, a 
detailed report of the transactions and expenditures of the fire-alarm 
telegraph from October 31, 1S77, to July L, 1878, together with an esti- 
mate of the amount required for its support for the fiscal year ending 
June :so, 1880. Also, some recommendations for increasing the efficiency 

of same. 

The expenses of the telegraphic service for the eight months covered 
by this report have been as follows: 



salary paid one superintendent $1,000 00 

Salary paid two operators, $800 each 1,600 00 

Battery chemicals fi^l 76 

One electro-mechanical gong -•"> ( * 00 

New siirnal-box kevs 33 75 

Office rent ' 240 00 

General and special repairs of lines, Slc — — 334 43 

Gas-lijrht 62 35 

Furl ?3 95 

Repairing wagon •>•> t)0 

Washing for office 16 00 

Blacksinithittg 12 63 

Stationery 9 65 

I<<« (for May and June) 3 05 

Sundry supplies for office 6 83 



Total 4,338 70 



It is gratifying to be able to report that the current expenses of the 
department have boon kept below the estimates for the same, and that 
during the time covered by this report, the telegraph performed its func- 
tions faithfully and well. Indeed, I might add in this connection, that 
since the introduction of our present system, to the closing date cov- 
ered by this report, during which time 425 alarms were struck, not a 
single failure occurred. 

During fche eight months covered by this report 75 alarms of fire were 
transmitted by telegraph to the tire department, as follows: November, 
IS; December, L5; January, 12; February, 0; March, 4; ApriL6; May, 
7; June. 7; total, 75. Showing a decrease of 32 alarms for the corre- 
sponding months of last year. 

There are 78 tire-alarm stations, at which automatic signal-boxes are 
located and in direct connection with the central office, and thence com- 
municating automatically with all the engine-houses and truck com- 
panies of the tire department, and with the alarm-bells in some of the 
churches. The wires connecting these several instruments with the 
central office are mostly supported upon house-tops, running- through 
and over a large portion of the populated parts of both Washington and 
Georgetown, and are not less than 1L>5 miles in length, all charged and 
worked by a batten of some 400 cells. 

There are also eight police stations which are designated as tire-alarm 
stations, but which are not connected telegraphically with, nor under 
the control of the fire-telegraph. When these are used for the purpose 
of transmitting alarms of fire, the dispatch is sent to police headquarters 
and thence communicated verbally through a speaking-tube to the oper- 
ator in charge at the fire-alarm office, and then sent out through our 
central office instruments to the tire department, causing', under the 



f 
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most favorable circumstances, more delay than is desirable, and, in 
comparison with the rapidity of our system, a ruinous waste of precious 
time. 

The telegraph, in all its details, is in good working order, but the line of 
poles on which the severe! wires are supported known as the "George- 
town v circuits will, ere the close of the fiscal year ending June M), isso, 
have to be replaced with new poles. These poles are very small, and were 
set in the year 1872, and are rapidly decaying at the bottom, and are 
too short to admit of being reset ; and hence in the estimates below will 
be found a sum specified for that purpose. 

To defray the expenses of this department during the fiscal year end 
ing June 30, 1880, upon the basis of the present force, and as the lines 
now run, it will be accessary to provide: 

Salary for one superintendent $1,500 

Salaries for two operators, at $1,200 each V 400 

Battery supplies I 500 

Genera] repairs 71 mi 

2 m °:: r :' nt ....***.!."."" .... 300 

gas-light 

i"*' 1 40 

Ice . >( , 

)); as l ,in ^---. 30 

MacKsmithuig ^ (( 

Contingent expenses gnn 

Rebuilding Georgetown circuits 000 

T " tal 7,880 

To promote the general usefulness of the fire-alarm telegraph, and to 
increase the efficiency of the same, Hre-alarm boxes should bo located at i 
or near each of the following-named places, to wit : . r 

First street and Indiana avenue, Third and <; streets, first and K 

FwS , h 1 8 fY.T'*; T ,'" r1 ' V 9treet8 > Te nth ""<> M streets, - 
Fourteenth street and Rhode bland avenue, Tenth streel and I siana 

tr* a s«°^° rr*- ™ 1,11,1 p *«•■<■<- ^ 

ti t h . , 1 '■' 8 •; tl ' , ' , ' ts - Seventeenth and T street^ Two,,. 
2S^£S^S& hlf i ll , t, ' , ' 1,tl1 L streets, Twenty-fourth and M 
e 0 t „, I ^ ' ^/^"rHVirginia avenue andBstreet, Bight- 
,,nt 1 11 streets, and Sixteenth-and-a-half and II streets all in the 

sta4erso«t£^iT>hS l 1 "".'v st, '"" ,s - nertheasl : Fifth and B 
and N st ■ '" it r^ia' V "r M " a avenue ' southeast ; Eleventh 

Second aial I> streets s ' ' T° tt 8ch< ? >] Duu di"8> southwest i I 
fourth, tiftl , ix 1 MevenTind ilhth T f °l th " 8eco, " , * 
forty additional sifflZxe *f or W^ntt^""* 8tati T : n,i,kil, «' 
town, to be located as follow s- Co™™$^ ! ^ ,f veu ■» « ge 

of Congress and Dunba^ StaSK^SZ^^J^ ST"* 
corner Second and Warren *t,, ., l-i«l»tli and Market streets. 

streets, corner o Pol t! , ■ , ,d 1 T7 ftnd Frederick 

West streets. The ZS ' , V t,v, ' ,s - an « corner of Monroe and 

number of boxes ffffiuttS?! ** increa8ein 
little additional wire would bJ , ' 5 "' b °? e8 «»em8elv«L as but 
new telegraph was V, , , ' T ^ «»t when the 

known that additi 1 sun al s ti ,s U s " ,< ' ( , ]t Wi,s then well 



REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS OF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 73 

plied ; but the circuits were run with the idea in view of increasing the 
signal-stations at an early date, with but little outlay for wiring. 

I therefore recommend the purchase of 47 signal-boxes at an early 
date, believing that property-owners in the several localities named are 
entitled to and should have the protection of our fire-alarm service. 

In my annual reports for several years past I called the attention of 
your predecessors to the necessity of an increase in the working force of 
the fire-alarm service, but, owing probably to the fact that the commis- 
sioners were holding positions finder a temporary form of government, 
no action was taken upon the subject. I respectfully call your attention 
to the following facts : Two operators are required, in keeping the office 
open day and night, to work twelve hours each, daily, every day in the 
year, including Sundays and holidays, and when not on duty in the 
office are often obliged to go with me to repair broken wires, so that, as 
a matter of fact, both they and myself often work fifteen or sixteen hours 
per day c((ch. We do not complain of the excessive labor, but it is my 
duty to inform you that with the increasing age of the lines more and 
more labor is required each successive month to keep them in repair. 

As already stated, we have about 1 li-"> miles of wire running mostly 
over the tops of houses, and in many places in near proximity to private 
telegraph and telephone lines, which often get in contact with ours, 
causing us much trouble and constant labor to see that our lines are in 
working-order. Besideswhieh, we have no less than IK) instruments of one. 
kind and another outside of the central office scattered aU over both cities, 
which must be watched over and kept in readiness for use at all times; 
also a battery of some 400 cells, which requires no little labor and much 
watching. All this and much more that I might mention has to be per- 
formed by three men. 

It is triie that, when extraordinary trouble ensues from storms and 
the like, requisitions are made for extra help to repair the damage; but 
1 submit that it would be far better, and in the long run much cheaper, 
to put on a larger force. Hence I request the appointment of one addi- 
tional operator and one repair-man to assist in this important service, 
believing it to be in accord with the best interests of the department to 
keep a force sufficient to keep the lines in perfect order all the while, 
and thus prevent premature deterioration. 

Should these additional employed be furnished, a further sum of $1,920 
should be added to the above estimates for the ensuing year; $1,200 for 
the operator, and $720 for the repair-man, making the total estimate 
$9,770 tor the year. 

[n conclusion, I desire to express my hearty appreciation of the effi- 
cient services of the two operators, Messrs. Richards and Noyes, who 
have performed their pari of the work with a true ami unselfish devo- 
tion to the best interests of tin 4 District. 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

HENRY R. MILES, 
Superintendent Fire- A farm Telegraph. 

The Hon. COMMISSIONERS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
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I. — REPORT OF THE ATTORNEY. 

Office of the Attorney 
for the District of Columbia, 

X ore hi her 1, 1S7-S. 

Gentlemen: Your circular requesting a report of the transactions of 
this office was duly received. 

The partial report of July was made for the purpose of bringing to 
your notice some idea of the business oftheoffice, in connection with t 1m* 
the question of compensation, in which very little was said as to the 
details of business necessary for the genera] information of the Commis- 
sioners. I will now take the subject up from the date of my entrance 
upon the duties of the office, November t, 1*77. 

The last report of my predecessor brought the current of the business 
to that date. I will so far continue his report as to briefly note the fur- 
ther fortune of the cases spoken of by him as then undisposed of, in 
which further action has been had. 

1. The first case is that of Campbell. This was restored to the calen- 
dar. The court held that it was a proper ease for reference under the 
rule authorizing the court to refer eases sua *iK»it<\ and referred it. The 
case has since been argued, but the referee has not yet reported his find 
ing. 

li. The Murtagh case was not disposed of by the former trial* It 
was taken by plaintiff to the general term on his exceptions, argued and 
submitted, and not yet decided. There is in it one question of much 
gravity arising on the instructions of the court to the jury given as 
prayed for by the defendant. 

3. The Strong cases. The evidence on both sides w as printed, making 
some soo pages. After full presentation, the special auditor reported in 
favor of the plaintiffthe sum of $32,958.41, with interest from December 
1. 1874. 

On coining in of the report both parties excepted, under an old Mary- 
land statute. The issues thus formed were to be tried by a jury, aiid 
the case was continued from the 17th of July to September 10 for trial. 
On attempting to resume it grave difficulties arose, growing mainly out 
of the gross and continual intoxication of the judge holding the court. 
In this condition a written stipulation was made by parties and counsel, 
at the earnest request of the plaintiff and his counsel, in effect to with- 
draw trom the trial, and that any order made by the court in the ease 
thereafter^ should be set aside. At the last moment the plaintiff violated 
this contract, proceeded ex parte, and took a verdict for $130 000 The 
proper steps were taken to secure a review of that trial, and to enforce 
to th< fSSf" t0 ' Th6 nndenl ^ ■»<> apprehension as 

Of the cases pending in the general term, that of Dant, for injuries 
i k til i \\ l it ex <*™ tlon ' ™ mlU * hl reversing the judgment 
ins i , ti * i \ At tlH ; Vmt term of the circuit court, under 

T „ ^ Vv { T* re , turned for the defendant pro forma? 
versed Tnd tLo^l *°>*?! similar injury, the judgment was re- 

The I..' I V • a n °7 861 fOT trial a * present term. 
taCff*' f ° r ***** ^ property, was stricken 

w^\!a U thn>isti^ 1( ' h ' t0 rt ' Strain the ( ' oI1 ^ i( >» Of water-tax, decision 
laS^ dem™ to the dec- 
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The case of Washington and Georgetown Railroad Company against 
the District stood on demurrer, and resulted as in the last ease. 

The cases of Chinn, Meredith, and Hine against the District were 
cases in which 1 was concerned for the plaintiffs. General Birney kin<Jly 
continued to look after the cases for the District, and sncceededin them 
all. 

In the case of Baltimore and Potomac Railroad Company against 
Gallaher, Loane & Co. and the District, the decree of the court against 
the defendants was reversed. 

The case of Downey against the District was decided in favor of the 
defendant 

In the case of OlttSS against the District, the judgment of the circuit 
court against the defendant was affirmed by the general term, and case 
taken on error to the Supreme Court of the United States by me. Two 
Important questions are involved in this case. 

In the case of the District of Columbia against Lord, the appeal taken 
by defendant was dismissed. 

' In the case of District of Columbia against Gavin, decree reversed and 
hill dismissed. 

The cases of Hibb and Elliot against the District were decided in favor 
of the defendant- 
In the eases of District of Columbia against Keyes and Thompson the 

appeals were dismissed. 

In the case of the property-owners of Sixtli street against the District 
the decree of the court below reversed, and plaintiff's gave notice of their 
intention to appeal to the Supreme Court of the United States. Of this 
matter it may be said that the fears of the property-owners have proved 
utterly groundless. There is not a more orderly place m the city, nor 
one less offensive to the eye. 

Many cases have been tried in the circuit court, With alternate success 
and reverse. Most of them are to be reviewed on exceptions. 

Many cases have also been tried in the equity court, and are on their 
lingering way to the upper courts. Four cases were commenced to sub- 
ject to sale lands purchased by the District at tax sale raider the statute 
Of March 3, 1S77, all of which resulted favorably. I have heretofore, tor 
grave reasons made known, desired a change in that statute which 1 
deem of the utmost importance, as affecting the titles ot real estate. 
This provision will be contained in the draught of a general bill now in 
preparation. By a not exact estimate, to execute the provisions of the 
statute referred to would require the institution of, say, 3,000 cases, which 
would call for the labors of a dozen competent law clerks for years, an 
advance of cash for costs of from thirty to forty thousand dollars, a large 
increase of clerical force in the courts, and a wide-sweeping nun to the 

property-owners of the District. 

In view of all the consequences which are here suggested. I Deg to 
propose that Congress be asked by law to provide that tor all general 
taxes in arrear, for non-payment of which these sales have been made, 
and perhaps for all in arrear to the current year, the owners shall be 




they were severally due. 
real beneficence, almost as much needed by the District itself as Irs the 
sorely-distressed small property-owners within its borders. 

In the criminal court 41 cases on appeal have been tried, ami tines to 
the amount of $1,256.74 collected. 
In the police court 3,739 cases have been tried. 
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Thirty-seven new civil cases for and against the District have been 
commenced. 

There are now pending :*70 cases, to which the District is a party, in 
the various courts. 

In* the equity court - 175 

In the circuit court 1 13 

In the criminal court 

In the general term 14 

In the United States Supreme Court 6 

The cases of Mattingly and Shoemaker, pending in the Supreme Court 
of the United States, and argued on most elaborate briefs at the c lo s e of 
the last term, are, by an order of the court, to he reargued on the 21st 
of the present mouth. The final disposition of these cases will, it is 
hoped, help to relieve the District of much legal strife. 

Many briefs have been prepared in cases not vet disposed of . The 
printed matter of all my briefs comprises about 200 pages. The prepa- 
ration of these has been a serious labor. 

The very large trial calendar of the various courts, in which the Dis- 
trict cases have no preference, prevents my bringing them to trial as 
early as I would he glad to. 

I believe I have been ready in every case as it was reached, and have 
never asked for the continuance of a case, except the Strong case. 

One of the embarrassments in the trial of the District eases arises from 
the fact that nearly all have arisen from transactions under the former 
government, to which we are all strangers, as well the Commissioners 

as the attorney for the District. 

The foregoing shows but a part of the work performed in this ollice 
tor the current year. In addition, I have myself furnished 110 written 
opinions, and my assistant 41. These together cover 408 paces of closelv- 
wntten manuscript. In addition, I have examined probably 75 ca«es, 
and indorsed short opinions on the papers. The Legislation of the last 
session of ( ongress presented many new and important Questions to be 



dealt with in this office. I have also prepared a great many bills for 

act on of ( ongress, attended many times before a ttoes of the . 

nouses noon District business, and promptly met the various personal 
Within JwESFS e 1 pother officials of the District government, 
draught «uiSnt5 ^ ' « iven ""' n «*«*ary attention to the 

Wfc liSMf ^tended to cover the whole Held ofn npal 

\aw toi tne Distoct. 1 he work is in satisfactory pr ress and I hone ii 

r ';:: ,Hlit u ; h "i iM Mok th * comnSS XeK 

and ^ :r s i:it ;' lv al " r th , e u «™« ^ 

tewsTi Sd r^n»mendL Ught " My chan ^ 

ini afterZ^K,^ g T tly '''I'" 1 '"'" " <*« oonvenienoe of I t - 

totSStKroZs 6 ^ b ° ok , '"' " whieh regular minute* 

by nTfflcTto^h^^^ bUl8 > when and 

r4ommeiwatiZ8^*audt,farlv! erred ' V >''l>'»rted, and with what 
same. The mCmation o^ 1 T V'""" J^. fevora ilml who «PP°«* the 
chairmen ofwZitteea a i i ,llinv ", fl " m «» Congresaional Bword, 
be assigned to ZSpTtenS^ W ° UrHt ' this ,,ut - v W4mM "ave to 

^nta^YCtoE fife meutioned at *• — 

ottiee on a mire lil e a tbotin ' f t * Cou ^ be a.sked to place this 

tootinj. as to compensation. The duties cannot, 
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in my judgment, be properly performed by a smaller foree than is at 
present employed. 

The attorney, who properly attends to his duties, cannot do other 
business of any considerable value; such business will not seek him. 
The uncertainty in the tenure of his office, however, compels him to retain 
such businesss if possible. I think the attorney should be paid at least 

The first assistant, who takes charge of the appeal cases in the crimi- 
nal court, civil eases before magistrates, and the general miscellaneous 
business outside of the office, as well as to aid in the office, should be a 
la wyei' who can try any case in any court alone. It is to be remembered 
that the District often lias important cases called up in the equity and 
circuit courts at the same time, and the District must have at least two 
attorneys, either of whom is competent to the trial of any case in any 
of the District courts or the Supreme Court of the United States. A man 
competent to this duty should receive, at the least, $2,400 per year. He 
will be able to do very little beyond his official duties. 

The second assistant is employed in the police court, at the least, one- 
half of each day. This report furnishes the amount of his labors there. 
He is also often called upon to aid the attorney and law clerk in the 
draught of pleadings, investigations of authorities, holding interviews with 
witnesses, or in attention to some of the numerous details of the business 
of the District in charge of this office. He has very little leisure for any- 
thing else. He should at least be paid $1,200. So sinful d the very com- 
petent law clerk. He must necessarily be a lawyer. It requires all his 
time. His duties here do not help in any considerable degree to intro- 
duce him to practice hereafter. The present incumbent is a very young 
man of wide knowledge and experience in the business of the office, and 
should be retained. He should at least receive as much as a first-class 
clerk in one of the departments. His work is of a higher grade, more 
varied, and laborious. 

The messenger, or more properly assistant clerk, in addition to his 
duties as a messenger, aids in the clerical labors of the office. 

The District at present bears the expenses of the attorney's office ex- 
cept the item of rent. 

I suggest that Congress be asked to appropriate $10,000 for the com- 
pensation of the attorney, his assistants, clerk, and messenger. I am 
sure that there is no branch of any government which secures so much 
legal service as the District requires for the same amount, $10,000. 

It should also be observed that the abolition of the two boards — that 
of Metropolitan police and health — also abolished the offices of the 
attorneys for those boards, respectively, who were paid each $500 per 
annum. Their duties at once devolved upon the regular attorney of 
the District. In the discharge of these duties I have had occasion to 
write opinions and advise of matters pertaining to the duties of those 
branches of the District government not referred to otherwise in this 
report. Suits were already pending against police officers not embraced 
in the foregoing enumera tion of cases and new ones have been com- 
menced, all of which fall within my care. 

Respectfully, A. G. KIDDLE, 

Attorney of the District of Columbia, 

The Hon. Commissioners of the District of Columbia. 

P. 8.— Herewith find detailed report of Mr. Padgett. The foregoing 
merely gives the number of the cases tried by him. 

A. G. KIDDLE, 
Attorney of the District of Columbia. 
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Appendix 1 1. 
Report of suits. 



In whose favor rendered. 



Charles I). Maxwell 

Henry Hunt 

Adolpfa Class, use of Freed- 
man's Savings Hank. 

George T. llc( Hue 

William Cahill 

Thomas P. Morgan, use of 
Wm. X. Roach. 

William Hallantyne 



Date. 



Dee. 15,1876 
July 8,1875 



Feb. 21.1877 

Dee. 1,1877 
Nov. 25,1876 
Mar. Id. 1*77 

Mar. 10, 1877 



Henry Dickson and William 
King, as firm of Dickson <fc 
Kin-. 



Win. P. Frazier... 
Jonathan Bigehrw 

Lewis Butler 

Clarke & Given . . . 



Total. 



Mai'. 10, 1877 



Feb. 12,1878 
Mar. 23, 1878 
Nov. 8,1878 
Nov. 8,1878 



Amount. 


Costs. 


$5, 000 00 


$141 85 
15 45 


2, 155 00 


26 29 


285 00 
1,058 65 
5, 638 90 


16 60 
15 70 

17 40 


7, 710 00 


10 20 


1,520 40 


9 95 


1, 500 00 
1, 520 00 
250 00 
1, 190 16 


77 30 
37 75 
85 10 
13 80 


22,828 11 


467 88 



Remarks. 



July s. 1875, discontinued plaintiff 

(District) at its cost. 
Interest from -Inly 24, 1873. 

Interest from February l*. 1875. 
Interest from October 20, 1x73. 
Interest from February 5. 1876. 

With interest on $3*4.79 from January 
22, 1878; on $2,046.50 from. June 2, 1872: 
on .fl.95o.42 from June 20, 1874; on 
$40.45 from .June 20, 1*74; on$l. 244.30 
from September 12. 1*73 ; on $2,043.62 

from •! une 20, 1*74. 
With interest on |240.M from Novem 
her 25, 1*72; on $15 from March 5. 
1*73; on $H»o.63 from April 8. 1874: 
on $112.42 from April 20. 1*74; on $702 
from May 4, 1*74: OH $181.82 from Mav 
0. 1874: on $107.53 from Mav 19, 1874. 



Interest from AugUSl 1. 1*74 



The cases of W. W. Young and Francis IL Dout, which appear on 
the first sheet as cases in which judgments were obtained against the 
District for the amounts set opposite their respective names, arc not to 
be included in the statement of cases in which judgments have been 
obtained against the District, as on a second trial the court gave (ud 
ment tor defendant. 



g 
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Washington, I). C, 

November 1, 187«S. 
Dear Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith a full report of the 
cases tried in the police court from November 1, 1877, to October 31, 
1878, inclusive: 

Number of cases tried 3 739 

Convictions 

Disnii.ssuls ."."*.!"."""..] 290 

Dismissals on production of license, &c 

Suspended \' { ) 

Fines imposed ...'.'.'.'.]'.'.'/. $21 r,:!:? 

as tollnws • 0 CaS6S W6le distribute(l among the different classes of offenses 
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Defacing public property 9 

Disorderly conduct 1,297 

Disorderly in theater - 1 

Disorderly in market 3 

Disturbing church meetings 10 

Driving on sidewalk 14 

Driving through procession 1 

Driving through funeral 1 

Enticing prostitution 11 

Fast driving 9 

Firing gun in street 19 



Flying kit* 



1 



( 



Fighting dogs in street 2 

Gambling 11 

Goal running at huge 1 

Indecent exposure 60 

Injuring trees 3 

Injuring park railing 1 

Keeping cow-yard 6 

Kindling ft re on lot 1 

heading horse over pavement 1 

Nuisances 12 

< Obstructing street 31 

Obstructing sidewalk 16 

Open after hours 5 

opening barber shop on Sunday 11 

Fro fane . 723 

Playing hall in street 29 

Professional thief 3 

Placing tilth in street 7 

Refusing to assist poliee officer 3 

Selling game out of season 1 

Selling on Sunday 5 

Suspicious characters 7 

Throwing stones 112 

Trespassing on parks p 

Tying horse bo t ree - 

Unguarded excavations 

Unlawful excavations 

Unlawful measures 2 

Unlicensed auctioneers 2 

Unlicensed hall 1 

I nliccnsed har 52 

Unlicensed bagatelle - 1 

Unlicensed hook-agent 1 

Unlicensed chariot ' 1 

Unlicensed commercial agents 9 

Unlicensed concert 1 

Unlicensed cattle-dealers 2 

Unlicensed eating-house 1 

Unlicensed hacks 7 

Unlicensed junk-dealer 1 

Unlicensed liquor-dealers 2 

Unlicensed livery-stables 2 

Unlicensed omnibus - 1 

Unlicensed pawnbroker — - 1 

Unlicensed photographer 

Unlicensed peddlers 5 

Unlicensed produce-dealers 40 

Vagrants _ 647 

Violating building regulations « r > 

Violating cart law* 4 

Violating coal regulations 6 

Violating market regulations 8 

Violating license law 1 

Violating hack law 42 

Violating park law - 

Violating pawnbrokers 1 law 4 

Violating snow taw 120 

Watering horses near hydrant 8 
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Besides the eases herein specified, there were a large Dumber exam 
inert and not prosecuted because of the insufficiency of the evidence. 
Very respectfully, , 

J AS. B. PADGETT, 

Special Assistant Attorney District of Columbia, 

Hon. A. G. Kiddle, 

Attorney of the District of Columbia, 



K. — REPORT OF THE CORONER. 

Coeoner's Office, Disteiot of Columbia, 

Washington, I). C, . 1878. 

Gentlemen: In compliance with y • communication of the 18th 

— instant, requesting a report of tin- operations of this office from last 

report (October 1, 1.S77) to July 1, 1878, I have the honor to s ii the 

inclosed tabular statement of bodies viewed and inquests held, and to 
make the following suggestions, with the view of increasing the efflciencv 
ot the office. 

1 have, m v munications heretofore submitted, called the attention 

of the C missioners to the need of a "morgue" in this | H^tri.i • ihis 

with all the modern improvements, would be ai tended with considerable 
expense, perhaps more than the present state of the finances would 
seem to warrant. I would, however, suggest that, for present purnoses 

it deemed advisable, a room in the old central guard- se be fitted uo 

or the reception of persons «f 0l ind dead," where thev could be viewed 
^enneS^ "* ,dentiflcati< > u ' autopsies „,av I, '2 

At present such cases are taken to the nearest police station often in 
a condition exceedingly offensive, as well as „• ous to lei 

In regard to the transportation of dead bodies through the citv I 

; w , r T X tha * ltoften b *?P*ns *at deco, .sition^hte is^™ a&v 

this fat . t I ", W " ' l"''ir" s - is ■** "Sen found, and in^wof 

■seen, just that eitfcens SuMM be coSU t ]K ' mt } " does no, 
as witnesses without " H*exve attend 

Congress be asked to mthotizTZST^t there * > ™ 8 «fg«est that 
ment of jurors and witness" Sy sCmZ^X?" ^ 
penalties specified when mioh ,„,,„; „ . ""r 1 ; } > t,,(i coroner, with 
after six cltK do^nstitS a 7' obey ^' that there 

is now the ease in many oft he States ' ' ""'"^ "' ""' s Dfetri <*> as 

Salary of coroner ' 

Incidental expenses, including station^,* blank*,* &c IS, 000 
Total ' J 

I nave the honor to be^ "ii^^^^ j^*" 
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Appendix E L 

Coroner's Office, District of Columbia, 

Washington, I). C, November 10, 1878. 

Gentlemen : I have the honor to submit the inclosed estimate for 
the payment of coroner's jurors and witnesses from November 15, 1878, 
to June 20, 1880. J also inclose estimate of amount necessary to pay 
jurors and witnesses from January 1, 1874, to November 15, 1878. 
I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

D. C. PATTERSON, Coroner. 



The Hon. COMMISSIONERS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

For payments of jurors from November 15, 187H, to Juno 'M), 1880 #(500 

For witnesses same time 300 

Total 900 

Amount necessary to pay jurors from January 1, 1874, to November 15, 1878... 3, 144 
Witnesses same time : 700 

Total 3,844 

6 0 D 
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L. — BEPORT OF THE HEALTH OFFICES. 

Office of the Health Officer, 

Washington, I). (X, , 1878. 

Gentlemen: I have the honor to submit herewith my report as 
health officer of the District of Columbia. 

J n this report I have neither a great array of facts to present nor ex- 
tensive recommendations to make. 

The important office to the charge of which I have Lad the honor to 
be appointed is of recent creation and has been under my control but a 
few months, and I entered upon the duties which the charge imposes 
with but a general acquaintance of the health systems of other localities. 

While it is impossible, therefore, to present a very great record of 
events and observations, it would seem also wanting in propriety to 
assume that knowledge of all the necessaries for the maintenance of 
public health which longer experience and continued faithful application 
can only impart, and make extensive suggestions of improvement. 

I shall confine myself to what has transpired in direct connection with 
the health office here from the time of its establishment, and to such 
recommendations as even my short experience has convinced me are 

Imperative. 

CREATION OF THE OFFICE. 

The office of health officer of the District of Columbia was created by 
an act of Congress approved June 11, 1878, entitled "An act providing 
a permanent form of government for the District of Columbia," sections 
s, !>, 10, and 11 of which relate particularly to this office, and are as 
follows : 

Sec. 8. That in lieu of the board of health now authorized by law, the Commission- 
era of the District «>f* Columbia shall appoint ;i physician as health officer, whose duty 
it shall be, under the direction of the said Commissioners, to execute and enforce all 
laws and regulations relating to the public health and vital statistics, and to perform 
all such dunes as may be assigned to him by said Commissioners; and the board of 
health now existing shall, from the date of the appointment of said health officer, be 
abolished. 

Si ;< . {). That there may be appointed by the Commissioners of the District of Colum- 
bia, on the recommendation of the health officer, a reasonable number of sanitary 
inspectors for said District, not exceeding six, to hold such appointment at anyone 
time, of whom two may be physicians and one shall be a person skilled in the matters 
of drainage and ventilation ; and said Commissioners may remove any of the subor- 
dinates, and from time to time may prescribe the duties of each; and said inspectors 
shall be respectively required to make, at least once in two weeks, a report to said 
health officer in writing of their inspections, which shall be preserved on file; and 
said health officer shall report in writing annually to said Commissioners of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and so much oftener as they shall require. 

Sec. 10. That the Commissioners may appoint, on like recommendation of the health 
officer, a reasonable number of clerks, but no greater number shall be appointed and 
no more persons shall be employed under said health officer than the public interests 
demand ami the appropriation shall justify. 

SEC. 11. That the salary of the health officer shall be three thousand dollars per an- 
num : and the salary of the sanitary Inspectors shall not exceed the sum of one thou- 
sand two hundred dollars per annum each; and the salary of the clerks and other 
assistants of the health officer shall not exceed in the aggregate the amount of seven 
thousand dollars, to be apportioned as the Commissioners of the District of Columbia 
may deem best. 

APPOINTMENT OF HEALTH OFFICER. 

Under this act I was, on July 0, 1878, appointed, and immediately 
entered upon the discharge of my duties. 

The records and property of the board of health were turned over to 
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me at once, and I must express my thanks to the members « 
tor the readiness with which they placed at my disposal the material m 
their possession, and particularly the sense . of obligation which ^1 fed 
toward Dr. Keene,the health officer under the board of health, toi tin 
cordial manner in which he extended to me his assistance and ad\ ice in 
the initial performance of my duties. 

SYSTEM ADOPTED. 

A few days' experience sufficed to show me the magnitude of the work 
to be performed, and to impress me with the necessity of adopting a sys- 
tem commensurate therewith. 

The law requires the health officer to keep a correct record ol vital 
statistics, including the registration of births, marriages, and deaths, 
and the interment of the dead; to do general sanitary work, including 
the daily inspection of streets, alleys, lots, yards, &c., and, where nui- 
sances injurious to health exist, to provide for the removal thereof; to 
prevent the sale of unwholesome food in the District of Columbia; to 
superintend the collection of all offals, including aight-soil ? garbage, and 
dead animals, and to see to their removal beyond the limits of the Dis- 
trict; to prevent the introduction aid spread of infectious ami contagious 
diseases; and to prevent domestic animals from running at large in the 
cities of Washington and Georgetown. 

To accomplish the object first above named, that of securing a full and 
correct record of vital statistics, it is made the duty of every magistrate, 
clergyman, or other person who shall perform any marriage ceremony 
within the District of Columbia, to report each marriage ceremony sol- 
emnized by him to the health officer within forty-eight hours thereafter, 
giving the full name, age, occupation, birth-place, and legal residence of 
each person married, together with the date of such marriage. Blanks 
for this purpose are furnished to all clergymen and other persons whose 
duty it may become to solemnize marriages, and from their reports the 
record of marriages kept at the health office is compiled. Failure on 
the part of persons described to report a marriage within the time speci- 
fied is punishable by a tine of from $25 to $200. 

It is also made the duty of every physician, accoucheur, midwife, or 
other person in charge, who shall attend, assist, or advise at the birth 
of any child in the District of Columbia, to report to the health officer 
within six days thereafter, stating distinctly the date of birth and the 
sex and color of the child or children born, its or their physical condi- 
tion, whether still-born or not, the full name, nativity, and residence of 
the parents, and the maiden name of the mother. Blank certificates for 
the information desired are furnished, and from these reports the record 
of births is compiled. Failure on the part of the persons described to 
report a toth within the time specified is punishable by a fine of from 

It is further require! that when any p ts ori sh ill die within the Dis- 
trict ot Columbia, the physician who attended such person during his or 
her last illness, or the coroner of the District, when the case comes under 
his official notice, shall furnish and deliver to the undertaker or other 
person superintending the burial, a certificate, duly signed, setting forth 
as tar as the same may be ascertained, the name, age, color, sex, and 
nativity ot the person deceased, what was the occupation of such person, 

d H : 7 «he was married or single, the length of residence i, 

the District of < olumbia the cause, date, and place of death, and the 
duration ot sickness which resulted in death. ' 



I 
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And it is made the duty of the undertaker, or other person having 
charge of the burial, to write upon this certificate the date and place of 
burial, and, having signed it, to forward the certificate to the health 
officer within twenty-four hours after death. 

lint the physician must be duly registered at the health office, else 
his certificate will not be received. 

From certificates just described, the record of deaths kept at the health 
office and the monthly mortality reports are compiled, and it is, perhaps, 
proper to state here that these mortality reports are sent to all regis- 
tered physicians in the District- 
Failure, on the part of the undertaker or other person having charge 
of a burial, to give the date and place of burial is punishable by a fine 
of from $L\"> to $200. 

A permit from the health office is required for the interment or dis- 
interment of the dead body of any human being, or the disposition 
thereof in any tomb, vault, or cemetery within the District, and such 
interment or disinterment must be made in accordance with the terms 
of such permit. 

Sextons or other persons having charge of cemeteries or burying- 
grounds are forbidden to assist in, assent to, or allow, any interment or 
disinterment to be made without such permit ; and it is made the duty of 
every sexton or other person receiving such permit to preserve and re- 
turn it to the health officer before b' o'clock p. m. of the Saturday fol- 
lowing the day of burial, under penalty of a fine of from $25 to $200. 

Sextons, undertakers, or other persons, are further forbidden, under 
the same penalty, to bury, or cause to be buried, the body of any de- 
ceased person, except in such grounds as are known and used as burial- 
grounds, or shall hereafter be by law designated and authorized to be 
used as such. 

Burial permits or permits for removal are issued upon presentation of 
physician's certificate of death. 

Permits for disinterment are granted upon the application of proper 
parties and sufficient description, unless the party whose body is to be 
exhumed died of some contagious disease. 

A permit from the health office is also required to convey from, in, to, 
or through the District the dead body or part of the <]ead body of any 
human being, by means of any boat, vessel, car, Stage, or vehicle, pub- 
lic or private conveyance, or by any person; and where the remains of 
any deceased person are to be conveyed, transferred, or removed beyond 
the limits of the District, it is made the duty of the person, agent, or 
officer of the corporation having charge of the conveyance, transfer, or 
removal, to detach, sign, and return a coupon attached to said permit 
before 5 o'clock p. m. of the Saturday following such removal, under a 

penalty of a fine of from $25 to $200. 

All practicing physicians, accoucheurs, midwives, undertakers, sex- 
tons, superintendents of cemeteries, or other persons having charge of 
the same, are required, under a penalty of from $50 to $200, to register 
their names in books provided for that purpose in the health office. 

The coroner is required to make a monthly report to the health officer 
of the number of inquests held by him during the month last past be- 
fore said report, with a full description, as far as may be, of the age and 
sex of persons, color and nationality, the cause and mode of the death, 
and such other particulars as may be necessary to their identification 
in case of strangers and unknown persons. 

Thus it will be seen that checks are had upon all persons whose duties 
connect them in any way with the dead, and the records of mortality 



86 REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS OF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

arc made perfect. In the registration of births and marriages, how- 
ever, such perfection is not attained. Some physicians do not report all 
births at which they attend, and the neglect is not discovered except in 
case of the child's death. It is doubtless in consequence of this neglect 
that our tables show a decrease of the population by deaths over bin lis. 
Some clergymen are also careless in reporting marriages solemnized by 
them, and frequently have to bo notified before returns are made. 

The intelligent class of men composing both the medical and clerical 
professions should see the necessity of contributing to the perfection of 
these very important records by forwarding promptly all the required 
information in each and every case. In this connection I would invite 
attention to the necessity for placing these records in a tire-proof build- 
ing. 

The general sanitary work is accomplished by a corps of six sanitary 
inspectors, four of whom are charged with the daily inspection of alleys, 
streets, lots, yards, &c, and the abatement of nuisances found in such 
places. 

One is detailed as medical inspector, in connection with the bureau 
of vital statistics, his duty being to investigate premises where cases 
of zymotic disease may occur and ascertain if there be any discoverable 
local cause of disease existing; and, if such be found, to take proper 
action toward removal thereof, and to give instructions regarding isola- 
tion, disinfection, &c. lie is further charged with the examination of 
certificates of death and their proper classification. 

Each of the four inspectors assigned to street duty inspects a certain 
district or section, reports all conditions which may prove injurious to 
health, and examines into and reports Upon complaints of citizens 
coming from his district. These four inspectors report daily in writing 
to the health officer, who examines each report personally and takes 
such action as the law will warrant to effect desirable improvement. 
A record of nuisances is kept at the health (►dice. Notices are issued 
by the health officer to parties responsible for nuisances found, and a 
certain time is allowed for abatement. If at the expirat ion of such time 
the nuisance remains unabated, the case is turned over to the attorney 
ol the District for prosecution. 

It is proper to state, however, in this connection, that serious nuisances 
are occasionally found to exist, tin' abatement of which our present 
health ordinances are inadequate to secure. I shall take occasion to 
reier to this in my recommendations. 

It M ill be seen that each of these four inspectors is expected to have 
personal know ledge daily of the sanitary condition of a territorv 
ered by the habitations of 40,000 human beings 
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deleterious substance, or of any product from such milk, of any unsound, 
blown, or un wholesome meat, and all persons who shall slaughter, or 
cause to be slaughtered for food, any cattle in a feverish or diseased 
condition, are liable to a fine of from* $5 to $25 ; as also is any owner, 
manager, keeper of, agent, bartender or clerk in any saloon, restaurant, 
boarding-house, or eating-house, who shall offer for sale as food, or drink, 
anything poisonous or unwholesome; and any person owning, renting, 
leasing, or occupying any stall, room, or stand where meats or vegeta- 
bles arc sold for food, who shall fail to keep such stall, room, or stand 
in a cleanly condition, or who shall allow such meats or vegetables to 
become poisoned, or infected, or otherwise unlit for food, by reason of 
the uncleanly condition of such stall, room, or stand, is liable to a line 
of from $10 to $25, 

One man, all that could possibly be spared from the small force of 
sanitary inspectors, has been charged with the inspection of all matter 
offered for sale as food in the markets, commission houses, and the vari- 
ous provision stores of Washington, while two privates have been de- 
tailed from the police force, one to watch the river front of Washington, 
inspecting all marine products, &c, brought to the wharves, and the 
other to supervise the markets, shops, and wharves of Georgetown. 

Unwholesome food is condemned and given to the collectors of gar- 
bage for removal. 

Failures or refusals to comply with the regulations governing the in- 
spections of food, are presented to the attorney of the District, as in the 
case of nuisances remaining unabated. 

Any person who molests or hinders in any manner the health officer 
or an inspector in the performance of his duty is punishable by a tine of 
from $20 to $100 for each offense. 

The inspector detailed to this special duty, and the two policemen, 
also report daily in writing to the health officer. 

In regard to water, it Is the popular belief that if the same is but bright 
and clear, and, withal, cold and not unpleasant to the taste, it must be 
good ; while it lias been proven over and over again that such water 
may be polluted witli unspeakable tilth, and that anexeessive brilliancy 
of a water is a suspicious sign. Any person putting any description of 
aith into any water used by the public is liable to a tine of from 05 to 
$50, and any person maintaining a well or spring which is impure or un- 
wholesome is liable to a tine of from $5 to $50. 

For the collection of garbage and the transportation of ottal a contract 
is made. The contractor is required to report daily, in person, to the 
health officer. All complaints of neglect as to the removal of ottal, 
garbage, ami the like, are referred to the contractor for explanation, and 
are then returned with his indorsement, for information of the com- 
plainant. The contractor is also required to report weekly in writing, 
showing the extent of the service performed, and, before his money is 
paid him, the health officer must certify that his work has been done in 
a satisfactory manner. 

Night-soil' is removed from privies, privy-boxes, vaults, sinks, and 
cesspools, within the cities of Washington and Georgetown and their 
more densely populated suburbs, by the Odorless Excavating Apparatus 
( ompany, who employ their patent pneumatic process, whereby exposure 
of the night-s( )il to the open air during the collection of the same and 
during its transportation through the cities is avoided, it being punish- 
able by a fine of from 810 to $50 to remove night-soil by buckets or 
other means agitating or exposing the same to the open air, or to trans- 
fer it through Washington or Georgetown or the more densely popu- 
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l&ted suburbs in receptacles not air tight. And it is unlawful, under a 
penalty of not less than $10. for all persons, other than those authorized, 
to clean any privy in Washington or Georgetown, or to employ any our 
but the regular contractor, and it is also unlawful for any person, under 
a penalty of from •*."> to •*.">(), to deposit the contents of any privy in any 
place other than such as is approved by the health officer. The Odor 
less Excavating Apparatus Company deliver the night-soil collected by 
them to the contractor for transportation of offals at James ( 'reelH 'anal, 
near the arsenal. 

Any person creating, keeping, or maintaining an offensive privy, or a 
water-closet fromwhich noxious gases and offensive odors arise, is Liable 
tea tine of from $5 to $25. And keeping hogs, or having filthy and 
unwholesome stables or sheds for cows, horses, or other animals, within 

the cities of Washington or Georgetown, or the more densely popn 
lated suburbs of said cities, or keeping any animal affected with gland- 
ers or other contagious disease, is punishable by a like tine. 

Garbage is collected by the contractor for the collection of garbage 
and the transportation of offal above referred to, who is required To 
gather the same thrice weekly from private residences and daily from 
the markets in the cities of Washington and Georgetown, and convey the 
same away in covered and inclosed receptables. it being punishable by 
a tine of from $2 to $25 otherwise to transport bones, hides, tish, garb 
age, offal, or other animal or vegetable substance in a decomposing or 
offensive condition through Washington or Georgetown. 

Suitable receptacles are provided at convenient points in the markets, 
and householders are expected to deposit their garbage in boxes placed 
at a point on their premises most accessible and convenient to the col- 
lector. There is a penalty of from $5 to $ 2 5 attached to keeping -rent 
Muannties ot manure offal, garbage, or other offensive substance^S 
m feel of any dwelling, and a line of from $5 to $20 to Minis anv lot 
with the filth gathered in cleaning streets or yards 
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aft* 1 ) fosure. The keeper of any tenement-house, lodging-house or hotel 
is required, under a penalty of from $10 to *">0, in the event of any per- 
son living in such house becoming affected with any dangerous, infec- 
tious, or contagions disease, at onee to notify the health officer in writing. 
In case of a threatened epidemic the health officer is authorized to issue 

such orders and instructions and adopt sach regulations as lie may 
deem necessary; and whenever, in his Opinion, (fie complete isolation 
of a person affected with any infectious or contagious disease (the 
person being an inmate of a' tenement-house, lodging-house, board 
tag-house, or hotel in the District of Columbia) cannot be secured by 
other means, such person must be removed as expeditiously as possible, 
under the direction of the health officer, to the public hospital for treat- 
ment ; and any person resisting the requirements of the health officer in 
such ease is liable to a tine of from $10 to |r>0; and in case of any one 
other than the diseased person, to imprisonment for thirty days ; and 
willful exposure of the community to contagious disease by the person 

infected, by one having control of such person, by the driver of any con- 
veyance which has held him and has not been immediately and properly 
disinfected, or bv any person in giving, lending, selling, transmitting, or 
exposing clothing, bedding, rags, or other things, is punishable by a line 
of from $10 to $100 for each otfense; and any person who shall let any 
room, house, or pari of a house in which a person has been confined by 
reason of a contagious disease, without having such house, room, or part 
of house completely disinfected to the satisfaction of the health officer, as 
certified by him, is liable toa penalty of from $10 to $50 for each otfense. 

The health officer is in general charged with the isolation of cases of 
contagious disease and the disinfection of premises infected, and also 
with The placing of warning signs upon dwellings or other places where 
small pox exists— flags of yellow flannel and placards. He must also see 
to general and systematic vaccination when the public health requires it. 

To prevent domestic animals from running at large in the cities ot 
Washington ami Georgetown, a poundmaster and four assistants are 
employed, who patrol constantly the streets and avenues of the two 
cities and take up any unlicensed dog or other animal at large without 
a keeper. These animals are taken up and may be impounded tor forty- 
eight hours. If at or before the end of this period they are not claimed, 
ami charges for taking up, impounding, and keeping the same are not 
paid, they arc sold at public auction, the poundmaster acting as auc- 
tioneer. ' In the case of dogs, these may be killed. 

The proceeds of sales at the pound are turned over to the health offi- 
cer who gives receipt therefor. All moneys received by the health offi- 
cer for the sale of animals are, if demanded by the owner of such annuals 
at anv time within one year from the sale thereof, upon satisfactory 
proof that the claimant was the owner of the animal sold, after deduc- 
tion of charges and expenses of taking up and impounding and keeping, 
paid to such claimant; otherwise, said moneys are turned over to the 
Collector of the District of Columbia, Charges for taking up and im- 
pounding domestic animals found running at large are as follows : * or 
eaeh horse, mule, bull, steer, cow, calf, goat or dog, $2; for each sheep 
or hog *1, and for each goose 25 cents; and in addition to said several 
sums the cost of keeping of the animals is charged. In case ot dogs, a 
tax of $2 each per annum is levied, and suitable metallic tags are issued 
bv the collector of taxes, to be worn by the dog, to show that the tax is 
paid. It is the duty of the poundmaster to take up all dogs found with- 
out the tax-tag, anil in addition to this the owner is liable to a fine of 
from $5 to $ 10 for keeping an unlicensed dog. In case danger is appro- 
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lated suburbs in receptacles not air-tight. And it is unlawful, under a 
penalty of not less than $10, for all persons, other than those authorized, 
to clean any privy in Washington or Georgetown, or to employ any one 
but the regular contractor, and it is also unlawful for any person, under 
a penalty of from $5 to $50, to deposit the contents of any privy in any 
place other than such as is approved by the health officer. The Odor 
less Excavating Apparatus Company deliver the night-soil collected by 
them to the contractor for transportation of offals at James CreekOanal, 
near the arsenal. 

Any person creating, keeping, or maintaining an offensive privy, or a 
water-closet from which noxious gases and offensive odors arise, is liable 
to a tine of from $5 to $25. And keeping hogs, or having filthy and 
unwholesome stables or sheds for eows, horses, or other animals, within 
the cities of Washington or Georgetown, or the more densely popu- 
lated suburbs of said cities, or keeping any animal affected with gland- 
era or other contagious disease, is punishable by a like tine. 

Garbage is collected by the contractor for the collection of garbage 
and the transportation of offal above referred to, who is required To 
gather the same thrice weekly from private residences and daily from 
the markets m the cities of Washington and Georgetown, and convey the 
same away in covered and inclosed receptables, it being punishable b\ 
a tine of from $2 to $25 otherwise to transport bones, hides, tish. garb 
age, offal, or other animal or vegetable substance in a decomposing or 
offensive condition through Washington or Georgetown. 

Suitable receptacles are provided at convenient points in the markets 
and householders are expected to deposit their garbage in boxes placed 
at a point on their premises most accessible anil convenient to the col- 
lector. There is a penalty of from $5 to *L>r> attached to keeping -real 
quantities of manure offal, garbage, or other offensive substaW Twithii 
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after closure. The keeper of any tenement-house, lodging-house or hotel 
is required, under a penalty of from $10 to $50, in the event of any per- 
son living in such house becoming affected with any dangerous, infec- 
tious, or contagious disease, at once to notify the health officer in writing. 
In case of a threatened epidemic the health officer is authorized to issue 
sucli orders and instructions and adopt sach regulations as he may 
deem necessary; and whenever, in his opinion, the complete isolation 
of a person affected with any infections or contagious disease (the 
person being an inmate of a tenement-house, lodging-house, board- 
ing-house, or hotel in the District of Columbia) cannot be secured by 
other means, such person must be removed as expeditiously as possible, 
under the direction of the health officer, to the public hospital for treat- 
ment ; ami any person resisting the requirements of the health officer in 
such case is liable to a tine of from £10 to £50; and in case of any one 
other than the diseased person, to imprisonment for thirty days; and 
willful exposure of the community to contagious disease by the person 
infected, by one having control of such person, by the driver of any con- 
veyance which has held him and has not been immediately and properly 
disinfected, or by any person in giving, lending, selling, transmitting, or 
exposing clothing, bedding, rags, or other things, is punishable by a tine 
of from $10 to |100 tor each offense; and any person who shall let any 
room, house, or pari of a house in which a person has been confined by 
reason of a contagions disease, without having such house, room, or part 
of house completely disinfected to the satisfaction of the health officer, as 
certified by him, is liable to a penalty of from 810 to $50 for each offense. 

The health officer is in general charged with the isolation of cases of 
contagious disease and the disinfection of premises infected, and also 
with flic placing of warning signs upon dwellings or other places where 
small pox exists — nags of yellow flannel and placards. He must also see 
to general and systematic vaccination when the public health requires it. 

To prevent domestic animals from running at large in the cities of 
Washington and Georgetown, a poundmaster and four assistants are 
employed, who patrol constantly the streets and avenues of the two 
cities and take up any unlicensed dog or other animal at large without 
a keeper. These animals are taken up and may be impounded for forty - 
eight hours. If at or before the end of this period they are not claimed, 
ami charges for taking up, impounding, and keeping the same are not 
paid, they are sold at public auction, the poundmaster acting as auc- 
tioneer. In the case of dogs, these may be killed. 

The proceeds of sales at the pound are turned over to the health offi- 
cer, who gives receipt therefor. All moneys received by the health offi- 
cer tor the sale of animals are, if demanded by the owner of such animals 
at any time within one year from the sale thereof, upon satisfactory 
proof that the claimant was the owner of the animal sold, after deduc- 
tion of charges and expenses of taking up and impounding and keeping, 
paid to such claimant; otherwise, said moneys are turned over to the 
collector of the District of Columbia. Charges for taking up and im- 
pounding domestic animals found running at large are as follows : For 
each horse, male, ball, steer, cow, calf, goat, or dog, $2; for each sheep 
-or hog 81, and for each goose 26 cents; and in addition to said several 
sums the cost of keeping of the animals is charged. In case of dogs, a 
tax of $2 each per annum is levied, and suitable metallic tags are issued 
by the collector of taxes, to be worn by the dog, to show that the tax is 
paid, it is the duty of the poundmaster to take up all dogs found with- 
out the tax-tag, anil in addition to this the owner is liable to a fine ot 
from $5 to $10 for keeping an unlicensed dog. In case danger is appre- 
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bended from hydrophobia the Commissioners may issue a proclamation 
requiring that all dogs shall be muzzled. 

Fierce or dangerous dogs allowed to go at large subject the owner to 
a line of from $10 to $H0, or the dogs may be finally killed. 

Any person interfering with the poundmaster or an assistant in the 
discharge of his duty, or any person breaking into the pound or letting 
any animal out of the same without the consent of the officer keeping 
the same, is liable to a fine of from $5 to $25. 

The poundmaster keeps a register of all animals taken up by him, 
with an accurate description of the same, which register is open to the 
inspection of the public. The poundmaster reports daily in writing to 
the health officer and turns over all moneys received from redemption 
fees and sales. 

This is the system under which the duties pertaining to the health 
office are performed. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

My earnest intent from the time of taking charge of the office has been 
to sustain, and if possible improve, the sanitary condition of the city, 
and, very soon after my appointment the yellow fever appearing and 
becoming so general and virulent in the Mississippi Valley, it became 
incumbent upon me to put forth my best efforts in this direction and 
prevent, if possible, the introduction and spread of this terrible dlsca.se 
among our people. 

The concentrated energies of my small force was at once brought to 
bear in accomplishing the removal of any and every discoverable con- 
dition which might tend to feed or harbor the poisoned germs, if trans- 
planted among us. 

Our labor was unremitting. The inspectors worked well, and in a 
short time improvement was noticed in every direction. The allevs 
throughout the city which were in a very filthy condition were all 
Cleaned and thoroughly disinfected. Vigorous measures were adopted 
o secure the abatement of insanitary conditions on private property 
Genera [disinfection was ordered, and lime and disinfectants were to- 
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due, depends for its existence and elaboration on atmospheric heat, moisture, and filth. 
The two former we cannot control ; the latter can be avoided or removed. Is there no 
spot about your premises which you avoid:' Perhaps there is something you consider 
of small consequence, and to which von have paid no attention— some little habit to 
which yon and your neighbor arc addicted whereby a nuisance is unconsciously created.. 

The one pan of slop, dish or wash water thrown from the kitchen door into the yard 
amounts to but little; it is soon absorbed; hut the continuance of the practice day by 
day soon saturates the soil; the multiplied particles of animal and vegetable matter 
contained in this foul water decay and throw off offensive odors and poisonous gases 
which vitiate the atmosphere and sow the seeds of disease. One potato, tomato or 
other vegetable thrown on the pile of ashes or debris in one corner of the yard is a 
small matter, bn1 one added daily or hourly soon make it a foul offensive mass. The 
clear pure water dripping from your hydrant, if not properly conveyed away, soon 
forms a pool and becomes stagnant and offensive. So we might continue to enume- 
rate If there is anything which constitutes a nuisance on your premises, remove it 
at (Hire. Ventilate your house, and especially your cellar (if you have one), well. If 
there is material of any kind decaying in your cellar, or accumulating mold, remove 
it. If vour yard is tilth'v, clean it. If your privy is offensive, disinfect it, Clean the 
gutters in front of your own premises. If your premises are only supplied with surface 
drainage, keep the' drain clean ami disinfect it occasionally. Do not allow foul weeds 
to accumulate, to fall ami decay in your yard. See that all connnections with the 
public sewer are trapped and no foul odors are escaping, Have your garbage re- 
moved regularly, li the collector is neglectful notify this office. Whitewash and 
sweeten up vour fences, sheds, and outbuildings. Those who are unable to purchase 
disinfectants can have them supplied upon application to this office. Tse dry earth 
in your privies, and chloride of lime in cellars and drains. Never use quicklime m 
privies or stables; it liberates the ammonia and increases the offense. 

In short, use every means in your power to put your own premises in good samtary 
condit ion. The limited force at the command of the health officer renders frequent 
inspections of all premises in the District impossible. Nor should it be necessary for 
the people to be compelled to keep clean. The health department is using every effort 
in its power in behalf of the community, and appeals to the intelligence ot that com- 
munity to render its assistance. 

V " V reBp6CtfuUy ' SMITH TOWN8HEND, M. D., 

Health officer. 

While strict quarantine was not deemed necessary, the hotel-keepers 
and others were requested to notify the health officer of arrivals from 
the infected districts, and all persons from such districts were examined 
before clothing was allowed to be unpacked, clothing also being disin- 
fected upon removal from trunks. 

Fortunately the direful scourge did not reach us, but its ravages in 
other cities should be a warning to us that do stone must be left unturned 
in the effort to remove from our cities and environs every stumbling- 
block in the way of their healthfulness. The medical faculty have gen- 
erally agreed that three conditions must usually concur before there can 
be aii epidemic of yellow fever at any center of population, viz: Favor- 
able climate and temperature, local aids to propagation, such as malaria, 
tilth &c., and the importation of the germ. By the recent epidemic in 
Chattanooga, Tenn., however, we are shown but too plainly that when 
an imported germ finds a local situation that is favorable, no climatic ^ 
conditions are needed. Chattanooga is one thousand feet above tide, m 
a limestone country, dry and cool, the very last place where an outbreak 
of fever might be looked for. But the city was badly drained; it was 
lilthy; it had alluvial fiats near by subject to overflow; the germ to 
transplanted from .Memphis; the local aids were favorable and ^ promoted 
its propagation, and Chattanooga writhed under the terrible disease. 
We should not rely upon climate entirely to insure us from visitation by 
any disease, but there is ever imperative necessity for taking proper sani- 
tary precautions, and it is confidently believed that Congress will pro- 
vide for the proper care of the sanitary interests of what should be the 
most perfect city, in every particular, on this continent. 
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THE POTOMAC FLATS. 

First and foremost among the sanitary necessities of the District of 
Columbia is the improvement of our river-front and the abatement ot 
that great nuisance " the flats," or " Kidwell's bottoms;' extending along 
the north shore of the Potomac from the National Observatory to and 
below the "Long Bridge," and also those on the Eastern Branch, or 
Anacostia Kiver. . 

Extended comment on this subject is not necessary. Every intelli 
gent citizen is fully aware of the extent and influence ot these malarial 
marshes, these hundreds of acres of swam]), which present to the eye 
during the summer months a vast undulation of rank vegetation, ami 
which, during the fall, furnish so many patients to the physicians. 
Not only does the vast amount of vegetation which springs forth fall and 
decay, but much of the sewage of our cities is carried back from the river 
by the tides, and remains on these flats to ferment and throw off its 
deadly effluvia. Some of our sewers empty their contents directly into 
the morass on the Potomac, and the sedimentary matters deposited can 
never eifectuallv be borne away by the tidal currents. 

The subject has been presented time and again to Congress and nu- 
merous plans have been suggested to abate this great nuisance, but this 
is a question in the domain of engineering, and the know ledge and skill 
of an engineer is requisite to solve the problem. 

Stirred to energy by the terrible experience of our Sourthern cities, an 
effort is again being made by some of our prominent citizens to induce 
Congress to take decisive action at its next session looking to the eradi- 
cation of this plague-spot from our midst. Let us all give this move- 
ment our earnest and hearty support and trust that better results may 
attend our labors than have been the case with those who have toiled in 
this direction before us. 

CLEANING OF STREETS, ALLEYS. ETC. 

The health officer in attempting to properly discharge the duty of 
abating all nuisances found on streets, avenues, lots, yards, or othei 
places, often meets with embarrassments. In the abatement of nuisances 
found on streets, alleys, ^c, delay is occasioned bv the superintend 
ence of the work not being placed under his immediate control. Man\ 
of the best regulated cities in this country have such service performed 
under direction of their health department, and it would seem per- 
fectly natural that all matters pertaining to the cleanliness and conse- 
quent sanitary condition of a city should be the direct business of the 
health officer. At present this duty is performed by the superintend- 
ent ot streets, under direction of the engineer. 

NUISANCES ON PROPERTY" OF NON-RESIDENTS. 

on private property is often retarded, and 
m many instances prevented, by the occasional impossibility of finding 
towrtfef ' ** ° Wner ng il w«iW »nS failing to respond 

JSt°^*l wuK in V he ° m ''!' li "«- P»rty eftanot be brought into 
com,, and the health otteer remains powerless. Where nuisances of 
a senons character exist on property for which no owner or • res ons^i , 
ageat can be found, or where the owner resides beyond the lS of the 
District ami fails to respoml to notice within a reasonable tin^lhefcw 
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should give the health officer authority to enter upon the premises, 
abate the nuisance there existing-, and certify the cost of abatement to 
the proper o tti ce r s of the District, who should then cause such cost to be 
assessed against the property, when the amount would be collected as 
other taxes for special improvements are collected in the District of 
Columbia. 

I would respectfully recommend that legislation to this effect be asked 
of Congress at the approaching session. 

SOAP-FACTORIES, ETC. 

Where a nuisance on private property has been of long* existence, it is 
also difficult or impossible to secure its abatement. The necessity for 
removing from thickly populated sections those noisome nuisances known 
as soap-factories and rendering establishments, also establishments for 
burning or boiling offal, swill, bones, fat, tallow, or lard, for making glue, 
boiling varnish or oil, for making lampblack, making turpentine, for dis- 
tilling ardent alcoholic or fermented spirits, for storing or keeping offen- 
sive matte]-, or establishments wherein any business or trade is carried on 
whereby stenches and noisome odors or noxious gases arise or are gen- 
erated, cannot be too strongly urged upon those who make laws. 

Unfortunately for residents near these pestilential and disgusting es- 
tablishments, a majority of the supreme' court of the District of Colum- 
bia rendered a decision against the suppression of 0m 1 of them, which 
had been declared a nuisance injurious to health (upon the ground, it is 
believed, that it was of long existence), and citizens are still compelled 
to breath and endure foul odors and noxious gases which are pourdil 
into their chamber windows. 

Early and special legislation covering this subject is sorely needed. 

BE WES ( i AsJES IN DWELLINGS. 

Another subject worthy of and demanding special attention is the 
prevention of the escape of sewer gas into dwelling-houses. 

Volumes have been written on the subject of sewer gas, and its dis- 
cussion has occupied much of the time of the ablest sanitarians of the 
day. The press lias devoted column after column to it, and physicians 
have warned their patients of ite deadly effect. Notwithstanding all 
this, untrapped soil-pipes, waste-pipes, and drain-pipes of every descrip- 
tion are frequently found by the sanitary inspectors, ofttimesin some of 
the 1 finest appearing residences. 

This will continue until it is made a penal offense on the part of any 
plumber, or other person who shall connect any premises with a sewer, 
not to supply properly constructed and approved traps to prevent the 
issuance of gases into the premises. 

There should be employed, under direction of the health officer, a com- 
petent person whose duty it should be to inspect all houses in course of 
erection and investigate the construction ami arrangement of the sewers, 
sewer-traps, waste and drain pipes. 

It should be necessary to have a certificate as to the correctness of 
the sewers, sewer- traps* and drain-pipes ere the property could be inhab- 
ited, and any person failing to do plumbing work properly, whereby nox- 
ious gases might enter premises, should be liable to line. I would re- 
spectfully recommend that the attention of Congress be invited to this, 
subject also. 
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CAKE OF THE SICK FOOK. 

If there is one subject more than another deserving especial consider- 
ation, that subject is the provision of medicines and medical attendance 
lor the indigent poor of the District of Columbia. 

Numbers of these unfortunates die annually in the cities oi \\ ashing- 
ton and Georgetown for want of medical attendance and for want ol 
medicine, while untold suffering is entailed upon many that survive. 

Few people not actually in contact with this class can realize the suffer- 
ings of forlorn wretches too farsunkin the depths of poverty ever to know 
the pleasures of hope, ever to experience the comfort which the compe- 
tent physician can bring to the bedside oi' the sick, ever to experience 
the alleviation of suffering by medicine. Few can realize the misery of 
the family which must see, without one spark of hope of help, one of its 
number hastening to the grave. They must all resignedly await tin* 
course of nature. If the pauper die, it was but as expected ; if lie sur- 
vive, it is but to repeat the miseries when again he is stricken by dis- 
ease. 

The District of Columbia 1ms a large pauper element brought to her 
by certain peculiar causes which have affected no other city. There are 
forty thousand negroes in the District, a majority of whom flocked to the 
seat of government just after the war, expecting to gain an easy livelihcn >d 
and find perpetual employment at the hands of those who gave them 
freedom. But a reaction came, and with it came hard times, and these 
people found that freedom had its trials and tribulations as well as its 
joys and pleasures. Once imbued with a love of the excitement of citj 
life, they were loath again to return to farm and tield, and they have re- 
mained in the shanties and huts which till the alleys and back streets of 
Washington and Georgetown. Poorly clad; ill fed, and surrounded by 
filth and squalor, they fall an easy prey to disease and are a constant 
care to the health authorities. There is also a large number of poor 
whites who find the straggle for existence a hard one, and who, when 
sickness overtakes them, find it difficult to procure medical attention. 
Many persons are annually attracted to the national capital who, by 
reason of the tedious delays which sometimes attend legislation or the 
procurement of official position, or through the failure of some cherished 
plan, are thrown upon the charity of the District, Should disease over- 
take them m poverty there is no provision for their case 

There is no other city in the country of even half the population of 
Washington but what makes provision for the medical care of its in- 
digent poor. 

That many pooi ' die from lack of medical care is illustrated by the 
feet that the health officer is called upon daily to investigate the cause 
ot death in cases where no physician has been in attendance, where no 
medical aid whatever has been rendered. 

And when Ave take into consideration the large number who are ->t 
tended ^gratuitously by our physicians, than whom no Z re c ar al t 
and sel -sacnhcing set of men can be found, the great necessitv of nrn 
vision for this service must present itself to all. 5 1 

INSPKC'TIOX OF LIVE STOCK. 

The inspection of live stock is an essentia! to the prevention at h„. 
sa cot unwholesome food for which no provision is £ Owners of 
stock, on the approach of any disease, are apt to put their a, , u , 
the market, and the only possible means of preventing the SKfdto 
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eased meat is by having the killing of such animals for food rendered 
impossible. The passage of a law requiring all animals destined for 
food in our markets to be taken to a given point and inspected by an 
expert person, before being slaughtered, would keep more unwholesome 
meat from the people than could the combined efforts of a number of 
men employed to examine it on the market stalls. 

The passage of a law covering this subject is earnestly recommended. 

The health officer is seriously embarrassed by the smallness of the 
force given him to accomplish the work prescribed and expected of him. 



The importance of a thorough inspection of the public-school build- 
ings of the District impressed itself upon me soon after 1 entered upon 
my duties as health officer, and I took the earliest opportunity for 
performing the work. In company with two assistants I made personal 
inspection of each building occupied as a public school in the cities of 
Washington and Georgetown* 

There are (>- of these buildings, containing in all 267 rooms used for 
school purposes. Two hundred and four of these school-rooms are in 
buildings owned by the District ; 63 in buildings rented. The buildings 
are of all kinds and conditions, from the palatial brick, with mansard 
roof and trimmings, to the transformed market-house and plain w r ooden 
dwelling; from those with huge, airy, well-ventilated, well-drained, and 
handsomely appointed rooms, to damp, dark basements and dilapidated 
structures with a single room. 

The task, though somewhat arduous, was in many ways an agreeable 
one. It is not always, as in this case, the good fortune of health officers 
to be brought in contact with persons who give to every Question an in- 
telligent reply, and who enter heartily into the spirit of preserving the 
health of those around them. From Superintendent Wilson, who ac- 
companied me through the Franklin Building, to the youngest teacher 
of some primary class, all answered my questions cheerfully and lent 
me their cordial assistance. 

The short time allowed for the preparation of this report prevents my 
entering into the subject as fully as 1 would desire, and I will therefore 
confine myself to stating the most urgent of the many needed reforms, 
and reserve a more complete and minute statement for some future time. 

I will only attempt to give a brief summary of the defective condi- 
tions which call for prompt action, and I shall do this in as few words 
as possible, leaving details and elaboration of facts for the near future. 
I hope soon to be able to give the subject that time and careful study 
which its importance demands. 

The colored schools being nearly all located in buildings of recent 
construction, were found to be generally in better sanitary condition 
than the white, and the buildings owned by the District far superior in 
this particular to the rented ones. The owned buildings are by no 
means perfect, however ; and in some of the linest, defects of a serious 
character were found. 

I will speak first of the large, well-known buildings, commencing with 
the Jeft'erson. 



An inspection of this magnificent temple of education illustrated but 
too plainly how easy it is for one to be deceived by appearances. "All 
must be perfect within that beautiful structure" would be the most nat- 
ural thought of any casual observer, but like the charity which covers a 
multitude of sins, the brown-stone front often harbors numerous evils. 



INSPECTION OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 




90 REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS OF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 



The visitor or sight-seer passing through the spacious halls ami targe, 
handsome rooms, would in all probability echo the verdict of the passer- 
by. But when the expert comes and the surface is penetrated, an en- 
tirely different exclamation comes from his lips. Here you have wide, 
airy rooms, whence do you obtain air to till them I he inquires. The air 
is heated to an agreeable temperature, but was it pure before being 
heated ? Here are means of ventilation and drainage very attractive to 
the eye; do they accomplish the object desired, or are there grave de- 
fects? These rooms are amply lighted, but is that light properly 
applied I These are the important questions which arise in the mind of 
the sanitary expert, and some of these, 1 am sorry to say, had to be an- 
swered in the negative, where a thorough inspection disclosed the true 
conditions which existed in the Jefferson Building. The building is 
heated by steam, and with the exception of some minor delects which 
might be remedied by an engineer, is very satisfactorily done. The 
building is ventilated by means of box shafts. There are two of these 
from each room, having exit-registers, and they communicate with the 
smoke-stack whereby a draught is obtained. The light is ample, and the 
seats are well arranged; a great defect, and one which was afterward 
found in other buildings, is the means of obtaining cold air. There 
does not yet exist in the minds of the publican adequate conception of 
the extent of the danger to health which is induced by a continual im- 
mersion of the body in impure air, notwithstanding the efforts which have 
been made in tins direction tbr their enlightenment. Following these 
cold-air ducts in this building to the mouth I found that one led from 
directly oyer a sewer-trap; another led from a damp, Close, and moldv 
area, while m every instance these ducts are conducted under the 
ground-floors of the building. 

Jftold r\r^ a H^< lt is 51 waste of ventilation, we 

tl u I • authontie ?> 11 rt is directed against avoidable pollu- 

tions of the air Che proper domain of ventilation begins when clean- 
liness has done its best. Air carried through these dan.,, un e ' . ' , I 
passages must become to a certain extent vitiated; U ^ 
note that some of the more recently constructed bui < i, ll ^ „ 

supply from weU ^above the surface. The fumace-room give ^evidence 
done without further delay , aim tins gnould be 

adS?° 'ills SJ JSSS SEt? T' : '" iUn8tra < «»• 

of this buflding is ^perfect .^SL^ r , f !/ ,ll, 1 ,l,,n , »«* '<"»" 
iu the tower* af on the' tttffSSS££ '"' C ° Mtracted 

duct in th, northeast ' " H S^ffl 01 ' entouM * to 

tor a large sewer-nine • < k „ ' , '"' S1 1"'" 1 "- '» used 

MP*ytke latter being defective ■ ,,i , ' 8 J 1 5*V 8ed for ;l »ewer- 

■nnst necessarily be e^e!ldu^tfvin?« J fSf ot S"** 

water -rh.sets are aC ArtS^iM^?™" '»* th .« building. The 
troui 



j( t 8SB5S ?«3WSSS» 
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into these buildings from above the surface, such means should be 
adopted without farther delay. 

The Thompson Building on Twelfth street near K, northwest, is de- 
fectively ventilated, especially the third-floor front room. 

The Sumner Building lias the underground air-ducts, before alluded 
to and the north walls of the rooms occupied by the janitor in the base- 
ment are dam]). The latter defect can be remedied by extending the 
area from the northeast corner, but whether or not school-buildings 
should be inhabited at all bv families is a question. The ordinary duties 
attendant upon housekeeping, such as cooking, washing, &c, create 
odors and Impurities in the atmosphere from which buildings containing 
such a number of persons should be tree; besides there is the liability of 
toe building being rendered untenable for school purpose by the resi- 
dent family being attacked by some contagious disease. 

The rooms on the ground ftoot in the John F. Cook Building are 
poorlv ventilated, while the heat is unevenly distributed. The one m 
The northwest corner of the building was overcrowded, and at time ot 
the inspection the air there was very foul. 

In this connection I would invite attention to the imminent danger 
in which many children are placed in consequence of the insufficiency of 
properly constructed and arranged school-rooms. Every school, 1 tind, 
no matter where located or what may be the size of the room, has about 
the same number of scholars— usually 00. Whether in the huge, wide, 
and high rooms of the Franklin Building or in the lowest narrow apart- 
ment »\' a former market house, each teacher is allotted the same num- 
ber of pupils. In the larger buildings where provision is made tor the 
constant supply of fresh air and consequent displacement ot that ren- 
dered impure, we tind as high as 360 cubic feet of air for each pupil 
while in some of the close, ill-ventilated buildings rented, 100 cubic feet 
and less for each is obtained. 

In respiration we deteriorate an enormous quantity of air (about a 
rallon a minute), and we are constantly throwing off carbonic acid and 
organic matter. Every time we breathe, and we breathe about eighteen 
times per minute, we expel thirty cubic inches of air, .which amount 
eontains 1.29 cubic inches of carbonic acid, or L6.1 cubic feet in the -4 
hours. In this 10 cubic feet of carbonic acid there are about < A ounces 
b V weight of charcoal. Air which has once been breathed should never 
V,i> breathed again until it has been mingled with fresh air, m order tha 
the impurities which it has acquired maybe removed from it, ami mat 
it mav regain a wholesome amount of moisture. 

lir in many of the rented school-rooms of the District must ot neces- 
sity he rebreathed. The vapor of human breath contains animal organic 
matter whirl, decomposes and gives off various volatile nitrogenous com- 
pounds, Which, although they may not themselves produce disease, un- 
doubtedly lessen the power of the body to resist its attack. 

In many of the smaller rented rooms the peculiar sickening odor ot 
organic matter in the air was noticed even though the inspection took 
place at a season of the year when doors and windows could yet beleit 

° ! The subject of securing properly ventilated rooms for school purposes 
cannot be few strongly urged upon those in authority ; it ^esl^me to 
every family; ami as many diseases propagate themselves by ehm mating 
ffipoisons through the medium of the exhalation and cxcrotioii o 
the body, polluted air is often the bearer of the organic poisons b\ wMefi 
maladies are disseminated. a^^a 
In the Beaton Building defective, offensive water-closets were found. 

7 C l) 
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These closets are of the pattern known as the "hopper" or spring-valve 
closets, water being- supplied only by the weight of the person during 
use. When these closets are used by children water is very often not 
supplied at all. They should be removed and replaced by "flood-troughs." 

The handsome structure situated on Second between Ili<»-li and Mar- 
ket streets, Georgetown, known as the Custis Building, was, I am sorry 
to say, like some of the beautiful buildings of Washington, not without 
its defects. The air-ducts here, like those in the Jefferson and Franklin 
Buildings, are constructed underground. The entrances to these passages, 
six in number, were found damp, moldy, and wet, and containing filth 
and debris of all kinds. Two sewer-openings are located directly at the 
mouth of the air-ducts on the north side ot tin* huiMin^'; on6 ii cesspool- 
trap, which at time of inspection had no water-seal, and the other an 
imperfect connection with down-spout. 

Any escape of foul odors or noxious gases from these openings musl 
necessarily be carried directly into the school rooms. The cesspool should 
be removed at once, that opening closed, ami the connection with down- 
spout carefully cemented. The area surrounding building was also tilled 
with dSbris and tilth. The heating and ventilation of the building are 
very satisfactory. 

Teachers in every room had windows lowered from the top ami the 
expressions <da majority showed that the health and comfort of their 
scholars as well as their instruction were among their cares. 

The sudden death at the Wallach Building some time since of t wo of 
the janitor's children, said to have died Of malignant diphtheria was the 

'• allse of , 8 changes for the hotter in regard to ventilation, source of 

air-supply, &c. Set there are some faulty c lit ions still existing which 

need remedy. In th<' heating of many of these larger buildines The facl 
that north rooms requne a greater degree of heal than thoae situated 
on the south side is not taken into consideration. The same siumlv is 
given each room regardless of situation, and while those persons in the 
rooms exposed to the northern winds suffer from laekof warmth th o£ 
in the ones on the south side, protected from the winds an drive £ 
sim ^e more heat than they desire. This was found to he the « « , 
he \\ allach Building, the northeast corner rooms being dan „ 1 tl 
occupants comphuning of insufflcienl heat. The south room on thethird 
floor is very detective m ventilation. A ventilation- 7. 
in without delay. The water-closets here SSeiSKBJ £S£ " 

penetrating the school-rooms' TOeyTe^mS^^ 

with the main bnildingon the ground-floor. The^tr^^J^W 
from the building should be closed or the e , 1< i H , cl °sete 
! ^nsideroble care has been exercis l „ ! • Jj£ bSn^ ,V, " ov< " 1 - 
uig anything that might prove imurious to .health i?l i^ Vent - 
for others to follow the example and not wait f 1,, t nHI 
to transpire before they throw out the Inward *"" K ' ^ occurrence 

Ea^SrGeor^to^tafvS fuZX™ f*** "ed on 
time of inspection the ah 'waTfo d ■ 7 . ™ZT M *>' 

40 by 20 with high ceilings, have low ' v n lows ,'< 1 ^2 n I?P In8 ' ab ? ut 
means of ventilation. There is a box th e ■ ve„' V "" " tl,( ' r 

ated in the corner of each room. i^S^SS!^ 8 ^ 0 ^ " itu - 
But these exits, one and all, wS ^nS" S and fl °<* 

of ever having been in use Tier Here ^ ? ave n ° evidence 

the opper ones, and the only i.ossibiiitv Af 3? 2 ■ ,n , ea " s of opening 

those below was where £/£StStlSSL 

^ one stove ,s employed in each of VXEf^Z 'Z!^ 



REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS OF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 99 

must necessarily be unequally distributed. The yard and closets are in 
good condition, but no urinal is provided for the boys. This want should 
be supplied at once. 

The Lincoln Building was found in good condition generally, an insuf- 
ficiency of heat being, however, complained of in some rooms. * The Love- 
joy Building has no means of ventilation other than by raising or low- 
ering the windows. The McCormick, Potomac, Stevens, and Bowen 
Buildings were i?i Pair condition, as was also the Cranch Building. The 
Randall and Miner Buildings are excellent throughout* 

The smaller buildings owned and rented may be distributed into three 
classes, according to condition, viz, the fair, the tolerable, and the 
totally unlit. 

Among those classed as in fail- condition may be mentioned the Lar- 
ner, Miller, and Barrett Buildings, and the ones corner Fourteenth and 
L streets, X. W.j Tenth and ( J streets, N. W.J corner High and Market 
streets, Georgetown; and corner Prospect and Lingan streets, George- 
town. 

Those in only tolerable condition, and which have defects that I cannot 
attempt to point out at the present time, are situated as follows: On II 
between Thirteenth and Fourteenth streets, X. W.J corner Twenty-second 
and I streets, X. W.J corner Nineteenth and II streets, N. \Y.; Nineteenth 
between <i and II streets, X. W.J N street, between Seventeenth and 
Eighteenth, N. W.j II between Second and Third, X. W.j V between 
Ninth and Tenth streets, N. W.j Sixth between Land M, X. W.j () street 
between Fourth and Fifth streets, N. W.j corner Ninth and S streets, 
N. W.j corner K and New Jersey avenue, N. W.J Fifth between M ami 
N", N.W.J corner Fifth and I streets, N. W.j corner Seventh and (1 
streets, 8. B.j Ninth street between K and Virginia avenue, S. E.j cor- 
ner Fifth and Virginia avenue, S. B.j E between' Fifth and Sixth streets, 
S. E3.J first between C and I) streets, S. 10.; corner Seventh and A 
streets, N. B.: Ninth between P and Q, X. W.j on Montgomery between 
Bridge and Olive streets; and on Third between High and Market streets, 
Georgetown. Only live of these buildings are the property of the Dis- 
trict, the remainder being rented. The detects found in most of them 
are imperfect ventilation, unequal distribution of heat, poor light, damp 
Avails, or insufficient air-space. 

Those buildings totally unfit to be used as schools are located as follows, 
viz: On Third between L and New York avenue, N. W.j corner Fourth 
and L streets, X. W.j M, between Tenth and Eleventh streets, N. W.j 
corner Twentieth and R streets, N. \V.; Fourteenth, between Ohio avenue 
and I) street, N. Wj and corner Third and A streets, S. E. 

The building on Third, between New York avenue and L, is unfit for 
human habitation. Here we found 140 children packed into two rooms, 
each 14 feet long, 22 feet wide, and 11 feet high. Of course the air, to 
one coming from the outside, was stifling. An attempt had been made 
to ventilate by cutting holes through the thin board walls of the structure, 
but it availed little, cold air being taken in, but the impurities not being 
carried out. The structure is dilapidated; and privy accommodations 
not being sufficient, fracal matter is deposited in the yard. It will be 
seen that there are but 85 and a fraction cubic feet of air allowed each 
pupil here, while the minimum quantity sanctioned by authorities is 200 
cubic feet for each person, and this where provision is made for a con- 
stant supply of fresh air. 

The building corner of Fourth and L streets is dark, the walls are 
damp, the ventilation is very imperfect, the privies are against the walls 
of the building, and are very defective. There was urine on the floors, 
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and this was soaking them and saturating the walls. There is no yard- 
room for scholars. 

The building on M, between Tenth and Eleventh streets, is a dilapi- 
dated frame, with one room ; the walls are damp, the light defective, 
there is no means of ventilation, an offensive privy is located within 15 
feet of the back windows, and the yard is also damp, having no means 
of drainage. 

The old brick structure, corner Twentieth and R, has a damp, unvon- 
tilated cellar under the school room, the walls show evidences of damp- 
ness, the drainage is defective, and the only ventilation obtained is by 
the windows. The building is generally unsuitable for school purposes. 

The wood structure on Fourteenth between Ohio avenue and I) street, 
N. W., contains one room, which is dark, has no means of ventilation 
other than by raising the windows, no ventilation under the floors, no 
propel- means of drainage, and has filthy box-privies. 

The building corner Third and A streets, S. K M formerly a market 
house, is very deficient in air-space, and is poorly ventilated', the mean* 
of heating a re defective, and gases from the stoves escape into t he rooms. 

I would recommend that all the premises described as until for school 
purposes be vacated as soon as proper accommodations can be obtained 
elsewhere. 

TABULAR STATEMENTS. 

The following tables show, by months, for the year ending June 30. 
1878, the number and nature of nuisances reported, the amount ami 
kind of unwholesome food condemned, the number and kind of marine 
products inspected and condemned, the amount of offal and dead ani- 
mals removed from the District, the uumber of animals impounded, with 
their disposition, and a comparative statement showing the number of 
animals impounded during six years. These wee compiled from the 
records, and are submitted without comment 

The report of the poundmaster is also submitted. This report is inter- 
"usmVl"! ^ ° f NVO,k *" rf0rmetl durin g t,,( ' P«S Ur is very 
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Tablk A. — ConwUdateA report of nuisances for the year ending June 30, 1878. 



Months. 



Nature oi Quittance 



Alh-ys 

Anas 

Cellars 

Drainage, surface. . 

Excavations 

(i utters 

( larbage 

Bog-pens 

Houses, filthy 

Houses, condemned 
1 louses, slaughter. . 
1 louses, do privy . 

Hydrants 

Lots, filthy 

Manure, heaps 

Markets, public — 

Miscellaneous 

Pumps 

Pipes burst, water 
Ponds, stagnant . . . 

Privies, filthy 

Privies, full 

Privy-bOXeS, leaky 

Privies, dilapidated 

Roofs, leaky 

Sewers, public 

Sewers, house-con- 
nection 

Stables 

Streets, filthy 

Traps, sewer 

Yards 

Yards, row 

Vaults, privy 

Water-closets 



Total. 



July. 


• 

I 

P 


September. 


October. 


— 

■ 
> 
© 

r i 


u 

B 
— 

s 

B 
B 

Q 


January. 


>. 
u 
es 

I 

m 


March. 


April. 


May. 


June. 


Total. 


51 


2H 


38 


29 


19 


31 


2 


19 


47 


33 


45 


15 


357 


i 


1 


° 


; *j 


3 




] 




r. 
<» 


i 

1 


1 

J 


1 
1 


nrj 


0 


o 


15 


23 


22 


14 


12 


15 


12 


3 


5 


2 


137 


44 


.5b 


40 


64 


32 


48 


20 


27 


63 


39 


37 


3 


443 


1 






3 


<> 

0 


8 


2 


4 


3 








27 


19 


31 


32 


35 


1 .> 


17 


10 


5 


7 


8 


21 


16 


216 


19 


P* Li 

58 


10 


25 


1 1 


20 


11 


10 


27 




2 


8 


219 


<; 


;> 


11 


4 


5 


4 


4 


1 


6 


2 


2 




50 


24 


6 


17 


8 


9 


14 


4 


19 


13 


73 


33 


25 


245 


2(5 


21 


26 


22 


28 


25 


7 


8 


27 


24 


21 


15 


250 


1 

X 


l 


| 


5 


'.I 


1 

1 






5 




2 




21 






3 


1 


5 


2 


8 




2 


2 


2 




27 


6 
1 


2 


3 


7 


*j 


1 


1 


J 


3 




26 


8 


21 


11 


Hi 


3 


6 




10 


15 


11 


2 


103 


8.'} 


44 


40 


01 


.'{5 


.{.) 


28 


Ofl 

30 


00 


43 


53 


5 


523 










5 


1 J 










2 




21 


go 


61 


03 


56 


22 


35 


61 


61 


103 


39 


116 


73 


746 


I 


1 


3 


0 


4 








1 








20 


6 


1 


4 


8 




10 


3 


3 


5 




8 


1 


48 


20 


18 


44 


56 


14 


32 


12 


11 


75 


20 


46 


12 


360 


176 


!*<> 


it;:; 


1 OS 


1 Hi 


1 / 0 


183 


ISO 


310 


207 


200 


82 


1,991 


xo7 


1, 101 


((•»•» 


165 


100 


174 


181 


223 


417 


2:50 


244 


111 


4, 745 


79 


68 


i. r <4 


98 


59 


62 


58 


52 


114 


71 


83 


23 


896 


17 


12 


28 


1!) 


3 


10 


8 


4 


35 


10 


14 


5 


171 


14 


17 




lit 


21 


14 


11 


52 


09 


12 


39 




301 


29 


22 


5 


17 


17 


9 


9 


16 


58 


15 


28 


23 


248 


39 


1 


56 


26 


7 


33 


1 


G 


30 


17 


28 




247 


77 


72 


39 


30 


25 


32 


14 


30 


32 


47 


51 


7 


456 


4 


2 


« 


18 


9 


4 


3 


1 


8 


4 


8 


3 


70 


16 


(i 


18 


11 


20 


0 


7 


5 


2 


5 


6 


11 


115 


1-J7 


72 


34 


48 


40 


50 


41 


87 


198 


162 


132 


54 


1,057 


32 


29 


11 


22 


17 


13 


13 


24 


19 


8 


4 


1 


193 








2 


5 


4 




1 


1 


2 


2 




17 


12 


1 


16 


18 


3 


9 


9 


10 


7 


9 


22 


4 


120 


I, K7-J 


I, 8'J7 


1,849 


1.017 


092 


919 


786 


921 


1,784 


1, 109 


1,271 


502 


14, 493 
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Offal and dead animals removed during year ending June 30, 1878. 



Months. 



J nly 

August 

September . . 

October 

November .. 
December... 

January 

February . . . 

March 

April 

May 

June 

Totals 



Ni-ht-soil. 



JiarrrU. 

2, M9 
2, !>M 
2, Ml 
2, 564 
2, 4L'.". 
1, 867 
1 . W7 

1, 689 
2, 180 

2, 1*4 
2, 086 
2, 266 



28, 201 



Garbage. 



Tom. 

672 

1.507J 
1,056! 
♦nr. 
4r,i 
:<(»:{ 
:t!»4 
869 
856 
581 
811 
764 



7. 770* 



Dead 
animal*. 



r>83 
641 
66f 
412 
176 
186 
216 
187 
218 
228 
66J 
7J0 



4. 
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Table E. — Comparative statement showing number of animah impounded in the District of 
Columbia during the years 1872, 1H7;} ; W4, 1875, HTii, and 1*77. 



Years. 



1872 

1873 

1874 

1875 

1876 

1877 

Total 



r. 
o 

E 
O 

w 


c 


* 

P 
* 


K 
C 

w 


( J oats. 


d 
■ 


■ 
• 

6 


at 
it 
1 

N 


Total. 


88 


225 




40 


152 


124 


210 


335 


1, 171 


128 


:{.-.!» 


36 


93 


1S6 


38 


165 


1,061 


2, 086 


60 


L69 


22 


57 


129 


4 


<>4 


2, 200 


2, 705 


36 


lis 


15 


28 


1 12 




111 


2, 4 16 


2, 891 


36 


60 


r> 


3 


162 




93 


2,3(19 


2, 668 


30 


75 


10 


17 


168 




12S 


2, 456 


2, 884 


37* 


1, 006 


8S 


233 


939 


166 


771 


10, 827 


14, 408 



Note.— The year 1878 could not be included in this table, owing to the date of report belli 
months earlier than in former years, thereby necessitating the inclusion of three months' v-<>: 
preceding year in the accompanying table for 1878. 



three 
woi k from 



Office of the Poundmaster, 

Washington, October 30, L878. 

Sir: I have the honor to present herewith my report of the operations 
of the pound service for the year ending Jnne 30, 1878. 

The work during the year previous to your taking charge of the health 
department varied but little from that of previous years, but since the 
law imposing a tax on dogs in the District of Columbia, and instructing 
the poundmaster to take up all found running at large without the tux- 
tag, went into effect, the number of such animals impounded has in- 
creased to such an extent as to swell the list higher than ever known 
betore since the inauguration of the service. 

Many persons have, sooner than pay the tax of $2 imposed by this 
law, turned over their dogs to the poundmaster, to meet the penalty of 
death and others upon finding that the redemption fee had been* in- 
creased, and it would be necessary after redeeming to also take a 
bscense have left their animals in pound: thus the uumberofS 
redeemed has decreased as the number in pound has bicreased 



no<;s. 



tw?dtieTi« «Si?™ nce J COme8 ' "' lar « e '"•'»>• of dogs which infest our 

k il lT 1 '" 11 ' ' U wouM 866,0 *»» killing of these 

w r ery year W "" M at l6a * decimate the worthless 
uass, imt wlio among ns can say that the I" 747 fWs I i.v 

Sl™^ m ^ to « Ta v haira > ♦«•» have appeared 

may hope K t^EifiAft ^ - 

JKiffiE SLSffiOTS dUring S? 2 * Pl- 
each year, and , eft" em* to 1 '' unmuzz ^ has increased regularly 
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great the number impounded, their places are filled, probably an addi- 
tion made, when we again visit the spot. 

The act to create a revenue in the District of Colombia by levying a 
tax on nil dogs therein, to make such dogs personal property, &c, which 
went into effect about the 15th of last July, has worked admirably; up to 
September 30, licenses had been issued for 3,308 dogs, and $0,016 have 
thereby been brought into the treasury of the District. Yet I am of 
the opinion that three-fourths of our canine population still remain 
without their badge of respectability, the tax-tag. When we take into 
consideration the fact that duiing the three months this law has been in 
force we have killed at the pound 2,0L?U of these animals, captured with 
four men and one wagon, it would seem probable that the number run- 
ning at large unlicensed must by far exceed that upon which taxes have 
been paid. There is one defect in this law which demands a remedy, 
and I would respectfully recommend that the attention of Congress at 
its next session be called to the same. Why is the dog law not enforced ? 
is a question asked me daily. Persons who have paid the tax complain 
that their neighbors keep dogs unlicensed, and ask why it is allowed. 
The defect in the law is that it is frequently impossible to collect the fine 
imposed, and there is no other penalty attached to the keeping of an un- 
licensed dog excepting possible capture by the poundmen. 

The poundmaster is not authorized to enter upon inclosed private prop- 
erty for the purpose of taking unlicensed dogs, and a person who keeps 
his dog chained in yard or stable can continue to avoid the payment of 
any penalty SO long as the animal does not find his way upon the public 
street. These constantly-confined dogs are the ones who bark and howl 
at night, and it is of them most frequent complaints are made. The law 
should be so amended as to make it the duty of the Metropolitan police 
officers to report premises on which dogs are kept, and when taxes are 
not paid on said dogs within a specified time to go upon such premises 
in company with the poundmaster and impound the animal the same 
as if found running at large. 

From reports ami correspondence with some of our large cities I am 
satisfied that better results are accomplished by our system of impound- 
ing dogs than any other in vogue in this country. In Brooklyn, N. Y., 
with ten men employed, the Dumber of dogs captured from July 1 to 
September 15, 1878, was between 1,200 and 1,300; while in this city, with 
four men and one wagon, there were over 2,000 taken during the same 
period. There they had some 4,200 licensed, the amount received from 
licenses, redemption, &c, footing up $4,800j their expenses from July 1 
to September 15, 1878, were $2,300. Our expenses, including everything, 
for the same period did not reach quite $575, or about one-fourth of that 
of the city above named. 

The mode of killing unredeemed dogs is by pistol shot, and is as 
humane and prompt an execution as can be given. The animals are 
removed from the pen singly, the muzzle of a 32 -caliber pistol is placed 
against the forehead and a bullet sent directly through the brain, caus- 
ing instantaneous death. Of the 2,297 dogs killed during the year, not 
one has uttered a cry or scarce made a struggle after the discharge of 
the pistol. 

GOATS. 

In accordance with a recommendation contained in my Inst annual re- 
port, the fee required for redemption of a goat impounded was increased 
from $1 to $2, and in consequence thereof the number impounded has 
decreased considerably and a larger percentage have been killed. 
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These pestiferous animals should he, if possible, banished entirely 
from the city; they cause more trouble in their capture and do greater 
damage to property than any other quadruped. There are hundreds oi 
them in the two cities, and although guarded more zealously by their 
owners than any other animal, yet they are constantly committing depre- 
dations upon the parks, trees, and shrubbery. They will positively hesi- 
tate at nothing which they can masticate, and lunch as complacently on 
brown paper and cigar stumps from the gutters as on the tender shoots 
of some young plant, or the bark of an unprotected tree. 

For goats we are ever on the alert, and none found running at large 
are allowed to escape. We have, dining the year, taken 143, and (lin- 
ing the past six years !>."»!> have been captured. 

OTHER ANIMALS. 

The number of horses and cows captured dining the year shows an 
increase over that of the previous year, which may be accounted tor by 
the fact that a late fall, mild winter, and early spring tempted owners to 
allow their stock to graze upon the commons to a greater extent than 
usual. Complaints coming to me din ing the year of damage being done 
by large animals at night on the outskirts of our cities, I have found it 
necessary to make midnight raids in certain localities frequently, and I 
may safely say that a majority of the horses captured din ing the year 
were taken at such times. These animals belonging to the poorer classes 
as a rule, and being used during the day in carts and other vehicles, were 
turned out to browse late at night, the owners hoping to be able to again 
confine them before daylight. This practice has,] think, been pretty 
effectually suppressed by the raids referred to. 

I would here mention the practice of drovers and others driving cat 
tie to and from drove-yards, railroad depots, markets, and slaughter- 
houses through any and all streets and public squares, endangering the 
lives ot pedestrians and destroying the parking, 1 would therefore 
recommend that the driving of cattle be restricted to such streets as 
the bonoraole Commissioners may deem most proper for such purpose. 

NECESSITIES OF THE SERVICE. 

To render the pound service still more efficient, it is necessarv that 
certain changes and improvements be made. These I will in a brief 
manner call to your attention. 1 1 

The necessity for the extension of the field of our operations to cover 

*e more densely populated suburbs of our cities is presented . ore 

strongly every day. Complaints are constantly mad e bv sid 

on Seventh and Eighth streets north of Boundary an t he vX^s of 

Wot -\ <,vi,ll,,.Mi,, i , , , ' <■""""" of thuDta- 
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and Georgetown was presented at thelast session of Congress, but went 
over. I tli ink if the passage of this bill could be secured the desired re- 
sult would be attained. In the event of tin 1 extension of the pound laws 
to include the more densely populated suburbs mentioned above, it will 
be necessary to increase the pound force by the addition of three labor- 
ers and another horse and wagon. 

I have previously called to your attention, and hope yon will urge upon 
the honorable Commissioners of the District, the 1 , necessity of changing 
the location of the pound and fitting up of accommodations required for 
such an institution. 

The pound as at present situated is totally unsnited for the purposes 
required. It is remote from any leading thoroughfare, beyond reach of 
water-supply or means of proper drainage, and by noway easy of access to 
the many persons who are compelled to call daily for animals impounded. 
It should be placed at the most central point possible where it can be 
kept free from offense, and where the advantages of water-supply and 
sewerage may be obtained. The present inclosure is about 40 by 40 feet, 
and has always been too small. At least one halt' as much additional 
gpaoe is required. The yard should be properly pared with stone or 
concrete, and one entire side covered into a shed for the protection of 
animals, wagons, &e., during bad weather. A good, substantial stable 
for the accommodation of two or more horses, and an inclosure for stor- 
age of food for same. Two pens for confining the dogs impounded daily, 
to be supplied with water, and an office-room for use of poundmaster 
and watchman. As to material, place, and estimates for this work the 
inspector of buildings District of Columbia would, of course, be the one 
best qualified to judge and recommend. If a location could be decided 
upon where it would be free from complaint and become permanent, I 
would advise the construction of a ^hh\ substantial brick building and 
inclosure. A pound will always be one of the necessities of the District, 
and as a permanent fixture it should be made substantial and not call 
for constant repair, as does the present tumble-down institution which 

bears that name. . 

The purchase of a new Wagon for use in conveying small animals to 
the pound cannot he much Longer delayed. The one used at present for 
that purpose has been in constant service for seven years, and is worn 
out ami well-nigh worthless. A wagon designed expressly for this work 

Should be built at once. 

I would call to your attention the matter in regard to the animals 
taken up estrav by Metropolitan police officers. It would seem perfectly 
natural that all animals taken up by them should be turned over to the 
poundmaster, but it is a rule with them when a horse is found astray 
considered to be worth 840 or upward it is turned over to the property- 
clerk and placed in a livery-stable to await the appearance of the owner, 
who must pay charges ami take the animal away. All should, I think, 
b:» turned over to the poundmaster, as the pound is the proper place tor 
animals when found running at large, regardless of value. 

The moral effect of having a Metropolitan police officer accompany 
the poundmaster has been great Disturbances of the peace have been 
prevented, the annoyance of hoys following the wagon and alaraung 
animals stopped, interferences of all kinds avoided, the general working 
of the service much advanced, and the number ot captures increased. 

r^r the small force employed, I am convinced that our pound system 
is the most effective of any in this country, certainly far superior to 
that of any of the large Eastern cities with which I have become ac- 
quainted. We are constantly on the alert, working Olght and day, and 
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few animals Fanning at large within the boundaries of our two cities 
escape us. Owners are becoming more and more careful and instances 
of damage to public and private property less frequent. 

Trusting these suggestions and recommendations may meet with your 
favorable consideration, and the exhibit of my work for the year will 
prove satisfactory, and that I may continue to merit your confidence, 
1 remain, your obedient servant, 

SAM'L EINSTEIN, 
Poundmasterj District of Columbia, 

Smith Townshend, M. 1)., 

Health Officer, District of Columbia. 



VITAL STATISTICS, 



For the purpose of exhibiting as much information as possible regard 
ing vital statistics, the following twelve tables and map have been pre- 
pared. They show the mortality, according to sex, color, age, locality, 
&c, with various percentages, lor the nine months ending June 30, 1878. 

The various percentages are taken from the total deaths for the nine 
months, and no attempt to estimate an annual death-rate has been made. 

From Table I, we learn that the total mortality for the nine months is 
3,023, distributed as follows: White males, 831, or 27.489 per cent., of the 
whole number of deaths; white females, 711. or 24.512 per cent.; colored 
males, 723, or 23.917 per cent., and colored females, 728, or 24.082 per 
cent. 

We find here that the whites furnished 52.001 per cent, of the total 
deaths and the colored 47.999 per cent. The death-rate per 1,000 of the 
population for the two races being whites L3.67, and colored 32.24 per 
cent. 

When we compare the death-rate of the two races, the colored being 
a little above one-fourth of the entire population, the great disparity 
between the white and colored is noticeable. 

This table shows no case of either small pox or Asiatic cholera sun- 
stroke or yellow fever, but four deaths from intemperance, live suicides 
and six homicides. 



Of the principal diseases shown, phthisis pulmonalis, or consumption 
amis at the head. From this disease we have 550 deaths, being IS pi 
ar cent or nearly one-fifth of the total mortality; the white mams far- 
■ng 121 or 4 per cent; the white females 140, or 4.93 per cent.; the 
-Hi males 127, or 4.2 per cent., and the colored females L53 or 506 
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Tables 2 and 3 show the number of deaths from phthisis pulmonalis, 
divided as to color and sex and different periods of life, with percent- 
ages. 

It will be perceived that the females furnished the greater number of 
deaths in both races. The colored', being a little over one-quarter of the 
total population, furnishes more deaths than the whites; and the death 
rate from this disease per one t housand of their population is nearly three 
times that of the whites. Still, when we compare the percentages of 
each to the total mortality we And the colored males are some 3 per 
cent, above the white, while among the females the difference is less 
than 1 per cent. 

The deaths from this disease under five years is 9.273 per cent, of the 
total, 2 per eent. being furnished by the whites, the remainder by the 
colored. 

Between the ages of five and ten the whites supply the most deaths, 
a little over 5 per eent. of the total occurring during this period. 

Between ten and twenty we have 11.818 per cent, of the total deaths, 
the colored furnishing over 8, the colored female furnishing 0 per cent, 
alone. 

Between twenty and thirty we have the greatest number of deaths, 
the percentage to' the total being 25.818. This period presents another 
remarkable comparison that is sustained between the sexes of each 
race; the white female being thirty-three more than the white male, 
her percentage being 0 above his; the colored female being 9 more than 
the colored male, with a percentage of 1.636 in excess of his. 

Between thirty and forty we have 19.091 per cent, of the total deaths, 
the whites furnishing nearly two-thirds. 

The disease furnishing the next highest number of deaths is pneu- 
monia. From this cause we have 311) deaths, or a percentage of 10.55 of 
the total mortality ; the white male furnishing sixty-three cases or 2.08 
per cent., the white female forty-nine cases or 1.02 per cent., the colored 
male one hundred and eleven cases or 3.07 per cent., and the colored 
female ninety-six cases or 3.18 per cent. 

It will thus be seen that pneumonia is a peculiarly fatal disease for 
the colored people, as they furnish nearly two-thirds of all the cases. 
A still more remarkable fact is shown when we compare the relative 
mortality from this disease under live years of age. There is a total of 
is? deaths or 58.62 per cent., under live years of age, distributed by 
race and sex as follows : The white male 23 or 7.21 per cent,, the white 
female 12 or 3.70 per cent., the colored male 78 or 24.45 per cent., and 
the colored female 74 or 23.2 per cent. That is, the colored race furnishes 
a death rate of this disease, among the children under live years of age, 
more than four times that of the white. 

Of the deaths of children under live years of age we have a total ot 
1,338, or 44.20 per cent, of the total mortality. This number is furnished 
in the following proportion by color and sex: male whites 301, or a per- 
centage of 22.5 to the total mortality j of the children under live years 
of age, the white female 243 or 28.10 per cent., the colored male 423 or 
31.01 percent., and the colored female 371 or 27.73 per cent. ; and the 
ratios to the total mortality are as follows: white males 9.90, white females 
8.04, colored male 13.99, and colored females 12.27 ; the deaths per 1,000 
of the population of each race being for the whites 4.734, and the col- 
ored 17.044, showing a greater difference between the ratios ot the two 
races than was obtained from the total deaths as previously noted. 
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Table No. 2.— Showing total deaths from phthisis pulmonale, with percentages, for nine 

months ending June 30, 1«78. 





AVhite. 


Colored. 


1 VUUa 


Male. 


Female. 


Male. 


IVinale. 




121 
2L\ 
4. 

14. 98 


149 
27. o!t 
4. 98 
20. 1 1 


127 

2.'!. 09 
4.2 
17.57 


158 
27. 82 
5. 00 
21.02 


550 
100. 
18. 19 


Percentage to total mortality of each sex and color 


2. 35 


c. n 









Table No. 3.— Showing deaths from phthisis pulm&nalis bgcolor, sr.r, and ages with inr- 

centages, for the nine months ending June 'AO, 1878. 



Total deaths 

Percentage to total mortality from this 
disease 



Under 5 years of age. 




From 5 to 10 


years. 




White. 


Colored. 




White. 


Colored. 




M. 


F. 


It 


F. 


jj 
*- 


If. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


• 

H 

mm 

H 


3 

. 540 


8 

1. 4.", 


20 
3. 630 


20 

3. 886 


51 

9. 273 


11 

2. 


1 

. 182 


8 

1.455 


9 

1. 036 


29 
5. 273 



Total deaths. 

Percentage to totaYmortaUty from this 

disease... 



From lo to 20 years. 



White. 



Prom 20 to 30 years. 



Colored. 



M. 



10 
1.818 



F. 

10 
1. 818 



M. 



12 
2. L82 



F. 



0 
H 



33 
6. 



or. 



White. 



M. 



21 



11.818 3.818 



Total deaths 

Pe d^ eto ^»^^thi. 



F. 



54 
9.818 



('((lured. 



M. 



29 



38 



From 30 to 40 years. 



White. 



M. 



32 
5.818 



F. 



33 
6. 



Colored 



M. 

18 
!. 273 



Total deaths... 

p S^ toto «^ty-fWthi; 



F. 



22 
4. 



C5 



105 
19. 091 



5.273 0.909 
From 40 to 50 years 



3 

H 



142 
25. 818 



White. 



M. 



23 
4.182 



F. 

18 
3. 273 



Colored. 



If. 



F. 



15 

2.909 2.727 



o 
H 



72 
13. 091 



From 50 to GO years. 



White. 



M. 



12 
2. 182 



F. 



Colored. 



13 
2. 364 



M. 

14 

2. 545 



F. 



o 
H 



From GO to 70 years. 
White. Colored. 
M. 



M. 



9 

1.636 



48 



8.727 1.273 



10 



(i 



1.818 1. 091 



F. 



H 



3 26 
. 545 4. 727 
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Total deaths from phthisis pulmonalis, fc. — Continued. 





From 70 to 80 years. 


Fran 80 to 90 years. 


White. 


Colored. 


Total. 


White. 


Colored. 


Total. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


Total deaths 


1 

.182 


2 

.364 


3 

. 545 


4 

.727 


10 
L 818 


1 

.182 




1 

.182 




2 

.364 


Percentage to total mortality from this 













For the purpose of condensing and presenting as graphically as pos- 
sible, tables 4 and 5 have been prepared. They show the total deaths 
under five years of age divided according to color and sex, and the 
fourteen most important diseases. In the table headed, "From all other 
diseases," arc included the number of deaths from consumption and 
pneumonia, the prematurely born, and those who died from want of 
proper development, &c. 

Table 5 shows the number of deaths from each disease occurring in 
children under live years, with percentage to the total mortality under 
five years of age, and also the same percentage according to race and 
sex. By these figures we find that diphtheria and scarlet fever each 
furnished less than 5 per cent, of the total deaths among the children, 
and were much more fatal with the white than the colored. From diar- 
rheal diseases and cholera infantum we have more than 12 per cent, of 
these deaths, the different races and sexes being more nearly balanced 
than in some others. The "Diseases of the brain and its membranes" 
furnished over <> per cent, of the deaths, the whites being in a majority. 
Of the other diseases affecting the nervous system, viz, convulsions and 
trismus, we have a plentiful supply, the same being 15.77 per cent, of 
the total. In these two the colored are in a decided majority, they fur- 
nishing 11.59 and the whites 4.18 per cent. 



TABLE No. 4.— Showing total number of deaths of children of fire years of age and under, 
by eolor and sex, with percentages, for nine months ending June 30, 1878. 





White. 


Colored. 


Total. 


Male. 


Female. 


Male. 


Female. 




301 
22.5 
9.96 


243 
28.16 
8. 04 


423 
31. 61 
13.99 


371 
27. 73 
12. 27 


1,338 
100. 
44. 26 




4. 73 

• 


17. 64 
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Table 0 shows the number of decedents according to color and sex 
and the average age at the time of death; first, of all of each class; 
second, those above the age of five; third, those above twenty; fourth, 
of those above forty; imd, finally, the number of married and single 
persons, and widows and widowers above the age of twenty years, with 
their several average ages; thus showing the effect, to a certain extent, 
of married life upon longevity. 

There are some interesting facts shown by these figures. For in- 
stance, the low average of age attained by the colored race as compared 
with the white; the colored male attaining- but the average age of 15.432 
years, while the white male attains that of 27.388. The difference of 
the average age of the white and colored female is not quite so great, 
being about 9 J years. Comparing the white male and female, Ave find 
the advantage in favor of the female a little over two years, while the 
colored females have the advantage over the colored males of 3.0 years. 
After arriving at the age of five years, we find that this difference of 
average ages between the different races is, to some extent, obliterated. 
The white female still has the advantage of the white male, but by little 
less t han one year. The colored male at this time has not only overcome 
bis disadvantage as compared with the colored female, but has gained 
6| years. For twenty years and above, there is little change from the 
ratio at five except between the colored male and female, the latter 
having gained nearly all she had lost at the last calculation. At the age 
of forty and over, however, we find the tables turned in favor of the 
colored race. The colored male has over 2h years more allotted him than 
the white, and the colored female has the advantge of 1J years as com- 
pared with the white female. 

It is interesting to note the comparative number of each race and sex 
that attains the age of forty and upwards. Out of a total mortality of 
831 white- males, 301 arrive at this age, that is, a percentage of 30.22. 
And of the total mortality of 723 of colored males, only loo, or 21.44 per 
cent., arrive at this age. In other words, out of 1,000 births of white 
males, at the end of 40 years we shall find 362 alive; and out of 1,000 
births of colored males at the same time we shall find but 214 and a 
fraction alive, a difference of 148 in favor of the white males. 

Applying the same test to the females of the two races, we find that 
out of a total mortality of 741 white females there will be 201, or 35.22 
per cent., alive at the end of forty years, or 352 in 1,000 births. Out of 
a total of 728 deaths of the colored females, but 144, or 19.78 per cent, 
are alive, or nearly 108 out of 1,000 births, being 154 in favor of the 
^vhite female. So that, alt hough their lives may prove of greater length 
after arriving at the age of forty, still the white child born at the same 
time with the colored has nearly two chances to the other's one to attain 
this age. Another thing to be taken into consideration is that very 
many of these old colored people are either uncertain as to their ages or 
are prone to exaggeration in respect thereto, and undoubtedly an ele- 
ment of error may have crept into these figures from this cause. 

Another point of interest is contained in the figures relative to social 
relations. Among the whites, we find the number of widowers to be 57 
and the number of widows 144, a difference of 87, showing pretty con- 
clusively that " more widowers than widows marry." In married life we 
find that 247 married men die to 185 married women, a difference of G2, 
showing, perhaps, that married life is more salutary for the female than 
the male. 

Of white males, single, 128 over the age of twenty years died against 
only 75 single females, a difference of 53, also showing, perhaps, that single 
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i i.««ir 4v» fiu> femalfl than to the male. We find a single 
life is more ^^^Jf^ff^ widowers over the widows in 

STS^^^^« The average age of the married 
the average ages 01 i* oyer 9 g showing very 

eondS AJS^lK more salutary for the male than female. 

The same remarks are also applicable to the colored race, except that 
the^ddoW longevity exceeds that of the widowers by one and neariy 
nineVenrhs years, and that the married colored male exceeds in duration 
of life bv over 8£ years the married colored female. 

The average age of the married as compared with the single shows a 
decided advantage in favor of the married. In the white race the mar- 
ried male exceeds the unmarried over 14 years ; the advantage in favor 
of the white female being less than one year. . 

Among the colored Ave And the life of the married male exceeds that 
Of the unmarried by over 17J years, and the life of the married temale 
that of the unmarried by 12 years. 

Lest an erroneous opinion maybe drawn from table 6 and the com- 
ments thereon, it is well to state that these calculations arc made only 
from the ages of those who have died during the nine months covered by 
these figures. There is a marked difference between the average age of 
the dving and the living, the latter being nearly double the former. The 
only way of arriving at the correct average age of any class of people 
would be to get the age of the whole number at any single day, and 
even this would not be the correct average dying age. I f we could take 
one thousand persons born on the same day, and keep a complete register 
of all their ages at the time of their deaths, we could from this ascertain 
the average of their ages, but this would not be the average age of two 
thousand born on the same day, nor of one thousand and one. It will, 
therefore, be seen that these figures and remarks are only applicable to 
these decedents, and have no reference whatever to the living popula- 
tion. 

Table No. C>. — Showing total number of deaths, h\j color and $ex, with overage a§e*\ to- 
gether with the number of widows and widowers, married and single, above the age of twenty 
years, with their average aye* and percentages to total mortality at (liferent period* of life, 
for the nine months endiny June 30, 1878. 
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Table No. 6. — Showing total number of deaths, $c— Continued. 
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Table 7 shows the ten principal diseases and the number of deaths 
from each, for each year since August 1, 1874, giving total deaths, ac- 
cording to color and sex, with percentages. 

Phthisis stands at the head and pneumonia is its immediate follower, 
through the four divisions of the table. The relations of these two dis- 
eases to each other, and the comparative ratios of the white and colored 
as to number of deaths and to each other, are surprisingly kept up 
throughout, and the proportion of deaths per one thousand of the popu- 
lation, by color, varies but slightly. Cholera infantum, diarrheal dis- 
eases, and convulsions change places, and finally cholera infantum, with 
tabes mesenterica, disappears entirely from the last division. 

Scarlet fever first appears in the third year as No. 8; in the fourth 
year it appears as No. o\ 

Diphtheria first appears in the fourth year as No. 5, showing something 
unusual in its history in this District for the last year. 

Typhoid fever stands No. 9 in the first two years, disappears from the 
third, and again reappears in its former position in the fourth. 

TABLE No. 7. — Show in rf the ten principal causes of death in the District of Columbia, regis- 
tered for the years ending September 30, 1^75, 1876, 1877, and for nine months ending June 
30, 1878, together with classification of color and sex, with percentages. 

TEAK SNDIVG SEPTEMBER 30, 1875. 



Diseases. 



l^rom all causes 

1. Phthisis pulmonalis. 

2. Pneumonia 

3. Cholera infantum 

4. Convulsions 

5. Tabes mesenterica and 

marasmus 

6. Senile debility 

7. Diarrheal diseases, dys- 

entery, entero colitis 

8. Whooping cough 

9. Typhoid fever 

10. Inanition 
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XabLB No. 7.— Showing the ten principal causes of death, #c. — Continued. 
TEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 1876. 



Diseases. 
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YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 1.-77. 



From all causes. . . . 

1. Phthisis pulmonalis. . . 

2. Pneumonia 

3. Convulsions 

4. Cholera infantum 

5. Diarrheal diseases, dys- 

entery, entero Colitis 

6. Tabes mesenterica and 

marasmus 

7. Senile debility 

8. Scarlet lever" 

9. Valvular disease of the 

heart 

10. Trismus nascent lum 
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From all causes 

1. Phthisis puknonalis. . . 

2. Pneumonia 

3. Convulsions 

4. Diarrheal diseases, dys- 

entery, entero colitis 

5. Diphtheria 

6. Scarlet fever [[ 

7. Senile debility . . . . 

8. Trismus nascentium 

9. Typhoid fever ."" 

10. Premature birth ... 



FOR NINE MONTHS ENDING JUNE 30, 1878. 
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TABLE No. 9. — Showing number of deaths occurring in hospitals and similar institutions in 
the District of Columbia for the nine months ending June 30, 1878. 
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Table 10 shows the duration of a few of our most important diseases, 
terminating fatally, with the percentages of deaths within specified pe- 
riods from each disease. 

Of scarlet fever we find that nearly one-fourth of all the deaths occur 
on or before the third day. The two next most fatal periods wil I be found 
to be the fourth and seventh days, while a large number live beyond 
fourteen days. 

In diphtheria, the most fatal day is the seventh, nearly 15 per cent, 
dying on this day, the fifth and sixth ranging next in fatality. 

In pneumonia the most fatal period is the seventh day, more than one 
in six of all the deaths occurring at this time. Nearly one-third of the 
deaths from this disease occur from the eleventh to the fourteenth day 
inclusive. / 

In typhoid fever a large number die on or before the tenth day. The 
fourteenth day proves fatal to over one-fifth, and the twenty-first to a 
little over one-fourth of the total number. 

In phthisis over one-half die before passing the sixth month of the 
disease. The next most fatal period is between the ninth and twelfth 
months. Comparatively few, 7.01 per cent., live beyond the second year. 
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of each in the several divisions of the District, together with the per- 
centages of deaths from each disease, and also the whole number of 
deaths and percentages to the deaths occurring in each of the di visions. 

Attention is called to the tact of the percentages of the different 
diseases being so near alike, there being but few wide variations. Scar- 
let fever and diphtheria, however,present some peculiarities in this respect. 
Divisions 1, Georgetown, and 2, Washington and the county, are above 
the general average of deaths from scarlet fever, while divisions .> and «S 
of Washington and east of the Eastern Branch are below— east of the 
Eastern Branch not a case having occurred. Of diphtheria, we find it 
light in division 2 of Georgetown, 6 of Washington, and east of the East- 
ern Branch. It will also be noted that there is no relation between the 
prevalency of these two diseases, and this, so far as it goes, is an evi- 
dence that the infecting poisons of the two are different. 

Of phthisis pulmonalis, pneumonia, and cholera infantum, we find a 
large proportion in divisions 2, 3, and 5 of Washington. Whether there 
maybe some local cause or causes for this, or that it is merely accidental, 
is a question. 

Table No. 8. — Showing location of deaths in the District of Columbia for nine months ending 
June :i0, 1878, not occurring in hos}>itals or similar institutions, u ith percentages. 



Diseases. 



Phthisis pulmonalis 

Pneumonia 

Cholera infantum. . . 

Scarlet fever 

Diphtheria 

Typhoid fever 

Mala] La] fevers 

Diarrhoea] diseases . 
All others 



Total. 



Disrates. 



Phthisis pulmonalis 

Pneumonia 

Cholera infantum . . 

Scarlet fever 

Diphtheria 

Typhoid fever 

Malarial fevers 

DiarrhoBR] diseases . 
All others 



Georgetown. 



Washington. 



First 
division. 



cs 
5 

P 



17 
8 
4 

14 
4 



- 

a 

u 
u 

- 



3. 63 
2. 65 
5. 88 
13. 7:5 
a 31 



Second 
division. 



First 
division. 



if. 
cs 



P 



o5 
9 
m 
1 

P 

E 
S 
■- 

S 



55 



1. 74 

3. 79 



11 
9 
1 
8 
2 
] 

"4 

66 



2. 35 
2. 99 
1.47 
7. 84 

1. <;:> 

1. 75 

"3." 48 
4. 55 



10 

21 
(i 
61 
4 
8 
4 
6 

88 



4. 0f> 

<;. 97 

8. 83 

5. 8t) 
3. 31 
5. 26 

10. 26 
5. 22 

(5. ot; 



104 3.82, lu2 3. 



.157 



Second 
division. 



£ 
if. 



cs 

& 



64' 
46 

9; 
Ifi 
10 

7! 

8' 
17 
201 



13. 68 
15.2* 
13.24 
15. 6* 

8. 27 
12. 2i 
20. 51 

14. 7.- 
13. 84 



Third 
division. 



£ 
P 



73 
52 
12: 
9 
2"' 

H 

41 
16; 
258 



rr. 



15. 6 
17. 2 
17 
8 

18 
15 



_ 1 

64 
82 
ix 
8 

lo. 26 
13. 91 
17.77 



378 13. 8H 455 10.71 



Washington. 



Fifth 
division. 



Sixth 
division. 



Seventh 
division. 



Total. 



T. 
— 
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43 
lti 
2 

M 

I 

10 

I 

10 
196 
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5 
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w 

P 



3(J3 



14. 52 
14. 28 
23. 52 
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5. S 
1 7. 54 
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13. 91 
13.5 



71 

$ 

it 
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cs 



£ 
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17 
5 
i 
1 
5 
4 

12 
84 



13.33 161 



5. 5(5 
5. 65 
7. 35 
& 86 
.83 
8.77 
10.26 
10. 43 



55 11.75 

29 9. 64 

5 7. 35 
7 (3. 86 

18 14.81 

6 10.53 
2 5. 13 

13 11.3 



Eighth 
division. 



In the 
county. 



East of 

Eastern 
Branch. 



5.79 111 7.(54 



& 
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4(5 


0. 83 
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4.41 
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1(5. 5 
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5 12.82 

7 (5. 09 

>9 6. 82 



5.91 240 9.03 214 
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5.8 

5. 26 
2. 56 

7. 83 
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8 
192 



12. 18 

»>. 65 
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12. 28 
15.38 

ti. 9t; 
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2, 723100 
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Table No. ll.-Shouhuj Ike «*er«i optione e/ Ike ieceAmt, f<* Ike „i„e mmtU <m#*t 

J«m« 30, 18/ o. 



Occupations. 



White. 



o 
— 



1 



1 

2 
5 
11 
1 
1 
1 



1 

1 
1 

5 
2 



Artists 

Apothecaries 

Agents, &c 

Attorneys, «fcc 

Auctioneers 

Architects 

Astronomers 

Authors 

Brickmakers 

Bricklayers 

Brewers 

Brass-tinishers 

Butchers 

Bookbinders 

Barbers 

Billiard-saloon keepers 

Bakers » 

Barkeepers 

Bartenders 

Blacksmiths 

Clerks 

Carpenters 

Caterers, &c 

Cooks 

Car drivers 

Coachmen and hackmen 

Contractors 

Calkers 

Comptroller Treasury 

Cabinet-makers 

Coal-dealers 

Coopers 

Carriage-makers 

Conductors (street-car) 

Dairymen 

Drummers, United States Marines 

Dressmakers and seamstresses 

Drivers and teamsters 

Draughtsmen 

Dentists 

Editors 

Examiners, Patent-Office ...............[.[ 

Engineers , 

Farmers 7 



4 

O 

! 

\\ 

55 
14 
4 



3 
1 
1 

w 
l 



l 
l 

2 
1 



3 
1 

o 

1 

3 



Fishermen. 

Folders, Government Printim 



Office 



Furniture -dealers , 

Firemen „ 



Gardeners 

Grocers 

(i miners 

Hucksters 

Housekeepers 

House servants and \\ 
Hostlers 

Hotel-keepers 

Hatters 

Hydrographers 

Jewelers 

Journalists 

Laborers 

Liverymen 

Millers 

Machinists 

Messengers 

Mechanics 

Merchants 

Midwives 

Masons 

Market-masters 

Moiders. 

Musicians 

Manufacturers 

Nurses 

Newsdealers 



3 
5 
1 
3 



Colored. 



1 
1 



3 
1 
1 



2 
(i 





7 


1(5 


4 




2 


1 


- 


..... 








3 






1 






45 




14G 


1 






2 






4 




..... 


I 






1 






22 




""2 
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- - - - - . 







1 






1 










" i 


l" 


...... 
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"i 
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it; 



12 
97 
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Table No. 11.— Showing the several occupations of the decedents, jrc — Continued. 



White. 



Colored. 



Occupations. 



a 

I 

Pa 



I 



Newsboys 

( Officers, United States Army 
Painters 



Physicians . . 
Pumpmakers 

Porters 

Plumbers . . - 
Printers 



Plate-printers 

Professor law college 

Preachers and priests 

Plasterers 

Policemen 

Paper-hangers 

Peruvian minister 

President gas company 

Proof-readers 

Register United States Treasury 
Rag-picker 



Restaurant keeper. 

Soldiers 

Sailors 

Shoemakers 



retary Smithsonian institution 

Superintendent street railway 

Superintendent Little Sisters of the Poor ... 
Superintendent American Express Company 



School teach 

Storekeepe 



Stonecutters 

Skin dresser and glover 
Se gar-makers 



Sextons 

Tailors 

Tinners 

Treasurer Columbia Bank-Note Company 

Upholsterers 

Washers and ironers 

White washers 

Water-registrar 

Watchmen 

Watermen 

Well-digger 



l 

G 
10 
6 
1 



10 
2 
1 
4 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



2 
41 

8 
6 
1 
1 



7 
1 
1 
1 
4 
1 
1 
5 



1 
1 
1 



1 

3 



2 
2 



3 
1 



1 

2 
2 



There are many interesting* items to be found among the certificates 
of death that are in no way shown by any of the tables. For instance, 
we find with pneumonia, brain complications in 18 cases; followed by 
phthisis, 20 ; by abscess of the lungs, 1 ; preceded by whooping-cough, 
22; by measles, 15; by phthisis, 8; diphtheria, 1 ; complicated with pleu- 
risy, 26; with typhoid fever, 8 ; hypostatic pneumonia, 1; double pneu- 
monia, 14. Phthisis is complicated with hemorrhage in 45 cases ; preceded 
by scrofula in 9 cases. Typhoid fever is complicated with perforation 
and hemorrhage of the bowels in 1 case, and 1 death from relapse is 
noted. Rheumatism complicated with heart trouble is found in 18 cases ; 
valvular disease of the heart complicated with anasarca, 10; dropsy, 20; 
hydrothorax, 1. 

Among children the complication most ordinarily met with is some 
brain trouble. In scarlet fever it is reported in 20 cases ; in measles, 10; 
in diphtheria, 2 ; in cholera infantum, 17 ; in diarrhoea, 23 ; in whooping- 
cough, 19 ; in dentition, 5G ; in malarial fever, 4 ; and in indigestion and 
overfeeding in G cases. , 

With scarlet fever we find the following complications and sequelae 
in addition to those already noted above : It is followed by diphtheria m 
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L3 cases; urema, 5; anasarca, 10 j albuminuria, 5 ; septicaemia and pyae- 
mia, 4 ; congestion of the kidneys, 3j nephritis, 7 ; pneumonia, 3; dropsy, 
tabes, mesenterica, marasmus, and peritonitis, 1 each. 

Diphtheria is reported with fewer complications and sequelae than any 
other of the diseases of children, as the following will indicate: It was 
found with pneumonia, paralysis, thrombosis, and croup, 1 each; whoop- 
ing-cough and hemorrhage, i> each; and with pyaemia in 5 eases. 

In measles we find complications and sequelae with pneumonia in 15 
eases; with congestion of the lungs and diarrhoea, 4 each ; with anasarca, 
with dropsy and enteritis, 2 each; and with heart-clot, typhoid lever, 
cholera infantum, and croup, 1 each. 

Whooping-cough is complicated with pneumonia in 22 cases; with 
bronchitis and croup, L> each. 

Eight cases of cholera infantum and diarrhoea are given as having 
been produced by swill-milk. 

Table li> shows the Dumber of marriages, births, still-births, twins and 
triplets, and illegitimate births reported during the nine months. The 
information it conveys is but meager, and very unsatisfactory, but the 
time allowed for the completion of this report would not permit further 
illustration, 

T.vm.K No. 12.— Showing maniages, births, sUU-Urthe, Illegitimate, twine, and triplet* 

reported for the nine months ending June 30, 1878. 



Marriages. 



Births 



Stilhbirttw. 



□legitimate births 



White. 



Colored. 



Twins .. 
Triplets 



01 
Of 



During the nine months ending June <ui i«7q mW 
' totJi, have been supplied in 4 ;s . t ' c ?, ffl 
the total numbed HE , ' f« » 8howi ?g <*■ 



273 


154 


427 


Male. 


Female. 


M:il<\ 


Female 




885 


800 


589 


012 




1,(385 


1,201 


2, 880 


M 


54 


N 


90 




110 


189 


299 


25 


19 


7G 


94 






44 


170 


214 




9 


12 


21 




1 


1 



Total 



ffins, or burial sites. 

-mber dying during ViiTriZ TZSSH 8 " !"' ally on e-sixth 
expense. More than thri« Xurth .of ml ™ "S 8 Were buried at P»Wic 
Very respectful^ ^Tb^nSrCt^ 



The Hon. Commissioners 



SMITH TOWNSHEND, M D 
JBeaM Officer, District of Columbia. 



of the i) ISTKICT OF Columbia. 
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Appendix LI. 

District of Columbia, 
Office of Health Officer, 

Washington, D. 0., October 31, 1878. 
GENTLEMEN: In accordance with request contained in yonr letter of 
the 18th instant, I have the honor to forward herewith estimate of ap- 
propriations required to defray the expense of conducting the sanitary 
service, and to scenic a full and correct record of vital statistics, &c, in 
the District of Columbia, for fiscal year ending June 30, 1880. 

Owing to changes made necessary in consequence of a misapprehen- 
sion as to date, &c, I am unable to forward detailed statements of opera- 
tions. &c, at this time. It shall be in your hands, however, on or before 
the loth proximo. 

Very respectfully, 

SMITH TOWXSHEND, M.D., 

Health Officer. 

The Hon. COMMISSIONERS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Estimate of appropriations required to defray the expense of conducting the 
sanitary service, to secure a full and correct record of vital statistics, and 
to prevent domestic animals from running at targe in the District of Co- 
lumbia, for fiscal year ending June 30, 1880. 



For salary of I [ealth Officer $3, 000 

For six sanitary inspectors. 7,200 

For two food inspectors, ;it $1,200 each 2,400 

For clerks and other assistants 7,500 

For one ponndmaster 1,000 

For laborers and poundmen 800 

For rent of building 480 

For printing, stationery, &c 000 

For postage, fuel, and lights 300 



23, 260 



M. — HE POUT OF THE TREASURER. 

Treasurer's Office, District of Columbia, 

October 24, 1878. 

Gentlemen: In obedience to your communication of the 18th in- 
stant, 1 have the honor to make the following exhibit of the transactions 
of this department from November 1, 1877, the date of my last report, 
to June 30, 1878 : 

RECEIPTS. 



From tax-collector, including water fund since December 17, 1877 £1, 488, 337 04 

water-registrar, to December 17, 1877 '. 1,791 01 

school fund, interest on $60,385 corporation stock, 2 quarters 1, 811 54 

building permits (936) 2,008 00 

Washington Market Company, on account of rent 3,750 00 

Western Market, rents 3, 74*2 42 

Northern Market, rents 4 > * 217 00 

Eastern Market, rents 1» 974 87 

Northeastern Market, rents 4fi 0() 

Georgetown Market, rents 1> 128 88 

assistant attorney, District of Columbia, A. A. Birney, tines col- 
lected 156 10 

assistant attorney District of Columbia, F. Miller, fines colected. 807 97 

J. O. Wilson, from sale of school lot in 1871 663 73 
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Fronflsundry street excavations by individuals gg 

commissioners of the sinking fund.. — '.~ . K \ 

Linthicnm Institute for fuel in Curtis school building 05 34 

Peabody library, for fuel in Curtisschool building ™ ™ 

license forfeited - - • - .: " 79 

refund of unexpended balances for transportation of paupers.... « w 

sale of old materials hvvVj ; 'I i" 

refund by Commissioners District of Columbia for photograph 

copy - 1 ,.- n nn 

produce-dealers' permits in lieu of licenses i>wg uu 

sundry rents . * J* ' 

police court for United States tines ~ - 4,^41 W 

police court for District of Columbia fines oiJo S 

bills receivable, Western Market notes, &c - 178 66 

1,525,1354 02 

From United States Government, appropriation fire department . $25, 000 
From United Slates Government, appropriation for the poor.. . 90,000 

45,000 00 

Total receipts 1,5? 0,554 02 

From which amount deduct the sums recieved from property-holders for 
repairing Pennsylvania avenue, it being a trust fund for the benefit of 

1 lie contractors on said avenue 15,0?? 49 

Amount available for District purposes 1,566,876 53 

There were 11,765 warrants countersigned between November 1. 1877, 
and June 30, 1878, and the daily receipts were duly deposited in the 

United States Treasury to the credit of the Commissioners of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Between the above dates, 1,900 licenses were issued from this office, 
amounting in value to $88,163.53, viz : 

Apothecaries #421 35 

Auctioneers 2,315 69 

Banks and bankers 322 25 

Bill posters 20 00 

Brewers . 320 00 

Balls, &c, and circuses 405 00 

Boo k agents ™ 133 36 

Claim agents 30 00 

Cattle brokers +oq ^ 

Commission merchants " 1 263 34 

Commercial agents 14*446 84 

Dealers in liquor, wholesale Id' 155 51 

Dealers in honor, retail T/.™. V."V.lVilV.Y. W,575 03 

J dealers m old barrels ' 

Billiard and other tables 1 30014 

Hotels " " " " o ' 1 QK OK 

InteUigences office *» ~ £ 

Ice companies V. % Jj> 

Insurance companies, &c „ ;. ' £a 

Junk dealers ?> g 

Livery stables g 

Manufact urers of gas ' ™ rr 

Miscellaneous Ii. 

Notions 8 73 

Pawnbrokers . * " ( '° 

Photographers ."."*" '..'.'.**.' 1,375 00 

Produce dealers 481 68 

Peddlers. 706 87 

Restaurants M3 00 

Street cars ...... 7. 4 > 237 52 

Hacks, cabs, dbc BO 

Theaters 173 06 

575 00 



88, 1G3 63 
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I respectfully suggest that the revenues of the District would be greatly 
increased if this office had the entire services of a man of integrity and 
industry us "inspector of licenses," whose business it should be to give 
his undivided attention toward the discovery of those persons who are 
now evading the license laws. He should be authorized and directed to 
demand from each and every person, amenable to the license laws, the 
production of his license, and bring to justice all who are selling without 
a license. 

This inspector might be attached to the police department, but he should 
be required to make daily reports in person to this office. 

Since my appointment in 1S7<>, there have been added to the duties 
and responsibilities of the office the supervision of the license laws and 
issuance of licenses, the building-permit account, as well as the new 
duties connected with the liquor licenses, which, I hope, may justify the 
restoration of the salary to what the law allowed before these additions, 
viz. $3,000 per annum. 

The estimated expenses of this ottice for the year ending June 30, 1878, 
are as follows : 



Salary of treasurer $2, 400 

Salary of clerk 1. 200 

Salary of assistant clerk and messenger 900 

Contingencies 400 



4, 90b 

Restoration of treasurer's salary 000 



Would be 5,500 



Respectfully, 

HOB. P. DODGE, 

Treasurer District of Columbia. 

The Hon. Commissioners of the District of Columbia. 



K — REPORT OF THE MAJOR OF POLICE. 

Department of Metropolitan Police, 
Office of Major and Superintendent, 

Washington, I). C, November 21, 1878> 

GENTLEMEN: I have the honor to forward herewith the seventeenth 
annual report of the operations of this department for the year ending 
September 30, 1«S7S. 

The efficiency and discipline of the force are good, and it is confi- 
dently believed will favorably compare with those of any similar organi- 
zation in the country. 

INCREASE OF THE FORCE. 

The number of patrolmen, as at present prescribed, is too small to 
properly patrol the large area and great value contained in the District 
of Columbia. Since the authorization by Congress in 1866 of the pres- 
ent force, the area requiring police surveillance, the population, and the 
value of property have more than doubled ; what was at that time sufii- 
cient is manifestly inadequate at the present. The beats as at present 
laid off — and with the limited number of men no better arrangement can 
be made — will average throughout the city, if the streets and alleys are 
passed over, ten miles in length. It is not at all surprising- that with 
this extended line to traverse the policeman is sometimes sought in 
vain. 
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While the force is numerically 200 strong, that is by no menus the 
number available for street duty. Large details are constantly required 
for public receptions of government officials, foreign representatives, &c. 
The courts wheo in session necessitate the daily attendance of an aver- 
age of 30 men as complainants, witnesses, and in charge of prisoners; 
permanent details comprise one lieutenant, two sergeants, and twenty 
privates, disposed as follows: At police court, 1 lieutenant, 2 privates: 
as drill-sergeant, 1 acting sergeant; on night duty at headquarters, ! 
private; at Baltimore and Ohio Eailroad station, 1 private; as clerk in 
detective office, 1 private; to health office, as inspectors, i? privates; as 
night inspector, 1 sergeant; at Executive Mansion, 1 sergeant, 3 pri- 
vates; at corner Seventh street and Pennsylvania avenue, northwest, 1 
private; at Smithsonian Park, 1 private; at city post-office, 1 private; 
Pennsylvania avenue and Fifteenth street, 1 private: Morrison building, 
I private; hack inspector, 1 private ; Baltimore and Potomac Railroad 
station, 1 private; steamboat wharf, 1 private; Sanitary Co., 1 private. 

When to these are added the absences from sickness and leaves of 
absence, the average residue for street duty will not exceed L25men; 
of necessity the streets are of ten uncovered, and at times a single man 
is doing duty throughout a whole precinct. An increase of the force to 
400 privates, with the corresponding officers, is respect fully but earnestly 
recommended. 

MOUNTED SERVICE. 

On the 1st of October the number of mounted men was increased to 
34, and the experiment tried of assigning some to each precinct for 
day service throughout the precinct, that is, Dot confining them to pre- 
scribed beats; it was thought that by mounting a few men and keeping 
them constantly moving the Dumber of day patrolmen might be decreased 
and the efficiency of the small force largely enhanced by correspondingly 
increasing the number for night duty. The scheme has been found <o 

Will' / . 1 , I A •.» 1 ><.,,...,..... .1 _ J.l_ . . , 1 _ _ 



superintendent • 

receipt of communications iron, citizens commending the measure. A 
further increase, by order of the Commissioners, to 50 is to be made on 
tne istproximo; as soon thereafter as the men become familiar with 
HmnSmW^ETd 01 them, the experiment will be made of increasing 

t at "Sent dSg^tty" * 8 *■ — f 

INFIRM AND DISABLED. 

ei' 01 ™^™ man >' through age, long service, and 

ffiTffiSnSSf i Centered *e fore,. at iis organ- 

r s , , ■ '" y T, to " <la - v ineff <*tive as patrolmen; that some 

- J ',7 V' "Mch they can be properly cared for, is 

CITY HOSPITAL. 

of ttL^SeS Ln'CS J? ^ *«" claimin £ the iltf "" fi< >» 
apparent The o nh <sf i i ~ a f ll ' ,,m ,1:,v u ' dft y becoming more 

omj « stahhshments in the District to which such cases 
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can be assigned are the Freedmen's Hospital and the hospital in con- 
nection with the Washington Asylum j the one specially intended for 
the colored race and the other for paupers. The establishment of a city 
hospital, having in connection therewith a free dispensary, is respectfully 
recommended. 

REFORMATORY FOR GIRLS. 

This department is frequently called upon to trace out and bring from 
their hiding-places truant erring young girls. The girls found, there is 
no place in the District where they can be sent, where an effort at their 
reclamation can be made. The department, until recently, has availed 
itself of the courtesy of the House of the Good Shepherd, in Baltimore. 
Recently notice has been received from that institution that it could 
receive no more cases from this city. The establishment in the District 
of a reformatory for girls is respectfully recommended. 

CAPACITY OF REFORM SCHOOL. 

In this connection the attention of the Commissioners is called to the 
lack of accommodation in the reform school. At the present writing, 
that institution can receive no more cases, and incorrigibles have to be 
returned to their parents for the want of a place for their detention. 

STATION HOUSES. 

Many of the buildings, all in fact, rented by the District for station- 
houses are not adapted to the purpose; badly sewered and ventilated, 
too small and inconveniently arranged, they are illy adapted for the 
proper accommodation of the force or the woik of the precincts ; nota- 
bly is this the case with the 1st, 2d, and 5th. The erection by the Dis- 
trict government of buildings specially designed for the purpose is 
respectfully recommended. 

i 

UNIFORMS. 

The character of duties that this department is largely called upon to 
perform in the matter of attendance on public receptions, &c, necessi- 
tates a more than usual degree of attention to the personal appearance of 
the men. It is believed that it is subjected to a greater expense in uni- 
forms per year than any similar organization in the country. The aver- 
age yearly cost is $80 per man; this expense the men now bear them- 
selves. It is respectfully recommended that, in view of the extra po- 
liceman duty they are called upon to perform, this expense be assumed 
by the government to the extent of $80 per year per man. If this be 
deemed inadvisable, that the expense of repairing or renewing uniforms 
damaged or ruined in the line of duty be paid by the government. 

MEDICAL AND SURGICAL SUPPLIES FOR STATION HOUSES. 

Cases requiring medical attendance in station-houses are of frequent 
occurrence, arising from affrays or accident, among the class unable to 
bear the expense. There has been but little difficulty in obtaining the 
services gratuitously of some physician in the neighborhood, for, to its 
credit be it said, the profession of the District is ever ready to respond 
to the call of poverty and distress; but the station-houses are not fur- 
nished with any medical or surgical supplies, and these necessaries the 
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physician has either to furnish n t his own expense, or, as is frequently 
the case, the charity of the officers and privates in the station-house 
comes to the rescue and the expense is borne by contribution. A small 
yearly sum would procure all that is necessary of simple remedies, 
bandages, styptics. It is respectfully recommended that $20 per year 
for each station-house be appropriated for this purpose. 

AUTHORITY TO ISSUE WAB RANTS OF A INMOST. 

Great embarrassment is experienced and frequently the ends of jus- 
tice are defeated by the restriction upon the issue of warrants of arrest. 
Should a ease arise requiring the issue of a warrant after the adjourn- 
ment of the poliee court, delay is necessitated until the next meeting of 
that court, and opportunity given for the escape of the offender, or, 
if the justices of the peace (and their offices are usually closed upon 
the adjournment of court) are appealed to, it is at an expense of 50 
cents per warrant, an expense that often cannot he incurred through 
the poverty of the complainant. To obviate tin's, it is respectfully sug- 
gested that the power to issue warrants he vested in the major and 
superintendent, the captain and lieutenants of police. 

TRAMPS. 

The District is overrun with vicious men, who do no work, lodffe at 
station-houses, and prey upon the community in various ways Manv 
of them are of the most desperate character, who would not work if 
they had it to do, and who are reckless of life and property. The estab- 
hshmentot someplace where these men can he lodged, and when re- 
leased m the mormng given a meal for which they would he compelled 
r\^! D some public labor, or a modification of the 
vagrant law, by which they can be punished by a sojourn at the work- 
house, ^respectfully recommended; the result/it is c onftden v belie ved 
would be salutary-assaults, robberies, and cri^e generally h^f^H.um!: 

LIGHTING THE ALLEYS. 

of employing eas fnr the nr ^ n / U ».V , a "eys. it the expense 
sive s ubstitatf mi r ' ' be « BM » d «wl too great, some inexpen- 
the no, , , f , Stt'li *3 "«S«ri™«t. " isrecommended 
a substitute for g£ mth **S 150 lightsof gasoline, 

the streets and m, 1 , £ , Z Z some months in Baltimore, in 
and power of Bght 8UDn rbs, with the best results in economy 

P0HISHME5T OF BOTH "CATCHING 1UDKS." 

be^mpnTedrbSs'rtmTaS S IS** 1 

vehicles, and, as it is ten , " ; , ''''''' < ' llls 1 other moving 

<" yan'ce to ptjenje , ' \ f?™g practice is an 

•gainst ImS^MSft "^ffiSS St. 0n ' eml,,1 ' S U,Kk " 1 - *■ law 
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SAINT ANN'S ASYLUM. 

The department is largely indebted, and desires through you to express 
its acknowledgments, to Saint Ann's Infant Asylum. It has cheerfully 
responded to the calls made upon it by this department, and many a 
wail is therein tenderly eared for. 

POLICE COURT. 

In the increased facilities for doing business, greater comfort, and 
superior location of the new police court, the wisdom of the removal is 
amply attested. 

ESTIMATES FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1880. 

The estimate of the amount required for the expenses of the depart- 
ment for the iiseal year ending June 30, 1880, on the basis of the force as 
at present constituted, is as follows: 

F«>r pay-roll $278,873 

genf 8 6,^00 

, 1,643 

Stationery C00 

S* 8 *: 2,100 

Repairs t<> station-houses 1 900 

Telegraphing ' joo 

Transportation of prisoners SSS 

Repairs to van 75 

Ice 368 

Washing 525 

Meals lor prisoners 1,000 

Photographs 50 

Prinl Lug and binding 400 

Rent of telephones 215 

Ambulance driver 480 

Repairs and other expenses ambulance 250 

Supplies and contingencies 5, 133 

300, 000 

In conclusion attention is invited to accompanying tables, giving in 
detail the operations of the department, and the report of Sanitary Offi- 
cer Council, which is forwarded as a part of this report. 

TITOS. P. MORGAN, 
Major and Superintendent Metropolitan Police. 
Hon. Commissioners of the District of Columbia. 
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APPENDIX Nl. 

( )pcra t ions of th e p<> I ice depa rtm en t. 
No. 1. — Table' showing the disposition of I he force. 



Precincts. 



l. 

2. 

8. 

4. 

B 

6 

7. 

8. 



h — 

o a 



— — 

a » 
a - 

Pi 
■ 



I 

a 
3 



OS 

! 



= 

1 

if. 
h 

B 
oo 

±1 



Police oourl . 
Detectives . 
Sanitary 



Total 



1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



2 
2 

;_> 

'> 

4 

2 
3 



I 
I 



S 
P 



r. 
■ — 

i 
1 

6 
i 



3 

H 



24 
18 
L5 
20 
28 
1!) 
28 
26 



2 

1 

I 
2 

1 • 
* ■ 



(6) 
1 



31 

21 
21 
25 
87 
25 
28 
88 

2 

1 

7 

I 



in 



20 



J 74 



14 



0 232 



No. 2.— Table showing Hne lost by sickness and other causes. 



Precincts. 


Sick. 


With 
leave. 


Without 

leave. 


Days. 


i 

2 

o 

J . . . . 


242 
187 


99 
184 


I 


346 
321 
242 
410 
555 
337 
838 
672 


_ 

| 

1 - 

- — - •- «- -- ...._ 

< -------- 

■ 

* 

Detectives 


175 
290 
285 
209 
220 
466 


66 
115 
259 
117 
117 
205 


1 
5 
1 

ll 
l 
l 


Total 


21 


(J 




27 




2, 10.3 


1,118 


25 


3, 248 



No. 3.- 



-Table showing number of arrests hi each precinct. 



Precincts, 



..... 

I 

4 

- ..... 
p*« •« 

• 

7 

8 

Sanitary 
Detectives . . 

Total . 



Malts 
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No. 4. — Tabic showing the ages of the males arrested, classified. 



1. 

2. 



Precincts. 



4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Sanitary . . 
Detectives 



Total 



From 10 
to 20. 



311 
273 
131 
236 
558 
194 
290 
250 



From 20 
to 30. 



128 



407 

325 
274 
207 
1, 037 
232 
370 
260 
1 

169 



From 30 
to 40. 



303 
160 
179 
164 
808 
187 
239 
173 
2 
66 



2, 371 



3, 408 



2, 281 



40 and 
over. 



267 
204 
176 
237 
751 
211 
264 
202 
3 
51 



2, 360 



No. 5. — Table showing the ages of the females arrested classified. 



Total. 



1, 348 
962 
760 
904 

3,154 
824 

1, 163 
891 
6 

414 



10, 426 



Precincts. 


From 10 to 20. 


From 20 to 30. 


From 30 to 40. 


40 and over. 


Total. 




84 


205 


81 


58 


428 




70 


62 


50 


32 


214 




25 


36 


21 


26 


108 




22 


56 


32 


64 


174 




94 


253 


100 


96 


543 




15 


40 


19 


23 


94 




25 


44 


44 


32 


145 




37 


55 


34 


30 


156 




17 


11 


5 


6 


39 
















389 


762 


386 


370 


1,907 















No. 6. — Recapitulation of offenses classified. 



Offenses againsl the person. 



Assault 

Assault and battery 

Assault and battery with intent to kill 
Assault with intent to kill 

Affray 

Assaulting policeman 

Attempt at rape 

Bigamy 

Pasta l ily 

Carrying concealed weapons 

Contempt of court 

Disorderly conduct 

Deserters 

Enticing prostitution 

Exhibiting obscene pictures 

Fugitive from justice 

Fugitive from parents 



FasH driving 



Fighting in streets 

Highway robbery 

Intoxication 

Intoxical Ion and disorderly 
Interfering with policeman 

Incit mg to riot 

Indecent exposure 

Incorrigible 

Insulting females in street. 

Infanticide 

Intimidating witnesses 

Indecent assault 

Keeping bawdy-house 

Keeping policy-shop 

Bleeping gambling-house... 



Males. 



1, 



97 
192 
81 
1 

186 
29 
9 
2 
1 
59 
53 
713 
17 



2, 



1 
99 
1 
11 
4 
4 
897 
560 
4 
1 
26 
8 
1 



1 
1 

2 
2 
30 



Females. 



Total. 



26 
336 
2 



24 
2 



3 
26 
209 



6 
12 



275 
189 
1 



1 

11 



123 



83 
1 

210 
31 
0 
2 

1 

62 
79 
922 
17 
6 
1 

111 
1 
11 
4 
4 

3,172 
749 
5 
1 

26 
8 
1 
1 
1 
1 

19 



30 
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No. 6.— Recapitulation of offenses classified— Continued. 



Offenses against the person. 



Keeping disorderly house . . . 

Loud and boisterous 

Manslaughter. 

Murder 

Malicious mischief • 

Mul Iny 

Prostitution 

Perjury 

Profanity 

Rioting 

Refusing to assist policeman 

Resisting policeman 

Riotous conduct 

Rape 

Threats 

Vagrancy 

Witnesses 

Miscellaneous. 



Total 



T— 

\r»i 1 1 >a 
ixl .1 US. 


— 


Total. 




4 







0 




O 


1 




1 


8 


1 




1 




1 
1 


4 




4 




2 


2 


o 


1 


3 


2:59 


104 


343 


3 




.1 


§ 




3 


18 




18 


1 




1 


6 




o" 


227 


11!) 


346 


389 


171! 


562 


157 


26 


183 


73 


(i 


7!) 


7, 23.") 


1, 562 


8, 707 



No. 7. — Recapitulation of offenses classified. 



Offenses against property. 



Arson 

Accessory to arson 

Attempt to steal 

Burglary 

Cruelty to animals 

Embezzlement 

Forgery 

> Fraud ' 

Gambling 

Larceny, grand 

Larceny, petit 

Malicious mischief 

Malicious trespass 

Obtaining money or goods under false pretenses 

Passing counterfeit money 

Picking pockets 

Receiving stolen goods 

Bobbery 

Suspicion * 

n, '»<i lottery and policy tickets 

• n\ 1 s 

Ttolatinfc District ordinances 



Total 



No. S.—Xatiri!,/ of those arrested clarified. 



Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


3 




3 




1 


1 


2 




2 


4.") 




45 


18 


1 


19 


5 




5 


21 


2 


23 


4 




4 


1!) 




19 


135 


17 


152 


S47 


141 


968 


47 


8 


55 


1(5 


1 


17 


30 


2 


32 


3 




3 


10 




10 


23 


(i 


29 


24 


2 


26 


562 


39 


601 


19 




1!) 


96 


4 


100 


1,266 


11") 


l, 381 


1 


1 


o 

■ 


3, 196 


340 


3, 53G 



Nativity. Number. 



United States, white . 
United States, colored 

Ireland 

German? 

England 

Scotland 

Franco 

Poland 

Italy 

Russia 

Canada 

Persia 

Sweden 




Nativity. 



Prussia 

Switzerland 

Austria 

Wales 

Mexico 

Holland 

Spain 

Denmark 

Central America 
Belgium 

Total 



Number. 



3 
3 
3 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



12, 333 
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No. 9. — Table showing trade* and callings of persons arrested. 



Occupation. 



Actor 

Artists 

Agent* 

Architect! 

Apprentices 

Auctioneers 

Awning-maker. - 

Bailiff 

Barkeepers 

Barbers 

Blacksmiths — 

Bootblacks 

Bricklayers 

Brick-makers . . . 

Broken 

Batchers 

Bakers 

Bookbinders 

Boatmen 

Brewers 

Basket-maker. - - 
Broom-makers . . 
Bacon-cntters . . . 
Brush-makers - . . 
Brass-finishers . . 
Boiler-makers - - 

Builder 

Butter-dealer - - - 

Beggars 

Bill-posters 

Brakemaa 

Bankers 

Bell-hanger 

Carpenters 

Cabinet-makers - 

Clerks 

Cartmen 

Cooks 

< loachmen 

( kmdnctors 

Car-drivers 

( ionstabies 

Coopers 

( iontraotors 

Clock-makers - - - 

Confectioners 

( loach-makers. - - 
Chair-makers . - - 
Collector 

Cigar-makers - - . 
Cheese-maker... 
Capitol police - - - 

Dairymen 

Drivers 

Druggists 

Drovers 

Dentists 

Dress-makers . - - 
Dancing-master. 

Dyer..! 

Draughtsmen . - . 

Engineers 

Expressmen 

Engravers 

Editors 

Farrier 

Fanners 

Frame-maker . . . 
Fishmen 

Fresco-painter . . 
Firemen 

Folder 

Grocers 

I rardeners 

< 1 rainer 

Gamblers 

Gasritters 

Gunsmiths 

Glass-blower. . . . 

Hackmen 

Harness-makers 
Hostlers 



Xo. 



1 

8 

112 

2 
29 
7 
1 
1 
8X 
75 
109 
139 
175 
24 
10 
72 
61 
10 
53 
12 
1 
8 
2 
2 
'_> 
5 
1 
] 
2 
3 
1 
7 
1 

272 
22 
400 
9 

46 
9 
7 

18 
HI 
37 
2 
7 
9 
| 
1 
34 
1 
2 
30 
108 
17 
K) 
4 
0 
1 
1 
3 
28 
3 
7 
2 
1 

110 
1 
22 
1 
9 
1 

71 
50 
1 
21 
2 
2 
1 
80 
10 
30 



Occupation. 



Housekeepers 

Hatters 

Hotel-keepers. 
I [ncksters 
Hemp-makers. 

Janitors 

Junk-dealers. . 

Jewelers 

Journalists . . . 

Laborers 

Lawyers 



Liverymen 

Locksmiths — 
Lamplighters . - 
Laundresses . . . 
Liquor-dealer . 

Machinists 

Merchants 

Mulders 

Musicians 

Millwright 

Messengers — 

Marines 

Milkman 

Magisi rates 

Marketniasters 

Mechanics 

Masons 

Millers 

Miner 

Newsboys 

None 

Nail-maker — 

( ►ystermen 

Painters 



Plumbers 

Plasterers 

Policy dealer 

Printers 

Prostitutes 

Policemen 

Peddlers 

Physicians 

Paper-makers 

Paper-hangers 

Polishers 

Photographers 

Pavers 

Plateprinter 

Porters 

Pressmen 

Pawnbrokers 

Produce dealers 

Preachers 

Riggers. 

Reporters 

Restaurant-keepers . 

Roofer 

Raff-pickers 

Sailors 

Sailmakers 

School-girls 

Sehool-boj s 

School-teachers 

Servants 

Shoemakers 

Soldiers 

Storekeepers 

Stone-cutters 

Students 

Silversmiths 

Showmen 

Seamstresses 

Ship-carpenters 

Stone-masons 

Saddlers 

Schoolmasters 

Slaters 

Sculptor 



Stencil-cutters 
Shirt-cutter... 
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No. {).— Table shouiiig trades and eaU'uujs of persons arrested— Continued. 



Occupation. 



Sheet-iron worker. . . 

Silk-spinner 

Spinsters 

Stereo 1 yper 

Tailors'. 

Tinkers 

Teamsters 

Tele graph-operators 

Thieves 

Tanner 

Tinners 

Traders 



No. 



1 

1 
3 
1 

68 

:j 

L'4 

<; 

37!) 

1 
78 
1 



Occupation. 



Umbrella-makers 

Upholsterers 

Undertakers 

Vagrants 

Wheelwrights ... 

Watchmen 

Washwomen 

Whin-washers . . . 

Waiters 

Weavers 



Total 



KECAI'ITCLATIOX. 



No. 



1! 
31 

3 
71 
12 
30 
14 

2 
Gs) 



12, 33S 



Total arrests If, 



Malt s io, 4215 

Females 1,907 

Married 4,393 

Single 8,040 

Could icad and write 8 21* 

Could not read nor write 4) 085 

Offenses against the person were committed l>\ 7,234 males and 1,564 females. 
( menses againsl property were committed by 3,196 males ami 339 females, 



TRANSACTIONS OF THE PROPERTY CLERK. 

Property has been deposited with the property clerk during the year 
ending September 30, L878, to the estimated value of $24 568 69 

Property has been delivered to claimants in accordance with judicial 
action and proofs of ownership to the value, estimated, of $20,340.45. 

Sales have been made of unclaimed property amounting to ... itgg na 

<>t perishable property and animals........ 54 9? 

A<nrre (rating "~ ~ 

Upon which there were expended " . ^ 85 

Netting 

~ *""■"■ - -- -- - - ..... 1 . • - . 1 . > 

mi . loT JSi 

t^l^Xlfl t " U '" t, r r V th f 73 - 53 moneys, were 

Value of property reported as stolen C(U . ' 1n 

Value of property recovered and restored to owners ,V 
Aa.ueotpn.peru ■ takl . n , Vom lodgers/' dranh^Sum ^t^^i ^ " 

DISPOSITION <jf CASKS. 

Fines have been imposed in eases 

Amounting to 3,500 

In United States cases $26,669 81 

In District of Colnmbia cases $8,096 5« 

In I nited states cases appealed $11,791 25 

fn District of Colnmbia eases appealed pf«8 00 

Dismissed 11 $5,494 00 

Surrendered to military authority 4,998 

Surrendered to Maryland authority 4 

Surrendered to Virginia authority 4 

N ' nt *° J*U 9 

947 
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Sent bo workhouse \ f 31$ 

Security to keep the peace 230 

Bail for court or grand jury 114 

Not disposed of 90 

Scut to Reform School 57 

Miscellaneous 1,269 

INCIDENTALS. 

Destitute persons furnished lodgings 13,151 

Lost children restored to parents 238 

Assistance rendered 894 

Animals and vehicles found and restored to owners 285 

Doors and windows found open and secured 441 

Fires attended 109 

Inquests held 48 

Abandoned infants found 79 



Appendix X 2. 
retort of the sanitary officer. 

Department Metropolitan Police, 

Sanitary Office. 
Washington, 1). C., November 20, 1878. 

Siu : I have t lie honor to submit herewith a synopsis of the operations 
of the sanitary detail for the year ending September 30, 1878. 

The chief duties imposed upon this office are to care and provide for 
1 lie sick poor and . the insane found within the District, and, after ob- 
taining proper permits, convey them to the several hospitals and asy- 
lums. 

A large per cent, of those found here come from the several States, 
expecting, from the fact that this is the seat of government, to ameliorate 
their condition, many of them being impressed with the idea that the 
government is bound to care for them. 

There is not a week but two or three of this latter class are brought 
to this office by officers from the Executive Mansion and from the sev- 
eral stations, and who, upon examination by the proper medical officers, 
are found to be insane; some of them imagining themselves elected 
President Of the United States, some great generals coming hereto take 
command of the Army, others holding claims for large amounts, "mil- 
lions of dollars," against the government; some again on patents, and 
some on religion, each one having a delusion peculiar to him or her self. 

These especially are a source of great annoyance and trouble as well 
as expense to the District, as under the law the District lias to defray 
the entire cost of their support in the Government Hospital for the 
Insane until their legal place of residence is ascertained, a matter which 
is very difficult and sometimes impossible, owing to the fact that many 
<>t' them are not possessed of mind enough to give any account of their 
friends or place of residence. The latter of course have to be kept in 
the institution until they get better or die. Those who are able to state 
their place of residence are removed, "upon verification of their state- 
ment," under escort, to such residence, and delivered over to their friends, 
" if there are any," or to the authorities of the place. It is a notable fact 
that the relatives or friends of such insane persons have always failed, 
except in one or two instances (pleading poverty, and consequently ina- 
bility), to defray expenses of transportation; consequently such expenses 
14 c D 
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of supporting them in ^^Y^S^^oti^T^^^TB^ 
theycanno^ ™ respectfully Suggest the 

K m appropriation to meet such a contingency. 
This oi Lr s alsocharged with furnishing (a^r investigation into the 
m erit s . applicant, !nd the anal approval oi the < ommissionera 
^District transportation to non-resident paupers toward their homes, 
paupers have increased very much during the jirtm 
and are attracted to this city more than to any city in the l nited Mate s 
Z account of it being the seat of government, many of them . not 
having business with the general government, many o them it not all 
being a wounded soldier, a soldier's widow, or a deceased soldier s mother 
or sister, who, heretofore, were able to make a comfortable living, but 
who are new unable to provide themselves with the necessaries of life, 
owing to the general stagnation of business and their utter inability to 
obtain employment of any kind. They are therefore tempted through 
their necessity to come to Washington in hopes of obtaining employment 
of some kind from the government, or securing a pension, which many 
of them think is justly due them. They never succeed m obtaining the 
former, and very rarely the latter: consequently they and themselves 
here anions strangers and without means by which they could return to 
their homes. They therefore apply, "like all persons when in distress, 7 
to the police authorities for assistance. They state, and justly with reason, 
that if they could only get back home to their friends they would have 
at least a place to sleep and a probability of something to eat. It is to 
be regretted that these people should be deluded to coining here, as they 
never better their condition by doing so; but the fact is that they do 
come, and are found in utter destitution. They are not tramps, and can- 
not be classed or treated as such. As a matter of humanity they have 
to be cared for, and the question is which is the best way to dispose of 
them. Most undoubtedly it is cheaper to furnish them with transporta- 
tion toward their homes than to support them here in the hospital or 
poorhouse, and either one or the other has to be done. The former has 
been the practice of this office as far as the limited means permitted. 

In the estimates submitted to Congress by the Commissioners of the 
District for the support of the District government for the fiscal year 
ending dune 30, 1870, and approved by that body, only $2,000 was al- 
lowed for the transportation of prisoners to workhouse and for paupers. 
The former costs about $1,200, leaving only a balance of about £800 for 
the transportation of paupers, which is entirely inadequate, and which 
think is now nearly exhausted: but as these oeonle must be eared for 



thcient tor the transportation of these poor people toward their homes. 
The following statement will show the number of non-resident paupers 
Lurmshed with transportation toward their homes, the number of siek 

and destitute persons sent to the several hospitals and asylums, and the 
nativity ot the same. 

The number of non-resident paupers furnished with transportation to 
other cities, procured from the Commissioners of the District of Colum- 
oia , w as _,i,t. 



REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS OF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 211 



The number of sick and destitute persons sent to the several hospitals 
and asylums for the year ending September 30, 1878, was — 

To Washington Asylum 301 

Providence Hospital 140 

Freedmen's Hospital 107 

Government Hospital for the Insane 84 

Columbia Hospital 4 

Colored Orphan Asylum 2 

Saint Ann's Infant Asylum 1 

Total G99 

The nativity of persons sent to hospitals and asylums for the year 
ending September 30, 1878, is as follows, viz: 

United States 555 

Ireland.... 86 

< Germany 39 

England 7 

I Denmark 2 

Switzerland 2 

Canada 2 

Wes< Indies 2 

Holland 2 

France 1 

Scotland 1 

Total 099 

Respectfully submitted. JOHN CONKELL, 

Sanitary Officer, Metropolitan Police, 

Thomas P. Morgan, 

Major and Superintendent Metropolitan Police. 

O. — REPORT OF THE JUDGE OF THE POLICE COURT. 

Police Court, D. C, 

November 2, 1878. 

Gentlemen : Referring to communication from your office of the 19th 
ultimo (Xo. 8844), I have the honor to submit the following* estimate of 
the amount required for the support of this court for the year ending 
June 30, 1880 : 

Salaries $9, 858 

Incidental expenses 5,000 

14, 858 

The removal of the court from the building formerly occupied, long felt 
by every one to be a nuisance, to the present comfortable and healthful 
quarters, is a source of gratification to all, officers, attorneys, and citizens, 
and it is confidently hoped that experience will prove the apprehensions 
of those who objected to its new location to have been groundless. I 
am glad to avail myself of this opportunity, in behalf of myself, the offi- 
cers of the court, and all who do business there, to convey to you our 
appreciation of the efforts you have made in securing for us a suitable 
building for the transaction of our duties, our thanks for the interest 
you have taken in our affairs, and our congratulations on the success 
which has crowned your endeavors. 

Very respectfullv, your obedient servant, 

" ' J WM. B. SNELL, 

Judge Police Court, JJistrict of Columbia. 

The Hon. Commissioners of the District of Columbia. 



p 
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,— BBPOET OF BOARD OF TBUSTEES OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

i». »™™ <^ tpttstees of Public Schools, 
Office of the J^^Jgj; TaZgton, November 12, h>78. 

rmTnrn . The board of trustees, in response to your commumca 
• GE 5^f^/nitimn reouesting "estimates of the necessary expenses 
ofcoi 1 ucti 1 SptolS^te the current fiscal year and for the 
i^Sff^m June, 1880, with such information and Buggestions as 
to' , e i 'esent condition and wants as von may deem imixutant, with a 
SSto KSng greater efficiency, economy, and usefulness oi the ays- 
SnThas the hono? to submit the following report and ^ecommen^ons, 
with aa estimate of the amount that will be required for the support oi 
Z Sp«SS in the District of Columbia for the fiscal year ending 

JU The Si or youth of school age (6 to 17, inclusive) in the District 
of Columbia, according to the census of L8<8, was: white, -M-<»; col- 

ored, 12,374; total, 38,800. , 

The whole number of pupils enrolled m the public schools for the sen* J 
year ending June 30, 1878, was: white. 15,118; colored, <,7J4; total. 
22,842: increase over the enrollment oflasl year, 1,5*8. 

The average number of pupils enrolled in the public schools for the 
school year ending dune 30, L878, was: white. 12,376; colored, 6,583; 
total, 18,959; the increase over last year was 1,847. 

The number of teachers employed for the school year ending dune .»o 
1878, was: in the white schools, 243 ; in the colored schools, H-'7 ; total, 
370. m . 

The total expenditures for the supi>ort of the public schools for the 
school year ending dune 30, 1878, were $371,856.04. 

The number of school rooms owned is: for white schools, 142 ; for col- 
ored schools, 95 ; total, 237. 

The number of school-rooms now rented is: for white schools. 92; for 
colored schools, 25 ; total, 117. 

Estimate of expenses for the support oj the public schools for the fiscal year 

ending June :>o, 1880. 

Salaries of teachers and superintendents $292, 000 

Wages of janitors and sweeps 

Rent 30, 

Furl 12,000 

Repairs 20,000 

General supplies . . 10, 000 

Insurance 2,500 

Printing .........W 1 • •"' " 1 

Miscellaneous ] ... •"• 000 

Secretary and clerks ." . . " " . . [ " .*.* .. . . ... ... .... % 000 

Permanent improvements J WW W\ [ WW.\ WWW, WWW, WWW IWi 000 

Total 600,000 

SCHOOL-HOUSES. 

In the last report made by the hoard to the Commissioner the follow 

ing statements were made : 

school- 
no 
10 

u from 

tumbling down-making a total of 104 school-roonis now needed. The cost of pur- 
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chasing sites, and building thereon plain, substantial school-houses, containing in the 
aggregate 104 school-rooms, is estimated at about $400,000, and the interest on this 
sum <>f money, at six per cent, per annum, is $24,000. The rental of property for 
school purposes, for the year ending .June 30, 1877, cost the District $24,006.94, a 
greater sum than the interest on $400,000, and the number of school-rooms obtained 
for this $34,006.94 was only 83, including the 10 barrack rooms owned by the District, 
but located on leased ground for which the District pays an annual rent. It is there- 
fore recommended that the sum of $400,000 be provided for the purpose of purchasing 
sires and building school-houses, and That the tenancy system be given up. 

Since the date of that report, November 13, 1878, no school buildings 
have been erected by the District, and :>1 additional school-rooms have 
beeo rented. Jt will be necessary to expend $30,000 for rent for the 
uext school year, and this item must increase rapidly each year until 
the District Government begins building its own school-houses. In 
making up the estimate for the next school year, an item of $100,000 for 
permanent improvements has been included, which, judiciously expended 
in plain, substantial buildings, would provide for the regular increase in 
attendance of pupils, and begin the reduction of the expense for rent. 

In this connection it is recommended — 

First. That Congress be asked to donate to the District of Columbia, 
for school purposes, lots L8 and 19, square 158, on Massachusetts avenue 
between Seventeenth and Eighteenth streets, X. W., in the city of Wash- 
ington, and now owned by the United States Government. These lots 
have a front of 107 feet by a depth of 177 feet, and would make an excel- 
lent site for a school building for the children residing* in 'the north- 
western section of the city. 

Second. Tliat < 'ongress be asked to authorize the Commissioners of the 
District of Columbia to appropriate to school purposes the ground in 
square 446, purchased by the District of Columbia from Mr. AY. W. 
Corcoran, as a site for a market, under an act of the legislative assembly 
approved June 19, 1872. 

The District owns no school building for white schools in this section 
of thecity, but is now renting 25 school-rooms to accommodate the same. 
A part of the ground named might be used as a site for a school build- 
ing, and the remainder could be sold for a sum sufficient to pay the cost 
<>t' a building. 

EXPENSES OF THE SCHOOLS. 

The cost per pupil based on the average enrollment for the school year 
ending June 30, L878, was $18.16, an amount somewhat below the average 
cost in other cities of the country. On the loth of November, 1877, the 
board of trustees submitted to the Commissioners as an estimate of the 
expenses of tin 1 public schools for the school year ending June 30, 1879, 
a total of $405,667.36; but we have been informed that the Commissioners 
in submitting their estimates to Congress reduced that amount to 
$365,000. This reduction was made without consultation with the board 
of trustees of public schools, and it will be impossible to continue the 
schools through the year on the amount named by the Commissioners. 
The estimate as reduced by the 1 Commissioners seems to have been based 
upon the actual expenses tor the school year ending June 30, 1878, and no 
provision was made for the increase in the attendance of pupils for the 
succeeding year. Judging from the attendance thus far during the 
present year, it is estimated that this increase will amount to fully 2,0°° 
pupils, and at the average cost per pupil, as stated above, the increase 
in expenses will aecessarily be from $35,000 to $40,000. This makes the 
amount required to continue the schools through the year not less than 
$400,000. If the schools are to be continued through the year some 
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i * fiw. amount required in addition to the esti- 
provision must be made fin the amor ^ ^ ^^0,1 to Congress, 

Lite made by the ^^^S^ of attendant in the pubhc 
referred to above. rheri » Responding increase in expenses. In 
schools necessarily causes ^"^^ * as L 5,555,and in 1*7* it was 
1872, the whole numbei of P^l^ofa^ut 8 per cent, annually. 
22,842, showing an average increase 1 

Respectfully submitted. w w CURTIS, 

President Hoard of Trustees. 

Attest : 

John H. Brooks. 

Secreta r\j 

The Hon. COMMISSIONERS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 



Q —REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF THE WASHINGTON 
V6< ASYLUM. 

Office of rut; Commissioner 

of the Washington Asylum, 
Washington, />. ft, yovember 1, 1878. 

Gentlemen: 1 submit herewith the reports of the Ipte^Wft^ 
andvisitine physician of the Washington Asylum, giving n detail the 
0 er u n o tbVir respective departments to the end of the . .fiscal year 

The intendant in his report gives carefully prepared statistic* tables, 
with deductions drawn therefrom, and with suggestions for the improve- 
meat of the service, to all of which 1 invite your careful attent ion. 

1 indorse the recommendation of the raiting physician for the enlarge- 
ment of the dispensary building to provide office and Bleeping rooms to 
the resident physician and student. A small lying-in ward mignt 0 
erected at trifling cost. A large ward for t he accommodation ol cnroim 
cases, which require constant attention rather than special treatment, 
is, in my opinion, essential. T , 

In the Georgetown poorhouse there arc but twelve paupers, xm 
premises are in charge of the managers of the Industrial Home Scnooi 
as tenants at will. The main building is dilapidated. The ottt-DttUtt- 
ings are beyond repair. _ 

One of the chief difficulties experienced in the management ol tue 
asylum has been the lack of proper facilities for regular and profitable 
employment of the inmates. A large majority of the persons sentenced 
to the' workhouse are unskilled laborers. Their terms of imprisonment 
range from seven to ninety days. To attempt to teach a trade in three 
months would be Polly. To employ the men on the streets throughout 
the city is not only unprofitable, but also offensive to public taste. Dur- 
ing the past season many of the men have been employed in grading 
and beautifying the -rounds of the institution. Tins work, though en- 
hancing the value of the property, has not, of course, lessened the ex- 
penses of the workhouse, and the work itself will soon be completed as 
far as practicable. I know of no way in which the short-term prisoners 
might become so nearly self-supporting as in the cultivation of hind. 

The number of able-bodied men in the workhouse is eighty. The re- 
port of the intendant shows that there are but five acres of available 
arable land connected with the institution, a quantity so small as totur- 
msli employment to but an insignificant proportion of the men. There 
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is no land on the west side of the Eastern Branch which could be profit- 
ably purchased for agricultural purposes. But the land on the east side 
of the branch, and directly opposite the grounds of the asylum, might 
be made available. From the books of the board of assessors I learn 
that the land referred to is assessed at from $80 to $125 per acre, though 
it is probably held at a somewhat higher price. Could three hundred 
acres of this land be obtained, I believe that the workhouse side of the 
asylum could be made mainly self-supporting. The men and horses nec- 
essary to the cultivation of this tract of land could, without difficulty or 
expense, be transported across the branch in flatboats. The men could 
be more regularly employed throughout the day, and the danger of es- 
cape would be much less in open country than in that thickly settled. 
Should this land be purchased, a clause could doubtless be inserted in 
the street-sweeping and garbage contracts requiring that material gath- 
ered should be transported in boats and landed at wharves on the river- 
front of the property. Arrangements might also be made for digging 
pits in which to deposit the night-soil and oftal for conversion into fer- 
tilizers, thus doing away with a constant source of complaint and annoy- 
ance, and settling the vexed question of the disposition of this material 
without offending the senses or endangering the health of the people of 
the community. At the same time, the farm could not fail to become so 
fertile as to yield very large and profitable crops. 

I earnestly recommend that Congress be asked to appropriate $50,000, 
or so much thereof as may be necessary, to make this purchase. The 
report of the intendant shows that but 25 per cent, of the inmates of 
the asylum are natives of the District, while over 50 per cent, are na- 
tives of the States, who have been drawn to Washington chiefly because 
of its being the capital and political center of the country. I believe 
that if the facts are properly represented, Congress will make the nec- 
essary appropriation as an act of justice. But there is a more selfish 
reason on which members of Congress might base their justification of 
such action. Under the act of .June 11, 1878, the United States Gov- 
ernment pays from its Treasury 50 per cent, of all the expenses of the 
District. With this land the workhouse cannot fail to become nearly 
or quite self-supporting. 

In cutting off the large annual expenditure now necessary for the 
support of the workhouse, one-half of the amount is saved to the na- 
tional Treasury. From a business point of view, money could hardly be 
more profitably invested. 

The following table contains the names of thirty prisoners, with the 
number of days of imprisonment served by each during the past year: 



Name. 



Michael Lanhady 

Robert Sherlock 

Henry Benson 

George Hour her 

William Streets 

William McDonald... 

Lewis Perkins 

William Lane 

Thomas Johnson 

Henry Hayman 

Richard Nolan 

Robert Hall 

Norman Carter 

n. Robinson 

Samuel Mathews 



Nativity. 



Ireland 

New York 

Dist. of Col . . 

Maryland 

. . . .do 

. . . .do 

Dist. of Col .. 

Virginia 

Maryland 

Kentucky — 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Illinois 

Maryland 

Dist. of Col . . . 



Number 
of days. 



247 
216 
250 
165 
315 
180 
270 
240 
157 
150 
225 
270 
165 
240 
187 



Name. 



Nativity. 



Jeremiah Quirk Ireland 



Lewis Nelson 

Lewis Sininis 

Mary Nuttrell 

Theresa Johnson 

Maria Marini 

Bridget Welsh 

Julia Banks 

Mary Keenan 

Mary Moriarty 

Mary Welch 

Jennie Corcoran 

Amies White 

Clara Williams 

Kate White 



Sweden 

Dist. of Col 
Maryland . . 

. . .do 

Ireland 

...do 

Virginia — 

Ireland 

. . .do 

Dist. of Col 

Virginia 

Ireland 

Virginia 

Dist. of Col . 



Number 
of days. 



210 
150 
157 
285 
254 
225 
357 
221 
225 
201 
209 
330 
283 
180 
195 
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It will be soon that more than three-fifths of the year is spent by 

them tothe Wrkhouse. Many of them are also fined during a por- 

Hrai of the vear in the United States jail. 

T .', , ,,!«' are depraved and have lost all sense ol pride and shame. 
ImmedJaWnpon their release from either place oi confinement they 
ret^nto their old haunts, and rejoin the gangs o low character which 

M^t certain portions of our city ly to be arrested within n few days 

for violation of law and to receive another sentence oi bnel unpnaon- 

Could our laws be so amended 

* ^ * . » 111 * 

require hardened offenders to give proper security for good behavior, or, 
in default, might sentence them to terms in the workhouse ranging 
from six months to three years, much good would be thereby accom- 
plished. Larger workshops than wo now havecould then be established 
and the persons be taught useful trades. Discipline and enforced ab- 
stinence from vicious habits would do much in the way of reform, while 
the possession of a trade, whereby they might earn an honorable and 
comfortable living, would have a tendency to waken their dormant self- 
respect. They could he stimulated to industry, as is done in other in- 
stitutions, by the promise, on conditions, of a certain proportion of their 
earnings over the amount necessary to their maintenance. 
Much of the District work now done under contract or by job could be 

done in these shops at trifling cost. Iam informed that in Cincinnati a 
similar plan has been adopted with marked success. 

One illustration of the saving thai might he accomplished in tins way 
is found in the item of shoes for the inmates of the asylum. The hooks 
of the auditor show the amount paid for shoes during the last fiscal year 
to have been over $1,300. 

The subject of classification of prisoners which is referred to at sonic 
length in the report of the intendant deserves careful consideration. As 
our laws are at present constituted all classes of petty offenders are sent 
to the workhouse. With our present accommodations, boys under ten 
years of age who have committed no greater crime than that of throw- 
ing stones or bathing in the river during the day; youths who have been 
led by older associates to commit an indiscretion; young men who have 
taken their first vicious step, and hardened criminals are of necessity 
thrown together promiscuously. Xoung girls who have fallen through 
weakness and ignorance are brought in hourly contact with the most 
abandoned prostitutes. Under these circumstances reformation is im- 
possible, it is doubtful whether the old offenders can ever be reclaimed, 
rhe younger ones go out in a moral condition worse than that in which 
they entered. The institution is at present, it seems to me, little better 
Than a school for vice. With the occupation of the new workhouse, 
however, the situation will be in a measure ameliorated. 

ine Army and Navy magazines arc located on land adjoining that ol 
tne asylum, ihey are a continual menace to the occupants of the work; 
f^POOrhouse, city hospital, and in fact to the cut ire eastern section of 
n'tcin. uunngthepastseasona tree within three feel ofoneof themag- 
blln hJif if^ k y li - ,,t,,i "^ I am informed that magazines have 
Rh£r +iL ^ general g°TOrnment some miles down the Potomac 

ol oni !? . l8 ' 01 wa Mntended to remove all ammunition fro... tin; 
this old maL?^ 8 ™** T ld Persuaded to turn over to the District 
n !ii !,1 ' ,,1H '' 1y tobe U8edfOT charitable and reformatory 

would be re ,if lvton, l , i at th< ' time an element of danger 

woiuatx removedfrom within the city limits. 
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The new workhouse, which is nearly completed, is of insufficient ca- 
pacity and will barely accommodate the male prisoners. An additional 
wing is an absolute necessity. Built on a plan differing in some respects 
from that of the present structure, in order to insure greater security, the 
cost would be about $14,000; while, should Congress pass a law author- 
izing longer terms of imprisonment, $6,000 additional will be required 
to inclose the grounds, erect workshops, and purchase tools and ma- 
chinery. I recommend that Congress be asked to appropriate $20,000 
for these purposes. 

The law authorizing the apprenticeship of children should be amended. 
As it is at present worded, children may be sent repeatedly to the 
workhouse, yet it' their parents are neither vagrants, paupers, nor drunk- 
ards, the children cannot be taken permanently from their control. In 
a recent opinion of your attorney he expresses a doubt that the guardian- 
ship of children bound out, vested by the ordinance of 1820 in the com- 
missioner of the asylum, would be recognized outside the limits of the 
District. The law should be so amended that proper homes for these 
children might, if necessary, be obtained in the States without abridging 
the control of the guardians. In my opinion the commissioner should have 
power to apprentice such children as are repeatedly sent to the work- 
house, it being evident that their parents, though neither vagrants, 
drunkards, nor paupers, are not exercising that control which is for the 
best interest of the children and conducive to public welfare. 

The following estimates tor the fiscal year ending June 30, 1880, are 
submitted : 



Salaries • $9,000 

Provisions '21,000 

Fuel 1,600 

Forage 1,600 

Lumber 1,500 

Hardware 1,300 

Shoes 1,300 

Dry goods \ 3,000 

Drugs and medicines 1,500 

New hospital buildings 2,000 

Contingent 1,300 



Total 45,700 



Very respectfully, 

GEO. A. CASWELL, 
Commissioner of the Washington Asylum. 

The Hon. COMMISSIONERS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 



Appendix Q 1. 

KErORT OF THE INTEND ANT. 

Washington Asylum, November 1, 1878. 
Kir : In compliance with your directions the reports of the intendant 
and the matron of this institution have been prepared to exhibit the 
exact statistics for the eight months ending' June :J0, 1878, as the terminus 
of the last fiscal year; and so as to enable the Hon. Commissioners and 
yourself to draw a parallel between the condition of this asylum and its 
inmates daring- the last and the previous twelve months, for which the 
last report had been rendered, the figures of the last four months were 
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also embraced here, but in a separate column, so as to avoid all misap- 

P1 It isto be regretted that neither during the one nor the other of these 
two periods, any increase of area in these premises has taken place, nor 
has the completion of the new workhouse building been fully aocom 
plished, though there is some encouragement in its advancement so far 
;l > to be ready within a few weeks for the reception of at least the male 
prisoners; and further, in the erection of several substantial additions 
to tin- former structures, ami other decided improvements in the internal 
arrangement of these premises and in the management of the inmates. 

.Most all of tlnse were undertaken by you. and though not of very large 
dimensions are of great importance and usefulness, viz: one new frame 
ice house. :>l' by 24; one new frame wagon-shed, 32 by 14; one new 
frame cart-shed, 75 by 1 1 : one new blacksmith shop, 22 by 14: one new 
frame piggery, with six partitions, each provided with flowing water and 
other fixtures; also 600 feet of new fencing, with five substantial gates, 
and Too feet of new park railing with appurtenances : two stables, each 

tor six horses, and one cow-shed forthree head of cattle, in each of which 
the floors and stalls are entirely new. 

Almost all this has been done without any expense hut that for ma- 
terial, the labor being furnished by the inmates, who have, in addition 
thereto, also rendered the following services, which otherwise would 
have been to be paid for by the taxpayers, viz: 4,000 cul>ic yards, ex- 
cavating and grading C street, S. E.j 7,000 cubic yards, excavating and 

grading the road from the Potters' field to Nineteenth street. S. K.; 8,000 
cubic yards, establishing connection roads within the asylum premises; 
6,000 cubic yards, grading and making terraces around the new work- 
house, and other earthwork. 

Besides this, the inmates were employed in farm and garden work, 
a s cleaning ditches, digging sewers, closing or opening springs, water- 
courses, boarding, bricking or tiling the same or other channels and 
water-connections to and from the flsh-pond,the stables, or the piggery, 
and, finally, establishing two good sized new ponds for open plunge- 
baths in summer, and with like alterations for ice-ponds in winter. 

To effect all this, the previous supply of tools and implements had to 
be largely augmented, and at least partial outfits for some mechanics, 
as blacksmiths, carpenters, painters, saddlers, &c, as happened to be 
sent to the workhouse, had to he provided. 

The profits derived from the temporary utilization of such skilled 
labor were naturally much limited by the brevity and irregularity of the 
penal terms, yet the repairs alone thereby accomplished more than paid 
lor tne cosl ot these outfits, and this experience suffices to demon- 
strate that whenever the terms of confinement shall be Lengthened for 
repeated offenses, the employment of prisoners at their own trades will 
De not only one ot the most lucrative resources of this asvlum, hut also 
one ot the best means of reform for the workhouse inmates. 

However, even under the present circumstances, the management, 

1 s £ I s m ma ?y directions, and by various causes, may claim 

h '"T"- T l PJ° viden ^ ^ will further appear in the fol- 

mat ^ » u r ° f *r d8 * made U P ^ the indoor labor of some in- 
mate s, and the stores still on hand for their future employment 
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Articles made up by inmates since November 1, 1877. 



On hand. 



Pillow-ticks 

Pillow-slips 

Sheets 

Bed-ticks 

Bed-spreads 

Almshouse shirts. 

Almshouse drawers 

Almshouse coats 

Almshouse pants 

Workhouse shirts 

Workhouse coats 

Work house pants 

Total Dumber of articles 



To Novem- 
ber 1, 1878. 



23 


36 


4+ 


58 


20 


27 


31 


42 


3 


5 


50 


65 


17 


22 


0 


8 


20 


2* 


32 


43 


68 


75 


106 


141 


405 


550 



Material on hand, to be made up by inmah*. 



On hand. 



Shirting yards.. 

Sheeting do — 

Ticking - do — 

( iotton wear do.... 

Kentucky jeans do.... 

kor 



ic 



To July 1, 
1878. 



do 

Buckle's boxes.. 

Buttons gross.. 

Cotton, spools dozen.. 1 

Thread pounds.. 

Check yards.. 



240 
80 
200 
250 
150 
200 



1 

I 
100 



To Novem- 
ber 1, 1878. 



200 
50 

150 

200 
50 

150 



4 

50 



There arc also some minor quantities of other stores on hand, which, 
however, are daily reduced by the arrival of new inmates, and any ac- 
cumulation thereof is always regulated by an appropriate reduction in 
the requisitions of the next following month. Brill it deserves perhaps 
to be mentioned that there is now a fair supply of shoes for men and a 
small one for women and children on hand, and probably prison-cloth 
enough to suffice for the demands of the remaining part of the present 
fiscal year. 

This latter circumstance is explained by the fact that this article is 
not in the market, and has to be made up to order in each case of de- 
mand, hence small quantities are not obtainable, and therefore the or- 
der to he made up last year was in excess of actual immediate demand, 
and by great economy and care it was managed to keep enough in store 
for the probable necessities of the remaining eight months. 

In other articles, however, as for instance blankets for hospital and 
general use, there will soon be large quantities to be provided for. 

In the line of field-economy results have been realized by far superior 
to any previous year, though the area available for cultivation still 
scarcely exceeds ,i> acres, to which the repeated cessions of ground com- 
plained of in last report have reduced the original (>5 acres of good 
land belonging' to this asylum ; and as the harvest of nearly all the crops, 
which only could be obtained by forcing two of them from each field, 
has Mien nearly all within the last four months, and thereby not within 
the current fiscal year, it should not appear in this report except for a 
comparison with the husbandry of the previous twelve months, which 



220 REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS OF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

is unavoidable without doing injustice to your admiiiistration and the 
present management. 

Agricultural productt collected frm last report to date. 



Quality^ of crop. 


Quantity. 


Quality <> 


f crop. 


Quantity. 




bushels 
do 


40 

50 






40 
'28 
50 
3, 000 
5, 000 




<lo 

do.... 

....do... 


25 

28 • 
2| 
25* 


Celery 


J»li»Ilt.S. 

tons 













By the help of the potters' field and the yards U tons of hay were ob- 
tained, and pasturage for three cow s, which yielded not loss than 2,500 
quarts of milk for the use of hospital and almshouse. 

In connection with this branch of economy it also deserves to be stated 
that by cutting down several trees in the ornamental front yards, with- 
out marring their beauty, and in other parts of the premises to their di- 
rect advantage, a saving in fuel was made, by which not a single cord 
of burning-wood needed to be purchased during the last twelve months, 
while formerly never less than loo cords were required during the same 
space of time; and another farm produce of great value was realized and 
used on the place, viz. more than LOO cords of manure. 

The vegetables mentioned were nearly all consumed by tin* inmates, 
much to the improvement of their sanitary condition : and farm crops 
were used for the live stock, the present strength or which compares 
with that of last year as follows: 

[n place of 8 horses there are now 9 (including 1 mule), and instead of 
4 head of cattle there are only .">, the bull having been slaughtered, and 
3 calves (dropped during the year) sold by your orders for the benefit 
of the institution. 

The main increase in this stock consists in the new piggery established 
by you, counting now 40 hogs, of which 12 are full grown, LI large 
shoats, and 17 sucking pigs. All but 3 are of good but ordinary breed, 
but these 3, viz, 1 hoar and 2 female shoats, are of the purest Berkshire 
blood, each with a full and genuine pedigree, introduced for breeding, 
and gradually improving the entire stock. 

These hogs are fed principally from the remnants of kitchen and table, 
and hence their support causes little or no expense. They probably 
would yield 6,000 pounds of fine pork now, but next year, unless mis- 
haps should occur, they will yield certainly not less than 20,000 pounds. 

ine exhibits unquestionably indicate a material enhancement of value 
m the property of this asylum, which naturally could not have been el- 
ected without some more than ordinary expenditure. But as suehout- 
a s r . w dispensed with tbr several years, it would be manifestly 
mfairto charge^ them fully and only to the budget of this year, or, if so, 
h sh< certainly also the pecuniary value not only of the products 
"I; ; Soot eve *y asset created, within this period, be credited 

ThSftt^S T 0Un ^ for the same, 

the ta^riSw! r?T M >' et > and ther oby many indirect, yet not 
2^iZh^^* te this asv,m " feaveWn forgotten or neg- 
« ted, s disadvantage, as. for instance, the many thousands 

1W e M et f h ,a, T l T Ua11 * <m tll <* test portions of its grounds 
ZTmo^tL l r natHmal capital > y<* to the exclusion of any other 
« Profit to itseli or its inmates, and all this without any equivalent 
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compensation or reciprocation ; the many hundreds of coffins made here 
and used elsewhere, the medicines and medical care bestowed upon per- 
sons not inmates and the burials of their bodies in case of death here or 
elsewhere; further, the services rendered by inmates or animals of this 
institution outside of its premises, and various other gratuitous perform- 
ances, for which the recipients thereof claim, and, if reports are correct, 
not in a tew cases also obtain, remuneration and even appropriations 
from ( /ongress. 

This is certainly not as it ought to be, and though it may be difficult 
to calculate precisely the pecuniary loss accruing to this asylum or its 
exchequer from such sources, it cannot be called an exaggeration to 
estimate it for the last year alone at from 810,000 to $15,000, if only the 
laboring forces are considered, which are enumerated in the following 
statistics of its inmates, and the services which actually were or could 
be rendered by them, if proper facilities and inducements or at least 
due recognition were given for their exertions. 

Table No. 1. — Number of inmates. 



Number present in almshouse . 

Number received in almshouse 
Number born in almshouse 



Total received to date. 



Number discharged from almshouse 
Number died in almshouse 



Total lost to date. 



Number present in w< rkhouse. . 
Number received in workhouae. 

Total received to date 



Number discharged from workhouse. 

Number escaped from workhouse 

Number died in workhouse 



Total lost to date. 



November 
1, 1*7:>. 


fa 

0 rH 

to 


fa 

|h 
= t- 

ft X 

15 

C i-i 

to 


Julyl, 1878. 


November 
1, 1878. 


1 55 

456 
20 

631 


1G9 
428 
16 


208 

388 
2G 


173 


196 


3(54 

8 


613 


517 


372 


3lili 
90 


319 
80 


295 
49 


154 
22 


4(52 


405 


H44 


170 


150 
2, 099 


1G4 

1, 095 


152 
1,121 


99 


119 


650 


2, 249 


1, 859 


1, 273 


749 


2, 000 
79 
0 


1, 595 
108 
4 


1, 128 
42 
4 


620 
9 
1 


2, 085 1 1, 707 


1,174 


630 



Jteeapititlatio)!. 



Total number present in almshouse . . 
Total number present in workhouse . 
Cotal number Of officers and employes 

Aggregate of all inmates 



July l, 


Nov. 1 , 


1878. 


1878. 


173 


190 


98 


119 


12 


12 


284 


327 
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Table No. 2.— Distinction as to sex and color. 



a ALMSHOUSE. 

Received (including births): 

White males 

White females 

Colored males 

Colored females 

Total received to date 

IN WORKHOUSE 

Received : 

White males 

White females 

Colored males 

Colored females 

Total received to date 



July 1. 



79 
(II 

84 

83 



309 



331 
] L5 
49:? 
152 



1. 121 



Nov. 1, 
1878. 



67 
40 
48 

38 



508 



195 
87 

291 
77 



650 



The next table, viz, Xo. 3, "Nativity of inmates," exhibits merely the 
nativity of those received within all twelve months of last year, because 
there is no parallel for eight months only, in last report. 

Table No. 3. — Nativity of inmates received. 



District of Colombia 

Maryland 

Virginia 

New York 

Pennsylvania 

New Hampshire 

Louisiana 

< 'onnecticut 

Massachusetts 

Alabama 

Maine 

Delaware 

South Carolina c. 



Alms- 


Work- 


house. 


house. 


128 


481 


89 


376 


144 


443 


13 


58 


10 


63 
2 


2 


«> i 


1 


7 


1 


12 


1 


1 ! 


2 


5 




1 


5 


8 



Ohio 

New Jersey . . . 

North ( !arolina 

( teorgia , 

Tennessee 

M ississippi 

Michigan 

Kentucky 

West Virginia. 

Illinois 

Florida 



Total from United States 



Alms- 
house. 



2 
2 



Work- 
house. 



6 
10 



9 
2 
4 

2 



1, 506 



Ireland 

England 

Scotland 

Germany 

Denmark 

Austria 

West Indies. 

( Sanada 

Russia 

Sweden 




Java 

France 

Santa Cruz . 

Cuba 

Malta 

Italy 

At sea 

Switzerland 



Total from foreign countries. 



1 
5 
1 
1 
1 

— 

2 
1 



265 



Total in almshouse from this country 400 

Total in almshouse from foreign countries V. ... ! .] 102 

Aggregate in almshouse ^ 

Total in workhouse from this country ~T^ofi 
Total in workhouse from foreign countries V.Y.Y.'.'. '.'.'.'.['. \ *" " ' " 265 

Aggregate in workhouse T~771 

Received from Novemher 1, 1877. to October SI, 1878, fa the whole asylum 

The i numbers , of this table show that only 25 per cent, of all inmates 
re <a n n the District of Columbia, ami even when adding to them 
those boi n m foreign countries, this total number is still exceeded largely 
, I' T'li * V ,0m ° th . er seetions of «ie United States, who oight 
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Table No. 4.— Number of deaths. 



November, 1877 
December, 1877. 
January, 1878 .. 
February, 1878 . 
March. 1878 .... 

April. 1878 

May, 1878 

Jane, 1878 



Alms- 
house. 



7 
7 
7 
3 
7 
0 
3 
9 



Work- 
house. 



1 

0 
0 
0 

1 
1 

0 

1 



Total June 30. 1878 



49 



July, 1878 

August 1878 

September. 1878. 
October, 1878.... 



Total last four months 

Total June 30, 1878 

Aggregate October 31, 1878. . 



Alms- 


Work- 


house. 


house. 


1 1 

J.X 


A 
1/ 


1 


0 


3 


1 


7 


0 


22 


1 


49 


4 


71 


5 



All but few of the deaths of inmates occurred in the hospital attached 
to the institution. 

Table No. 5.— Number of burials in potters' field. 



Months. 



November, 1877 

December, 1877 

January, 1878 

February, 1878 

March, 1878 

April, 1878 

May, 1878 

J u lie, 1878 

Total in eight months 



No. 



20 
49 
48 
39 
48 
SO 
41 
38 



339 



Months. 



July, 1878 

August, 1878 

September, 1878 

October, 1878 

Total of the whole year 



No. 



54 
41 

38 
33 

505 



This number of burials comprises all who died in the institution but 
5, who were buried elsewhere. 

Table No. 6. — Number of coffins famished. 



Months. 



November. 1877 
December, 1877 
January, 1878. . . 
February, 1878 . 

March, 1878 

April, 1878 

•May, 1878 

•I unc, 1878 



Total in eight months 



To health 
authorities. 


S 


To asy 


44 


8 


45 


G 


58 


0 


54 


3 


55 


8 


57 
56 


5 
3 


51 


10 


420 


49 



Months. 



July, 1878 

August, 1878 ... 
September, 1878. 
October, 1878.... 



Total the whole year. 



~ x 


i 


m ■— • 
~ — 






X 




1 


hS 


o 
H 


71 


10 


63 


1 


43 


4 


38 


7 


035 


71 



Total number of coffin* made "34 

Total number of coffins issued 70(5 



On hand October 31, 1878 

Table No. 7.— Comparative mortality. 



28 



From November 1, 1874, to October 31, 1875 
M om November 1, 1875, to October 31, 1870 
Mom November 1,1876, to October 31, 1877 
' rom November 1,1877, to October 31, 1878 

Mom January 1 to December 31, 1872 

*iom January 1 to December 31, 1873 



In alms- 
house. 


5 s 
► 1 


77 


3 


90 


6 


80 


4 


71 


5 


202 


0 


250 


3 
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STATISTICS OF SMALL-POX HOSPITAL, 

From November 1. 1877, to October 31. 1878: 

Admitted (malignant moaalea) j 

Discharged (cured) _ 

Remaining 0 

Two still-births, which have happened in the hospital during the year, 
have not been embraced in this report for the obvious reason that neither 
loss nor gain is caused by such cases. 

When glancing over the preceding tables, it must be remembered 
that the statistics of the last four months, mostly given in separate 
columns and always in separate additions, properly do not belong to 
this report, but were introduced for reasons previously stated, and they 
will be repeated in the next report as a part belonging to the current 
fiscal year ending June 30, l s 7!>. 

Table No. ft. — Misdemeanor* charged against prisoner*. 



Charges. 



N'n. 



Charges. 



Disorderly conduct 

Disorderly assembly 

Disorderly assembly and carrj ing concealed 

weapons 

Disorderly condnet and destroying property. 

Vagrancy 

Injuring private property 

Injuring public property 

Trespassing in park 

Carrying concealed weapons 

Throwing stones 

Disturbing church 

Watering horse at hydrant 

Refusing to pay legal hack-hire 

Refusing to pay legal hack-hire and earning 

concealed weapons .7. 

Refusing to assist officers in making arresi 

Profanity 

Profanity and throwing Btones .... . .' . . . . . . 

Profanity and disorderly conduct 

Profanity and carrying concealed weapon.'! 
indecent exposure 



40 
34 



H5 
1 
1 

3:j 



Indecent exposure and disorderly conduct 

Keeping bar without license 

Keeping business without licensi 

Enticing prostitution 

Violating cart law 

Violating market regulations 

Firing piatol in aUey 

Driving over tout way 

1 driving too fost 

Placing tilth in street 

( Obstructing sidewalk 

( treating a nuisance 

Being a professional thief 

Playing bail in street 

Flying kite in street 

Tying horse t<» 1 rea 

Bathing at unlawful hours. 

Peddling without license 

Escaped and recaptured 

Fighting dogs in alley 



So. 



l 

4 
1 
4 
1 
1 
1 

8 
I 
1 
1 
7 
1 

14 
1 



Total 1.771 



Each of the foregoing tabular exhibits teaches its own peculiar lesson, 
and therefore deserves a brief explanatory notice. 

1 bus table Ka 1 shows in its annual aggregates an increase in num- 
oers received, yet a decrease in the numbers remaining, over those of 
last report, a circumstance which, together with the diminution in deaths 
and escapes, mrmshes a comment certainly not unfavorable to the pres- 
ent sanitary condition and discipline of this asylum. 
™i n LTtV K p /* 8ents a lar ^ er number of men than women, and more 
I f m ^ "v^' the inmates 5 and the ratio between them, 
nrimim ? J? o i 81 f mn ? auce amon g the paupers, is striking anion- the 
prcSn^kv 01 7 " S tn females ' imd 3 ^ ^ 'colored to white, which 
SE^^X 1 ^ 1 ? mt « r Preted ^ a criterion of morality among 
ever ( 1 t" S " *l La ^ e ' Wnen and <* confinement how 
behav or r 1 Causes W diff ^ent inferences, and while the 
J r i I ' f n *™ lX * than that of colored female pris- 

X^S^^tW ai l? lied to the male Primers, of whom the 

n t v e ,*f ptlons h * far to* niost obedient, grateful, 
ana mdustrious, and the white ones the most discontented, unruly, ami 

J^H lEE" J** ha ? been already alluded to, viz, that by far 
greatest quota to the contingent of inmates in either branch of this 
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institution is furnished by the influx to this city, as the national capital 
from other States or Territories of this country, where seldom, if ever' 
prisoners or paupers can be found to hail from' this District, This con- 
dition may be natural, yet it is therefore not the less burdensome and 
inequitable to the taxpayers of this small commonwealth, who, without 
thanks, assistance, or reciprocation from any direction, have thus to de- 
fray not only the expenses created by the misdemeanors of their own 
wayward fellow-citizens, but also those caused by the ill conduct of such 
half alien and wholly unprofitable and unwelcome visitors to the seat 
of the government. 

This manifest hardship weighs heavily and unduly upon this not very 
rich community, defaming its moral reputation ami absorbing much of 
its scanty means for local demands, and this should surely be a Strong 
argument with the honorable our Commissioners, not only as the repre* 
sentativesof our local hopes and lawful wishes, but also in their capacity 
as officers of national trust ami honor, to call the attention of Congress 
during its next session to the urgent needs of this asylum, and its just 
claims of national assistance, if not full support,-forits services contribute 
by far more to national than to domestic 1 charity and reform. 

Therefore, sir, I beg leave to entreat you, with due respect toward 
the honorable Commissioners and yourself, never to cease importuning 
them, to call upon Congress for a liberal appropriation, if not a perma- 
nent endowment for this institution, by which alone it can fulfill its true 
mission, viz. not to be merely a small establishment for local benefits, 
but to become a model for other institutions of similar scope, and to 
show by its progress and success the wisdom and philanthropy of this 
nation and its government in the prevention and redress of social defects. 

Tables Nos. 4, 5, 6, and 7 refer to sanitary matters, and confirm the 
statement that besides the inmates of this asylum there are outside of 
it also numerous recipients of benefits, for which never yet have any 
returns been made, but at least credits should be allowed, as they clearly 
emanate from its domestic labor and material, such as the manufacture 
of coffins, the transportation of sick and dead, burials, &c. 

Table No. 8 is probably the most instructive of all, by its enumera- 
tion of misdemeanors which led to the confinement of the inmates in 
the workhouse. The inferences suggested by it indicate some of the 
best means for the moral and intellectual improvement and reform of 
prisoners before and after discharge, and therefore would deserve a much 
longer and deeper discussion than the limits of this report will permit. 
Still it cannot be out of place here to mention some of the most obvious 
impressions forced upon any one who takes an interest in social reform. 

First. Most all serious offenses enumerated may be traced back to 
either ignorance, idleness, inebriety, or prostitution as their radical 
cause, and next, there is a great gulf between the moral depravity of 
some and other offenders. 

The minor cases of amenable misconduct are most frequently com- 
mitted by youths, eitlu u* in mere thoughtlessness or exuberance of animal 
buoyancy ; or by adults without premeditation, under temporary provo- 
cation or other extenuating circumstances. It is at least questionable 
whether or not such misdemeanors should be classified and punished 
together with others committed deliberately by habitual lawbreakers or 
devotees to vice or moral perversion, yet the present code of our penal 
laws leaves no option either to judge or court, and it is surely true, 
beyond question, that the contact of these two classes of offenders in the 
same common prison is beneficial to neither of them, and is positively 
injurious to the young and least depraved. 

15 C D 
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in the present method of 



This clearly betrays f^ e J e Xfderf^ut they seem to be rooted in 
dealing with such offen ses an oft ml r it authority ( , U1 mned 

the very laws, a 8 neither a^ 

them. It is. therefore, herew itiires deficiency in our laws also 

oraMe Co~one^ may e bring this clenc y^ ^ 

to the notice of C Wj2™£ mWemeanors and their punishment 
so amended ^^^^^ the lesser moral pull may be dis- 
classifiecl n ^anous ^ w • a! , ltr)l tVo ni the expert 

Kwte'K repetitions of punishable mis,,,, 

fl lSi^ffCrf days4mpri ? onment for the gravest 

, n ; , , of law which may come under the jurisdiction of the police court, 
hoover often repeated, will never keep the chronic slaves oi immoral, 
itv long enough under the influence of discipline, labor, and mstraction 
to make them forget or shim their former haunt s and companions in evil, 
and their association in one prison with others less advanced in low and 
wicked habits cannot but counteract even the efforts for the reform and 
restoration to usefulness of the latter. 

The brevity of the present penal terms, however, creates anotner 
serious disadvantage to this institution, viz, it prevents any success in 
the instruction of prisoners in skilled labor, which might serve them as 
inducement and means for an honorable life after their discharge, and 
nothing speaks louder for this view than the fact that good mechanics 

are not only rare denizens of the workhouse, but when here thev arc, 
with few exceptions, the best behaved and most industrious inmates and 
the least susceptible to the bad example of worse characters. 

Much more might and should be said about the necessary increase in 
the facilities for the reformatory efficiency of this institution, but trust- 
ing you will select this subject for discussion and suggestion in your own 
repent, and. not wishing to forestall your ideas and recommendations m 
regard to the expansion of space and scope of this asylum, when the 
removal of the prisoners to the new workhouse shall take place, 1 merely 
beg you not to delay any of the most energetic measures in this direc- 
tion, and especially not the establishment of a clear and permanent code 
for the internal government and discipline of either of its branches, 111 
which the exact duties of each official, employe, or inmate will be defined, 

and the manner and duration of correction tbr each misconduct among 

the inmates, while on the premises, be fixed beyond discretion or arbi- 
trary construction. 

Closing with this. I beg you to convey to tin* honorable Commissioners 
my respects and thanks for the uniform courtesy and encouragement by 
which they have supported me in my efforts tbr the care of the charge 
intrusted to me, and to please accept for yourself this expression of my 
gratitude tor the urbanity by which you have eased many of my un- 
pleasant duties, as well as of my high appreciation of the zeal and 
energy which you have devoted' to the interest and success of this 
asylum. 

1 would do wrong, however, should I fail on this occasion to recognize 
also, with thanks and high regard, the faithful co-operation and assist- 
ance rendered by the officials and employes associated with me in the 
management of this institution, and their valuable services under many 
trying circumstances. 

With this acknowledgment and the hope of seeing this institution 
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speedily become an object of pride to yourself and every one connected 
therewith, I Lave the honor to sign myself, 

Very respectfully, E. F. M. FAEHTZ, Tntendant. 

Geo. Caswell, Esq., 

Commissioner^ dv. 



REPORT OF THE MATRON. 



Washington Asylum, 
Washington, 1>. C, November 1, 1878. 
Sib : Id accordance with your orders, and usage, I have the honor to 
report that of the women under my charge as matron, as many as were 
able, whether prisoners or paupers, were employed during the past year 
in sewing, washing, ironing, cooking, scrubbing, and other housework. 
The seamstresses anion-- the prisoners, about eight on an average, were 
occupied in the sewing-room, with the help of two sewing-machines, in 
making and repairing prison clothes. The pauper women worked in 
their rooms, and supplied all the demands of the almshouse in women's 
clothing. 

Other women. m>t capable of any labor mentioned, were engaged in 
the care of the entirely helpless inmates of the almshouse, there being 
four paralyzed and six blind women, and fifteen children under three 
vears of age. 

For the poor children from six to twelve years old, nine in number, 
there was a daily school established, by direction of the intendant, of 
which 1 conducted the management as far as the limited means of in- 
struction and my other duties would permit, but, by the assistance of one 
of my nieces, I hope to have accomplished some good. 

The number of articles made for the workhouse consisted of— 



Articles. 



Caps 

Pairs pants. 

Coats 



To July l. 


To Nov. 1, 
1878. 


Articles. 


To Julv 1. 

1878*. 


To Nov. 1, 
1878. 


ii 

150 


11 


Shirts 


420 


552 


215 






80 


1U7 


Total 


861 


885 





Those made for the almshouse were- 



A i t irk s. 



To July 1, To Nov. 1, 



Shirts . . . 

Coats ' 

''ahs pants. . . 

Bed-ticks 

Pillow-ticks . . 
Pillow-cases . . 

Bolster-cases 
Sheets 

Spreads 

Towels 

Pairs drawers . 
aprons 



1878. 



160 
32 
49 

104 
88 
80 
4 

100 
47 
20 

175 
60 



1S7S. 



202 
4.'» 
02 

154 
50 
114 
4 

127 
47 
32 

2ir, 
79 



Articles. 



Children's suits. . 

Boys' suits 

Dresses 

Skirts 

Children's skirts. 

Chemises 

Gowns 

Caps 

Sacques 

Sun-bonnets 



Total. 



To Julv 1. ToXov.l, 
l*7s'. 1878. 



18 
9 
120 
48 
26 
210 
10 
6 
18 
6 



29 
18 
i:.o 

83 
31 
244 
19 
6 
41 
9 



1, 333 



2, 651 



In addition to this list, about 2,000 articles were repaired. 

Very respectfully, 
n Mrs. A. If. FAEHTZ, Matron. 

oeorge A. Caswell, Esq., 

Commissioner Washington Asylum. 
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Appendix Q2. 

REPORT OF THE VISITING PHYSICIAN. 

Washington Asylum Hospital, 
WASHI October 26, 1878. 



, , 4 lit fhp following report of the hospital 

l878 a l! ( 't <1 ^:i ] ^ "Ml! M.rT 1877, 83,including6einploye8: mates, 

4 Emitted ^?JS9 



78 whto females,**; coioieu ]; <>ololV(l ln!ll , s . 7; 

in? under {^^/-^JS; 4: n W feinale8,5; col! 

, ol, r ? 1 Discharged; 241: white males, 61 ; 

T T ™1 's5 1 ore ffi 58; colored females. 68; of the*e,5 
^STto^^S^ I>-ths (including childivii under live 
s ,1 still-born, 2), 53: whites, 14; colored, 39; male. 31; 
females 22- eaving in hospital, July I, L878 (including employes, 6). !• 
^Sja&ta mlvTbeen admitted into the small pox hospital since last 

^ sick-call at the workhouse is attended by a daily *Jf»g£ f £ 
Many who present themselves there are making cases, only seeKing^ w 
be excused from work: but the number of those requiring medical m 
maybe judged of from the fact that 1,000 prescriptions have been <n> 
pensed to the prisoners alone. The almshouse and the shanties areaiso 
regularly visited and medicine given as required, so that the aggregaw 
number of prescriptions for both places may be set down at 2,OW, 

Patients from either of these departments who. in the judgment or m 
medical attendants, require especial treatment, are brought to t lie Hos- 
pital. Of the number of prisoners so disposed of, it gives me pleasure 
to state that only two have escaped. , , 

The number of patients, exclusive of those horn in the hospital, adnm 
ted from the District was 75; foreign horn, 85. The balance representee 
nearly every State in the Union; Maryland and Virginia having mow 
than two-thirds. , . 

The death-rate has been high. I account for it by the fact that omy 
the very poor—not only those who arc without means of obtaining tin 
common necessaries of life but those who are thus reduced by na ! ,ltN , <) i 

the lowest dissipation and hy disease thus contracted— form by tar tlx 1 
largest proportion of cases brought to this institution. Then, if we elim- 
inate from the list of mortality those who have died of phthisis, a ma- 
ease which, under the conditions patients are brought here, may be sai< 
to he incurable (15) and senile debility (10), we have a death-rate whin 
will compare favorably with that of similar institutions elsewhere. 

The number of cases of labor was 27; number of children born,-; 
one being a case of triplets. There are now In the wards 3 women ex- 
pecting confinement. Of those having children, 5 are believed to 1W 
been married. 

It will he seen that there has been a large increase— nearly 100 per 
cent—in this department of the hospital over last or, indeed, over any 
previous year, and the results have been most satisfactory, both .» 
regards mothers and children. No deaths anion- the lying-in women* 
while infant mortality has prevailed only when the children have Weu 
obhged to he hand-raised ; the percentage of deaths even then bein* £ 
greater here than is usual to that condition of infantile life everywhere. 
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Nine white women have been compelled by the hard times prevailing 
in onr midst to seek that care and attention here which under more 
favorable circumstances they would have received at home. There was 
no place for them, except in the colored women's ward, and apart from 
other considerations, dwelt upon in my report of last year, there was not 
actually in that ward space for their proper accommodation and treat- 
ment. Under these circumstances, I have used, temporarily, I trust, the 
mess-rooms of the hospital for the white women's lying-in wards. There 
was no other place for them. While this arrangement has been satis- 
factory, as far as these poor women were concerned, it worked a decided 
disadvantage to the employes, convalescents, and those able to go to 
mess, by compelling them to take their meals in the wards, thus sub- 
jecting them to many and nameless inconveniences. 

It is earnestly hoped that the recommendation made in my last annual 
report for the erection of a ward for white women similar to and adjoin- 
ing the colored lying-in ward will be speedily acted upon. The late 
Colonel Lubey strongly advocated it and presented estimates of its cost 
in his report ibr 1877. 

In the estimate alluded to he also included the cost of an addition to 
the office and dispensary, one of the pressing needs of the hospital, and 
when the new workhouse is occupied will be doubly necessary. 

It is an anomaly in hospital experience to find the quarters of the 
medical officers remote from their immediate post of duty, as in this 
institution. I do not suppose that such a condition of affairs exists in 
any other similar place in the country. With sleeping apartments in 
the hospital (/rounds, the physicians would be equally on hand for calls 
to the alms or work house, while the actual sick would be, as should be 
the case here, directly under their supervision. 

The intention, if such has been entertained, of having a ward in the 
workhouse for sick prisoners is most objectionable for two reasons, 
namely : The noise and confusion in such a place, especially at night and 
early morning, cannot be controlled, and will counteract the best medical 
treatment, and then there is the almost, I may say, impossibility of hav- 
ing reliable and experienced nurses to attend the sick there. 

An estimate for an addition to the office and dispensary has lately 
been sent to the commissioner of the asylum, which will involve only 
the cost of material and the plastering ; all other work to be done by 
such labor as may be found among the inmates of the hospital and with- 
out cost. 

By permission of the authorities, the nurses, one in each ward, have 
been placed upon the pay-roll. This has been found to w T ork very much 
to the improvement of the service, both as regards attention to the sick 
and the care of the property of the wards. They have now an induce- 
ment to work faithfully in the interests of the institution, for they know 
that any serious violation of rides will lose them both money and place. 
Unkind treatment to patients, theft, drunkenness, or smuggling liquor 
into the hospital inclosure are, in all instances, punished by instant dis- 
missal. 

More than a year's observation of the workings of the hospital and a 
careful study of its wants satisfy me that many things are essential 
which should be provided as a measure of economy in its management, 
to some of which I will briefly call attention, hoping that a wise liber- 
ality will provide for them. 

If the washing for the hospital could be done on the grounds, it could 
he done better, and with less wear and loss of material, than under the 
present system. 

All the eoal used in the place during the past year had to be wheeled 
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in harrows from the coal-yard in the rear of the asylum up a heavy 
1! ,hV; a work of no small labor, as it had to be done by the inmates 
of the hospital, few of whom have the physical strength for such work. 
This can be avoided, as has been done recently by permission ot the in- 
tendant by hauling the coal to the south inclosure of the -rounds, whence 
Li is more accessible. It is my intention, with his co-operation, to make 
this a permanent arrangement. 

The present arrangement of the wards prevents a proper classification 
of patients, and obliges us to mix indiscriminately all forms of disease. 
A law. enacted so Long ago that it seems to have been forgotten, forbids 
the reception of contagious diseases upon the premises of the almshouse; 
yet we have been obliged, in several instances, to take in cases of scar- 
latina, measles, whooping-cough, &c, and this while we have had infants 
and lying in women in close proximity. Only a few days ago, a child, 
supposed to have scarlet fever, was sent here from the Industrial 
School in ( reorgetown. 

I attended, for several years, one of the largest institutions for the 
care of children in the city, and during that time an epidemic, of measles 
one year and of scarlet fever another, broke out there. It never occurred 
to me, or to those in charge, to send the sick children elsewhere for treat- 
ment because they had such diseases. Provision was made for them there, 
ami it. should be so arranged in all kindred establishments. 

We have always in charge a number of cases of chronic ulcers and the 
various forms of syphilitic diseases, whose very presence in a ward is a 
source of continual danger, vitiating the atmosphere, and placing under 
unfavorable conditions tor cure all who may he brought under such in- 
fluence. We have no means, at present, of avoiding this evil, unless 
another ward, similar in size to the white female ward, the interior ar- 
rangements of which could he such as to admit of classification and sep- 
aration, and which would give ample room for all practical purposes, be 
built. Such building was recommended in my annual report lor 1 s77, 
and I am now, after a more extended experience, more than ever im- 
pressed with its necessity. 

The ventilation of the wards is not as perfect, especially in winter, as 
a proper regard for sanitary- conditions calls for. 1 suggest, asthe most 
economical arrangement, that patent ventilators be placed in all the 
wards, and present this suggestion with the full conviction of its neces- 
sity to the health and comfort of the inmates and of the medical officers 
as well. 

J take pleasure in calling attention to the condition of the buildings 
and grounds in the hospital inclosure. The wards are in ♦good order, 
with good beds and. generally, good bedding, with all other suitable 
furniture. They are kept scrupulously clean by frequent scrubbing', 
whitewashing, ami painting, all done by the nurses and such inmates as 
are able to work. The -rounds have been well attended to, and present 
now, as at all times, a neat and pleasing appearance. Several new walks 
have been laid out, and are now finished, which add greatly to the conven- 
ience and beauty of the place. 

A dozen shade-trees, with a few evergreens, would make a useful and 
attractive addition. 

We have always some among the inmates who are able to do light 
work and whose moral and physical condition are bettered by such la- 
bor. AN e avail ourselves of this, and besides keeping the walks trim ami 
clean, the <>i"jsl< <<nt .»t im^.h.,. ±: i . <i a-h ui^nm 
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A hennery has also been started, which, if as successful as it promises 
to be, will, for a portion of the coming- year, do away with an item of 
considerable expense, by supplying all the eggs used in the premises. 

I have always found the sanitary condition of the almshouse and the 
prison to be as good and as well maintained as the 1 generally crowded 
condit ion of those departments will admit. In the shanties, where the 
colored male paupers have their quarters, the beds, bedding, and other 
furniture is of good quality and sufficient, and the inmates appear to be 
comfortable and well provided for. The roof of one of these quarters 
needs repairing, as I have been informed that it leaks badly. 

Those inmates of tin 1 Industrial School in Georgetown who are under 
the charitable care of the District have been visited by me at different 
times as they have required medical attention. As they are but few in 
number, it would be advisable, if there are no special reasons for keep- 
ing them there, to transfer them to this institution. 

it maybe well for me to state my reasons for not furnishing a full 
statistical report from July, 1877, to July of the present year. I was 
unable to do so. from the fact that we were without a record-book from 
the middle of July to the end of October. 1S77, though several requisi- 
tions and repeated personal applications were made for one. The report 
of last year for that period of time was made up mainly from the daily 
prescription -books and other sources not now available. 

i cannot close this report without making gratifying mention of the 
pleasant relations, personal and official, existing between the officers of 
the institution. Mr. Caswell, the commissioner, ami Colonel Faehtz, the 
intendant, have ever been obliging and willing to aid in advancing the 
interests of this department. 

The resident physicians, Drs. Faulkner and Hazen, have discharged 
their onerous and responsible duties with intelligence and zeal. I regret 
that we are to lose the services of Dr. Faulkner. He has made an hon- 
orable record for himself by his efficient executive ability, as well as by 
his skill and judgment in the treatment of the sick. 

Respectfully. cSic. JNO. 1. DYER, M. D., 

Visiting Physician Washington Asylum. 

Geo. A. Caswell. Es<j., 

( 'Om »i ission er \ \ r ash ingto u Asyln m . 

DcatJi statistics. 



Cause of death. 



Tubercular peritonitis . . . 

Ascites 

Phthisis pulmonalis 

Rheumatism, chronic 

inanition 

piarrhoa. chronic .". 

Congestion of longs 

Pneumonia, chronic 

Senile debility 

Marasmus . .\ 

Atelectasis pulnionum . . . 

-Tertiary syphilis 

Carcinoma of breast 

Ambnstlo 

Valvular disease of heart 

£P°pkxy 

•letanns 

Congestion of brain. 

icterus neonatorum 

J neumonia, acute 



— 



2 
1 
1 

14 



— 

I 
E 

s 


Male. 


= 

V 


Total. 


1 




1 


1 


2 


1 


1 




11 


6 


8 


14 




1 




1 


3 


>> 
— 


1 


3 






1 


1 


1 


1 




1 


1 


1 




1 


9 


8 


2 


10 


1 




2 


2 


1 




1 


1 


1 


1 




1 






1 


1 


1 




1 


1 


2 




1 


2 


:i 


I 


1 


5 


l 


1 




1 




1 


1 


2 




1 




1 


l 




2 


2 


39 


29 


24 


53 
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Appendix Q 3. 

FOURTEENTH *n»ff^&&gS^ ^ " 

™* wtat4smaUsbiP ' WASHINGTON, D. C, 

. 1878. 




report of supein»w*«*^"« — Ar v c»:,„vW 

th »t» ssasKSB ^aau. 

oJeffortl during the past year, ami yet we often feel impatient that the 
industrial feature of our ideas so slowly gams ground. 

1 5™ t me" vears we have pressed these ideas on pnblie attention 
w£d Ihe ^earnestness in ourpower, l.y hetures an<l reports, and more 

nnrticiililllv 1>V OUT OWH Workshop. 

9 my£Shed the fact beyond question that our aims are prac- 
ticable and really contribute to the public welfere. \ e we are forced 
to witness the humiliating spectacle ot organizations in otl e r ph m n 
which have followed out our ideas, in the spare of three or vamyem 
grow into large flourishing institutions, with elegant buildings and snr- 
rWdings, affording homes and instruction to hundreds °\ ( ,n . l l l . ; 
while we are compelled by limited means and room to refuse admittance 
to manv cases of destitute applicants, who should by all moans De res- 
cued from their pitiable condition, and not be left to shitt lor themseh ts 
and so ultimately become a burden to the community. 

At the State public school of Michigan, organized m IS, 4, they nave 
gone ten times as far in four years as we have in fourteen, simply because 
the people of Michigan are enthusiastic on the subject of human progress, 
and wise enough to see that it will be money in their pockets in the end 
to educate their dependent children, give them a trade, and so mate 
them useful citizens. 

We all recognize the fact that the greater part of mankind must get a 
living by some sort of handicraft or manual labor; also, that skiliea 
labor commands good wages all over the world, in civilized and uncivil- 
ized countries; also, that in all large communities there are hundreds oi 
dependent children that must be brought up at public expense, or else 
degenerate into confirmed paupers and criminals. , 
Ft is known for a fact by those who have investigated the subject, that 
where children are brought up in large numbers together, in institutions 
devoid of the means of industrial training, both girls and boys are apt to 
turn out badly, and eventually tend towards indolence and helplessness. 
And why not ? They are thrown on the world at an early age, with a 
little schooling, and nothing else; whereas, if they were all taught use- 
ful trades, the whole would be changed. They cannot teach themselves, 
or find places to learn trades; nobody will have them. It is clearly a> 
public duty, and a matter of simple justice to the children, as also cor- 
rect in political economy, to provide the means to teach them how best 
to employ all their faculties. 

The public-school system, with all its great advantages, is felt to oc 
incomplete by its wannest and most intelligent advocates, because it 
lacks industrial training. The minds and brains of the children are tte- 
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veloped, leaving their hands uneducated. At sixteen there are a great 
many bright pupils ; but what can they do f We cannot expect them 
all to be clerks or teachers. 

There is no reason why the responsibilities of this institution should 
devolve upon a few, when it is such a plain public duty to carry the work 
forward. We have all these years received and provided for as many 
as we j>ossibly could, without money and without price, and many young 
men and women of good repute can testify in their own behalf to the 
efficiency of our training. 

Mr. J. M. Wilson, the eminent lecturer on technology, in his able me- 
morial to Congress last year, deplores the lack of industrial education 
throughout the country ; " that the children of respectable parentage are 
drifting into habits of idleness, becoming non-producers, and eventually 
dangerous to the welfare of the country"; and further, "there is no 
remedy for those entirely ignorant of any trade or profession by which 
they can rapport them selves." 

If this be true of children having parents able and willing to provide 
for them, how forcibly does it apply to the class of children we devote 
ourselves more particularly to. 

The report of the Home in Kent, England, organized in 1864, states 
that they have workshops where bread-making, store-keeping, engi- 
neering, printing, tailoring, gardening, painting and glazing, carpenter- 
ing, and farming — ten trades — are taught. The workshops form a part 
of a large central building, which, in addition to the residence of the 
head master and teachers, and committee-rooms, also contains the 
needle-room in charge of a sewing-mistress, the laundry under a -laun- 
dress, and the swimming-bath for all the boys. 

Mr. A. O. Charles, the efficient superintendent of the "Farmingham 
College Homes," in an address to the Lord Mayor of London, reviews 
the subject at length, and advocates the industrial training of depend- 
ent children, and in closing his most eloquent address, bids the children 
to "look up! and as you see so many of your old companions progress- 
ing and prospering in life, resolve, God helping you, that you will leave 
no stone unturned to make yourselves useful men, citizens of a country 
of which you need not be ashamed, and which shall never be ashamed 
of you." The country should so train and develop its dependent chil- 
dren that it may be proud of them under all circumstances. 

Thomas K. Beecher, in considering the subject, says that poverty in- 
jures a boy's prospects more than crime. If a boy will steal a watch, or 
a bolt of silk, he is arrested and sent to an admirable reformatory, where 
the buildings and grounds cost $800,000, where he will be so trained 
and treated that if he knew of any way of getting his own son into that 
institution without his being guilty of a crime, he should not hesitate to 
commit him at once. And yet so little is done to train the helpless in- 
nocent in a like efficient manner. 

The Daily Telegraph, London, June 18, 1878, in an able article on this 
subject, urges upon the attention of the government the necessity of 
providing industrial institutions for the children of drunkards and pau- 
pers, who are doomed to a life of involuntary vagabondage, from which it 
is impossible for them to escape unassisted. 

At a meeting held in Exeter Hall, London, the lord chancellor, address- 
ing a crowded meeting, adverted to the large number of children in that 
metropolis that were wholly unprovided for, a class of boys for whom 
the education in the schools would be of very little use, because indus- 
tries were omitted. 

The whole civilized world is considering this great question, how to 
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, * i + ,. ,i„ ti.P invenile population of cities so that it shall become 
educate andtn un the juvei uie m wmmo nwealth : and we here 

an advantage instead ' f . , ,' Commissioners of the District of 

again present to . y°^ th !Sf Children appealing to m to betaken 

t^^^^S^i, l&gli you to Cong- 

t:t£, « occupy as^-e ^P S ffl ; also a- 
and general "W^^^^JJ^JX distant fnnn the home. 

tt «kt y plliu^CSifyour special scrutiny of the economy we 
. h w 'Ntof the institution intrusted to our charge, 

v l','. t l n fhrt » -I Smta the self-evident extenl of g 1 results 

we ~ WeeSsttyask that yon will, as heretofore, cooperate 
with nsin the good work of preventing crime and pauperism. . 

^e thankinTvou, gentlemen, for the encouragement you have been 
riJSSdtoflSSw ctlCrts with in the past, we also beg here to tender 
, l Z 1 Ml b : nents for the uniform courtesy shown our institution by your 
Se^Ssioner of the Washington Asylum and Ins .Me assist- 

^Sfte board of managers of the Industrial Home 8cl 1 of 

the 'District of Columbia. ^ w BLACKFORD, 

Secretary, 

The Bon. COMMISSIONEBS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 



ANNUAL REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT AND MATRON OF INDUSTRIAL 
■ HoME SCHOOL. 

On the 1st of February last we took charge of the school, and from 
the time of the last report to that date we can say nothing. 

At that time we found registered on the hooks of the institution as 
inmates 27 boys and 10 girls. Since the 1st of February to the present 
time there have been 17 children admitted, making the total number ot 
children cared for during the year. 56. 

Out of this number homes have been found for :> girls — all have been 
fortunate in procuring good homes — 1 died, 1 in hospital, 3 removed by 
parents, together with 3 children of our own, making a total at present 
of boys and 15 girls, or is in all. 

Of the larger boys 13 have worked in the shop at different times, ana 
during school vacation 11 have been regularly employed there. 

AVe also endeavor to teach the children elements of fanning, garden- 
ing, and fruit-raising, which, had we greater facilities, might be advan 
tageously enlarged upon. 

The girls are employed about the house in sewing, dining-room work, 
and other household duties. 

Since the commencement of the school-year 17 of the boys attend the 
Georgetown public schools, and 11 of the smaller boys with 12 girls 
attend gratuitously, by the kind invitation of the principal, the private 
school of Miss Rosa N our sc. 

For the nine months of our stay here, the general health of the chil- 
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dren has been good, although we have had some sickness and one death; 
vet we have been very fortunate, for we have had one case each of 
measles and whooping-cough, which were kept isolated from the rest, so 
that no other children took the disease. 

It gives us pain to record the death of Ida May Lord, an interesting 
little girl of 5 years, who died very suddenly August 23 of diphtheria 
and membranous croup. It was one of those malignant cases where 
human aid seemed unavailing. Everything was done for the little sufferer 
that could be, but nothing could save, and death claimed her, and we 
trust she has gone to Ilim who will fold her in His arms and carry her 
in His bosom. 

The children are all being taught vocal music each evening in the 
week, and have made good progress. Many of them have fine voices. 
One of the larger boys, whose education has been sadly neglected, is 
taught every evening at home, and seems to appreciate the opportunity 
and applies himself very diligently to study. 

On the 4th of duly the children were provided with a bountiful din- 
ner, and in the evening they had a fine display of fire- works with which 
they were highly delighted, all under tin 1 direction of the foreman of 
the shop. 

On the 26th of dune we received from the Commissioners a good, serv- 
iceable horse, to use on the place, which we are very thankful for, and 
will 1m 1 of great service to us in putting in our early crops next season. 

There has been raised and consumed a good supply of early vegeta- 
bles, such as potatoes, pease, beans, squashes, cucumbers, tomatoes, and 
every prospect of a winter supply of turnips, rutabagas, and cabbage, 
although much better crops would he realized if more fertilizers were 
used. 

Aside from the vast amount of weekly mending done for the institu- 
tion, there lias been for the hoys two suits each, for summer and winter 
clothes, overhauled, cleaned, and repaired. 

In addition to this, there have been 290 new garments made, consist- 
ing of coats, pants, shirts, sheets, dresses — requiring 790 yards of mate- 
rial; 202 yards summer cloth forDoys,295 yards unbleached muslin, 51 
yards gingham, 65 yards of toweling, 12 yards canton-flannel, 80 yards 
calico, 30 yards plaid for girls' dresses, 40 yards of drilling*, 15 yards 
paper muslin : besides the smaller articles of pins, needles, buttons, &c. 

Before concluding 1 this report, we must again call attention to the 
building which we occupy : not only to its unsafe and dangerous condi- 
tion — for it has seemed many times the past summer, during some of the 
high winds, as though the structure would tumble to the ground — but 
aiso to the lack of suitable play-rooms for the children in cold weather, 
a bath-room, and, also, other inconveniences the building presents for 
carrying on a work of this kind. 

We are not unmindful of the great responsibility resting upon us 4 in 
the discharge of our duties of caring for the unfortunate children placed 
under our care, and we feel that possibly " we may have done some 
things we ought not to have done, and left undone some things we ought 
to have done"; still, what has been done has been conscientiously per- 
formed, in like manner as we would bring' up our own children, and we 
must say we think there has been a very noticeable improvement in the 
behavior and condition of the children, and still hope, through the aid 
and assistance of Him who holds our destinies in his hand, to so conduct 
ourselves, by precept and example, that the little waifs whose characters 
are being molded by our example may see and learn that it is safer and 
better to lead honest and truthful lives than to take an opposite course. 
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Appended hereto will be found a list of the names of the children be- 
londntr to the home, with age and parentage of each. 

fe 8 L. BAKNES, Superintendent 

K. BARNES, Matron. 

The Board of Managers. 



Name. 



Charles Armstrong 

Harry Brown 

Andrew Berger 

George Berger 

John Carroll 

Thomas Carroll 

John Clarke 

Charles Carroll 

John Carroll 

Willie Conollv 

Frank Cook 

Willie Dooley 

John Davis 

Leonard Davis 

Kandolph Ellis 

Joseph Ellis 

Harry Esk ridge 

Arnold (mines 

Charles Gingle 

William Gingle 

Walter Hill.. 

William King 

William Kemey 

Edwin Kenn y 

Harry Kerne; 

Edward Frank Lord .... 
Walter Mavhew 



Age. 



Parentage. 



Name. 



12 


Father \ 


15 


Mother 


11 


. . .do 


6 


...do 


14 


... do 


9 




13 


...do 


7 


Father and 




mother. 


5 


...do 


10 


...do .... 


12 


Mother ... 


10 


...do . 


10 


Father . . . . ' 


8 


. . do ; 


14 


Mother ... 


11 


... do 


10 


...do 


13 


... do 


10 


...do 


9 


• do 


12 


Father.... 


10 


Orphan . .. 


12 


Father and 




mother. 


10 


... do 


9 


...do 


4 


Mother . . . 


11 





Jehu Noakes . . . 

James Noakes 

Willie Oswell... 
Willie Reynolds 
Geo. Van Sciver 

George Wanner 
Charles Wilson - 
Isabella Acton. . 



Jennie Bright well 

Mary Brigntwell 

[aahell J. i Jonelly 

Mai v I lai ke 

( reorgiaima Bskridge 
Alice Eskridge 

Annie Fitz Morris 

Carrie V. Hill 

Sarah A . Lord 

Ida May Lord 

Kate B. Maddux 

EllieC. Maddux 

Mary Kollbonter 

Louisa Kidlhui uer. . . 
Jennie Oswell 



Lillie Oswell 

Georgianna Oswell 
Pauline Peters — 



Age. 



8 
5 
9 
8 
14 
12 
10 
13 

11 

9 
10 
11 

10 

g 

15 
14 
9 
f> 
7 
5 
8 
6 



Mother. 

Do. 
Father. 
Mother. 

Orphan. 

1)0. 

Do. 
Father. 

Mother. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Orphan. 
Father. 
Mother. 

Do. 

Do. 

Da 

Do. 

Do. 
Father. 

Do. 
Do. 
Mother. 



1 Deceased. 



REPORT OF INDUSTRIAL HOME SCHOOL SHOP FROM OCTOBER 98, 1877, « 

OCTOBER 89, 1878. 

Articles nmiiutactured: Tree-boxes, 4,200 ; tree-stakes, 47,0.50; build 
ere bracket* and medallions, 248 ; taming, wrong-frames, making tables, 
caning chairs, and all sorts of miscellaneous jobbing. 

< ,', u llaml : ° lle stwim engine and boiler : one mortising-inachine; 
™S™ ; one «nall scroll-saw ; two turning-lathes : one tenoning 

iri wJ ^ 6p 25 er n l , saw ; one molding-machine ; five cutters; two 
f^f^stones, and an assortment of band-tools. 

Whole number of days work 'done by boys, J ,200. 
flSxJ? ( one in the workshop, considering the great 

S 1 nib U ' ^ h ,\ COntend wit1 ' M>d having so far to walk, 
it KaZ^S ^ K ' h , Con ^ 8 « so kindly gave us is so worn out tha 
hs wo S ' 1. : ] n ' K ' , " a "' ls °" ir - w «™ increased facilities offered 
dren su as 2 bJ i ' m8tTOCt «™tuitouslya much larger class at** 
public sehoote. ^commended to as by the superintendent ot 

w.^SLSS^l A'"' C i tiZeD8 0f Washington and Georgetown that 
thatto ffii to^T- WOrk in ■* moderate prices, am 

nable sunnort tn » ™ manufactures, but also arc rendermgvai 
oft!,,,,!!,!, 1 '' Bort Irving institution laboring in the interests 

, A. REMY, 
Superintendent of Shop. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDING OCTOBER 30, 1378. 

Receipt*. 



Date. 



1877. 



Oct. 


30 


Nov. 


15 


Dec. 


27 




29 


187a 


Jan. 


14 


Feb. 


20 


Alar. 


9 




23 


Apr. 


5 


May 


1 


in 




27 


June 


8 




29 


Jnly 


19 


Aug. 


8 


Oct. 


•>.> 
— 



Cash on hand 

Tables manufactured 

Maintenance of paupers 

Tree-boxes and stakes 

Tree-stakes 

Maintenance for November. 
Tret -boxes ami stakes 



Maintenance for December 

Tables and mop-handles 

Christmas collections. 

Maintenance for January 

Maintenance for February 

Tree-boxes and stakes 

Bookshelves 

Donations, membership fees, See 

Tree-boxes and stakes 

Tree-boxes and stakes 

Maintenance 

Tree-boxes and stakes 

Maintenance 

Tree-stakes 

Maintenance 

First installment of appropriation by Congress. 

Maintenance 

Tree-boxes and stakes 

Maintenance 



Amount. 



$9 71 
10 00 
97 65 
80 00 
160 00 
105 00 
80 00 

130 20 
24 00 

19 35 
130 20 
117 00 
368 00 

13 00 

20 71 
030 20 
510 00 
126 00 
255 00 
130 20 

80 00 
120 00 
3, 000 00 
130 20 
625 00 
126 00 



Total 7,09102 



Exp< nditures. 




1 

2 

a 

4 

6 
6 

n 
i 

8 
!( 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
1* 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
83 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 



Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Dec. 

Dec. 

Dee 

Dec, 

Dec 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Jan. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Feb. 

Feb. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Apr. 

Apr. 

Apr. 

Apr. 

Apr. 

Apr. 

Apr. 

Apr. 

Apr. 

Apr. 

Apr. 

Apr. 

Apr, 

Apr. 



15. 1877 

15, 1877 

16, 1877 
16, 1X77 
21, 1*77 
29, 1X77 
29, 1877 
31, 1877 
31, 1877 
31, 1*77 
31, 1*77 
14. 1878 

14, 1*7* 

15, 1878 
20, 1X7X 

20, 1878 
20, 1878 
21, 1878 

1, 1878 
9, 1878 

21, 1878 
23, 1878 
23, 1878 | 
23, 1878 ! 
23, 1878 | 

5, 1878 | 
5, 1878 
5, 1878 
5, 1878 I 
5, 1878 ' 

5, 1878 

6, 1878 
6, 1878 
6, 1878 
6, 1878 
6, 1878 
6, 1878 
9, 1X78 
9, 1X78 

18, 1878 



Four weeks' wages of foreman, ending November 17 

Shop rent 

Peter May. for bread 

Bnokey St Co.. groceries 

Thomas W. Smith, on lumber account 

B. Nordlinger, shoes 

Bnokey & Co., groceries 

J. H. Newman, superintendent, salary matron and servant for October 

A. Remy, foreman, four weeks' wages 

J. H. Newman, salary, See., for November 

Peter May. tor bread' 

do 

Jf. W. Burchell. tea 

J. If. Newman 

Coal for shop. J. Weissbrod 

Four weeks' wages of A. Remy, foreman 

Sundries 

I). P. Jackson, cow feed 

Buckey & Co., groceries 

John Wills, bread 

Buckey & Co., groceries 

A. Remy, foreman, eight weeks' wages 

Hire of servant and sundries 

Emma Freeman, service 

Thomas W. Smith, lumber 

Buckey & Marbury, hardware 

Mayfield & Heistou, fuel 

Joseph Weaver, for meat 

B. Is ordlinger, shoes 

R. Brace, drugs and medicines 

D. B. Jackson, feed 

A. Remy, foreman, four weeks' wages 

Sundries, wood, plowing, &c 

S. T. Brown, dry goods 

George W. Moore, repairing wagon 

Buckey & Co., groceries 

John Wills, bread 

L. Barnes, superintendent, salary 

W. F. Seymour, caps 

J. L. Davis, rent for shop, two months 



$48 00 
21 00 

38 88 
29 95 

100 00 
76 75 
50 00 

39 66 
48 00 
39 66 
38 40 
43 68 
21 00 
99 32 
35 00 
48 00 

13 03 

14 77 
20 00 
35 84 
54 61 
96 00 
26 51 

8 00 
250 00 

20 00 
100 00 
100 00 

75 00 

20 00 
11 70 
48 00 

21 25 
100 00 

10 00 
35 85 
38 96 
25 

6 37 
42 00 
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Expenditures — Continued. 




- 




E 




<- 






41 ' 




42 




4^ 




44 




45 




46 




47 




471 




is 




4'J 




50 




.",1 

sa 




53 

54 




55 




66 




57 




58 




M 




CO 




61 




02 

63 




64 




65 




66 




67 




68 




60 




70 




71 




72 




73 



74 

75 
76 
77 
78 
79 
80 



May 3,1878 
May 4,1878 
May 1". 1878 
May 13, 1878 
May 16. 1878 
May 17. 1878 
May 27. 1878 
June 1878 
June 12, 1878 
.Juiie 12, l. v 78 
June 13, 1878 ' 
June 13, 1878 
Julv 13. 1878 
Julv 13, 1878 
Julv 15. 1878 
.Julv 15, 1878 
Julv 16. 1878 
Julv 16,1878 
Julv 16, >78 
Julv 10, 1878 
Julv 16 1878 
July 16. 1878 
Julv 16 1878 
Julv 16. 1*7* 
Julv If-. 1*78 
July If-. 1878 
Julv 16. 1*78 
Julv 16. 1878 
July 16. 1878 
July 10. 1878 
Julv 1«>. l*7s 
July 16. 1*78 
Julv 16. 1878 
Julv 16. 1878 
July 16. 1878 
Julv 16 I 1 *"* 
Julv 16. 1878 
Julv 16. 1878 
Julv 16. 1878 
Julv 16. i*7h 
July 16. 1878 



ThomM W. Smith, lumber - 

Robinson Bros., machinery remrfM.... ^"lll-Y 
L Barnes superintendent, salary, \c. and servani 



81 Julv 16. 187i 

82 1 July 17, 187* 

83 | Julv 17. 1878 

84 Julv 17. 1878 

85 i July 18, 1878 
Julv 18. 1878 
July 19. ]s7s 
Julv 10. 1*78 
July lit. 1878 



Hi 

87 

hs 
89 
90 
91 
92 
93 
04 
05 
96 
97 
68 
90 
100 
101 

id-: 

1(13 
104 
105 
100 
107 
108 
166 



John Wills, bread 

D. B. Jackson, feed.. - 

V Remy, four weeks wages, at |16.«J 

Buokey ft Co., groceries 

Thomas W. Smith, lumber - ■ 

L Barnes, superintendent, seamstress and servant 

John Wills, bread • - 

\. Bemy, wages to June 1, four weeM 

Flushing bits, 66.16, and sundries 

A. Bemy, wages, four weeks 

Sundries 

John Wills, bread - vv* 

L. Barnes, superintendent, laundry and seamstress 

L. Moore, wagon cap bah- 

J. B.Wells, m wing-machine repairing y 

John H. Nock, crockery 

J. W.Coon, paper-hanging • 

Railroad tare of buys sent to Virginia 

William Jordan, repairing bedsteads 

Insurance to December 1, 1*78 

F. 1>. Keyworth, groceries 

William" Reynolds, eleven weeks, fee 

William Reynolds, >ix weeks 

J. H. Newman, tinal settlement 

William Keynolds. six weeks 

P. May, bread - 

L. Barnes, superintendent and plowing 

William Keynolds. six weeks 

J. H. chew, organ 

William Keynolds. 9 weeks and clothing 

Sundries for L. Barnes 

William Reynolds 

P. Heirs & Co., balance on lumber 

William F. Seymour, hats 

Buckey fe Co.. groceries (in final settlement to July 1) . 

Mayfield ft Hieston, fuel 

Dr." Brace, druns. paints, fee 

W. Nordlinger, clothing (balance account) 

E. K. Lundy, fire-bricks 

S. T. Brown, dry goods 

Buckey ft Marburv. hardware 

Joseph Weaver, meat (tO'July 1) 

Memmerl ft Korff, stove, fee 

Thomas W. Smith, balance on lumber 

Dr. A. I>. Shekell. medical attendance 

Robinson fe Bros., repairs to engine 

F. L. Moore, seeds 



B. Nordlinger . 
A. Remy, foreman, four weeks 



July 'JO. 1878 
July 27, 1878 

July 30. 1878 Jas. L. Davis, shop-rent to July 1, 1878, eight months 

Robinson Bros., repairs 

Buckey ft Co., groceries for July 

John Wills, bread for July 

L. Barnes, superintendent, salary, seamstress, sad two laundresses. 

L. Barnes, salary «»f superintendent, matron. <fcc 

A. Remy, on account or wages 

John W ills, bread for August 

Buckey ft Marbury, hardware 

John w ills, bread foi September 

Buckey ft Co.. groceries (August and September) 

A. Bemy, twelve weeks, to October 19, fee 

L. Barnes, salary of superintendent, matron, See 



Aug. 1. 1878 
Aug. 3, 1878 
Aug. 3. 1*78 
Aug. 7. Is7* 
Sept 9, 1*7* 
Sept. 10, 1878 
Sept. 19, 1878 
Oct. 2.1*7* 
Oct. 8, 1*7* 
25, 1878 

25, 1878 

26, 1878 
30. IsT* 
36, 1878 
30, 1878 
30, 1*7* 



Oct. 
O t. 
Oct. 
Oct 
Oct 
Oct 
Oct. 



Oct. 30. 1878 



John Weissbrod, coal for shop 

w. W. Robinson, repair of boiler . . 
Joseph Weaver, meat to October 1. 

John Wills, bread for October 

William Daw. one set cart-harness. 



Total expenditures. 
Cash on hand 



Total 



$506 00 
20 00 
33 00 

36 00 
13 06 

42 00 
100 00 
150 00 

43 00 

37 20 
42 00 
23 35 

42 00 

10 18 

38 40 

43 00 
8 00 
3 60 
7 25 

11 07 
' 5 86 

7 50 

12 50 
20 30 
49 50 
27 00 
68 78 
27 00 
40 96 
52 50 
27 00 

39 00 

52 00 
20 00 
42 00 

100 00 
22 87 

266 01 

104 00 
12 07 
60 75 
16 40 

282 74 

53 16 
297 12 

3'* 02 
600 00 

10 00 
29 75 

11 57 
67 70 
42 00 

168 00 
35 00 
62 28 

39 68 
62 00 
62 00 
20 00 

40 96 
51 05 
32 48 

130 10 
128 10 
62 00 
31 50 
19 27 
127 98 
34 72 
13 00 



6, 819 08 
271 94 



7,091 02 



Respectfully submitted. 



M. V. BUCKEY, Treasurer. 



— 
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s 

Office of the Chief of Engineers, 

Washington, D. C, October 21, 1878. 

Sir : In compliance with the request contained in your letter of the 
17th instant (No. 8811), addressed to Lieut. Col. T. L. Casey, Corps of 
Engineers, I beg to transmit herewith a letter from that officer, dated 
18th instant, containing estimates for the bridges in his charge for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1879, and also estimates made for the Wash- 
ington Aqueduct for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1879, and for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1880. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

II. G. WEIGHT, 
Acting Chief of Engineers. 

Hon. s. L. Phelps, 

President Hoard of Commissioners of the District of Columbia. 



Office of Public Buildings anb Grounds, 

and Washington Aqueduct, 
Washington, I). C, October 18, 1878. 

General: I have the honor to inclose herewith a communication 
from the Commissioners of the District, dated October 17, 1878, and 
numbered by them 8814. 

The estimates made for the bridges in my charge for the fiscal year 
ending dune 30, 1879, were as follows: (See page 138, Book of Esti- 
mates.) 

Care and repair of bridges: 

Ordinary care <»t' Benning's, Anacostia, and Chain bridges, including fuel, 

oil, lamps, matches, &G $1,200 00 

Replanking Chain bridge 2,500 00 

Extensive repairs to Benning's bridge 2,500 00 

Raising embankments <>f Anacostia bridge and riprapping piers and abut- 
ments :j,ooo oo 



Total 9,200 00 

The amount appropriated by Congress for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1ST!), was as follows (see vol. 20, Statutes at Large, page 221): For 
care and repair of bridges, $l,O00. 

The estimates made for the said bridges for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1880, were as follows: 

Care and repair of bridges : 
Ordinary care of Benning's, Anacostia, and Chain bridges, including fuel and oil. $1, 200 

For replanking and painting Chain bridge 2, 500 

For repairs upon Benning's bridge and its causeways 2,500 

For raising embankments of Anacostia bridge and riprapping piers and abut- 
ments 3,000 

Total 9,200 

The estimates made for the Washington Aqueduct for the fiscal year 
jndiiig June 30, 1879, were as follows: (See Book of Estimates, page 

Washington Aqueduct : 

Engineering, maintenance, and general repairs $20, 000 

Commencing construction of the dam at Great Falls across the Virginia chan- 
nel of the Potomac 50, 000 

Improving grounds aroimd-gate keepers dwelling at the receiving reservoir. 1, 000 
Building wooden fence around the government land at the receiving reser- 
Toir ' 7,000 



240 REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS OF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

min , .o^ing, and jeeding the embankment and •xc.r* ^ m 

*S n ^^^ n.000 

c^SSSa^rfto^'^" 

116, OM 

Total 

T..o appropriation made toggm for £rt F« «*»^» 

^T^tiSSTmade for the Washington Aqueducl for the fiscal ym 

ending June 30, 1880, were as follows: 

Washington Aqueduct: ^ 

For enffineering, maintenance, and general repairs • ••« - • • • 

teS3« the construction ofthe dam at Great Falls acroaa the \ lr- ^ ^ 

Fofnu^f^^ i f000 
reservoi r ...... - .... •••••« •••••• .... .. ... 

For building wooden fence around the government land at the receiving- 7 m 

Fot somng,' sodding,' and gr^ni the embankment, and excavating alopes ^ ^ 

ofthe distributing-reservoir and conduit - ■-•:**"*"" 

ForbuildinKa wrought-iron truss-bridge over the waste-cnanneJ <>t ia« re- ^ fl 



ceivmg-reservoir - 

For building an overfall oyer the connecting conduit for fcne waete-cnannei 

of the receiving reservoir to* 000 

For continuing tne macadamizing of the conduit road '_ " 

Total W ' M 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOS. LINCOLN CASEY, 
Lieutenant-Colonel of Engineirs, I . & 4. 

Lt. Ool. H. G-. Weight, 

Bren t Major- General , Acting Chief of Engineers. 



\ REPORT OF OPERATIONS OF THE ENGINEER DEPARTMENT. 

UNDER THE DIRECTION OF MAJ. W. ,T. TWINING, (OKI'S OF ENGINEERS, U.S.A., 
COMMISSIONER OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Engineer Department, 

District of Columbia, 
Washington, November 15, 187& 
Major: I have the honor to submit herewith a report, with accom- 
panying tables, ofthe work done by the engineer department since tne 
date Of the last annual report of the Commissioners of the District oi 
Columbia. 

The tables are divided to include in the first set the conclusion of the 
work of the former Commission, and in the second, the work of the en- 
gineer department as organized under your direction July 1, l^ 8 ; , itn 
Hnl S \ n !7 T ork has been "iHlertaken, the cost of the Bttbs^ 
o^Jl f 8 ^ n l block8 ™& asphaltum for the worn-out wood pavement, 
constituting the great bulk of the expenditure. 
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This has been effected at a notable reduction in the price and con- 
siderable improvement in the quality of the work. The specifications 
for these pavements are appended herewith and have been rigidly en- 
forced. Some danger appeared to threaten them in the outset from the 
claims of patentees and owners of patent-rights, but these have been 
successfully defied, and tin 4 days of patent pavements are numbered if 
the experience of the District of Columbia be repeated elsewhere. In 
respect to the asphaltum pavements it is only necessary to say that the 
class of pavement which has been held tenaciously at $3.78 to $4.75 per 
square yard for several years is now laid at $1.75 per square yard in 
(lie best manner and of the very best material, with a fair margin of 
profit to the contractor. A further economy may be effected in this 
class of work, and facility and certainty of proper maintenance by re- 
pairs, if taken in hand by the District government and withheld from 
contract. 

I venture to renew the recommendation of my last annual report as 
engineer of the District of Columbia of 1877, premising that the appoint- 
ment of a competent expert has already been made by you, and has been 
largely instrumental in breaking the power of the combinations of con- 
tractors. (See Appendix S 8.) 

" For want of proper care these pavements are rapidly deteriorating, 
and should it be found impossible to provide the means of maintaining 
them in proper condition, it will be necessary to return to stone. The 
greater part of these pavements can be advantageously covered with a 
much better quality of wearing-surface than that of the original pave- 
ment, and the subsequent cost of maintenance may be somewhat 
reduced. The bituminous, monolithic pavements are a luxury, how- 
ever, and must be kept in good older at the price of a luxury, or aban- 
doned for something more durable. I have heretofore recommended 
that the District assume the work of putting down these pavements 
and keeping them in repair, without resort to contract, employing skilled 
labor and purchasing the necessary material. I renew this recommen- 
dation, and am satisfied that the system would be found more econom- 
ical and satisfactory in every respect than the contract work, with its 
multiplicity of patents, meaning nothing and describing everything 
except the pavements laid under them. It will be necessary to employ 
a thoroughly competent expert to superintend this work and to pur- 
chase suitable machinery." 
10 c D 
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Summary statement of the various District markets. 



Markets. 

Eastern ami Northeastern market 

Total 
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3, 024 00 

1. 127 OG 


$1,508 00 
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1,200 do 
0:5:5 28 


$1. 587 88 
841 10 
1,137 52 
382 58 


8561 60 
528 .">0 
:}7."> 00 

324 78 


85, 804 88 
2, 962 53 
4, 701 52 
1, 510 52 


$2, 004 00 
1, 910 50 
1, 57.". 00 
1,285 06 


12, 090 \\.\ 


5, 020 88 :<, 040 12 


1, 787 88 14, 0:!!) 45 


0.841 IG 



ASSESSMENTS FOB SPECIAL IMPROVEMENTS. 

There was passed a1 the last session of Congress the following act: 

\.\ ACT to provide tor the revision and correction of assessments for special Improvements in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and for other purposes. 

Bi it enacted by the Senate and House of "Representatives of the United states of America ' 
in Congress assembled, That the Commissioners of the District of Columbia be, and they 
sire hereby, directed t<> enforce the collection, according to existing Laws, of all assess- 
ments for special improvements prepared under an net of the legislative assembly of 
August tenth, eighteen hundred and seventy-one, as charges upon the property bene- 
fited by the Improvements in respect to which said assessments were made: Provided,. 
Thai upon complaint being made to the Commissioners, within thirty days from the 
passage of this act, of erroneous <>r excessive charges in respect to any of said assess- 
ments which remain unpaid, said Commissioners are hereby authorized to revise such 
assessments so complained of, and to correct the same; and where certificates of as- 
sessment have been issued, they shall issue to the holder of such certificate a draw- 
back-certificate for the amount of such erroneous or excessive charges, which certifi- 
cates shall be received at any time in payment of assessments for special improvements, 
and they shall be redeemed in the manner prescribed for the redemption and purchase 
oi certificates, as provided by an .act of the legislative assembly of May twenty-ninth, 
eighteen hundred and seventy-three, entitled "An act for extending the time of pay- 
ment of special assessments, and for other purposes," after the provision for the pur- 
chase and redemption of certificates named in said act shall have been fnllv carried 
out. 

Approved, June 19, 1878. 

A liberal construction of this law has extended its benefits to all spe- 
cial assessments, whether made by the board of public works or the 
Commissioners of the District of Columbia, and including the assess- 
ments for work completed by the board of public works under contract s 
biade by their predecessors, the corporation government.. 

At present, the only classes of persons deriving any advantage from 
this law are the holders of lien-certificates upon property which has not 
paid the tax and the owners of this property, the latter having the right 
to redeem the lien-certificates by the payment of the tax, less the draw- 
back, with interest. 

The revision of assessments has been made to include all classes, and 
the additi onal drawback-certificates can be issued whenever authorized. 

The rules adopted by the Commissioners to govern this revision are 
given herewith, and their application thus far is shown by the following 
statement : 
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Table showing revised assessment of squares in the District of Columbia. 



X'o. Kiitc. 



By whom assessed. 



Squares. 



3 
4 



Aug. 
'Aug. 
Aug. 
Nov. 

5 Aug. 
<» Aug. 
7 Aug. 

6 Dec. 



1. 1*71 

1, 1S71 

2, 1*71 
17. 1871 

1*71 
I, 1871 
1, 1*71 
4,1*71 



!> July 29. 1S71 

W Oct 0, 1871 

11 Nov. 3,1871 

12 Sept. 25, 1871 



L3 
14 
1.') 
16 
17 
18 

l!t 

20 

•21 

22 

28 

24 

25 
20 



2! I 
30 
31 



Mel. 
<>< t. 

Dec. 

Sept 

Nov. 

Jan. 

Aug. 

Aim. 

Nov. 

Aug. 



6. 1*71 

o. 1871 

23, 1*71 
13. 1*71 
23. 1*71 
12. 1*72 
3. 1*71 

2, 1*71 
22. 1*71 

3. 1871 



Aug. 3.1*71 
<><t. 30,1*71 

Aug. 1,1*71 



Aug. 

Dec. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

July 

July 



1, 1*71 
16, 1*71 
7, 1*71 
2. 1 87 1 
2*. 1*71 
2*, 1,-71 



32 July 28, 1*71 

33 Aug. 3,1*71 



34 
3.', 
36 



Aug. 
May 
June 
July 
Julj 
Aug. 
4" .July 



311 



41 

42 
43 
44 
4.') 
46 
47 
48 
41» 
60 
51 



54 

DO 

56 

•■•7 

58 
59 
tio 
til 
62 
63 

64 
(T) 
tic. 
67 
71 



May 
Aug. 
June 
July 

'IlUIC 



3, 1871 

4. 1*71 
30, 1871 
29, 1*71 
29, 1*71 

2. 1*71 

29, 1871 

4. 1*72 
6, 1*71 

30, 1871 
29, 1871 
30, 1871 



July 

July 

July 

I >ct 

Aug. 

Apr. 

Aug. 

A ug, 

Aug. 

Aug. 

A ug, 

Aug 

Aug. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Aug. 
Aug. 

Aug. 
A ug. 

Aug. 

A Ug, 
Aug. 



27,1.-71 
12, 1*71 

2!>, 1*71 . 

6,1871 
31, 1*71 
10. 1*72 

3. 1*71 . 

3,1*71 . 

7,1*71 . 

7. 1*71 . 

7. 1*71 . 

7.1*71 

7.1871 . 
25, 1*71 

25, 1*71 . 

14. 1S71 . 

12,1871 . 

12.1*71 . 

7. 1*71 . 

7.1*71 . 

7.1*71 . 

14.1871 . 



EL D. Cooke, governor 21,20,18,17,39 

do 139, 161, 110, 42, 44 

<lo 110, 1(2, 154 

No. of 177,176,128 

EL D. Cooke, governor 177,152,153,133 

do 203. 204, 205, 206, 207, 208. . . 

do 20*, 209, 210 

do 860, 334, 308, no. of 278, 861. 

no. of 242. 

do 2*0,317, 344, 403. 404. 42*. 453 

Edwin L. Stanton, act- 557, 619 

big governor. 

.do 620, 557. 021 

B. L Stanton, noting 622,621,620,619 

governor. 

do 073,620.672 

do 621,620 

EL I). ( !ooke, governor 634 

do 675, 676 

do 815,889, 690 

<lo 743,no.of743,740,738,701,699 

<lo 71"), 713, 714, 716, 750. 

do 749,748 

do 941 

do 10*9.1100, N.B.of 1113, 1112, 

108*. X. of 1017. S. Of 1015. 

do 1017 

E. L. Stanton, acting 1041. S. of 1039, 1061, 1074, 

governor. 1073, 1060, 1039, 1040. 

EL D.Cooke, governor 210,211.312. X. of 337,337. 

310, 364, 311,279. 

do 336 

do S. of 395, 396, X. of 420, 420 . 

do 74, 75 

do 775, 807, 881, 806, 774. 749 

do 179, 17* 

do 177, 176, 175, 150, 149, S. of 

188, 1*9, X. of 1*9. 1**. 

do 174 

do X. of 189. 189, 190, 191, 192, 

193 194. 

do L94, 8. of 195, K of 196, 196 . 

do 223,224, 225 

do 347,348 

do 344,317.285 

do 286 

do 209 

do 303, 272. 273, 235. 203. 204. 

440. 475. 

do 224,225 

do 281 

do 377,378, 379 

do 427, 42*, 403, 404 

do 377, 37*. 379 

do 405,429 

do 776 

do 776, 832, 858, 8*9. *0* 

-.do 452,453 

..do 634,685.! 

..do 694 

. .do 696, X". of 699, 703 

..do 946. 947. 974. 969, 96* 

..do 673,972,971,970,867,943,942 



Amount of Amount of 



.do 467 

.do 498 

.do 411 

.00 469 

.dB 582 

-do 408 

.do 497 

.do S. of 415,415,414,467 

-do 587, 588, refl. C, 351, no. of 

851, 595, 049. 

-do 412,472. .".44, 594 

-do 1, 5, 25 

.do 26, 38, 52, 53, 54 

do 78, 168, 169 

-do 320. 327, 328. 299, 300. 353 



original as- 
sessment. 



$4, 798 44 
7, 372 66 
3,244 49 
3, 107 59 

4, 873 33 
7, 478 26 

3, 500 34 

5, 022 49 

1. 580 71 

4, 078 35 

7. 050 04 

5, 305 69 

4, 932 37 
3, 853 94 
1, 221 50 
1, 816 85 
1, 305 33 

6, 630 95 

5, 090 20 
2,815 18 

812 54 
5. 641 34 



revised as 
sessment. 



$1, 599 48 
2, 457 55 
1, 081 47 
1, 035 86 

1, 624 44 

2, 492 75 
1, 166 78 
1, 874 16 

526 90 

1, 359 45 

2, 352 01 
1, 788 56 

1, 644 12 

1, 284 65 
407 17 
605 62 
435 11 

2, 210 32 
1, 69b 73 

93* 39 
270 85 
1,880 45 



1,270 61 423 54 
2, 859 55 



8, 578 65 
8, 628 35 

1,119 99 

2, 094 23 
1, 916 92 
5 204 5* 

3, 998 25 
8,052 (i!) 

1.451 10 

6, 022 68 

1,972 82 

5, 795 3* 
1,419 5* 
3, 516 05 
I, 625 54 
1,612 41 

7. 900 22 

1, 532 68 
1.617 94 
1,017 62 

3, 744 88 
269 44 

1. 176 24 
1. 528 81 
4, 108 72 

4, 506 00 
:;. 230 3* 
1.764 84 
2,742 70 
4,231 30 
4, 959 28 
1,027 27 

903 64 
755 39 
1,323 73 

1, 278 31 
1,621 5* 
1.763 82 

2. S22 86 

6, 090 64 

4, 822 68 
2, 002 08 
2, 068 54 
2, 215 88 

5, 976 55 



2, 876 12 

373 33 
898 0* 
638 97 
1, 734 86 

1, 332 75 

2, 684 23 

483 70 

2, 007 56 

657 61 
1,931 79 
473 19 



l.tf 



03 



541 85 
537 47 
2. 033 41 

510 89 

539 31 
339 21 

1, 248 29 
89 81 

392 08 

509 00 
1, 301) r.7 
1, 502 22 
1, 070 79 

5*8 

914 
1. 410 43 

1. 053 09 
342 42 
301 21 
251 80 
441 24 
420 10 

540 53 
5*7 94 
940 95 

2, 030 21 



2* 
23 



1, 007 50 
887 36 
689 51 
738 63 

1, 992 18 



Differ- 
ence. 



$3, 198 96 
4, 915 11 
2, 162 95 

2, 071 73 

3, 248 89 

4, 985 51 

2, 333 56 

3, 748 33 

1, 053 81 

2, 718 90 

4, 704 03 

3, 577 13 

3, 288 25 

2, 569 29 
814 33 

1, 211 23 
870 22 
4,420 63 

3, 393 47 
1, 876 79 

541 69 
3, 760 89 

847 07 

5, 719 10 

5, 752 23 

746 66 
1,796 15 
1, 277 95 

3, 469 72 
2,665 50 
5, 368 46 

967 40 

4, 015 12 

1, 315 21 
3,863 59 

946 39 

2, 344 03 
1, 083 69 
1, 074 94 

5, 266 81 

1, 021 79 

1, 078 63 
678 41 

2, 496 59 
179 63 
784 16 

1, 019 21 
2,739 15 

3, 004 44 
2. 153 59 
1, 176 

1, 828 

2, 820 87 
3,306 19 

684 85 
602 43 
503 59 
8*2 
852 
1,081 
1, 175 88 
1, 881 91 

4, 060 43 

3, 215 12 
1, 774 72 
1, 379 03 
1, 477 25 
3, 984 37 



50 
47 



49 
21 
05 



236, 743 03 



78, 914 29 157, 828 74 1 
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EXILES FOR THE REVISION OF SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS. 

l0W ed by them urn to 1 ; ; t t l^r latr C f ^ PP 
August 1 0, 1871 * ind m m m hereinafter modified, viz: 

inSSS^ mtewd mtoby the late corporate government <> Wash- 
£^ the whme cost of the work JPJogg 

the line of improvement, the assessment shall be reduced and th < barges 

o private property made to conform to the requirements of the 
&-^enth section of the organic act, approved Febraary 21, 1871 

Third. In the revision of assessments for special improvements all 
cleS I errors, of whatever nature, whether in the vouchers or ... the 

£ Ration based thereon, and wl.icl, allcct 1 he annau.t <n rate , , a>>e>s 

ment will be corrected. This includes the deduction oi the cost oi two 
fed of grading required under the various wood and concrete pavements 
to be included in the cost of the pavement, unless such deduction nas 
already been made in the settlement with the contractors. 

Fourth. Assessments shall not be made more than once for tlie same 
improvement, and all items of expense incurred on account ol doing 
work a second time shall be struck out. so that the basis oi the assessment 
shall be only such work as was necessarily and properly done «*coni- 
pleting the improvement tor which the assessment was made. 1 his in- 
cludes the rejection of all items for lowering water mains on account ol 
change of grade, where the original cost of laying the mains has been 

assessed once. It includes the rejection of the cost of all work in tn€ 
nature of repair, which is not properly new work. Also, the cost ol re- 
setting curb, relaying pavement, &c, which may have occurred during 
the progress of the work of improvement on account of any modification 
of plan or any error in laying out or executing the work ; also, all cost oi 
redressing or rejointing curb or other material which has been paid toi 
at full board rates, and recognizes the obligation of the District to con- 
tinue the work of replacing the decayed wood pavements, as heretofore, 
without additional assessment for the same. 

Fifth. So far as is practicable, the assessment shall be made only for 
that work by which the property assessed is directly benefited, so that 
each property-owner shall be taxed. only for improvements adjacent to 
his property, and by which he is immediately benefited. This requires 
the deduction from the general assessment of all charges for steps, low- 
ering of vaults, underpinning of houses, and work of a similar character, 
and its assessment, like water and sewer son ices, against the propert) 

for the benefit of which the work was done. It requires that expendi- 
tures for improvements adjacent to property which is exempted by hw 
from assessment, such as church property, shall be excluded from the 
statement of expenditures for assessment. 

Sixth. Where the actual cost of the work of improvement varies 
greatly at different points of the line, whereas the benefit ueriveu . 
each property-owner is substantially the same, an equalization of the 
assessment will be made, so far as practicable, as follows: In the ease 
ot sewers, where the size, and consequently the cost, increases contim 
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uously in the direction of tlie outlet in proportion to the increase of the 
area drained, while the uniform benefit on the line of the sewer is sub- 
stantially the same in each case, so much only of the cost of the sewer 
will be assessed as would have been required to construct a 15-inch pipe 
sewer. This cost will be distributed pro rata upon the line of property 
adjacent to the sewer and benefited by it. 

In the ease of heavy grading or of long haul, or both, which may have 
been assessed between arbitrary limits along the line of improvement, 
the amount of grading to be assessed will be reduced to an average of 
two teet in depth for the entire width of the street or avenue between 
the building lines, with such reasonable haul as may have been necessary 
to reach the nearest suitable place of deposit, and the cost of grading 
so determined will be assessed pro rata against the property adjacent to 
which the work was done. Where material excavated upon one street 
or avenue is hauled to another, for the purpose of tilling the latter to 
-rade. one-half of the cost of such grading and haul will be deducted 
from the former and charged to the latter within the limits between 
which it was used, subject, however, to the limitation hereinbefore 
made as to the maximum cost of grading and haul to be assessed in any 
case. 

Seventh. Drawbacks or rebates will be allowed on account of work done 
by private parties under permits from the late board of public works, 
pursuant to the order of that board, dated November 7, 1873, and also on 
account of old material appropriated by the district. When the claims 
in eithei case have been acted upon by the board of audit, in accordance 
with the act of Congress approved June 20, 1874, and accepted by the 
parties interested, the decision of that board shall be held to be final 
and conclusive. When these claims have not been acted upon by the 
board of audit, drawbacks will be allowed as follows: In case of permit 
work, strictly in accordance with the contract expressed or implied by 
the terms of the permit : in the case of claims for old material, they will 
be allowed at the rates established by the Commissioners, as follows, viz: 

PRICE OF OLD MATERIAL. 

Cents. 

Brick pavement, per square yard 38} 

('mi). 5-inch and under, per linear foot 

Curb, 6-inch, per linear root • 50 

Cobble-stone, per square yard l ,r > 

l>ln<> lock pavement, |»<'i* square yard — 

Belgian block pavement, per square yard — 75 

Or at such higher rates as may have been realized by the District in 
disposing of the old material. 

Eighth. Special exemptions from the application of the general rules 
of assessment will be made as follows, viz: 

In the case of corner lots assessed for a sewer on the shorter side, 75 
feet of the longer side will be exempted from sewer assessment 

Whenever the intersection of streets or avenues produces lots having 
acute angles or excessive frontage in proportion to the area available for 
building purposes, a deduction from the uniform rate of assessment will 
be allowed, upon presentation by the property-owner of a plat of the 
subdivision into lots of the tract in question, attested by the surveyor 
of the District of Columbia, as being" of record in his office, and accom- 
panied by the affidavit of the owner of the property that said subdivis- 
ion is designed by him to be permanent. Each case of this kind will be 
separately acted upon by the Commissioners, and will be decided in con- 
formity with the principle that the rate of special assessment should be 
made, as uniformly as practicable, In proportion to the benefit derived 
from the improvement. 
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BbA. Iii ™.f."i.Y *** *• ■"^^SSEdtftb* ~ 

di tion after their tracts are ^P^^ l iJI^^taoorp«a»tlon was pawed but be- 
^ >■ S UabiUty ana, ., to 

charter accepted, the company would be 1 la h foi exp . g * 

ro »tn^ 

■ 

binds no one, and can render no one table. comnanY secured to themselves 

Bui wheo the chart,,- is ace,,,,.,), those I orming the 'Company ^ 

i ■ T1 i v rfffhta and liability exisl from the date of their acceptance oi the < ow 
to^b?5^rf^impS!S lot w.ul.l derive no direel advantage from the , ta£ 

n.v, , ■ , i he built onit,but his liability wouldbe the same whether he built oi 
not - alia so, in my opinion, it would be in the case oi the railroad company. 

Tenth The revision of the special assessments will be based upon the 
official records of the District; hut where these are defective or we in- 
sufficient, evidence from claimants for drawbacks will be accepted, but 
only in the form of an affidavit. , 

In the case of application for drawbacks, on account of permit WOrK, 
the following evidence will be required : 

1st. A copy of the permit under which the work is claimed to ha\< 

been done. 

I'd. Satisfactory evidence that the work was actually done >\ "« 
claimant in accordance with the terms of the permit, and that he Has 
not received compensation therefor. 

In case of claim for drawback on account of old material taken from 
in front of premises, it will be necessary to show — . 

1st. That the material was upon the street, and that the cost of laying 
had been paid in full under the operation of the old corporation assess- 
ments. 

2d. That it was taken possession of by the District. 

3d. That no compensation therefor has been received by the owner OI 
the lot in front of which the material was taken, and that said owner 
has not in any way disposed of the material. , , 

All applications for drawbacks will be acknowledged w hen received 
and filed, each under the head of the assessment to which it refers, until 
the revision of that assessment shall have been made, when the applicant 
will be notified of that fact, and informed that the proper credit will be 
given for drawbacks due upon payment of his special assessment hill. 

Persons interested in any special assessment can obtain all informa- 
tion in respect to it w ithout intervention of any one, by application at 
the office of the clerk in charge of special assessments, room 6, District 
office. 

By order of Engineer Commissioner District Columbia. 

R. L. HOXIE, 
Lieutenant of Engineers, U. S. A. 
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SEWERS. 

The following resolution of the Senate, referred to the Commissioners 
August 22, 1878, insures the attention of Congress to the means of rem- 
edying certain defects in the sewer system : 

Resolved, That a subcommittee of the Committee on the District of Columbia be, 
mill tin- same are hereby, authorized to sir during the recess of Congress to consider 
;unl examine into various plans for the improvement of the system of sewerage and 
sanitary condition of the District of Columbia, which have been submitted to said 
committee, and others which may be submitted ; that said committee is authorized to 
examine into the system of sewerage of other cities, and employ whatever aid is ne- 
cessary to secure valuable information upon the subject, theexpense oi" said committee, 
and such assistance as it may require, to be paid out of the contingent fund of the 
Senate. 

The most serious defect in the present system of sewerage of Wash- 
ington is the failure to discharge the sewage into deep water of the 
Potomac River. The extension of the main sewers through the marshes 
bordering the river front and the reclamation of the latter are required. 
These marshes now retain enough of the sewage passing through them 
to create a nuisance which contributes to the poisonous influence of their 
natural exhalations. 

The remedy is found in the plan of the harbor commission of 1872, 
which has had the attention of Congress, but no sufficient appropriation 
to carry it out. This plan contemplates the reclamation of the marshes 
as incidental to the establishment of a permanent water-front for Wash- 
ington and Georgetown, and a single deep-water channel. If a tempo- 
rary bulkhead a short distance inside the line of the new water-front 
were constructed from Easby's Point down-stream to a point where an 
open canal, prolonging the B-street intercepting sewer, should meet it, 
the latter would enable the discharge of this sewer into dee]) water, and 
with the temporary bulkhead would inclose a large area of the marshes, 
which could then be drained or tilled. At the same time the contraction 
of the water-way of the river at this place would induce a scour over the 
bar of the Georgetown channel, where perpetual dredging is now re- 
quired, The execution of the plan of the harbor commission rests with 
the genera] government, through the Engineer Department of the Army ; 
but the interests of the District of Columbia are mainly affected by the 
want of the necessary appropriations, and there is no other remedy for 
the principal defect of our present system of sewerage. 

This plan, when perfected, will enable the discharge of all sewers into 
dec}) running water on the Potomac front, and upon the Anacostia front 
as far up as the Navy-yard bridge. Above this a large drainage area 
will need to be similarly provided for at some future time by the con- 
traction of the water-way of the Anacostia and the reclamation of the 
Hats; but at present the sewers emptying there discharge mainly pure 
Mater from running streams in the county, and this will continue for 
some time to come. 

That defect of the present sewer system which has provoked most 
complaint is the want of capacity to discharge the rain-fall of the vio- 
lent storms which are of common occurrence in the District of Columbia. 
The remedy is in the construction of auxiliary sewers, and the use of 
certain temporary expedients for keeping the storm-water out of the 
present sewers until the latter can be constructed. The present sewers 
will not carry off the storm-water. The surface of the streets, smoothly 
paved as most of them are, affords an ample water-way. If the water 
is allowed to enter the sewers they become gorged, and the back now 
through the house connections inundates the cellars and basements of 
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houses. If turned upon the streets, the most serious Inconvenience will 
be the condition of the streets during the storm, for any permanent In- 
jury from this may readily be prevented, and al small expense. This, 
at least, is the ease in the higher parts of the city, where the declivity 
of the streets is such as to throw off the water rapidly. In the lower 
areas, where the made is flat and only a few feet above tide, in part 
submerged by freshets in the river, the accumulation of water is greater, 
and special treatment is required. There are also small basins without 
surface outlets. 

The perfected system of sewerage for Washington and Georgetown 
will require thatall of the sewers carrying each l>otli sewage and rainfall 
shall discharge into deep running water, and shall have such capacity 
as to carry oft* the rain-fall of the most violent storm without raising the 
surface of the water flowing in them so high as to cause a back flow in 
the house connections. This requires that the upper surface of the water 
shall be kept at least eight feet below the surface of the ground — for cel- 
lars and basements in time of storms — a condition which, of course, is our 
of the question when the ground is little more than eight feel above mean 
high tide, as it is along the whole line of B-streel intercepting sewer; so 
that the condition must be limited to the high grounds of the city, and 
modified for the low grounds, even at the ordinary stage of w ater in the 
river. When it is considered thai the last freshet covered ground eight 

feet above tide, the necessity is still more evident. 

Special treatment is accessary for these localities, which cannot have 
the conveniences nor the immunities of the high .mounds. 

I cannot see that anything would he gained at present by separating 
the systems of carriage of the sewage and the storm- water, and propose 
generally that all new lateral sewers shall he constructed of the requi- 
site capacity to fulfill the conditions required ; that the auxiliary main 
sewers to be constructed be designed so as to achieve the same resull 

by supplementing the present sewers; and that the inlets for storm 
water he adapted to the capacity of the sewers. 

There are two principal drainage areas to he considered at present, 
that of the B-street sewer ami that of the main Tiber sower. The latter 
is tne larger area, and the sewer requires immediate attention. The fol- 
lowing concerning -it is taken from my annual report as engineer of the 
District of Columbia for 1875 : 

and tKL°u^i rageWM P^P*™ 1 nnderthe direction of the board of public work* 

port ilmSS^iflJ ^ T 0n hl offlce ' 1 ft"* 1 ™ of ;,,,v "5 

^rSSSjS?*! 1 ^ P lans > and am no, informed tu, to the data and formula nied 

n I ' 1 I ; «; he dimensions of the sewers. The plans appear to have been 
Suav of AnLS ; c ° n8tracti ™ of the principal main sewers. On Sinuta 
R»in co^enced SlS Ti' W T s, ' v, ' n ' l > ^ed »y a storm of coiwiderable violence. 
gwiX^infert aoout7a. m., and continued nntil 9a. m., when lilie- 
s' ll^aSl^hI2 l f , 9and 10 three-tenths of an inch fell; between 
a*d 3 p V„ "Vv ir."'" 1S: 11 and l2 > ^en-tenths ; and between 2jn. 
an incn ^S^^Ki^ 01 f nches »• hours, an average rate oi hf 
this, and all three 72 S mterva1 ' T ™ storms, of less violence,Tiad preceded 
Boundary stree • „ T^T^^V^ P ro P ert y b * ^ choking of the fillets at 
^&mtr2i ft,0dl,,g , < ? fche ne Worhood by the overflowing water, 
were flooded The r «+ • " s " ' n,, ° its several branches, aud cellars and street 
capacity, and th€ Tweak ^♦*T r a, L d Bmaller ,ateraJ « P^ved to be of insnfficie" 
.N'tVMts are , art 1 i I, m ,,;i V been " <,t, ' ,1 *>r careful consideration, while the 

The n.ost portai " VS? "^■"* i <>» of sewerage this season. T , r 

»rch. I„tli, ( .L' 0 f J] ,e ? ° • ' 8 f orma is their action upon the lowered** 
its way. after ov^, Lit L th "* Mh of the water from the connty/o^ 

*g the bed of he '"w!' into fche °P« n of Tiber Creek, a»dfollow 

uorth > «hich hn' ,, * e v i I the Tiber "> wer the bpening at E 
**«0 square feel the , I''""" fo J !l a ™noer of years. The area of openmg 

'• t,,( actional area of the Tiber arch from this point down to its 
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outlet in the James Creek canal. This had been diminished to 161 square feet of irreg- 
ular aperture by the building of the North Capitol-street sewer into and under this 
arch, below the old opening, without groining the intersection. The North Capitol- 
street sewer at the time of the storm carried no water of any consequence, the con- 
nection not having been made with the upper branches, but the entire discharge of 
Tiber Creek into the city found its way into tin; T>ed of the stream at E street, and 
entering the old mouth of the arch, passed through by the contracted opening oc- 
casioned by the building in of the connecting sewer in North Capitol street. The 
conditions wen- therefore favorable to the lower arch, since this contracted opening 
would prevent as rapid a discharge as would otherwise take place. Notwithstanding 
this obstruction the water was not backed up at any time to the crown of the arch at 
the entrance, showing that the opening was sufficient to receive the storm. The 
lower end of Tiber arch at Virginia avenue was closed by a dam, which prevented the 
passage of the water into the .lames Creek canal and turned it laterally by two breaks 
n the arch of 30 and 12^ feet respectively into the old canal. These openings were 
partially obstructed by temporary dams reaching to a height of about five feet above 
the floor of the sew er, w hich is 3i feet below mean high tide. The total area of open- 
ing w as about 264 square feet. The tide w as high at about 1 p. m. The sewer was, 
and still is. obstructed between E street and Virginia avenue by extensive deposits of 
gravel, sand, and clay. 

Under these conditions the sewer ran full at the outlet near Virginia avenue to within 
- inches of the crow n of the arch during the maximum discharge. At the Botanical 
Gardens the water forced its way through the openings left in the arch for the drain- 
age of the gardens, and gradually accumulated in the depression which these gardens 
occupy, until at 2 p. in. it stood 3.35 feet above the crown of the soffit of the arch. It 
maintained this height for about two hours, and then gradually subsided. This gives 
;i measure of the pressure sustained by the arch at this point during this time, viz, 
209.37 pounds to the square foot ; and probably the maximum pressure occurred here. 
No water escaped through the manholes at any other point. The brickwork of this 
arch is two feet in thickness, and is covered by about 18 inches of earth. The weight 
of these combined is 370 pounds, leaving a considerable margin of safety at this point. 
Eventually an equilibrium w as established by the accumulation of the escaped water 
upon the top of the arch. Notwithstanding the disadvantages under which the sewer 
acted upon this occasion, it may be that the next trial would be under less favorable 
circumstances. The completion of the North Capitol-street sewer shortens the line 
between Boundary street and Pennsylvania avenue by about 1,000 feet, and the flood- 
water w ill be discharged more rapidly than heretofore into the lower arch. The tide 
was not high upon this occasion during the critical period of the storm, and storms of 
greater violence are to be anticipated. The data in my possession are too meager and 
the time w hich I have been able to give to its consideration too limited for a thorough 
liscussion of this problem, but a few general conclusions may be stated: 

The meteorological records of the United States Naval Observatory from 1843 to 
1866 show that during this time the greatest rain-fall during any one year was 46.862 
inches, which fell in 1666. The greatest amount of fall during any one month oc- 
curred in October, 1866, and amounted to 10.132 inches, of which 7.92 inches fell in 
fifty-six hours. The greatest mean rain-fall for this entire period in any month occurs 
in July, and amounts to 3.806. The detailed phenomena of these storms are not given, 
hut the record shows that they are to be expected at any time between July and Oc- 
tober, preferably one or the other of these months, and rarely much earlier than July 
or later than October. From the records of the Signal Service the details of the storm 
of August 29 last were obtained, and although this is altogether the most severe storm 
of which the office has a record in the District of Columbia, it is by no means excep- 
tional in the rate of precipitation during a limited time. 

August 18, 1875, 1.38 inches fell between 3 and 8 o'clock p. m., of which 1.2 inches 
fell between 3.15 and 4.15 o'clock p. m. 

August 2, 1875, 2.25 inches fell between 12.30 o'clock a. m. and 4 o'clock a. m., of 
which 1.3 inches fell between 1.45 and 3 o'clock a. m. 

October 19, 1873, 2£ inches fell in 20 hours, of which 1 inch fell in 2 hours. 

October 4, 1873, .0 inch fell in six hours, of which .65 fell in f of an hour. 

September 13, 1873, 1.86 inch fell in 11 hours, of which .8 inch fell in £ an hour. 

August 17, 1873, 1.85 inches fell in 3 hours, of which 1 inch fell in f of an hour. 

August 11, 1873, 1.18 inches fell in 2 hours, of which 1 inch fell in £ an hour. 

August 1, 1873, .85 inch fell in 1* hours, of which .65 fell in less than £ an hour. 

July 27, 1873, 2.44 inches fell in" 7 hours, of which 1 inch fell in £ of an hour and 2 
mches in 8} hours. 

A letter from Prof. Joseph Henry to Maj. G. K. Warren, of the Corps of Engineers, 
now on file iu the Engineer Department, gives the record of a storm on the 29th of 
July, 1866, in which 4.92 inches of rain fell betw een 3.15 p. m. and 6.30 p. m. Pro- 
fessor Henry says of this : 

' A violent thunder-storm occurred this day at about half past three o'clock in the after- 



254 REPORT OF COMMISSIOIIEBS OF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Sffl ' * ' ThfHto - faU in conti, s.. wt s for a fe* 

B1 The I r^n-fal] during thia sunn, wm a1 the average vnw of 1.583 inehea per hour for 
i ne nun "»""'" . , timea the average rati- "I fall ot tin- storm 

^tShi. rSaMrss haw « give.. m 

oi iiu in -v igi frW JL .yreftter in :i little more than halt the turn-. I he be- 

sronnAvmuts L>allast*d flat arch ander Third street, 

b i a t^KnaW^flTa^e thai the freshed of the Potomac, which occur 
,l' ut himontfi of April, will never coincide with the violent storms, which Heart 
toZ expected beforeWy, ao thai the most unfavorable condition ol die river wiU be 
,w h\X tide at thenormal stage of water. The same fact of the Ute occurrence o 
stoma wiD prevent their precipitation upon frozen ground in the earlyspnng, and 
tin. would rarelv happen in the late tall rains. Absorption may therefore be depended 
upon to take up from 25 to 40percent, of the rain-fall in the county up to the limit oj sat- 
uration and, except in the case of those violent showers which are sometimes thrown oil 
from very drv ground, with but little loss. Assuming the cane oi a storm oi such vio- 
lence ana 4 duration that 1 inch per hour must be carried ol! exclusive oi absorption, it 
will be necessary for the Tiber sewer to discharge 2,200 cubic feet per second. Accord- 
ins to the formula of Darcy and Ha/in for conduits of this description, such a discharge 
into the James Creek Canal would require a head of water at the Botanical Gardens 
of 7 92 or nearly - feet, all of which is converted into a pressure upon tin- arch at t ins 
point, as the sewer is horizontal. The contraction of The area of The sewer just below 
the irardens bv The flattening of the crown of The an h To accommodate iT To the car- 
riage-way oi Third street, favors the location lure of The point of maximum pressure: 
and, in fact, during the storm of August 29, although the water touched and caused 
.i rattling of the manhole-covers below, none escaped through The crown oi The arch 
except in the gardens. The weight of The arch and its ballasting here being only :??<» 
pounds, the most sanguine estimate of the cohesive strength of The masonry would fall 
short of security under these circumstances. In the event of an unfortunate combina- 
tion of freshet and storm, the capacity of the sewer seems To be no longer doubtful. 

A rapture of this sewer, especially at the Botanical Gardens, would be disastrous, 
as Th. server « ould Then be obstructed and the entire column of water would be turned 
out upon the streets. For This reason 1 am inclined to give more weight to a hasty 
examination without sufficient data Than is generally advisable in The criticism oi a 
can fully matured plan. 

An overflow can be made here >o regulated as To act only when The lower arch i«* 
under a pressure of say Three feet, which iT can safely bear. IT is probable ThaT a 
Stettin which would cause an overflow would occur only at intervals of many years, 
and Then The inconvenience would he limited To The escape of The surplus waTer. while 
the sewer woufd be kept at work at iTs full capacity and without danger of injury. 
The measure of inconvenience and damage To property under this arrangement can 
Then be made a safe ami sure criterion of The neeessiTy for an auxiliary sewer. This 
plan involves only a small expenditure and would not Injure The appearance of The 
gardens nor occasion any inconvenience except where The overflow acTs: whereas They 
are now subject To flooding at every severe storm. The construction of an auxiliary 
■ewer — an intercepting sewer to carry off The water into the Eastern Branch — would 
cost about a quarter of a million of dollars. 

The apprehension expressed in that and in subsequent reports has been 
justified. On tho ."(th day of August, 1878, a storm occurred of more 
than ordinary violence, giving a precipitation of 2 inches in 40 minutes, 
a rate of 3 inches i» r hour. An examination of the sewer at the Botanical 
Gardens after this storm, showed tiiaT tin* arch had boon lifted bodily, 
breaking at the crown and with marked uniformity at the haunches, on 
each side, about 6 feet from the springing lino, for a distance of about 
4oo feet, and. on falling again into position with the subsidence of the 
head of water, had been broken, in part, midway between the crown ami 
Tin- fracture at tin- haunch. This part of tin* sewer was therefore covered 
by two brick brains, fractured in pan. resting on the haunches of the 
arch and abutting against each other at the crown. The pieces had set- 
tled more or less oat of position, so that The abutting surfaces wen* in 
some places inches less Than The thickness of the arch, the fractured 
end projecting this distance into the sewer. The water, escaping through 

The broken arch and The manholes above, flowed along Third street and 
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Missouri avenue toward Sixth and B streets, where it joined the storm 
water from the B-street area and flooded that street over the line of th« 
B street sewer. 

The broken arch has been removed from the Tiber sewer, and should 
be replaced at once, an overflow being constructed at the same time as 
a temporary relief to the sewer. 

In devising a method of permanent relief for this sewer it is neces- 
sary to assume certain conditions. The rain-storms of the District of 
Columbia appear to be exceptionally violent, both in the rate of precipita- 
tion and their duration. Washington is and probably will be mainly 
paved with asphaltum and water-proof stone-block pavements with no 
power of absorption. It has a rapid drainage within the city limits to 
the Low grounds, and the county streams are ted from steep hillsides. 
It was a storm of three inches per hour which ruptured the Tiber sewer. 
Under these circumstances 1 have assumed that two inches per hour 
may have to be actually carried off, the sewers running full bore. 

The water supply of the District of Columbia averages 158 gallons 
per capita, or a total of 23,000,000 gallons daily : sufficient to keep large 
sewers, if properly constructed, in good sanitary condition, with the as- 
sistance of a proper system of ventilation. The computation based 
upon the removal of two inches of rain-fall per hour is assumed to in- 
clude this water supply. 

The grade of Pennsylvania avenue should be raised to at least 14 feet 
above mean high tide. The flow of Tiber sewer in times of storms to 
he kept (> feet below the surface of the ground at the avenue (at a ref- 
erence of -f 8.0) falling to, say, o' inches above mean high tide at the 
blames Creek Canal. This will give greater immunity from storms to 
the low areas of. Tiber basin south of the avenue than they can enjoy in 
time of freshets from the rise of tin 1 river. Above the avenue the flood 
surface of the water in this sewer is to be kept at 8 feet below the sur- 
face of the ground, and an intercepting sewer, to now under the same 
conditions, is computed to carry off the remainder of the flood-water of 
Tiber to the Eastern Branch. All cellars or basements below the line 
<>f flow in the sewer must have flood- valves to arrest the back flow of 
the water. The greater part of the low grounds from which complaints 
new come of flooding, will require these valves under the new system 
here proposed, and these should be put in at once. With these valves 
in position and the overflow for Tiber sewer, the construction of the large 
intercepting sewer to the Eastern Branch may be postponed, although 
it is. of course, advisable to construct it as soon as possible. 

J he following extract from my annual report as engineer of the 
District of Columbia for 1S7<>, outlines the plan of relief for the lateral 
•sewers and the low grounds : 

Ingeneral, in the plan of Improvement of Washington and Georgetown, and ordi- 
narily of any city in which the surface-water is carried oft" by the sewers, each square 
18 provided with a catch-basin at one or more of its lower corners, which receives the 
uramage from tin- square and from one-half of the surrounding carriage-way, and this 
uramage is emptied into a sewer which gradually increases in size in proportion to 
uie number of squares, the drainage of which it receives in succession. The construc- 
tion oi modern pavements of carriage-ways is based upon this system. It avoids all 
iiit<Ts<M-tiii«r gutters to break the uniformity of its surface, and surrounds each square 

ltD a low elevation caused by the rise of the pavement from the gutter to tin; middle 
g 6 stl «'«'t, the crown of the" carriage-way, which confines the surface- water of the 
^'l'laie to the gutter which surrounds it, unless the water rises to such a height as to 

j ° V( ' r the crown of the carriage-way, the gutters leading it to the catch-basins 
P aced to receive it. On streets of considerable inclination where the crown of the 

•niiag(.-xv i ,y on the intersecting street is low, as on the streets paved with concrete, 
the 1 1 tlM ' <ontmuon * gutter of the one street is not interrupted by tin- crown of 
°ther, and unless some means be taken to prevent it the surface-water will pass 
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„ „r n annare withotit entering, and will accumulate at 
fche ca tch-hasin at the corner of a m juare w r n ^ uired tn 

some other voint where the ^IfZiem^ By taking advantage of this foci 
iUl( l discharge the ^ainagej ^J^SmS5c2 of the principle in laying the pavemenl 
and favoring to some extent mayD e bo Located as to very greatlj 

of the carriage-way, thlofmenslonfl of the sewers themselves, 

diminish the cost o [^^^^^ reZmmendeA in my Last annual reoert, for 
The use oi 'self-acting flood-va l ^ . ' , con8e n U ences of an overtaxed sewer, 
the protection of private » JWfSiim toSow or nea? tide-level, in which no other 
and particularly in he - ; ' * { ; , t or fche bu ii ding .iine m 

S^^^tSS sewer P into the premises by means of the 



house-connection. 



THE K STREET SEWER. 



The following extract from my annual report a* engineer of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia for 1875 gives the status of the B-street mam sewer 
together with some of the causes which impaired its usefulness, and 
suggests the remedy which subsequent reflection has convinced me is 

t "The^stee^t intercepting sewer remains a source of complaint from J^^OT; 
ertv. It has been recently cleaned, in order to make use o its full eapac t> v> ,hi. his 
noaonht insufficient for the work it has to perform. W ith a necessarllv Hat jpw 
and with the highest point of the sole of the sown- two feel below mean high tm< 
has not sufficient reservoir capacity to accommodate the storm water of 800 acres nor 
fall enoughto carry it off. Relief may be afforded bv the extraction o an an sUiary 
intercepting sewer upon the general line of New York avenue, which will take nearly 
half this area. Afterward, if found necessary, the drainage of the 
15 street may be intercepted by a paraUel sewer. This need be only of ahgnt aeptii, 
as it will not be required to drain any cellars or basements. W Inn this Is all done, 
the property now suffering principally from flooding will still And (to permanent reiiei 
except in the use of flood-valves, and these can be introduced at once with the same 
effect. The limits within which these will be required, however, will be reduced, as 
the water is now hacked up extensively in the lateral sewers. It was found necewarj 
to build 354 feet additional of this sewer in order to complete the grading of V**gim» 
avenue and the tilling of the old canal under contracts with the Board of Public WOMB. 
The capacity was Increased from 92 square feel to 115 square feel sectional area ana 
a direct line taken toward the. channel of the river. Eventually the sewer must De 
extended through the marshes tothe new river front, but this can only be done in con- 
nection with the construction of the bulkhead for the latter. A temporary channel 
has been dredged out along the east side of the Seventeenth-street wharf. # 

With the completion of the sewer system the necessity arises of maintaining a .vigi- 
lant watch upon its condition and providing in every way for its efflcienCVWhlJe a 
defects which are apparent should be made the subject of careful study. The <>xt, 'J l " 
sive excavation which has been going on during the last few years, and especia iy 
that for the sewers themselves, together with the material brought down by HOW > 
from the beds of the streams in the county and that which in spite of every prccaiiti<> 
finds its way into them from the citv, have contributed to iill them up with deposn* 
of sand and clay and rubbish of every description. Out of the B-street sewer w< " 




have been choked occasionally. ^ 
Thenllingup takes place mainly in tide-water, the sewers having elsewhere a buid- 
cient fall to keep them clean. If this filling np were to continue indefinitely ai*« 
same rate, the cost of removing these deposits would be a very serious ronsiderati • 
2* lt "F° baDle tllat< wnen removed, the accumulation will be very slow tn< 
after. The navel-nits at the inlets which receive the streams from the county an 
the sand ami gravel brought down by floods, and these have, (luring the P^»TZ. 
son. been enlarged and perfected. The, silt basins of the corner traps prevent toe* 
trance of material from the streets. Proper attention to these in keeping theni^ 
wui save the expensive process of removing the material from the sewers. II"' (l 
ing oi these sewers should be completed this winter, together with the dredginj ot*g 
James ( reek Canal, in order to make their full capacity availahle for carrying 
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I assume, as in the case of the Tiber drainage, that the sewers of this 
drainage area may be required to cany off, running full bore, two inches 
per hour of rainfall. The capacity of discharge of the existing sewer is 
then computed, assuming a head of eight feet above mean high tide at 
Seventh street near Pennsylvania avenue, as in the case of Tiber; the 
reason being that this is the height of the last freshet, and protection 
below this level, except by flood-valves, could only be given at a cost 
which no present consideration could justify. The total area south of 
B street is then provided for by a parallel sewer on B street computed to 
discharge its entire drainage, and the line of an intercepting sewer on the 
north is fixed by denning the northern boundary of the area adjacent to 
the present sewer which can be drained by it under the assumed condi- 
tions. The size of this intercepting sewer is then computed for the re- 
mainder of the B-street area upon the same conditions as the main inter- 
cepting sewer for Tiber, viz : The flow-line to be kept eight feet below 
the surface of the ground, and the sewer to be capable of discharging, 
when running full bore, two inches of rainfall per hour, including the 
water supply. 

Two auxiliary sewers are needed in this case; because if only the in- 
tercepting sewer on the north were to be constructed, the drainage area 
on the south being carried by the existing sewer, the line of the inter- 
cepting sewer on the north would be brought down too near the low 
grounds, and too little grade and depth obtained for it. 

To rectify this line still further, 1 propose to provide for the overflow 
of the upper section of the present sewer into the parallel sewer to be 
constructed south of it, so enabling the corresponding section of the in- 
tercepting sewer to be carried farther northward with better grade and 
increased depth, and giving the line of New York avenue, which is the 
least expensive one. As in the case of the Tiber drainage area, the low 
grounds will require protection by flood-valves wherever basements and 
cellars are drained. It is to be remembered that water will not, of its 
own accord, run up hill, and a cellar draining below tide or freshet is at 
the wrong end of its drain-pipe, the other end being the upper surface 
of the external water. 

For temporary relief, there is nothing to be done except to diminish 
the size of the inlets to the sewers and throw the storm-water upon the 
streets. It w ill descend to B street, which is the valley of this area, 
flood it for a distance of about 0,000 feet as it is flooded by the river in 
time of freshets, and so rind its way to the river. If, at the same time, 
those flood-valves be nut in. which will be required under the perfected 
system of sewerage, the great majority of the present cases of complaint 
Will he attended to. 

VENTILATION. 

A third source of complaint of the existing system of sewerage is the 
absence of proper ventilation. For this there is ample provision in the 
construction of the sewers, and a very small outlay only is required to 
effect it satisfactorily. . _ 

The following extract from my annual report as engineer of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia for 1870 explains the present condition of the sewers 
in this respect, and suggests the plan of ventilation : 

A question of growing importance is that of the disposition to be made of the noxious 
gases which are generated in the sewers. No plan lias yet been tried with the present 
wwer ysfcem. but after an examination of the various methods proposed or applied else- 
where, I incline to the opinion that but one is practicable. 

The use of absorbent* or disinfectants for disposing of the gases will do perhaps tor 
1 7 < 3 D 
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a ,pecW and Hunted Illifes of 

attempt to capture in tins ^ 

sewers has not the *V^™»^in«<H. M t> : t.mperatnre between the 

these gases »° d ^*T 8 ^^ e /^ t r1h7S"dksiv^.,,wer" of the gases, 

S are l o f s a gW l" I i ?v."nttSnl the means of tatroducing air into the sewers and 
wnicn are 01 mhm»» «*' • T . f ai i lirft heretofore of plans lor ventilating sewers 

5 ■ 4ole8 , ale fa8hion 4 m ^ 

S,l ? r , L powerful draught, and from which too much was expected. £h* 
! .S v- s • vated. I.ut its influence loat within a small area. The mta wM 
Sis to ^ ventilation of a mine tails in its application to sewers with their long 
ranging lines of slight sectional area and numerous openings into the external air. 
TCvSlaSou can probably he effected by making use of every opening and taking 
idvanC Tof the motion of the gases in the sewers, which latter may he regulated * 
»mS extent It will be necessary to perforate the covers of the manholes, which are 
Sated at intervals of about 150 feet, and to apply some device for intercepting the 
lases in tl • r motion through the sewers from the lowest to the highest point, so as 
to obv ate the present tendency of these gases to accumulate at the upper ex renntn-H 
of the sewers. This tendency is that of the gases in a chimney-flue, the whole line ot 
sewer being an inclined flue, and it is probable that the simple opening ot the man- 
holes for the admission of air, without any mechanical device tor the defla tion ot the 
gases into the manholes, would favor this tendency by the deflecting power m the 
direction of the sewer of the slightest descending current ot heavy air. Lnder tin- 
old corporation government works, the sewers constructed were at first without means 
of ventilation. After the destruction of one or two of them by the explosion ot tin- 
accumulated gases, the manhole covers were perforated, and no further trouble was 
experienced. These sewers were neither of great extent nor of very general use. 

The best svstem now in use for the purification of dwellings having sewer connections 
is neither by absorption, disinfection, nor suppression of the gases, hut by their purifi- 
cation by the abundant admixture of pure air. The main pipe through which tne 
house-drainage escapes to the sewer is carried up through the root ot the house and 
left open at the top : another and independent pipe is connected with this one near its 
point of exit from the premises, and is also carried np through the roof of the house 
and left open at the top. All pipes entering the main pipe within the dwelling are 
effectually trapped, so that the two pipes first described constitute a siphon, through 
which there will be a constant circulation of air. the ascending current following the 
warmer leg of the siphon. If either pipe can be carried up next to a chimney-tine 
which servo a constant tire, this action will be greatly facilitated by maintaining a 
greater difference of Temperature between the two siphon legs. 

It is perhaps advisable for the present to separate tne system of ventilation for dwell- 
ings from that of the sewers by trapping the house-connection at the building-line. 
Whether it may be expedient to utilize the system of house-ventilation for assisting 
in the ventilation of tne sewers, is a question which can be decided hereafter. The 
house-system w ill render involuntary assistance, and without prejudice to itself, if it 
he properly maintained, through the forcing of the traps of the house-connect ions by 
the pressure of gases in the sewers whenever this pressure demands such a mode ot 
escape for the gases. There need be no apprehension, with an abundant supply <>t 
water, that the sewers will ever be a source of injury to the health of the District, but 
their thorough ventilation should be gradually effected ; and the immediate ventilation 
of all dwelling-houses connected with sewers, in conformity with some established 
plan, should be enforced by appropriate legislation. 

There appears to be as yet no reason to apprehend any future difficulty in the re- 
moval of sewage by the Potomac River from the water-front of Washington and George- 
town after its discharge from the main sewers. 

Since writing' the foregoing, T have found the views therein expressed 
-advocated by excellent authority. The following extract is from a Sam 
tary Engineering" by J. Bailey Denton, F. G. B., M. Inst. C. E., pub 
lished in 1877: 

Ventilation may he effected, as already stated ami as shown in Drawing I, by 
pij)es— (1) in continuation of the soil-pipe of the water-closet, and (2) connection witn 
the communicating sewer of the trap-tank or gullies into which the several sinks of 
the dwelling discharge. 

Yentilating-pipes should not he less than 3 inches in diameter— better if 4 inches- 
ami should he carried up above the roof of the dwelling to avoid the possibility ol tne 
passage of gases or effluvia by the windows into the dwelling. (See Drawing I.) 

As a rule, the down-pipes for the discharge of rain-water from roofs should oe 
avoided as ventilators, though probably in certain cases they may be used without 
objection. Perfect circulation of air through the communicating sewer of the dwelling 
may be secured by the double ventilation to he effected by an inlet at the ground levei 
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and an'ontlet at the roof. This simple arrangement is a very important one. It will 
doubtless occur to you that if every private dwelling in a town or village were possessed 
of such a mode of ventilation, the effluvia which now often rise up into the street from 
manholes, lampholes, and gullies, and thence through doors and windows into houses, 
would be avoided. It has been proposed, in order to secure a constant "up" draught 
to the ventilating-pipes attached to dwellings, that a hood or cowl, revolving with 
the wind, should be placed on the top of them, which by its special construction shall 
draw out the contents of the pipe, "induce an upward current" from below. There 
are several inventions aiming at this object, which will be described when speaking 
of the ventilation of the dwelling; but all such arrangements are only to be recom- 
mended when a proper circulation of air cannot be secured by natural ventilation. 

(See Drawing IV.) 

# # # # # # # 

The manholes and lampholes should not only serve to effect the several objects to 
which I have referred, but to secure, also, by their united action, the perfect ventila- 
tion and aeration of the whole sewerage system. Where they are sufficiently numer- 
ous and placed in proper positions, not only may the passage of sewer-gas from the 
common sewer into houses be prevented, but, by the even ventilation afforded, exces- 
sive odor in the streets may be obviated also. 

# # # # # # # 

Although there are few things connected with our subject so important, there is no 
doubt that up to the present moment the several means adopted for the ventilation 
of sewers have failed in the attainment of a satisfactory result. It is hardly neces- 
sary to say that wherever sewer-gases escape inio dwellings they have an injurious 
it' not a dangerous effect, and that everything that can be effected should be done to 
prevent their entry. Uniform aeration of the common street sewers by frequent inlets 
of pure air and outlets of foul air seems the only means of ventilation which bears the 
test of experience. 

# * * * # * # 

As already stated, the object to aim at is the complete and uniform aeration of the 
whole sewerage system, and to effect this nothing more is requisite than the existence 
of a sufficient number of open ventilators in the shape of manholes, lampholes, and 
shafts up to the level of the streets — (misted hy light flaps in some manholes, as already 
described — and the effective ventilation of private communicating sewers by shafts or 
pipes leaching above the roofs of the houses. 

With this provision the accumulation and escape of sewer-gas in an excessive and 
objectionable quantity at any one place is practically impossible; but the proper 
supervision of private dwellings w ith respect to the ventilation of their soil-pipes is 
an essentia] part of the arrangement. 

Mr. Denton also quotes from Mr. Wiring's recent work 011 the Sani- 
tary Drainage of Houses ami Towns, as follows: 

The principle of the ventilation of a sewer is practically the same as that adopted 
by builders for the prevention of dry-rot. The fungi which cause this rot in timber 
cannot produce their germs in a current of air, and if a sufficient number of ventilat- 
ing openings are made, communicating with each other, the action of the wind from 
one side or the other will cause a sufficient current. So in a sewer a continuous move- 
ment of the air in one direction or the other carries away and dilutes sewer-gases, and 
if they contain germs of organic disease capable of infecting the human blood, these 
are believed to be destroyed by oxidation or otherwise. 

A safe sewer always has a current of air passing through it, and if it contains sewage 
matters at all these also must be in constant motion. On this incessant movement 
of the air and the liquid must we rely for our only security. A solution of sugar in 
water remaining stagnant and protected from a' free circulation of air will enter 
jato a vinous fermentation. If well ventilated and agitated no such fermentation 
takes place. 

*###*** 

The resulting gases of sewer decomposition are the vehicle or medium for the con- 
veyance of infection, and from their lightness they give rise to a rapid diffusion, owing 
to the eagerness with which they seek means of escape at the higher parts of the 
sewer-system, that is, in house-drains, soil-pipes, &c. 

At may not be possible entirely to prevent the development of the poison in even 
tne best arranged sewer, but it is possible, by a free admission of air, to supply the 
oxygen which will take away its sting and render it harmless. Sewers which have 
j^rge ami frequent openings at the street surface, and through which the liquid con- 
tents have a constant flow, mav give forth offensive smells, but if they have proper 
attention, sanitary evils do not often result. 

Sewer-gas when largely diluted on its escape (at frequent intervals) into the air of 
nie street, is probably nearly or quite innoxious, but when it forces its way into the 
united atmosphere of a close living-room the poison or the germs of disease accompa- 
mi >'g- it may easily work their fatal effects. 
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I am aware that opposing views have been recently advanced and the 
the, of close seweS and entire absorption o the gases by running 
watK been advocated, but, in the light of a past experience, I am 
, o.l to trust to the combined action of ^« ^* ^ * 



eighty 

these gases, oxidize and render them innoxious. 

The building regulations of the District of Columbia now contain the 
necessary provision for the ventilation of dwellings, but the require- 
ments may be perfected by a code of rules for the guidance of plumbers 
and builders. The necessary work upon the main sewers is being In 
part gradually effected by the substitution of perforated manhole covers 
for the close covers heretofore used. This work requires no special 
appropriation. 

CONCLUSION. 

In all of the foregoing 1 have assumed that the present system of 
water carriage for sewage, and its combination in a single system of sew- 
ers with the discharge of storm water, is the permanent system and the 
best for Washington and Georgetown. The system being already es- 
tablished, it is hardly worth while to discuss its advantages and appro- 
priateness now. 

The conduits for storm water must be constructed and may be used 
as sewers also until sufficient reason appears for making some other 

disposition of the sewage. 

In the lower sections of the Tiber and the B -street sewers, which are 
subject to the inflow of tides, permanent deposition of sewage does not 
now occur, and. with increased dry-weather flow in the future, this is 
still less to he apprehended. Whatever may he thrown down on the 
incoming tide is now removed with the outflow, excepting the heavy 
sand and gravel. Near the outlets of both sewers the wooden floors are 
habitually clear of even this material. Farther up-stream it is found 
assorted by the current and ranging from very fine sand below to very 
coarse gravel above. It is proposed to improve the means of keeping 
this material out of the sewers, where it does not belong. 

Should it ever be necessary to do so, it is probable that the area of wet 
perimeter for the dry-weather flow may be contracted, the head increased, 
and a greater scouring velocity obtained by simple modifications of the 
lower sections of these sewers. 

If at any time in the future it should be considered advisable to provide 
tor cellars and basements below tide, or below freshets, otherwise than 
by the use of flood valves or water-tight construction and high-service 
connection with sewer, the system of sewerage of the low grounds can he 
isolated and provision made for pumping the water supply, the sewage, 
and a part of the seepage of this area. 

From computations made under my direction, by Mr. Thomas W. Jay 
Cox. jr., and Mr. John P. Alexander, 1 1 estimate approximately the cost 
of these proposed relieving sewers at %V>4,Osr>.77, of which $31,210.70 
would be chargeable to the filling of streets in Tiber Valley from the 
surplus excavation. At the same time an expenditure of about $150,000 
will be required for the river improvement, hereinbefore referred to, 
reclaiming the Kidwell flats in connection with a canal outlet to deep 
water for the B-street sewer. 

WATER DEPARTMENT. 

No estimates are presented in this report for the expenditure, which 
cannot be long postponed, required for increasing the water supply- AM 
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a means of temporary relief an additional high-service district has been 
created, to be supplied from the 36-inch main by pumping. Upon this 
project! made the following report to the Commissioners of the District 
of Columbia : 

May 27, 1878. 

The Hon. the Commissioners of the District of Columbia: 

Gentlemen: At your request, I have examined into the question of affording tem- 
porary relief to the 1 1 i *_»- 1 1 ground of the city of Washington in the matter of water 
supply, and have the honor to report as follows: 

It will be necessary to plivide tne city into high and low service districts. For the 
former the 36-inch I district main should be used exclusively. The supply for the high- 
service district should be taken from this main and elevated by steam-power; the 
best location for the pump being the immediate vicinity of the main near Rock Creek. 
A stand-pipe can he conveniently located on the line of Sixteenth street extended, 
above Boundary street, near the crest of the hill. 

For present purposes a pump capable of lifting 2, 000, 000 gallons 133feet in 24 hours may 
he located near the corner of Seventeenth and 1* streets northwest, on the line of the 12- 
inch main, with a stand-pipe of sufficient capacity to constitute a small reservoir, say 
1*20,000 gallons, on Meridian Hill, to he connected with Capitol Hill by a small inde- 
pendent main. The use of the w ater should, of course, he restricted to localities now 
actually suffering from low pressure in the main. An expenditure not exceeding 
$25,000*to $30,000 should suffice for this. 

The great ultimate want of a Larger conduit from the present distributing reservoir 
and a new accumulating reservoir on Meridian Hill should not he lost sight of, and is 
ni no way aftected by this temporary arrangement. 

It was decided to create the smaller high-service district, and work is 
now progressing upon the stand-pipe and pumps. 

When the permanent system of increase of supply shall have been per- 
fected this high service can 1 >e transferred to the high grounds above 
Boundary street. 

It is questionable whether any further expenditure in this direction — 
the use of steam-power to replace the loss of head due to friction of 
pipes and the drain upon them — is advisable, when a gravity supply can 
be so readily obtained sufficient for all purposes. The cost of bolstering 
up an insufficient supply had better be applied to a permanent increase. 

The problem is a simple one, consisting only in bringing this supply 
from the distributing reservoir and storing it upon the high ground near 
the city. 

WORK TO BE DONE. 

The work on hand will employ a considerable force of clerks and as- 
sistants during the coming winter. The revision of the special assess- 
ments, the completion of existing contracts, the preparation of detailed 
estimates ami plans for sewers and water-supply, w ith the current work 
of repair, are progressing favorably. 

In the office- work the District has sustained a serious loss in the death 
of Mr. B. Oertly, computing engineer. A gentleman of high attainments 
and great industry, he had been so long identified with the District gov- 
ernment that his knowledge of affairs was hardly less valuable than his 
talent and skill as an engineer. 

In conclusion, I venture to repeat certain recommendations of my last 
annual report : 



system of legal grades adapted to the changes made by tne doatq oi puonc wuro, 
notification of the building-lines of streets, avenues, and alleys in Washm^ou 
and Georgetown, and the establishment of additional monument-stones on the Dis- 
wict boundary-line, are matters which deserve immediate attention. 
*n pursuance of the act of Congress approved June '•><>, 1*74, the surveyor receives 
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, llori nresmbed by la* for special services. Your 

mentof the matter of his «™^«JiK wit! , „ viewto the extension into the county 
A torOK.ui.hH a survey » tl e D»»tnc VJ* » ,. st:1 „lish,ne„t of a «vs,,,n of legal 
of the general system ol sti. -ets a < aveni m .. n 

replacing them in any manner. 

Very respectfully, R L> n0XIB> 

Lieutenant of Engineer$ s U. 8, A. 

Maj. WM, J. Twining, 

Corps of Engineers^ I . « s '. A.. 

Commissioner of District of Columbia. 



Appendix 8 1. 
report of the chief clerk. 

Engineer Department, District of Colombia, 

Washington, November L5, 1878. 

Major : I have the honor to submit the following report of the work 
done by the clerical force of this department for the past seven months: 

From November 1. 1877, to June 90, 1878: 

Number of communications received, briefed, and recorded In Letters Be- 

ceived 8 ' 555 

Upon these 2,676 indorsements have been made and 1,704 reports submitted. 

Letters and orders written 

Permits (water, sewer, gas, and miscellaneous) issued ' /. 

Number of copies of contracts drawn '\~ 

Number of vouchers and Wills prepared v 

From July 1 to October 1, 1878 : 

Number of communications received, briefed, and recorded in Letters Re- 

ceived 

Upon these 2,184 indorsements have been made ami 1,456 reports submitted. 

Letters and orders written 7 c 

Permits (water, sewer, gas, and miscellaneous) issued 

Number of copies of contracts drawn ;!<. 

Number of sets of vouchers and hills prepared 

Number of special assessments revised 

About 30,000 claims for drawbacks on account "of erroneous or exces- 
sive charges in respect to" assessments for special improvements have 
been received, classified, and filed. These claims are disposed ot as 
rapidly as assessments to which they pertain are revised. 

The bulk of the clerical force is now, and has been for a Ion-- tune, 
employed upon the work of revision of special assessments. 

The preparation of the new sheets of the sewer plan of the cities 01 
Washington and Georgetown is much retarded by the pressure of ^in- 
rent work. They will be completed during the coming winter. 

All contractsare coined into a book and signed by the Commissioners 
of the District of Columbia, as provided for by act of Congress approved 
June 11, 1878. 

1 venture the recommendation that at no distant day the salaries of 
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the employes of this department may be readjusted upon a basis com- 
mensurate with the duties performed by each. 
Very respectfully, 

JOSEPH C. ROCK, 

Chief Clerk, 

Maj. We J. Twining, 

Corps of Engineers^ U. 6, -4., 

Eng ineer i to /// m iss io n er of District Coin m b in . 



Appendix 82, 

REPORT OF THE WATER REGISTRAR. 

Office of the Water Registrar, 

Washington, 1). C, Xovember 4, 1878. 
Sir : I have the honor to make the following report of the operations, 
&c, of the water department, from Xovember 1, 1*77, the date of the 
last report, to June 30, 1878, the end of the fiscal year. 

• WATER MAINS. 

The total length of water mains laid and used in the distribution of 
Potomac water in the District of Columbia is 891,540 feet, or 168|$£§ 

miles. . , 

1st. Laid by the United States: 30-inch, 12-inch, G and 4 inch mams, 

93,750 feet, or 17 :{ ^;; miles. 
2d. Laid by the District of Columbia: 36, 30, and 20 men mains, ,57,848 

feet, or 5J miles. 

3d. Laid by the late corporation of Washington : G and 4 inch mams, 
55,000 feet, or 10J$f# miles. 

4th. Laid by the water department since its organization to June 30, 
L878: 11', 6, and 4 inch mains, 714,!>4l> feet, or 135m} miles. 

Of the above there was laid since November 1, 1871, to June 30,18<8, 
278,141 feet, or 52ffcll miles, and from November 1, 1877, to June 30, 
L878, 13,215 feet, or 2f4tf miles, of which the following is a correct list: 



Street. 



N north 

Vermont avenue 

Q north 

Fourth west 

Sixth east 

V south 

Twcutv-tifth went 

C north 

Second east 

Q mirth 

r south 

L north 

0 north 

B south 

Twenty-sixth west. .... 

Connecticut avenue 

First east 

• > south 

s north 

K oorth 

•« - * 41 ......... 

M north 

' north 

0 north 

1» south 



n north . . 

gnorth 

Nineteenth west 

111 alley, Sixth and Seventh.. 



Streets between. 



\ r w Hampshire avenue and Twenty-first west. 



Diameter. Length. 



6-inch. 
. . do . . 



() and R north ----- 

Vermont avenue and Thirteenth west j - ao - 

NandO north — v, ' 

Nortli Carolina avenue and 15 south «" 



Twelfth west 



Eleventli, and 

I and lv north 

Sixth and Seventh east 

< ; and H north 

Second and Third cast 

First and Second west 

Nineteenth and Twentieth west 

Sixteenth and Seventeenth west 

Eleventh and Twelfth vast 

I and K north 

s and Boundary north 

1> and E north 

Second and Fourth east 

Eighteenth and Nineteenth west 

Fifth and Sixth west - 

Twenty-fourth and Twenty-sixth west 

Tenth and Twelfth west 

Fifteenth and Sixteenth west 

Ninth and Tenth east 

Thirteenth and Fourteenth west 

Third and Fourth east 

T and Lawrence north i hi.' h 

G and H northwest 



. ..do . 
...do . 
...do . 
...do . 
. ..do - 
...do . 
. . . do . 
...do . 
. . . do . 
. . . do . 
...do . 
. . . do 
...do 
. . . do . 
...do .. 
...do .. 
. . . do . • 
. . . do 
...do - - 
...do . . 

do . 
...do 



Total length. 



Feet. 
252 

1,170 

420 

1584 
276 
582 
660 

936 

432 
432 
516 
* 372 
600 
81 
576 
912 
444 
192 
948 
732 
234 
312 
144 
4*0 
828 
300 



13, 215 
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TIRE-PLUGS. 

There are in the District of Columbia 795 nreplugs, newly all of the 
McClXn patent. Nine have been erected since November 1, 1877, to 
June 30, 1878, of which the following is a correct list: 

Northwest corner Second and G streets, northeast. 

Southeast corner Second and F streets, southwest 

Southwest corner Twelfth and B streets, southeast. 

Southwest corner First and E streets, northeast. 

Northwest corner Twenty-tilth and M streets, northwest. 

Northeast corner Twenty-sixth and M streets, northwest. 

Northwest corner Eleventh and G streets, northeast. 

Southeast corner Ninth and I) streets, southeast. 

Northeast corner Third and I) streets, northeast. 



STOP- VALVES. 



From November 1. 1S77. to June 30, 1878, there have been 25 large 
stop-valves and boxes inserted, of which the following- is a correct list: 



Size. 



Location. 



One 2-way 6-inch Xorthwest corner of Q street and Vermont avenne, northwest. 

Do'. Center of Q street, east side Thirteenth .street, northwest. 

One 4-way 0-inch Center of T street, west side Eleventh street, northwest 

Do. Center of Seventh andC streets, northeast. 

One 2-way 6-inch Center of sixth street, east side C street, northeast. 

One 4-way 0-inch Center of Second ami G streets, northeast 

Do". Center of Third ami G streets, northeast 



One 



■ way 



■inch Center of Fstreet, west side First street, southwest. 

One 4-way 6-inch Center of Second ami F streets, southwest 

One "J-way 0-inch Northwest corner Nineteenth ami I. streets, northwest. 

Do'. Southeast corner Twentieth ami L streets, northwest. 

Do Center of Twelfth ami 15 streets, southeast. 

One 4-way 6-inch Center of First ami E streets, southeast. 

One 2-way 0-inch 1 Northeast corner Second street and Pennsylvania avenue, southeast. 

Do Northeast corner Fourth and B streets, southeast. 

One 4-way 6-inch (.'enter of Second street and Pennsylvania avenue southeast. 

Do I Center of 8 street, east side Nineteenth street, northwest. 



One 2- way 0-inch. 
One 4-way 0-inch. . 
( )nc 'J-way O ineh . . 
One 4-way 0-inch . . 
One 2- Way 6-inch . . 
One 4-way 6-inch.. 

Do! 

One 2-way 12-inch. 



Southeast corner Nineteenth and T streets, northwest 
Center of Twenty-fifth street, north side M street, northwest. 
Northwest corner Twenty-fourth and M streets, northwest 
Center of Eleventh andG streets, northwest. 
Center of Twelfth and G streets, northwest. 
Center of Tenth street, south side D street, southeast 
Center of Third street, north side D street, northeast. 
Southw est corner Eighteenth and Boundary streets, northwest 



HYDRANTS. 



There are in use in the District of Columbia 293 hydrants— 244 in 
Washington and 40 in Georgetown. Twenty-four new ones have been 
erected in the place of old ones. From November 1, 1877, to June 30, 
1878, 11 new hydrants have been erected— 0 in Washington and 2 in 
Georgetown— of which the following is a correct list : 

Washington. 

Maryland avenue and Thirteen th-and-a half street, southwest. 

Seventh and I streets, southwest. 

Twelfth and U streets, northwest. 

N street between Fourth and Fifth streets, northwest, 

Seventeenth and Y streets, northwest. 
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K street between Twenty-first and Twenty-second streets, north west. 

K and North Capitol streets, northeast. 

K and Fourth streets, southeast. 

M and Twenty-fifth streets, northwest. 

Georgetown. 

Green street and Canal. 

Bridge street, between West and Aqueduct streets. 
The following hydrants were erected in place of old ones : 

Washington, 

Covington street, between Ninth and Tenth streets, northwest. 
Tenth and N streets, northwest. 
Fourth and (1 streets, southeast. 
First and K streets, northwest. 

X street, between Twelfth and Thirteenth streets,, northwest. 
Twelfth and Vermont avenue, northwest. 
Third and M streets, northwest. 
Third and 1 streets, northwest. 

Washington street, between Fourth and Fifth streets, northwest. 
D street, between Third and Fourth-and-a-half streets, southwest. 
Massachusetts avenue, between Fourth and Fifth streets, northwest. 

Georgetown. 

High and Bridge streets. 
Washington and Stoddard streets. 
Green and Beall streets. 
North and West streets. 
Beall and Montgomery streets. 
Road and Washington streets. 
High and Market streets. 
High street and Cherry alley. 
High near Water street. 
Congress street near canal. 
Frederick and Bridge streets. 
Market and Fifth sheets. 
Dunbarton and Monroe streets. 

TAPS. 

^ From November 1, 1877, to June 30, 1878, 396 |-inch, 18 finch, and 
20 1-inch taps have been made. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

689 services turned off and on for non-payment and leaks. 

242 services remain off. 

426 services measured and examined. 

78 leaks in mains repaired. 
291 services reported and repaired. 

37 fountains repaired. 
-6, 624 times fire-plugs have been flushed. 
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950 times oiled. 
261 fire-plugs repaired. 
307 stop-cocks oiled. 
14 stop-cocks raised and lowered. 
12 stop-cocks repaired. 
440 hydrants repaired. 
23, 000 water-rent bills delivered. 
12, 000 tax notices delivered. 

PUMPS. 

There are 429 pumps in use in the District of Columbia, 3 of which 
^vere ere^ed betVeeil November 1, 1877, and June 30, 18*8, of which 
the following is a correct list: 

Ninth and II streets, northwest. 

Louisiana avenue, between Ninth and Tenth streets, northwest 
Seventeenth and East Capitol streets, northeast. 

TUMPS REPAIRED. 
There have been 010 repairs made to pumps. 

Since November 1. 1877, to the 30th day of June, 1878, Potomac water 
was introduced into 050 houses, classified as follows, viz: 

239 two stories. 16 feet and under. 1 Three stories. 28 feet. 

25 two Btories, 1? feet. 1 three stories, 38 feet 

f»4 two stories. 1> feet. 1 three stories, 40 feet. 

16 two stories. 19 feet, 2 four stones, 16 feet and under. 

55 two stories, 2<> feet. 1 four stones, is teet. 

13 two stories. 21 feet. 1 four stones, li> feet. 

? two stories. 22 feet. 3 four stories. 2<> leet. 

1 two stories. v>:'> feet, 4 tour stories. 21 feet. 

1 two Btories, 24 feet. 2 four stories, 22 feet. 

0 two stories. 25 feet. 2 four stories. 23 feet. 

1 two Btories, 26 feet. 1 four >t.»rie>. 24 leet. 

1 two stories. 29 feet. 6 four stories. ^5 feet. 

2 two stories. 30 feet. 1 four stories. 26 feet. 
1 two stories. 33 feet. 1 four stories. 27 feet. 

1 two stories. :?4 feet. 1 tour Stories, 28 feet. 

2 two stories. 35 feet. 1 four stories. 00 feet. 
1 two stories. feet. 1 rive stories. IT feet. 
1 two stories. 40 feet. 1 boat-house. 

54 three stories, If) feet an 1 ruler. 3 churches. 

1? three stories. 17 feet. 1 candy factory. 

41 three stories, 18 feet. 1 car-staMe. 

5 three stories. li> feet. 1 founders. 

35 three stories, -jo feet. 1 greenhouse. 

1 three stories. 21 feet. 1 medical college. 

S three stories. 22 feet. 2 oftiees. 

4 three stories. 2:? feet. 1 police court. 

2 three Btories, 24 feet. 5 sthUles. 

5 three Btories, 25 feet. 4 stores. 

2 three stories. 20 feet. 1 water-closet. 

1 three stories. -J? feet. 1 warehoused 

Statement shotting the amount of money collected by the collector of taxes 
for the water department from December L8, 1*77. to June 30, 1<S7S. 

Water-tax $10, 021 69 

Water-rent . . 77.014 39 

Water-taps 1,017 00 

Water-permits, &c "" 

89,990 58 
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Expenditures of the water department from November 1, 1877, to June 30, 

1878. 

Office rolls -15,056 77 

Contingent expenses of office 1,272 28 

Inspectors and laborers' rolls 33, 427 43 

Contingent expenses of department, pipe, material, &c 22,563 32 

Advertising for office 115 82 

Refunded erroneously-paid water-taxes, &c 188 CO 

62,624 22 

TABLE A. — Showing amount of outstanding water-tax and interest on June 30, 1878, time of 
maturity, assessment, and whether advertised or not advertised. 



Win n matur- 
ing 



July 1,1866 

July 1. 1867 

July 1,1868 

July 1. 1869 



July 1.1870 



July 1.1871 



July 1,1872 



July 1. 1873 



J "lv 1.1*74 



J 'ilv 1,1875 



4* 

= 

X 

= 



4 
4 

3 

3 
o 

m 

2 

5 



Assessment. 



July 
July 
July 



July 

July 
July 
July 



July 



July l, 1866. 

.....do 

do 

do' 

July l, 1867. 
July l, 1*66. 

......do 

July l. 1*67. 
July 1. 1868. 
July 1, 1866. 

.....do 

1. 1867. 
1. 1868. 
1. 18(19. 

do 

1. 1866. 

do 

1. 1867. 
1. 1868. 
1. 1869. 

do 

1. 1870. 

.....do 

July 1. 1867. 
July 1. isos. 
July 1. 1869. 

do 

1, 1870. 
do .... 
1. 1871. 

do 

1, 1868. 
1. 1869. 

do 

1. 1870. 
do .... 
1. 1871. 

do 

1. 1872. 

do* 

1. 1869 
do 

1. 1870. 
1. 1870. 
1. 1871. 

do 

1,1872. 

do 

1. 1873. 

do 

1. 1*70. 

do 

1. 1871. 

do 

1. 1872. 

do 

1. 1878. 

do 

1. 1871. 

do 

1. 1*72. 



July 

July 

July 
July 



July 

i 

July 

July 

July 



Julv 
July 
July 



July 
July 
July 
July' 
July 
July 



July 
July 



Whether adver- 
tised or not. 



Advertised 

Unadvertised 

Advertised 

Unadvertised 

Advertised 

. . .do 

Unadvertised 

Advertised 

...do 

...do 

Unadvertised 

Advertised 

. . -do 

...do 

Unadvertised 

Advertised 

Unadvertised 

Advertised 

...do 

..do 

Unadvertised 

Advertised 

Unadvertised 

Advertised 

...do 

...do 

Unadvertised 

Advertised 

Unadvertised 

Advertised 

Unadvertised 

Advertised 

...do 

Unadvertised 

Advertised 

Unadvertised 

Advertised 

Unadvertised 

Advertised 

Unadvertised 

Advertised 

Unadvertised 

Advertised 

Unadvertised 

Advertised 

Unadvertised 

Advertised 

Unadvertised 

Advertised 

Unadvertised 

Advertised 

Unadvertised 

Advertised 

Unadvertised 

Advertised 

Unadvertised 

Advertised 

Unadvertised 

Advertised 

Unadvertised 

Advertised 



Tny 

XctA. 


Til t prnct 


Total. 


$644 29 


$463 89 


$1,108 


18 


75 83 


o4 o9 


130 


42 


908 06 


t> m O OA 

().)3 80 


1,561 


86 


76 84 


oo 32 


132 


16 


43 51 


28 72 


72 


23 


1, 026 89 


739 36 


1,766 


25 


76 88 


56 86 


132 


23 


43 51 


28 71 


72 


22 


65 85 


39 51 


105 


36 


1, 114 29 


802 29 


1,916 


58 


76 90 


55 37 


132 


27 


43 51 


28 72 


72 


23 


82 93 


49 76 


132 


69 


99 02 


53 47 


152 


49 


50 15 


27 08 


77 


23 


1, 214 43 


874 39 


2, 088 


82 


76 90 


55 37 


132 


27 


112 79 


74 44 


187 


23 


137 00 


82 20 


219 


20 


138 51 


74 79 


213 


30 


50 15 


27 08 


77 


23 


302 44 


145 17 


447 


61 


1 90 


91 


2 


81 


131 43 


86 74 


218 


17 


195 24 


117 14 


312 


::s 


157 98 


85 31 


243 


29 


50 16 


27 08 


77 


24 


469 98 


225 59 


695 


57 


1 90 


91 


2 


81 


441 31 


185 35 


626 


06 


27 64 


11 61 


39 


25 


218 68 


131 21 


349 


89 


182 ob 




281 


14 


50 17 


27 09 


77 


26 


546 18 


261 68 


806 


86 


1 90 


91 


2 


81 


589 52 


247 60 


837 


12 


27 66 


11 61 


39 


27 


648 32 


233 39 


881 


71 


185 22 


66 68 


251 


90 


196 03 


105 85 


301 


88 


50 17 


27 09 


77 


26 


554 07 


265 95 


820 


02 


1 91 


91 


2 


82 


610 44 


256 38 


866 


82 


27 66 


11 61 


39 


27 


sue, 44 


290 32 


1, 096 


76 


185 25 


66 69 


251 


94 


781 24 


234 37 


1, 015 


61 


45 29 


13 59 


58 


88 


576 34 


276 64 


852 


98 


1 91 


91 


2 


82 


706 18 


290 59 


1, 002 


77 


27 67 


11 62 


39 
1, 165 


29 


871 33 


293 68 


01 


185 30 


66 70 


252 


00 


968 46 


290 54 


1, 259 


00 


45 31 


13 59 


58 


90 


991 36 


416 37 


1,407 


73 


27 68 


11 62 


89 


30 


1.084 70 


390 49 


1.475 


19. 



268 REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS OF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Table k.Sk*«i** of ouUU»*H»f ,r«t,r-n,r and i»fer»<, .f o.-C,>„tiuu,,l. 



= 

9 



Wbenmatur- J 



ing. 



July 1, 1873 4 
8 

July 1. 1876 B 
5 
4 
4 

July 1, 1877 5 

5 



Oct 

Oct. 

Nov, 
Oct. 



15, 1873 

24, 1873 

15, 1873 
15, 1873 



Oct. 24,1873 
Nov. 15, 1873 

Jan. 12,1874 

Feb. 20,1874 

Aug. 15,1874 

Doc. 15,1874 
Oct. 15,1875 
Oct. 24. 1875 

Nov. 15, 1875 
Jan. 12,1875 

Feb. 20,1875 



Aug. 

Dec. 

July 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 
Oct. 



15, 1875 
15, 1875 
12, 1875 
1,1875 
1, 1875 
1, 1875 

1, 1875 
15, 1876 



Oct. 24,1870 



Nov. 
Jan. 



15,1876 
12, 1870 



Fob. 20,1876 



A up. 15,1876 
Dec. 15, 1876 
12, 1876 
1, 1876 
1, 1876 
1, 1876 



July 
Sept. 
Oct 
Nov. 



Dec. 
Feb. 



1, 1876 
15, 1876 



June 15,1876 

June 20,1876 

Aug. 1,1876 

Sept 1, 1876 

Sept. 15,1876 

Oct. 2,1876 

Oct. 23,1876 

Dec 1, 1876 

Jan. 12,1877 



Assessment. 



July 1,1872. 
July l. 1873. 

.....do 

July l. 1872. 

do 

July 1. 1873. 

.do 

do 

do..-. 



Whether adver- 
tised or not. 



1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
•_> 
•> 

M 
•> 

') 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 

9 



2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 
o 



Total of tax assessed 

to July 1. 1873 

October 15. 1873 

do 

October 24, 1873 

do • 

November 15. 1873 

October 15, 1873 

do 

October 24. 1873 

do . 

November 15. 1873 

do 

January 12, 1 '74. 



T 'nadvertised . 
Advertised . . 
Unadvertised 

Advertised . . . 
Fnadvertised 

Advertised • • ■ 
Fnadvertised 
Advertised . . 
Fnadvertised 



Tax. 



Interest. 



Advertised . . 
Fnadvertised 
Advertised 
Fnadvertised 
Advertised . . 

...do 

Fnadvertised 
Advertised 
Uhadvertised 
Advertised . . 
Uhadvertised 

Advertised . . 



$155 74 
1.223 59 
45 34 
1,309 4ti 
i!»o iit> 
1. 595 53 
48 4 5 
1,708 85 
48 85 



.do ' FnadvertiM 

■ Advertised 



February 20, 1874 



do : Fnadvertised 



August 15, 1874 ... 

do 

December 15. 1*74 . 
October 15. 1873 ... 
October 24, 1873 ... 

do 

November 15. 1873. 
January 12, 1*74... 

do 

February 20, 1874.. 

do 

August 15. 1*74 . .. 
December 15. Is74 

July 12. 1875 

September 1. 1*75. 



Advertised 

Fnadvertised 

Advertised 

. . do 

. . do 

Fnadvertised 

Advertised 

...do 

Fnadvertised 

Advertised 

Fnadvertised 

Advertised 

. . . .do 

...do 

do 

do 



October 1, 187o 

November 1, 1875 ! do 

do Unadvertised 

December 1, 1875 \ Advertised .. 

October 15, 1873 ....do 

do j Fnadvertised 

October 24, 1873 ; Advertised .. 

do i Unadvertised 

November 15, 1873 1 Advertised .. 

January 12. 1874 '....do 

do Fnadvertised 

February 20, 1*74 Adv< »rtised 



do. 

August 15, 1874 ... 
December 15, is74 . 

July 12, 1875 

September 1. 1*75. . 

October 1, 1*7.") 

November 1, 1875 . . 
do 

December l, 1875... 

February 15. 1876.. 
...... do 

June 15, 1876 

do 

June 20, 1876 

August 1. 1876 

do 

September 1. 1876 . 

September 15, 1876. 

October 2, 1876 

October 23, wo 
December 1. 1876 . . 
January 12, 1874 ... 
do 



Unadvertised 

Advertised 

- • • »^lO ...... a*...* 

....do 

...do 

• • • - 

...do 

Unadvertised 

Advertised 

. . do 

Unadvertised 

Advertised 

Unadvertised 

Advertised 

. . do 

Fnadvertised 

Advertised 

...do 

do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

Fnadvertised ... 



. i - 4 - J d\ 4 


1 1 C.-'T '11 


lUn •>•> 


'to no 

OU o.» 


0 J-> 


1 77 
l i i 


J.»J - 1 


70 70 






11*1 tut 

li s W 


'Jl SSI 
.51 41.5 


JJ*> * <> 


I'.'l 77 
41.) * t 


0 J*> 


1 77 


J. > J M 


7o Q9 
(O .'_ 


12 .w 




1 • i 1 I 14* 


.5.5 .)!» 


.) 


1 0O 


i i > 1 1 1 0 


111" J.0 


1 .I hJ 1 

12 Ol 


.5 -*.5 


81 .>.» 


_1 .).) 


• mm i4 

156 14 


In w 'll 

HI Ml 


490 93 


114 14 
11* 14 


12 07 


J .*( I 


938 78 


llltl li 


42* 4* 


I'll AX 

1 _ ; 00 


MO ol 


i ->o 111 
1 J.) 49 


12 80 


.5 .)1 


139 *7 


t,U %J 1 

AH Hi 


444 43 


119 10 


12 81 


■i 4.5 


9 i ( >o 


J.i 40 


156 H 


40 Be 


599 76 


law 44 


1. 156 86 


• 1 4 1 (JO 

J4-> *•> 


186 86 


.).{ JO 


12 08 


2 15 


33 97 


r i»ii 

o 80 


584 07 


90 4.» 


14 XFi 




22<» 75 


34 22 


935 39 


264 25 


3 62 


1 02 


548 51 


154 13 


12 50 


3 51 


182 25 


50 57 


734 71 


196 90 


13 29 


3 55 


129 15 


33 79 


156 14 


40 86 


1.031 52 


239 83 


1. 450 39 


308 21 


265 22 


47 21 


27 09 


4 61 


82 07 


13 54 


825 97 


132 16 


18 08 


•J 89 


300 18 


46 53 


490 76 


69 93 


1 31 


19 


297 52 


36 45 


6 25 


76 


10 68 


1 30 


197 93 


22 76 


11 20 


1 29 


103 46 


11 38 


106 57 


11 46 


152 28 


5 94 


186 46 


18 88 


433 11 


41 15 


1, 117 51 


299 49 


12 02 


3 41 



Total. 



$56 06 


$211 80 


367 08 


1. 590 67 


13 60 


58 04 


471 41 


1,780 87 


68 42 


258 4* 


178 66 


2.1)74 I!) 


14 53 


62 08 


512 65 


2,221 50 


14 65 


63 50 



L 



37, 085 38 
136 62 
8 02 
323 06 
16 01 
1 L5 62 
289 53 
8 02 
323 30 
16 01 
154 65 
7 18 
508 57 
16 24 
102 86 
197 03 
605 07 
14 *7 
138 27 
549 53 
590 30 
16 01 
178 68 
503 53 
16 24 
122 46 
197 03 
739 20 
1.402 69 
226 12 
14 83 
39 57 
077 52 
16 90 
254 97 
1, 199 64 
4 64 
702 64 

10 01 
232 82 
931 61 

16 84 
162 94 
197 00 
271 35 
'58 60 
12 43 
31 70 
95 61 
958 13 
20 97 
346 71 
560 69 
1 50 
333 97 
7 01 

11 98 
220 69 

12 49 
114 84 
118 03 
158 22 
205 34 
474 26 

00 

*15 43 



1, 
1, 



31: 



1,411 
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Table A. — Showing amount of outstanding water-tax and interest, $c— Continued. 



When matur- 
ing. 



Feb. 20.1877 

Aug. W.1877 

Dec 15,1877 

Jan. 1. 1877 

July 12,1877 

Sept 1, 1877 

Oct 1.1877 

Nov. 1. li*77 

Dec l. 1877 

Feb. 15,1877 

June 15, 1877 

June 20, 1*77 

An-. 1, 1877 

Sept 1. 1*77 

Sept 15, 1877 

Oct. 2,1877; 

Oct. 23,1877 

Dec 1,1877 

Jan. 15, 1877 

Mar. 1. IsTT 

Apr. 1«>, 1^77 

May 12, ls77 

May 21.1*77 

July 10,1877 

A«f, 20.1877 

S«pt 1,1877 

Dec 1,1877 

Jan. 1.1X78 

July 12,1878 

Sept. i.iH7h 

Oct. 1,1878 

Nov. 1,1 s7s 

Dec. i,iK7h 

Feb, 15, 1*7* 

June 15,1878 

-I uue 20,1878 

Am. 1,1878 

Sept 1,1878 

Oct. 2,1878 

Oct. 23, 1*7* 

Dec. l, 187* 
15,1878 

•Mar. 1,1878 

Apr. 16,1878 

May 12,1878 

May 21,1878 

July 10,1878 

A "g. 20, 1878 

g«pt 1,1878 

Dec 1,1878 

**'b- 1,1878 



Assessment. 



= 



4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 



• > 

2 

2 

2 

2 
•» 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
o 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
o 

2 
2 

2 
2 
2 
1 



Whether adver- 
tised or not. 



Advertised 
Unadvertised 
Advertised . . 
Unadvertised 
Advertised . . 
...do ........ 

Unadvertised 
Advertised . - 



February 20, 1874 Advertised . . 

do Unadvertised 

AugUMt 15. 1*74 . . . 
. . do 

1»< cembei 15. 1874 

do 

January 1. 1875 ... 

Julv 12', 1*75 

...*.:. do 

September 1. 1*75. 

do Unadvertised 

October 1, 1*73 Advertised 

do 

November 1 

do 

1 December l, 1*75 

do 

February 15, 1*76 

June 15. WO 

do 

June 20, 1*70 Advertised .. 

August 1.1870 do ........ 

jo Unadvertised 



1 675 . 



Unadvertised . 

Advertised 

Unadvertised . 
Advertised — 
Unadvertised . 

Advertised 

...do 

Unadvertised - 



2 September 1. 1876 Advertised 



do 



September 15, 1*76. . . 

do 

October 2. 1876 

do 

October 28, 1876 

do 

Dec ember 1, 1876 

do 

■January 15. 1*77 

March 1, 1*77 

April 10 1*77 

May 12. 1*77 

May 21, 1877 

July 10. 1877 

.....do. 

August 20. Is77 

September 1, 1*77 

do 

December 1, 1877 

do 

January 1. 1875 

do 

July 12, 1875 

September l . 1875 — 

< October 1. 1*75 

November 1, 1875 - 

December 1. 1*75 .... 

Februarv 15, 1876 Advertised . ... 

do . Unadvertised . - - 

June 15. 1876 ; Advertised .... 

do Unadvertised 

June 20i 1*76 

do 

August 1. 1870.... 

September 15. 1876 
do 

October 2, 1876.... 

October 23, 1876... 

December 1, 1876 . 

January 15, 1877.. 

do 

March 1, 1877 

j[ 0 | Unadvertised 

April 10.' 1877! Advertised 

...... do Unadvertised 

May 12, 1877! 

do 

Mav 21, 1877 

July 10, 1877 

August 20. 1877. .. 
September 1. 1877 
December 1, 1877 



Unadvertised 
Advert ised . . 
Unadvertist d 
Advertised . . 
Unadvertised 

Advertised . . 
Unadvertised 
Advertised . . , 
Unadvertised 
Advertised . . 

...do 

...do 

...do 

. . .do 

Unadvertised 

. . .do 

Advertised . . 
Unadvertised 

Advertised . . 
Unadvertised 
Advertised . . 
I nad vert ised 
Advertised - . 
Unadvertised 

...do 

...do 

...do 



Advertised 

Unadvertised 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

Advertised 

Unadvertised 

Advertised 



Advertised 

Unadvertised 

Advertised 

Unadvertised 

do 
do 
do 



February L 1878.!.' Advertised 



Tax. 


Interest. 


Total. 


$154 


36 


$4(1 10 

ip-iV OO 


•ply* / 0 


L56 


14 


id 88 

4U OO 


1 07 ft'> 
Xifl vZ 


1. 267 


32 


oo 


1 KA1 (17 
1, OOl VI 


216 


10 


M '>-t 

OV — *T 


— OO 04 


2. 429 


51 


R1A 97 
U I U — 1 


9 QAZ* 7U 
kHO 1 0 


150 


30 


OX 0~t 


1 89 OA 


20 


lit 


4 9A 

4 ..4 


OA 4Q 


627 


52 


Ill TO 
11 1 iv 


7*{Q no 
1 oif H 


04 


97 


I 1 "if! 

II ou 


7fl 

(O OO 


40 


97 


7 08 
1 On 


o-i yo 


10 


ot; 


1 71 
X t X 


1 1 77 

XL 1 1 


180 


00 


9(1 TO 
— 0 1 V 


ono 70 
— (iy (u 


19 


09 


V 1 
0 10 


OO O 1 
-Z _4 


1. 082 


01 


1-'f •)•) 

J <•) 


1 9^^ iJQ 
1, -OO CO 


to 


35 


1. 1 u 


S'w vO 


463 


(Mi 


71 77 
IX il 


K&A B'i 

• )->4 e.S 


40 


29 


l\ '>1 
') _4 


Aft 

40 00 


686 


23 


(in i.r. 

J\> OO 


79« QQ 
1 AV otf 


407 


5* 


Id QV 


A ".7 ^1 


6 


25 


77 
/ 1 


7 n*> 


10 


70 


1 SI) 
X ou 


1 9 ( lO 
XL UU 


64* 


30 


7! "ifi 

( 4 OU 


799 (1*) 


14* 


97 


17 OO 
X 1 Vtf 


XUO UO 


106 


7* 


*>i <;i 

— 1 04 


— 1 0 1. 


24 


04 


A 04 


9R 

— O Do 


339 


08 


'if! 47 
00 4 1 


0 1 O OU 


64 


*7 


ft Q7 

O if I 


71 cr 


125 


38 


IV 19 
lo Xii 


xoo ov 


100 


75 


xv 04 


111 90 


305 


41 


VO OO 
OV OU 


'I'lft VI 
OOO ol 


7 


26 


79 


7 Qfi 


731 


88 


r.o si 

VV OO 


801 41 

ijVX ^1 


26 


77 


9 ",4. 
- 04 


9Q VI 
—<J 01 


585 


13 


r «1 90 
Ol —V 


o.>u OO 


145 


42 


1 1 (iV 
J 1 OO 


J O f uo 


48 


77 


V \1 
0 OO 


r i9 vn 

OZ OV 


11 


02 


1 o 


11 7t 
11 (O 


44 


9* 


•) (H 


4,7 Q9 


542 


81 


VI lift 

ox no 


".74 47 
OH 4 ( 


15 


72 


81 
SJ 


JO OO 


7 


27 


V8 
oo 


< OO 


86 


03 


A 'in 

4 OU 


QO V'i 
tyv 00 


33 


30 


1 ftft 

1 OO 


V4 Qft 


5*4 


53 


On Ad 
-V 40 


f>04 OQ 

ou4 yy 


45 


32 


1 ">Q 

X Oit 


4fi 01 

40 y 1 


32 


16 


6 75 


38 91 


11 


97 


2 ol 


14 48 


7*4 


17 


1 VQ "»8 

loy oo 


09 V 7"> 


106 


90 


18 17 

lo X 1 


19r; (17 
J ~o v t 


358 


98 




418 91 
41 0 :i 


1,524 


68 


J4.> DU 


1 7H8 ft'l 
X , ( Do 09 


902 


30 


j.jy so 


1 049 1 1 ; 

1, V'iC lO 


ti70 


41 




77c 00 

11" i.O 


146 


52 


.111 v . 


KI7 40 
1 0 1 40 


669 


63 


o£ vo 


7 r i1 lili 
1 OX w 


37 


13 


A 


41 (18 
4 1 OO 


37 


45 


4 00 


49 OO 


l. 329 


31 


lOiS 8/ 


1 ■! C9 1 8 
J , 4o^ 18 


33* 


92 


117 tiu 

37 J* 


O/O JU 


575 


96 


*• 1 M-i 


(vtn 88 
Oo / <*o 


50* 


37 


Ov 4* 


O^ ( 00 


414 


55 


41 94 


4\»; 40 
400 4y 


1, 198 


28 


113 84 


1 VI 9 19 
1, •>! _ AS 


549 


37 


4o vl 


Off < 


281 


72 


li4 00 


VOR V7 
OUO O 1 


153 


52 


19 28 


165 80 


12 


50 


1 00 


13 50 


140 


14 


10 13 


150 27 


36 


67 


2 65 


39 32 


32 


53 


2 21 


34 74 


15 


55 


1 01 


16 56 


71 


59 


4 74 


76 33 


562 


94 


32 84 


595 78 


31 


37 


1 62 


32 99 


158 


*4 


7 94 


166 78 


804 


86 


28 16 


833 02 


367 


60 


.... 9 19 


376 79 
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Table A.— Showing amount of outstanding water-tax and interest, ^-c— Continued. 



"When matur- 
ing. 



Feb. 1, 1878 
Mar. 19,1878 
Apr. 1, 1878 

May 1,1878 



Feb. 

June 

June 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Dec, 

Jan. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

May 

Juno 

July 

Aug. 

Sept 
Deo. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

Jan'. 

Afar. 

Apr. 

May 

May 

June 

July 

Au£. 

Sept. 

Deo. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 



18, 1879 
15, 1879 
20, 1879 
1, 1879 
1, 1879 
15, 1879 
2, 1879 
23, 1879 
1, 1879 
15, 1879 
1, 1879 
1(5, 1879 
12, 1879 
21, 1879 
1, 1879 
10, 1879 
20, 1879 
1, 1879 
1,1879 
1, 1879 
19, 1879 
1, 1879 
1, 1879 
15, 1880 
1,1880 
1, 1880 
12, 1880 
21, 18S0 
1, 1880 
10, 1880 
20, 1880 
1. 1880 
1, 1881) 
1, 1880 
19, 1880 
1, 1880 
1, 1880 

1, 1881 
19, 1881 
1, 1881 

1, 1881 



4i 

a 

s 

01 



Assessment. 



1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
4 
i 
i 
4 
4 
4 
i 
4 
4 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 

9 
m 

o 

— 

2 
2 
4 

4 i 

4 

4 

1 

4 | 

4 

4 

4 

4 

3 I 

3 

3 

3 ! 

* 
4 

4 



Whether adver- 
tised or not. 



February 1, 1878 

March 19. 1878 

April 1, 1878 

do 

May 1, 1878 

.....do 

February 15, 1876 

June 15/1876 do 

June 20, 1876 do 

August 1, 1876 do 

September 1, 1876 do 

September 15, 1876 do 

October 2, 1876 do 

October 23, 1876 do 

December 1, 1876 do 

January 15, 1877 do 

March 1, 1877 do 

April 16, 1877 do 

May 12, 1877 do 

May 21, 1877 do 

June 1, 1877 do 

July 10, 1877 | do 

August 20, 1877 do 

September 1, 1877 do 

December 1, 1877 do 

February 1, 1878 do 

March lit. 1878 do 

April 1, 1878 do 

May 1, 1878 do 

January 15, 1877 do 

March 1. 1877 do 

April 1. 1877 do 

May 12. 1877 do 

May 21, 1877 do 

dune 1, 1877 do 

July 10, 1877 do 

August 20. 1877 do 

September l. 1877 do 

December 1, 1877 do 

February l. 1878 do 

March 19. 1878 d« 

April 1. 1878 do 

May 1, 1878 do 

February l. 1878 > do 

March 19, 1878 do 

April 1, 1878 do 

May 1, 1878 do 



Unadvertised 
Advertised . . 

...do , 

Unadvertised 
Advertised . . . 
Unadvertised 
...do 



Tax. 


Interest. 


Total. 


$249 27 


$6 23 


$255 50 


9 27 


18 


9 45 


321 41 


4 81 


326 22 


263 97 


3 97 


267 94 


307 47 


3 07 


310 54 


65 93 


66 


66 59 


1,293 18 


184 28 


1, 477 46 


734 63 


89 99 


824 62 


37 38 


4 54 


41 92 


1, 352 28 


155 51 


1, 507 79 


339 05 


37 30 


376 35 


583 88 


62 76 


646 64 


568 90 


59 54 


628 44 


425 23 


43 02 


468 25 


1, 198 83 


113 89 


1, 312 72 


1, 222 08 


106 93 


I, 329 01 


285 58 


22 85 


308 43 


257 43 


18 62 


276 05 


127 06 


8 64 


135 70 


39 56 


2 60 


42 16 


13 10 


85 


13 95 


586 39 


34 20 


620 50 


40 30 


2 08 


42 38 


158 84 


7 94 


166 78 


805 10 


28 18 


833 28 


1, 147 95 


28 70 


1, 176 65 


9 26 


18 


9 44 


1, 035 08 


15 52 


1,050 60 


184 T6 


4 85 


489 61 


1, 226 65 


lit 73 


1, 237 38 


285 75 


22 80 


308 61 


257 M 


18 63 


276 17 


127 10 


8 64 


135 74 


39 59 


2 69 


42 28 


13 10 


85 


13 95 


080 40 


34 21 


nju oi 


40 32 


2 22 


42 54 


158 84 


7 94 


166 78 


805 11 


28 18 


833 29 


1, 169 87 


29 24 


1,199 11 


9 26 


18 


9 44 


1, 033 41 


• 15 50 


1, 048 91 


4*8 06 


4 88 


492 94 


1. 169 91 


29 25 


1. 199 16 


9 26 


18 


9 44 


1, 033 42 


15 50 


1, 048 92 


488 06 


4 88 


492 94 


91, 850 41 


20,265 50 


112, 115 91 



Xote.— In this list is included the advertisement of July 15, 1878, which was prepared in June. 
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Table B.— Showing the amount of water-main tax collected from November 1, 1877, to June 

30, 1878, inclusive. 



Tax. 


Interest. 


Total. 


$811 63 


$205' 51 


$1, 017 14 


ifOO \fi) 


loA y4 


i i on on 
1, 189 89 


Q1A It 1 

oil) ill 


lot 4/ 


nn^7 no 
997 9S 


1, 104 ill) 


oZb o4 


1, !•> 1 OO 


OSS SS 


1*4 lb 


OO t\A 

ODJ 04 




1 •> 1 QA 

121 84 


5JJ O.J 


OOl 81 


lOs 10 


flAn nT 

703 97 


lob ( y 


4'J 08 


00/4 C7 

<5d4 87 


5, 501 55 


I, 470 70 


6, 972 25 


778 92 


78 56 


857 48 


1. .lb.) 89 


10b ol 


1, 4/2 50 


1, 214 24 


113 51 


1, 327 75 


1. 395 63 


92 56 


1,488 19 


1, 891 91 


130 09 


2, 022 00 


*> i it'll i <1S 


T 1 Ul. 


9 107 QO 


1, 094 63 


57 72 


1, 152 35 


1,218 46 


126 59 


1, 344 99 


11,020 66 


752 59 


U, 773 25 


5, 501 55 


1, 470 70 


6, 972 25 


11. 020 66 


752 59 


11, 778 25 


16, 522 21 


2, 223 29 


18, 745 50 



ADVERTISED. 

Collected in November, 1877 

Collected in December, 1877 

Collected in January, 1878 

Collected in February, 1878 

Collected in March, 1878 

Collected in April, 1878 

Collected in May, 1878 

Collected in June, 1878 

Total 

UN" ADVERTISED. 

Collected in November, 1877 

Collected in December. 1877 

Collected in January, 1*78 

Collected In February, 1878 

Collected in March, 1878 

Collected in April, 1878 

Collected in Mav. 1878 

Collected in June, 1878 

Total 

TOTAL COLLECTIONS. 

Advertised 

TTuadvertised 

Total 



Table C. — Amount of water-main tax assessed from November 1, 1877, to 

June 30, 1878, inclusive. 

Total assessment of December I, 1H77 3,979 (54 

Total assessment of February 1, 1^7H 5,715 77 

Total assessment of April 1. 1878 5.387 81 

Total assessment of May 1, 1*7H 8, 134 51 



— 



Total 17,217 73 

Table D. — Showing the principal of the tax assessed to the District of Columbia and unpaid 

on June 30, 1878. 



Date of assessment. 



J»ly 1, 1866 ... 
July 1, 1866 ... 
July I, 1869 ... 
July 1, 1871 ... 

Jujy 1, 1872 

•Tul.V 1, 1873 

October 24, 1873 . . 
-February 20, 1874 
August 1, 1876 ... 
-February 1, 1878.. 



Total. 



Whether ad- 
vertised or 
not. 



Advertised . . . 
Unadvertised . 
.do 



t 

.do 
.do 
.do 
.do 
.do 



Amount ad- 
vertised. 



$236 62 



Amount un- 
advertised. 



$379 35 
175 20 
9 16 
634 35 
106 08 
50 00 
624 56 
56 79 
222 06 



Total. 



$236 62 



2, 257 55 
2,494 17 
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Tou.eE 3k9*i*3 * MMMiiU «M0Md *o f*€ tout** of the colored school* of Wash- 

ington, D. C. 



1- .-• : «c-ri:t. 


Whether ad- Amooa | M- 
TertlMd or vertiMd. 
not 


Amount un- 
advertised. 


Total. 






*T5 60 

las n 

1*4 2-2 


^419 r.7 






73 97 



When I T<*.k charge of the office, on December 18. 1>77. I found a 
want of system in its management and an unnecessary large number of 

employes. _ 

The nnmber of inspectors has been reduced from 2t to 11. one o! whom 
is detailed for clerical duty, thereby saving a large yearly expense to 
the District government The District has been Laid ort' into ten sab- 
districts, and each inspector is furnished with a badge, showing that he 
is an authorized agent of the department, a section of the map of the 
District showing where the water-mains, fire-plugs, hydrants, stop-cocks, 
and pumps are located; also, printed rules for his guidance and printed, 
extracts from the laws relating to the water department, which enable 
him to furnish the water-takers with all information on the subject of 
water. 

A u complaint-book v has been opened, in which all matters relating 
to repairs of service-pipes, waste of water. &c, are noted under a regu- 
lar heading, and is a complete record of the daily operations of the work- 
ing of the office. This book proves a valuable addition to the efficiency 
of the office, and will show that parties are never more than forty-eight 
hours behind in complying with the notices served upon them by the 
inspectors to correct any evil that may be complained of. 

There was a large amount of water rent in arrears, running back, in 
many instances, for three years, all of which has been collected, but not 
until, iu the majority of cases, the water was cut onT for non-payment 
At the present date the rents are all paid up, ami I trust the assess- 
es for water mains in arrears will be promptly met It will be ob- 
served that a large portion of the water 'main tax has been due long 
>:iiOe. and the property which is subject to assessment ha s been sold for 
' - ' v *• In every instance the District has been the purchaser. 

T:.< tax-payers have been allowed from time to time to redeem, upon 
the payment of the tax. accrued interest, and the expenses of advertise- 
Mat and sale. This has not proved sufficient to enforce the prompt 
v.vment °* the tax for laying water-mains and erecting fire-plugs, hy- 



T:.< 



ie interest upon this tax is so extremely low. that many, who are 
abundantly able to pay the moderate tax levied for this purpose, prefer 
• - the tax rest upon their propertv, and to use their funds for other 
IHinv- and, in many rases, it is only when a sale of property is made 
and puehasers require the lien of the tax to be removed that the water 
department s able to collect this tax. As the water-mains, when laid, 
must be paid tor in cash out of the funds of the water department, it 
. ~ - • tlit ii cost is to be considered a perpetual loan 

::-< :a\ : ayers. it is only a question of time when the water depart- 
ment win ce as e to have funds to lay them. 

The large amount of th ; s tax outstanding prompts the question 
m*ts*f something more practical cannot be done to enforce its eoDec- 
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tion. It is for the honorable Commissioners to apply a remedy, if one 
can be found, to this defect; but I would suggest that when property 
aas been sold, and the time of redemption has expired, steps be taken 
to have a deed issued to the Commissioners in trust for the water de- 
partment. 

I would respectfully recommend that you apply to Congress for au- 
thority to make such regulations for the charge of water-rents as will be 
more equitable than the existing law. For Instance, under the present 
law, parties whose houses have the same frontage are charged the same 
tor water for domestic purposes, although one of the houses maybe only 
one room deep, and have only one water-spigot, while the other may be 
of the deptli of the lot and may have any number of water-fixtures. 

1 also recommend that a L2-inch main be laid on First street between 
Massachusetts and Pennsylvania avenues, northwest, which can be done 
at an estimated cost of $5,255.70. Jf this is done, the 36-inch main will 
be disconnected from the 30-inch main, and the former used for the high- 
service and the latter for the low-service. The laying of this pipe will 
greatly benefit the water-takers on Capitol Hill, for at present the water 
runs down from Capitol Hill to supply the low grounds at the foot of the 
( apitol. 

1 would further recommend that a 12-inch main be laid to connect 
Capitol Hill with the stand-pipe, which can be done at an estimated cost 
of $23,800—16,800 feet of pipe being required. 

This expense, as also the eost of laying the main on First street, Con- 
gress would be willing to appropriate money for, no doubt, if asked to do 
so, particularly as the Capitol building and grounds will be greatly bene- 
fited, for the reason that the expense of laying water-mains in front of 
public reservations and lowering the same at the time of grading the 
streets was borne by this department. 

Section 198 of the Revised Statutes relating to the District of Colum- 
bia provides that "The water rates levied in Washington and George- 
town shall never be a source of revenue other than as a means of keep- 
ing up to said cities a supply of water, but shall constitute a fund exclu- 
sively for the maintenance and repair of the system of water distribu- 
tion;' 1 contend that, under the law, public school-houses, market- 
houses, and all other property owned by the District, in front of which 
water-mains are laid, should be credited to the water fund and charged 
against the fund for the maintenance of said institutions. The institu- 
tions should also pay a regular yearly water rent, which should likewise 
he charged and credited in a similar manner. 

One of the great troubles this department has to contend with is the 
great quantity of water wasted by the departments of the United States. 
There are between 23,000,000 and 24,000,000 of gallons of water supplied 
daily to the cities of Washington and Georgetown, one-half of which is 
consumed by the United States. 

If the United States Departments can be induced to cease wasting the 
water, there will be less complaint of the want of water by the water- 
takers on the high grounds. 

Parties on Capitol Hill are able to get more or less water at night and 
on Sundays; but as soon as work commences at the navy -yard their 
supply is reduced to such an extent that complaints are constantly made 
at this office of the want of water by the residents of that section of the 
City. Besides, many of the employes of the United States Government 
Departments who live on the high grounds acknowledge that their 
scarcity of water is owing to the waste in the departments. If Congress 
noes not take some action to correct this evil, an additional large main 
18 c D 
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_n, hive t0 be laid from the distributing reservoir above C.oorjretown, to 
LLtMk water-takers of the District, which wdi cos aim,,, 
2 (k"( m » If Confess wiD pass a law requiring meters to be attached 
KWeVartoent!^d )ix the amount of water that each department 
8ha i] be allowed to us.', it may correct the evil. 

In conclusion, I take pleasure in saying that the presert^orce e 1 11 ] >1 <>y < - d 
in the wat.-r department are mm, of intelligence and industry and hat 
whatever success 1 y have attained in the administration ot theoftce 

greatly due to their efforts. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, q ^ 

Water Registrar. 

Maj. Wm. J. Twining. U. S. A., 

' Engineer Commissioner of the District oj < olumbia. 



Appendix 8 '•>. 

report of thi: surveyor. 

Surveyor's Office, District of Columbia, 

Washington, Ik ( '.. November 1, 1878. 
sitc: Complying with your instructions of October is. I have the honor 
bo submit i report of the operations of this office since the loth Novem- 
ber, 1*77. 

Since that date services as follows have been performed upon orders 
from property holders : 

surveys ?f? 

Subdivisions made and recorded and certified plats issued A1U 

Obedient to orders from the honorable Commissioners, services have 
been rendered the District of Columbia as follows : 

Surveys. 

Squares in tin 1 city of Washington ? 

Squares in the city of Washington for numbering bouses ? 

Lots in the city of Washington £ 

streets in Washington and Georgetow n , 

Streets and roads in the county ^ 

Alleys in the city of Washington 

The west line of Bratty and Hawkins's addition to Georgetown resur- 
veyecL 

Examination* and reports. 

li«»a»ls and streets in the county J 

Alleys in tlu- city ml" Washington , ~ ..... . '.I'.llY. '.Ill Y... 13 

Special assessment and pro-rata adjustment of taxes upon 232 lots, in 
t.; squares in Washington, was prepared for the collector of taxes ot the 
I Hstrict of < Columbia. 

TLA1\S, ETC. 

Plats of subdivisions furnished superintendent assessments and taxes 
"t the District of Columbia, 12:*. 

^ Plats showing subdivisionsof property on Fayette, Dumbarton. West, 
and Stoddert streets, Georgetown, togetherwith list of property holders 
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and assessments for water-mains on these streets, have been prepared 
and furnished the water registrar of the District of Columbia, repre- 
senting 22 squares and 124 lots. 

Abstracts of title to property in Washington, 5j search of titles to 
property in Georgetown for water registrar, 02. 

For the special information of the board of assessors, Mr. II. W. 
Brewer was appointed by the Commissioners in April last to survey the 
wharf property in Georgetown, embracing the river front lying between 
Rock Creek and the Aqueduct Bridge, and south of Water street. 

Dpon the completion of that work — to further facilitate assessments — 
the survey was extended to embrace the range of squares lying west of 
Rock Creek, and several squares in other parts of the city, where im- 
portant errors were known to exist. Plats of these surveys have been 
prepared and placed in the hands of the board of assessors. 

The squares included in the surveys are 2, 3, 4, 5, 0, 7, 8, and 0 along 
the Potomac; 1, 23, 24, 46, 47, 07, and 08 bordering upon Kock Creek; 
hinds lying east of square 93 and south of West street continued; squares 
12. 14, 1 1, 1 12, and parts of squares 20, 20, 48, 70, 13, 15, 18, 30, 110, and 
117, lying elsewhere within the city limits. 

The necessity of this work was referred to in my report for 1877, and 
for reasons there stated should be continued. 

As an example of erroneous records and lines in Georgetown may be 
mentioned the west line of "Beatty and Hawkins's addition," wherein 
1 found, by actual measurement. — verified by triangulations — a defi- 
ciency of 165 feet in three-quarters of a mile, involving a loss of over 
74.000 square feet of valuable ground between this line and Back street. 
Other important errors are known to exist, and I' beg to recommend a 
continuance of the work until an entire resurvey of the town is accom- 
plished and the errors eliminated or their location established. 

THE COUNTY. 

In my report of last year I had the honor to suggest "that a book of 
plats, showing all subdivisions and their areas, and all other tracts of 
property in the county embraced within the limits of certain roads as 
boundaries, be prepared and kept in this office, and that, as future sub- 
divisions and changes in ownership occur, such changes be recorded in 
this book." 

To the assessors such a record would be of the greatest service, en- 
abling them at a glance to correctly fix the location of property and its 
proximity to public ways, and more accurately determine areas and val- 
uation. 

In this connection I further suggest, the surveyors' office being the 
lawful depository of surveys and plats, that descriptions of all surveys 
Nade in the county be filed in this office, where they may be duly re- 
corded for future reference. 

< tounty property has so increased in value that the time when it must 
be rcsurveyed cannot be remote. 

The recital in the old surveys of the description of the so-called 
' bome-line," being "from the last-named bound in a straight line to the 
bbice of beginning," without specifying course or distance, is too indef- 
!,, ib'. and often truly covers " acres, more or less," making the area as 
^definite as the " home-line;" The necessity of depositing in the office 
1 the surveyor all data touching the recent surveys becomes apparent. 
Referring to so much of my last annual report as relates to the d< fini- 
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Him of the boundary linos of the District, and the erection of line stone, 
tion ot iDeuuumu 11 fiirther repeat the recommendations then 

at frequent abundantly demonstrated 

made, the e^ Tl.e monuments In-in, 

theaAvisabihty of ^gg^J™ it'is entirely accidental if onf 
S Q wl^^^i^^U^ 1 ;^^- the boundary, or that two are visi- 
We from The same standpoint: hence, the police Limits being ^mdeflnite, 
tile execution of the law is obstructed, and lines being doubtful, tin- as- 
sessment of property becomes also doubttul. 



(MTV. 



\ nractice as vicious as reprehensible obtains anion- contractors and 
builders, which deprives the surveyor ot legitimate fees, and is so fertile 
in error, so dangerous to the established streel lines and lines defining 
private property, as to demand attention and rebuke. It is that oi or- 
dering a survey of a single lot, perhaps at a corner, perhaps in t he mid- 
dleof along square, and afterward erectmg a block ot from <> to j> 
buildings upon the basis of this one survey. The houses, being sepa- 
rated by party-walls upon what is supposed to be the lot linos, arc Bold 
as having the true and correct frontage of the lots which they arc sup- 
posed to occupy ; whereas the center of the wall is seldom found upon 
the lot line, which not infrequently passes through the open rooms oi 
the adjoining houses. 

On the recent survey of a lot of L6 feet frontage, in the middle oi a 
square 000 feet long, the surveyor was informed by the owner that from 
this single survey a block of 19 buildings would be erected. The survey 
involved fixing the corners of two other squares; and an aggregate meas- 
urement of over half a mile of lines, and yet but one lee COttld be ex- 
acted for this labor. 

Instances are known where blocks, comprised of from 4 to 10 houses 
each, have been erected in this city during the past year without surveys. 

This inexcusable negligence adds to the future labors of the surveyor, 
tends to obliterate street and property lines, and, necessarily, leads to 
litigation. 

But one remedy suggests for this, which is, to require evidence that 
each lot has been properly surveyed before granting the permit for build- 
ing. 

CORNER STONES. 

In 1795, the original survey of the city being completed, corner-stones 
had been erected at the several angles of each square, these stones con 
stituting the datum points for future surveys. In the progress of im- 
provements most of these original landmarks have been lost, and n<> 
record is to be found of the relation of buildings erected on corners to 
the corner-stones, although such records were, doubtless, kept by the 
surveyor. 

Ten years ago many of the stones could be found in place, and the 
work of surveying was comparatively easy: but in the subsequent im- 
provement of streets they have been thoughtlessly removed by contract- 
ors, who doubtless were ignorant of their value. In many instances, 
whore they would now be of great importance, the excavation ot me 
street slope has been carried to a distance just sufficient to displace tne 
stone, thus leaving many squares without lixed known monuments, 
other cases the stones have been carefully laid aside, and wooden fence. 
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posts carelessly erected in their places, rendering it difficult, or impossi- 
ble, to define street lines or corners with exactness. 

Such cases evidence an ignorance of the value of landmarks, or a 
willful disregard of the rights of others, that is really surprising. 

In this connection, I have respectfully to ask that means be adopted 
to fix the location of any stones remaining, and that their removal or 
disturbance, until the surveyor has located their position by reference 
points, be strictly forbidden, attaching a severe penalty for any infrac- 
tion of the order. 

My annual report for 1S77 contained suggestions relating to the re - 
establishment of corners of squares; later experience has fully demon- 
strated the necessity and propriety of those suggestions. 

The absence of records and notes of surveys made by my predeces- 
sors proves ;i serious embarrassment to the performance of field duties 
thai cannot be appreciated without actual experience. That large num- 
bers of plats, survey-sheets, notes of survey.and books have been taken 
trom this office, and arc now in existence in the hands of private per- 
sons, is beyond question. 

The plea that these records and notes "are private property, made for 
private information," when the paper upon which they are made and 
the services of those who made them were paid for by the District gov- 
ernment, is too subversive of law and morals to require comment. 

In conclusion, T beg leave to repeat part of the last animal report : 
"I cannot but call your attention to the inadequacy of the compensa- 
tion of the surveyor, as compared with the arduous duties and heavy 
responsibilities attaching to his office," and to say that in that report the 
reasons given why "the status of the office" should "be established 
upon a more reasonable and equitable basis " exist to-day, and require 
no amplification here. 

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. A. PARTRIDGE, 

tiunryor District of Columbia, 

Maj. W. J. Twining, V. S. A., 

Engineer Commissioner of the District of Columbia. 



Estimate of expenses for conducting the office of the surveyor of the District 
of Columbia for the eighteen months ending June 30, 1880. 

For the six months ending Juno 30, 1879: 

Books, stationery, fuel, and other contingencies.. 3 950 

Salaries of surveyor and employes . 



■ m m m , 



Total for six months ending June 30, 1879 4 ' 415 

For fiscal year ending June 30, 1880 : 93Q 

fiotVks, stationery, fuel, and other contingencies • 7 ^ 

s ;ilaries of surveyor and employes ' 

8 830 

Total for fiscal year ending June 30, 1880 / , 

4 415 

gjx months ending June 30, 1879 g' H30 

fiscal year ending June 30, 1880 ' 

13 245 

Total for eighteen mouths 
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Estimate for field operations recommended in annual report of November, 

1878. 

Forre-establishing corner-stones to squares and for defining the boundary... 16,000 
For continuation of surveys in Georgetown ' " ,u 

Total for field operations 11,000 

13 245 

For surveyor's office proper n'onn 

Forlield operations x ' 

•24, 245 

Respectfully submitted. ^ ^ pABTEIDGE 

Surveyor of the District of Columbia. 



Appendix 84. 
report of the parking commission 

Washington, D. C, November 11, 1&78. 

Sir: In accordance with your request, the parking commission trans- 
mit the following report of operations from November 1, 1877 (the date 
of last report), to June 30, 1878. 

During that time 2,790 trees have been planted, 02 old decaying trees 
have been removed, and 511 holes or pits prepared for planting. 

This represents only a portion of the work performed. The labor re- 
quired in the ordinary care and keep of the trees already planted, now 
numbering nearly 50,000; the repairs of tree-boxes; pruning and dress- 
ing trees infected with insects; mowing and weeding parkings and 
reservations; the cost of material for securing trees — nails, stakes, &c— 
form a large amount of the expenditures of the commission. 

We also submit, as requested, the estimates for the next fiscal year, 
as follows : 

For dicing and preparing tree-holes and for the purchase ami planting of 

trees f 15, 000 

Keeping tree-boxes in repair, including labor, purchase of* stakes, straps, 
nails, &0. 5, 00" 

For cultivating, pruning, watering, and general care of trees, parkings, and 

reservations, removing old trees and dtibrU 4 >JJJ~ 

Paving around trees 1,000 

Whitewashing t ree-boxes (one coal )...[!."*.!!.".*!".*-.""!".."*."".*]! l » ^ 00 

In all 96,fl00 

It is impossible to foresee the necessities that may arise, involving 
additional expenses; for example, the severe storms of the 5th, 0th, aim 
10th days of last August resulted in wide-spread injury to the trees ami 
tree-boxes throughout all parts of the city. Many hundreds of trees 
were prostrated, and several thousands of boxes were more or less broken 
and displaced. An extra force had to be detailed to repair these disas- 
ters, and although only a few trees were actually destroyed, the boxes 
were utterly wrecked. This occasioned an unlooked-for expenditure 0 

time" * 1 ' t> °°' FePairS 11Ut behlg ' WhoUy coll, l )k ' t(Ml to tlie l )iesel 

In many parts of the city great inconveniences to pedestrians arise 
from trees left standing in the sidewalks. Some of these old relics art 
isolated near the center of the thoroughfare, and should be removed. 
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They are mostly old, inferior, and unhealthy. They interfere with the 
growth of recent plantings, which now afford shade, so that there is no 
reason why these older and superseded trees should longer be allowed 
to obstruct the promenades and impair the regularity and beauty of the 
si reets. 

Notwithstanding that the holes prepared for the trees have been un- 
usually Large, and that the soil has been carefully selected, many of the 
earlier-planted lines show symptoms of having occupied the entire mass 
with roots. 

Over the most part of the city the streets have either been graded 
down or tilled up, so that the original loamy surface no longer exists. 
Where holes have been excavated in hard, sterile clay, through which 
roots cannot penetrate to any extent, the trees have no support beyond 
that furnished in the comparatively limited space originally prepared, 
and alter this has become filled with roots the trees naturally show 
diminished vigor consequent upon a lack of nutriment. This weakness 
is more conspicuous during dry summer periods, and will increase with 
time. 

As a remedy it is suggested that an extension to the excavation be 
made by forming a trench 30 inches in width, and of sufficient depth, 
between the curbstone and the pavement, extending from tree to tree, 
excepting a space of C or 8 feet in width centrally between the trees, 
as a means of communication with the street. This arrangement has 
been adopted on some streets, with evident benefit to the trees and no 
inconvenience to the public. This narrow strip will ultimately be cov- 
ered with grass, which can readily be kept closely mown, forming a 
larger surface for the absorption and retention of water to the roots, 
and, so far as it extends, adding to the verdant appearance of the city. 
The bricks now covering this space could be used at other parts where 
needed, and would materially pay for the cost of the proposed altera- 
tion. 

The tree boxes are a heavy item in the list of expenses. At least one- 
half of those now in use can be removed from the trees, as they are no 
longer required except as a protection from horses which are so com- 
monly left on the streets without attendants. When the trees attain to 
a size that supports are not needed, the boxes are decidedly injurious, as 
they prevent the trees from swaying to and fro with the wind, and are 
consequently unable to recover a perpendicular position, which their 
elasticity enables them to do if not counteracted by the rigidity ot the 
box. It is observed that those trees which are without boxes are not so 
liable to injury as are those furnished with these guards. 

We would therefore repeat a former suggestion, viz, that rings oe 
provided in the curbstones for hitching horses, and enforce the rule tnat 
no horses should be left on the street unattended or unfastened, xnese 
rings should be placed so that the trees could not be reached by animals 
attached to them. 

We have the honor to be, your o1t ^^j Se ^ ra g^ , rlH 

WILLIAM 
JOHN SAUL. 

Maj. W. ,1. Twining, 7 . 
Engineer Commissioner of (he Distriet of ( olumbut. 
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ArPENDix S 5. 
REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF REPAIRS. 

ENGINEER'S OFFICE, ^STRICT OF COLUMBIA, 

Washington, October 15, 1878, 
sip- I have the honor to submit a report of the operations of 'this 
om< tVo.n November 15, 1877, to June 30, 1878, mebm and also a 
supplemental report from June 30, 1878, to October 1, 1878. 

4he various repaid made under my supervision have been thorough 
and systematic; and a large amount of work has been executed upon 
the streets, alleys, sewers, sewer-traps, bridges, and tot-pavements of 
permanent and substantial character. As a sanitary measure, increased 
work Mud care has been mkm in cleansing the s1 reets, alleys, and sewers, 
and its effect has been felt in the healthfulness oi the city. 

SEWERS. 

The work of cleaning sewers lias been regular and systematic, and 
repairs have been made in them promptly when discovered. A large 
amount of work lias been done upon the various lines resulting from 
defective work heretofore done, and some from the unusual and destruc- 
tive force of floods. In this connection 1 would respectfully call your 
attention to the old culvert under squares Nos. 379, 380, 381, 382. It 
should be, during the cold winter months, cleaned, sewered, and filled 
up. Openings for this purpose (properly barricaded) might be made m 
the foot-pavements, thus not destroying the paved carriage-way of the 
avenue. It seems to me to be almost a necessity to make this locality 
safe and healthy before another period of hot weather. 

Several lines of new sewer have been laid by me during the past year, 
amounting to 3,800 feet of 12, 15, 18, and 24 inches in diameter. 

SEWER-TRAPS. 

The sewer-traps have been cleaned 12 times during the 11 months 
past, at the rate of about 42 traps per day, there being on an average 22 
working days in a month, and during the period of 11 months at 242 
days, making the total number of traps cleaned 10,1<>4. Many of them 
have been repaired with new bottoms and thoroughly purged with 
cement. Quite a large number have been found to have no connection 
with sewers. The traps were in proper position, with but one or more 
lengths of pipe butting up against solid earth. Such have been properly 
connected with nearest sewer. 

ALLEYS. 

The alleys, such as are embraced in the contract with Mr. Fowler, 
have been cleaned once every two weeks up to the 1st of September, and 
once a week during the months of September and October by special 
order of the Commissioners. 

The work has been satisfactorily performed, and few complaints have 
been made, and those for the removal of filth or debris accumulating w 
the intervals between the periods of cleaning. A very large number ot 
the paved alleys have been repaired since my last report, rendering 
them more easy to clean, and, therefore, in a better sanitary condition. 
Many of the unimproved alleys have been during the past summer free? 
troni filth, garbage, and stagnant water by filling and deodorizing witn 
tresn and heretofore unbroken earth. A great many heretofore anim- 
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proved have been graded and paved with cobble-stones, with center 
gutter*stone, upon a good bed of gravel, and I may safely say they are 
now in a better condition than they have been for several years. 

STREETS AND AVENUES. 

The work of sweeping and cleaning the streets has been regularly and 
satisfactorily performed by Mr. Wright, the contractor. A large amount 
of work has been done in repairing defective places, in both the roadway 
and foot pavements, occasioned by breaks in sewers and traps and 
water-mains, as well as bad washouts from heavy Hoods. 

Many of the most defective road-beds of paved wood are now about to 
be replaced by either asphaltum or stone pavements, which will make 
them more desirable, healthy, and durable. I have caused the inter- 
sections of many of the streets where the old and new grades did not 
conform to be sloped down so as to make the crossing safe and easy. I 
have laid a large amount of cobble gutters, aggregating thousands of 
square yards, the stone for which, as well as that used in paving the 
alleys, both in repairs and new works, has been obtained without any 
call upon the District for its purchase, having been gathered up in the 
progress of the work in various sections of the city, 1,500 loads having 
been thus obtained, of which 1 have now on hand about 300 loads. 

I call your attention to the accompanying tabular statements, marked 
A. B, and 0. 

Table A showing the cost of labor and materials, and the character of 
the work upon which it was expended, during the period embraced from 
November 15, 1ST 7, to June 30, 1878. 

Table B showing the cost of labor and materials, and the character 
of the work upon which it was expended, during the period embraced 
between June 30, 1878, and October 1, 1878. 

Table G showing amount of appropriations, general and special, and 
expenditures for labor, from November 15, 1877, to June 30, 1878, and 
from June 30, 1878, to October 1, 1878. 

A reference to this last table will show the several general and special 
appropriations allowed me in the several periods indicated, and from 
which it will be seen that there is an unexpended balance of $6,242.72. 
Very respectfully. 

E. M. CHAPES', 
Superintendent of Repairs. 

Maj. W. J. Twining, 

Corps of Engineers, TJ. 8. A., 

Commissioner of the District of Columbia. 



^—Statement showini} character of work and cost of labor and materials from November 15, 

1877, to June 30, 1878, inclusive. 



Nature of work. 



^yj^expanwMi of office 

^wcellaneouB expense* 

Ueaning traps.. f. . 
'I'-amnK sewers . . 
^Pairing traps... 

gPgJng and building sewers .WW .' .' .' '. .' 

( S ln « ftroets, avenues, and alleys 

-< streets, -utters, «fcc .... 

1J,, pfig hm*l.r tteTti ' &c '' with chain -- ang 

Total 



Labor. 


Material. 


$1, 857 55 
449 30 
8, 022 31 
5, 569 00 
946 41 
2, 051 82 
16, 770 07 
295 00 
1, 801 22 
88 12 










$300 74 
2, 813 20 
1, 367 96 




29 30 


32, 850 80 


4, 511 20 



Total. 



$1, 857 55 
449 30 
3,022 31 
5, 569 00 
1, 247 15 
4, 865 02 
18, 138 03 
295 00 
1, 801 22 
117 42 



37, 
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n— statement of ~ft£~| Jg»— m***M* *~ * 



« 

Nature of w ork. 




M:i1i'li:ll 


Total 




$1,233 M 
186 If. 
1,209 08 
2,758 08 
385 18 
728 88 
5,872 29 
1,404 41 




$1,233 56 

1, 209 08 

2. <58 1)8 
624 12 

1 , 746 95 
7, 129 87 
1, 404 41 


Salaries and expensis «>i " iUV ' _ 

Cleaning trapfl 

Cleaning sewers 

Repairing traps. 

Repairing and building Bewers. 


--...-.«..-. 

""$228" 89 

1, 018 02 
1, 157 58 




111 75 


731 28 


843 03 




18, 888 98 


3, 135 87 


17, 134 65 









Amoi 
£ 

Allow 



C— Statement showing amount of af^opriatwns ande^emditureforMor 
from November 15, 1877, to June 30, 1878, and from Jme 30, L878, to 
'October 1, 1878. 

loimt allowed forlabo ryi J55,00Q per annum, being prorata U>t7\ months 

rom November 15, 1877, to June 30, L878 1^4. ;" 4 

owance for extraordinary work requiring additional force 

Total allowance to Juno 30, 1878 27 

Total expenditures to June 30, 1878 85<J 80 

From which deduct salaries and expenses of office 1*861 •>.> 

Giving amount expended for labor 993 85 30, 903 25 

Amount unexpended 4, 6 U 0 Oi 

Amount allowed for labor from June 30, 1878, to October I, L878--#4j000 

per month, three months *g> ' K 

Allowance for extraordinary work requiring addil ioual force *> 

Total allowance to October 1, 1878 14, 318 12 

Total expenditures from June 30 to October 1, 1878 13,998 98 

From w hich deduct salaries and expenses of office 1»283 56 

t i A-) 

Giving amount expended for labor 12,765 4*<f ' _ 

Amount unexpended 1, 552 

Total amount of allowance unexpended 6»Ji8 



Appendix S G. 
REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF LAMPS. 

Engineer's Office, District Columbia, 

Washington, October 15, J.875. 
Sir : I have the honor to submit my report of the operations of tbis 
office and expenditures incurred from October 31, 1877, to June 30, 
showing a total expenditure of $102,128.50. . . |r 

Ihe law regulating the number of hours which the lamps in this W 
shall be lighted has been fully complied with by the Washington V»» 
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Light Company, and every facility has been given this office for the 
erect ion of lamps by the extension of their mains. The number of lamps 
in the aortheastern section of the city has been largely increased daring 
the past year. This was deemed necessary so as to afford light and ad- 
ditional protection to persons living in that section, in consequence 
of the many depredations which have been committed in that locality 
during the past year. 

A large saving has been effected in the lighting of the streets by the 
new contract made with the Washington Gas-Light Company, by which 
the price of gas and cost of lighting and repairs have been largely re- 
duced, being a saving to the city over last year of $18,000. 

The lamps have been extended as far as the improvements required, 
and the demand for lamps is now steadily decreasing, except in isolated 
portions of the city, where no gas-mains have been laid, and beyond the 
line of continuous improvement. 

I would respectfully request that the attention of the police authori- 
ties be called to the great destruction of glass, and often lamps, by the 
boys with a noiseless w eapon known as a " bean -shooter ; " and I would 
also respectfully recommend that the attention of the citizens be called 
to the waste of public property, and that they be requested to pro- 
tect the lamps in their immediate neighborhood ; and if they will not 
protect them, I would ask authority to remove the lamps and burners 
until such time as they will give them the proper protection. 

The size of the service-pipes leading to the lamps has been increased 
in size by the Washington Gas-light Company without cost to the city, 
bo as to prevent the great annoyance of dry-stoppage in the pipes. 

I would also call yonr attention to the large number of surplus lamps 
on seme of the avenues, erected and formerly lighted by the general 
government ; and 1 would respectfully recommend that they be removed 
and used for the purpose of lighting streets where lamps are needed. 

1 would also call your attention to the bad effects of granting permits 
tor the erection of awnings without a proviso that the street-lamp shall 
not be interfered with, in many cases the lamps are rendered entirely 
useless, especially on the principal business streets; and it is impossible 
toconvict those parties after arrest, as they hold a permit from this office, 
and the only way to remedy this evil is to make them remove the awning 
from the lamp. . m 

I would also call your attention to the great want of street-signs, llie 
present mode has become a source of great annoyance, as they have to 
be removed to clean the lamps, and the lamp lighter either breaks or 
misplaces them: and I would suggest that some other mode be devisea 
to make them a permanent fixture to the lamp, as they are ot great 
value to the many strangers who visit our city on account of the manner 
in which the avenues cross the streets. I would also state that there is 
still a large number of lamps which the city is lighting, and whicli prop- 
erly belong to the office of Public Buildings and Grounds. 

In Georgetown, lamps have been extended on High street to tne 
boundary. The demand for lamps in this city is very small, as tne gas 
^pany qf said city seldom extend their mains, except where a laigc 
consumption of gas is guaranteed from private sources. This company also 
reduced the price of gas to the District of Columbia, upon a request bom 
^ office, 50 cents per thousand cubic feet, which will be a saving ot 
£1,500 per annum, making a saving on street-lamps of the Distiutot 
Columbia over last year of $20,000. 
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k uttt m STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES FOR LAMPS AND GAS FROM 
TABULAE ^ TATr ™ B ^ R 31? 1877? to JUNE 30, 1878. 

Washington City. 

|86,001 4:* 

Gas for street-lamps 477 73 

Gas for District offices 42 35 

Gas for police court 55501 

Gas for school-houses 1,286 02 

Gas for station-houses 74 <, n 

Gas for market-houses 571 91 

90 lamp-posts purchased 00 

140 lanterns purchased.. "* 74169 

For service-pipe and fittings ;5;{ 

Repairs incident to improvement 

90,816 18 

Georgetown, 1>. C. 

9, 296 30 

(,as for Btreet-lamps 21 

Gas for market-houses m T,., 

(; ;) s tor station-houses r ~ lf) 

< ius for pump-house ' j.j - 0 

2 lamp-posts purchased 00 

86 lanterns purchased 78 (HI 

Glass and globes 12 4 00 

Repairs of tin-work 28 50 

Matches 1 <}4(j m, 

Salaries of lamp-lighters 

102, 128 66 
3 5:57 

Number of lamps in Washington. , '^.4 

Number of lamps in Georgetown 

3 'Ml 

Total in District of Columbia 

TABULAR STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES FOR LAMPS AND GAS FROM 

JUNE 30, 1878, TO SEPTEMBER 30, 1878. 



Washington City. 



Gas for streets $2^, 354 65 

Gas for District offices on 26 

Gas for police court f. ^ 

Gas lor school-houses () . 

Gas for station-houses *; * & 

Gas for market-houses ^ 

Gas for health office „ 

25 lampposts purchased r \\ 

53 lamps purchased - ~l' t~ 

Service-pip^ and fittings L 

Repairs incidental to improvement 

Georgetown, J). C. 

(ias for streets f2,73J J J 

Gas for market-houses '. J} or 

<i:is for station-houses ....*!... "JTI. t\ % 

<.as for pump-houses '. ". . " X 00 

14 lamps purchased c - 

I J lass and globes ......""!"" .*.*!!-"-'.* S S 

Tin repairs 4b *J 

Matches ggO 

Salaries of lamplighters ' 
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Estimate of 009 for public office* and streets, and repairs of lamps, for the 
cities of Washington and Georgetown for fiscal year ending June 30, 1880. 

for street-lampi and public offices $132,000 

Erecting new lamps and repairs 4,000 



Total 136,000 



Appendix S 7. 

SPECIFICATIONS AND SCHEDULE OF BIDS FOR LAYING PAVEMENTS. 

SPECIFICATIONS FOR STONE-BLOCK PAVEMENT. (BIDS OPENED AUGUST 

31, 1878.) 

1. The stone blocks are to be of durable and uniform quality, measur- 
ing on the lace not less than six ((J) inches nor more than eight (S) inches 
in Length, and not Less than three (3) inches nor more than four and one- 
half (4£J inches in width, and in depth not less than live and one-half 
(5J) inches nor more than six ((>) inches; all blocks in transverse meas- 
urement at the base to be not more than one and one-half (1£) inches 
less than on the face; but no block on the base shall be of less width 
than three (3) inches, and all blocks must be, in all respects, equal to 
the specimen blocks submitted with the contractor's bid. 

2. The blocks will be carefully inspected after they are brought on the 
line of the work, and all blocks which, in quality and dimensions, do not 
conform strictly to these specifications will be rejected, and must be 
immediately removed from the line of the work. 

3. Contractors will be required to furnish such laborers as maybe 
necessary to aid the inspector in the examination and culling of the 
blocks; and in case the contractors shall neglect or refuse so to do, such 
laborers as, in the opinion of the engineer commissioner, may be neces- 
sary will be employed, and the expense incurred will be deducted and 
paid out of any money then due, or which thereafter may become due 
the contractors. The blocks may be of any syenite or granite, equal in 
hardness to what is known as Quiney granite; but hard, basaltic stone, 
fchat will take a smooth polish under traffic, will not be used. 

4. All wood blocks, &c, necessary to be removed, shall be taken up 
and removed immediately from the line of the work. The subsoil or 
other matter is then to be* excavated and removed to the depth of twelve 
and one-half (12J) inches below the top line of the proposed new pave- 
ments, when fully rammed. Should there be any spongy material or 
vegetable matter' in the bed thus prepared, all such material will be 
removed, and the space tilled with clean gravel or sand. Care must be 
taken in excavating- to preserve the proper crown, which will be sensibly 
the same as at present where the street is paved with wood or stone 
Mocks. All holes and inequalities to be tilled to a proper level with 
Band oi- gravel only; such tilling to be well and faithfully compacted by 
rolling or ramming-. M . - 
. & Upon the foundation as above is to be laid a bed of concrete ot 
hydraulic cement, six (6) inches in thickness, to be made as follows: Une 
measure of best quality freshly-burned Bosendale cement and two ot 
cle ar sharp sand, free from clay, will be thoroughly mixed, dry, and then 
m ade into a mortar with the least possible amount of water; broken 
st <>oe or brick, thoroughly cleaned from dust and dirt, drenched with 
wa .ter, hut containing no loose water in the heap, will then be mcorpo- 
***** immediately with the mortar, in such quantities as will give a sur- 
[*»■ of mortar when rammed. This proportion, when ascertained, w 
be regulated by measure. Each batch of concrete will be rapidlj mixta 
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<n„i Ht WI and will at once be thoroughly compacted by ramming until 
and spread, ana .. th(i sur face. The whole operation oi mixing and 
^^ h 9 ^S^pS^ ™ expedition as possible, with 
SSKLrf ! ?ut«nX of skilled men No gravel will be used in 
the concrete butonly angular fragments oi stone or bnck, having rougli 
ace n d by fracture, and measuring not more fan two (2) inches 
Lgest dimensions. The upper surf ace will lnynad, ,xa,tlv 
SmSS with the surface of the pavement to be laid, and must be pro- 
; ' . ™ he ^tiou of the sun and wind until set. I pon this wil be 
, ' , of ane sharp sand, thoroughly dry and hot, one and one-haU 
finches in thickness, to serve as a bed for the blocks, which wiU be 
.,id iiiivftlv unon and embedded in it, with close .joints. Che stone 
hSdJSto belaid at right angles with the line of the street, with such 
crown as the engineer commissioner .nay direct; each course to beo 
blocks of an uniform width and depth, and so laid that all lonptnd.nal 
mints shall he broken by a lap of at least two (2) inches. When thus 
laid the Mocks shall be immediately covered with clean fine sand in 
proper quantities, and raked until all the joints become ailed therewith, 
and the blocks will then be carefully rammed to a firm unyieWing bed, 
with uniform surface, and with proper grade and crown. 1 here will 
then be poured into the joints, at a temperature of 300° Fahrenheit, pav 
ing cement of proper consistency, to be approved by the engineer com 
missioner, to be obtained by the direct distillation of coal tar, and to be 
the residuum therefrom. The cement required is ordinarily numbered 
between four and five at the manufactory. It will be poured into the 
joints of the pavement until the sand beneath and between the blocks 
will absorb no more, and the joints are tilled flush with the upper surface 
of the pavement. 

Schedule of bids reeelved and opened August X 1878, for paving Seventh stttot betweek D 

and Q streets, northwest, with granite blocks, ,)Y. 
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i 

2 
8 
4 

5 
8 
7 
8 
I 
10 



11 
12 
13 
14 

18 
16 
17 
18 
lit 

f 20 
21 

I* 

a 

24 
28 
26 



Names. 



Carmody, Simon 

Grleaaon, Andrew, and Ed. Kellry 

McMahon, E., and Green, J. C 

Ross. W. L 

Do 

Mohler, William II.. & Co 

Johnson, Jos., and Nolan, M. J 

Williams & Himber 

Taylor, Jonathan 

Kirby, Thomas 

NVitzy. Georire, and Joyce, Thomas 

Do '.. 

Do ....III!""! 

McGowan, M. A., and Downing, W. B 
Buckley, William, and AtLee, 5. V 

Kslin. Charles U 

Draney, V. M 

Do .IIIIIIII! 

Cranford, Hoffman ft Filbert 
Stafford. J. (> 

Murdoch. W. C !II!III!Iiri 

Bullock, (George A 

Aluams, U. B., and Camp. J. W 

Do 

Fn ll \ McNamee !!."".!!!!!!!! 

< V Hare & Brennan 

Birch, Henry 

Do..: 

Mcknight, j, "\v 

Hess, J. C 

McCann, Thomas 

e.uidet, Charles 



20, IBB aqtfftN yards 


granite Moon. 


Price per 
yard. 


Total OOSt. 


$2 37 


$47, 760 24 


2 61 


52, 596 72 


2 66 


58, 162 B6 


2 65 


53,402 80 


2 79J 


56,824 84 


2 68 


54,206 88 


2 c»n 


r>4, -jos 


2 70 


f>4, 410 40 


2 73 


55, 014 96 


2 7:» 


55, 418 00 


2 79 


56,224 08 


2 94 


50, 24 6 


3 25 


65, li>4 oo 


2 86 


56, 42. r . <io 


2 82 


50, 828 04 


2 68 


57,433 26 


2 87 1 


57, 939 70 


B no 


60, 456 oo 


. 2 9:{ 


59, 045 36 


2 97 


59,651 11 


8 02 


60, 850 04 


3 06 


61, 665 12 


3 12 


83, 074 24 


8 32 


00.904 04 


3 20 

a 22 


04. 486 40 
04, 889 44 


3 27 


65,697 04 


3 62 


72, 950 24 



Remarks. 



Richmond g»ntt«. 
Cape Ann granite. 



Richmond granite- 
Maine granite. 
Cape Ann granite. 



Special. 



Informal. 
I uformal. 
informal. 
Informal. 
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ssj B( [FICATIONS FOB A8PHALTUM PAVEMENTS. (BIDS OPENED AUGUST 

15, 1K7H.) 

1, The sand beneath the present wood pavement, and all other raate- 
i ml necessary to be removed, must be removed from the street; soft or 
spongy places, not affording a Arm foundation, must be dug out and re- 
tilled with good earth, well rammed, and the entire road-bed must be 
thoroughly rolled with a heavy steam-roller. 

2. Upon the foundation as above is to be laid a bed of concrete of 
livdraulic cement, six inches in thickness, to he made as follows: One 
measure of best quality freshly-burned Rosendale cement and two of 
clear, sharp sand, free from clay, will be thoroughly mixed, dry, and 
then made into a mortar with the least possible amount of water : broken 
xtone or brick, thoroughly cleaned from dust and dirt, drenched with 
water, but containing no loose water in the heap, will then be incorpo- 
rated immediately with the mortar, in such quantities as will give a sur- 
plus of mortar when rammed. This proportion, when ascertained, will 
be regulated by measure. Each batch of concrete will be rapidly mixed 
and spread, and will at mice be thoroughly compacted by ramming until 
live mortar appears upon the surface. The whole operation of mixing 
and laving each batch will be performed as expeditiously as possible, 
with the use of a sufficient number of skilled men. No gravel will be 
used in the concrete, but only angular fragments of stone or brick, bav- 
in- rough faces obtained by fracture, and measuring not more than two 
inches in their largest dimensions. The upper surface will be made ex- 
actly parallel with the surface of the pavement to be laid, and must be 
protected troin the action of the sun and wind until set, Upon this base 
nill he laid the wearing surface or pavement proper, the basis of which, 
or paving cement, shall be pure asphaltum, unmixed with any of the 

products of coal-tar. 

Where the pavement is laid adjacent to the track of a street railway 
"tic row of paving blocks of granite or syenite will be laid next the track, 
alternating as headers and stretchers, with a foundation of bituminous 
concrete, extending to the depth of the bottom of the sleepers. W here 
the pavement joins an existing wood pavement a three-inch pme plank 
will he set on edge between the two, and both pavements fitted well up 
against it. The stone blocks are to be of a durable and uniform quality, 
measuring on the face not less than six (u) inches nor more than eight 
8) inches in length, and not less than three (3) inches nor more than 
four and one-half (4J) inches in width, and in depth not less than five (;>) 
inches nor more than six (6) inches; all blocks in transverse measure- 
ment ;it the base to be not more than one and one-half (U) inches less 
than (ui the face; but no block on the base shall be of less width than 
three (3) inches, and all blocks must be, in all respects, equal to the 
specimen blocks submitted with the contractor's bid. The blocks will 
M * carefully inspected after thev are brought on the line of the work, 



necessary, will be employed, and the expense 
^lucted ami paid out of any money then due, or winch 1 1 .ereafte nsi> 
^me due the contractors. The blocks may be ot any svemw >oi 
Ignite, equal in hardness to what is known as Qmncy ? v «£ te \ ™^ r r> 
Baltic stone, that will take a smooth polish under traffic, will not oe 
used 
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itpinATIONS FOB LAYINC. A8PHALTUM PAVEMENTS. (BIDS OPENED 
' OCTOBER 19, 1W8.) 

1. Asphaltum pavements will be two and one-half (2.1) inches in thick- 
ness when compressed, with a base of hydraulic cement-concrete six 

'""' ti'!' sand beneath the present wood pavement, and all other mate- 
rial' necessary to I"' removed, must be removed from the street; soft or 

g p v places, not affording ;i Arm foundation, must he dug out and re- 

flUed with good th, well rammed, and the entire road-bed must be 

thoroughly rolled with a heavy steam roller. 

I pen the foundation as above is to he laid a bed of hydraulic cement- 
concrete sis niches in thickness, to be made as follows: One measure of 
bestquality freshly-burned Bosendale cement, and two of clear, sharp 
sand free from clay, will be thoroughly mixed, dry, and then made into 
a mortar with the least possible amount of water; broken stone or brick, 
thor hlv cleaned from dust and dirt, drenched with water, but con- 
taining no loose water in the heap, will then be incorporated immedi- 
ately with the mortar in such quantities as will give a surplus of mortar 
when rammed. This proportion, when ascertained, will be regulated by 
measure. Bach batch of concrete will be rapidly mixed and spread, 
and will at once be thoroughly compacted by ramming until free mortar 
appears upon the surface. The whole operation of mixing and laying 
each batch will be performed as expeditiously as possible, with the use 
of a sufficient number of skilled men. No grave will be used in the con- 
crete, but only angular fragments of stone or brick, having rough faces 
obtained by fracture, and measuring not more than two inches m their 
largest dimensions. The upper surface will be made exactly parol e 

witl. the surface of the pave nt to be laid, and must be protectedtjom 

theacti f the gun and wind until set. Upon this has e will be aid 

the wearing surface or pavement proper, the basis ot which, orpaymg- 
cement, shall be pure asphaltum, unmixed with any of the products of 

T Where the pavement is laid adjacent to the track of a street rafl- 
way one row of paving-blocks of granite or syenite will be laid next tne 
track, alternating as headers and stretchers, with * fo ^datoonof bitu- 
minous concrete ixtending to the depth of the bottom ot the <aoss-tie*. 

This fo lation will consist of small broken stone, clean, ^a^Jf^ 

and paving cement of coal-tar from direct distillation of the ™™*W*g 
usually numbered between four and live. The ingredtents ml . their 
relative proportions of this foundation will be such as ^ constatute a 
Wlid base, of broken stone, the voids of which are tilled W b fvmd . id 
paving ce nt, and must be approved by the Engineer Commoner. 

Where the pavement joins an existing wood pavement, a tin t-nwh 
Pine plank will beset oil edge between the two, and bo 1 l« « men* 
fitted well up against it. The stone blocks are to be of a du^and 
"nifo,,„ qua i5ty, Selected for this purpose, measuring ot the ace not ess 
"mi, six 6) inches nor more than ten (10) inches m lengtl . m not I ess 
"no, three (3) inches ma- more than four and one-halt 4 «) ''^ , 
*idth,and In depth, not less than live (5) baches ™r mo re tha , six W 
'flies; all blocksin transverse measurement «t /helmae tobe n t mo 
than one and one-half (1.1) inches less than on the ^.^^^must 

ue has,, shall be of less width than three (3 1 ™ 

Km all respects, equal to the specimen block • s,l,)ll ' , ;j . thev are 
factor's bid! The blocks will be carefully ™V«**f ^^witt- 
bt <mght on the line of the work, and all blocks which, inquaMJ ami 
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. a , 1n not conform strictly to these specifications will be rejected, 
mensions, do not contonn ^ rf fte wQrfc Contract . 

a,ld t si, such laborers as maybe necessary to aid 

the 5 SS* SrffS examination and culling of the blocks; and in ca f e 
the con actors shall neglect or reins, so to do, such laborers as, in the 
onku^Sof the Engineer Commissioner, may be necessary will be em- 
S d and the expense incurred will be deducted and paid out of any 
money then due or which thereafter may become due the contractors 
The blocks may be of any syenite or granite, equa in hardness to what 
is known as Quincy granite; but hard, basaltic stone that will take a 
smooth polish under traffic will not be used. 

SPECIFICATIONS FOR LAYING COMPRESSED ASPHALT BLOCK PAVEMENT. 
SPECIMLAU a (BIDS OPENED OCTOBER 19, 1878.) 

The asphalt blocks will be of a durable and uniform quality, measur- 
ing twelve (12) inches by four (4) inches by five (5) inches, and equal m 
every respect to the specimen block on file in this office. 

This pavement will be laid in every respect the same as stone block 
pavements, except that the blocks will be fitted together so as to leave 
no space whatever in the joints, and the filling of gravel and coal tar 
will be omitted. 



SPECIFICATIONS FOR LAYING GRANITE BLOCK PAVEMENT. (BIDS 

OPENED OCTOBER 19, 1878.) 

L The granite-block pavement will be laid on a foundation of gravel 
and sand, with tilling of hot paving-cement from coal-tar. 

2. The stone blocks are to be of a durable and uniform quality, meas- 
uring on the face not less than six ((>) inches nor more than eight (8) 
inches in length, and not less than three (3) inches nor more than tour 
and one-half (4$) inches in width, and in depth not less than live ana 
one-half (6J) inches nor more than six (6) inches ; all blocks in trans - 
verse measurement at the base to be not more than one and one-nan 
(U) inches less than on the face; but no block on the base shall be of less 
wiflth than three (3) inches, and all blocks must be in all respects equal 
to the specimen blocks submitted with the contractor's bid. 

3. The blocks will be carefully inspected after they are brought on tlie 
line of the work, and all blocks which in quality and dimensions do not 
conform strictly to these specifications will be rejected, and must be 
immediately removed from the line of the work. , 

4. Contractors will be required to furnish such laborers as may W 
necessary to aid the inspector in the examination and culling ot tne 
blocks; and in case the contractors shall neglect or refuse so to do, SUCH 
laborers as, in the opinion of the Engineer Commissioner, may be neces- 
sary will be employed, and the expense incurred will be deducted ami 
paid out of any money then due or which thereafter may become due 
the contractors. The blocks may be of any syenite or granite equal id 
hardness to what is known as Quincy granite, but hard, basaltic stone 
that will take a smooth polish under traffic will not be used. 

All wood blocks, &c, necessary to be removed shall be taken uj 
and removed immediately from the line of the work, The subsoil S 
other matter is then to be excavated and removed to the depth of tweP 
and one-half (12*) inches below the top line of the proposed new pav\t 



REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS OF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 291 



ment when fully rammed. Should there be any spongy material or 
anv vegetable matter in the bed thus prepared, all Buch material will be 
removed and the space Idled with clean gravel or sand. Care must be 
taken in excavating to preserve the proper crown, which will be sensibly 
the sainc as at present where the street is paved with wood or stone 
blocks. All holes and inequalities to be filled to a proper level with 
sand or gravel only, such tilling to be well and faithfully compacted by 
rolling <>r ramming. 

6. Upon the foundation as above is to be laid a bed of fine bank gravel, 
to be approved by the Engineer Commissioner, four inches in depth when 
compressed, to be screened from all pebbles measuring more than one 
and one half (1J) inches in their largest dimensions, and to be thoroughly 
rolled and rammed. Upon this w ill be laid a bed of fine, sharp sand, 
thoroughly dry, three (3) inches in thickness, to serve as a bed for the 
blocks, which will be laid directly upon and imbedded in it, with close 
joints. The stone blocks are to be laid at right angles with the line of the 
street, with such crown as the Engineer Commissioner may direct; each 
course to be of blocks of an uniform width and depth, and so laid that 
all longitudinal joints shall be broken by a lap of at least two (2) inches. 
When thus laid, the blocks shall be immediately covered with clean, 
fine, hot gravel in proper quantities, and raked until all the joints become 
tilled therewith, and the blocks will then be carefully rammed to a firm, 
unyielding bed, with uniform surfaces and with proper grade and crown. 
There will then be poured into the joints, at a temperature of 300o 
Fahrenheit, paving cement of proper consistency, to be approved by the 
Engineer Commissioner, to be obtained by the direct distillation of coal- 
tar, and to be the residuum therefrom. The cement required is ordinarily 
numbered between four and five at the manufactory. It will be poured 
into the joints of the pavement until the sand beneath and the gravel 
between' the blocks will absorb no more and the joints are fil ed flush 
with the upper surface of the pavement. Not less than five (o) gallons 
of paving cement to each square yard of paveinent will be required ; 
this quantity must be brought upon the ground upon the line o t the 
work, and whatever may remain after the completion of the .wort wm 
be the property of the District of Columbia, and wdl be hauled to the 
Sixth-street property-yard, at the expense of the contractors. 

SPECIFICATIONS FOR LAYING McADAM PAA EMENT. (BIDS OPENED OCTO- 
BER 19, 1878.) 

1. The road will be dressed to the proper grade and cross-section, 
twelve inches below the surface of the street when nmshed. 

2. The surface will be well compacted by rolling and ra n m g- Any 
mud or soft or compressible material in the road-bed will be removed, 
; 'inl the space filled with clean earth or gravel. , 

3. On this bed the metal will be spread in an uniform k£f 

(8) inches. The whole will then be compacted by rolling, and rammmg 
to such places as the roller cannot reach. . - d 

, 4. This base course of metal will be of broken stone ; f an ; haid ^ana 
firm stone which may be approved by the Engineer Coin m ^:J™ 
stone will be broken to pass through a ring three (3)in^esm^» 
*>y its longest dimensions, and screened torn all dirt and particles 

than one-quarter of an inch wide. - m«ta*1 four (4) 

. 5. On this baae course will be spread the top course ofmetel^ur < , 
'"«*«» thick, made from hard and compact stone. Granite, era] , 
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mmUy hard stone, mil be required for this top cour^, which will be 
S n to pass through a ring two (2) inches in diameter. 

6 The atone for this course will be screened, and entirely freed from 
, lu t I he finer particles of stone. Tins top course will be weU com- 
Sed bv rolling. On this course will be spread the top dressing db- 
K ,,;,„, the screening of the top course, in sufficient quantity to gm 
n ;m in ,i, thickness after filling the surface void spaces of the top 



SPECIFICATIONS OF THE PROCESS UNDER WHICH AWARD WAS MADE. 
MMl1 (BIDS OPENED OCTOBER 19, 1878.) 

Materials, proportions, machinery, and equipment for laying asphalt pave- 
ment, commonly known as "Grahamite," as proposed to be acne by >i. & 
Bold win ii Co.. upon streets named in their accompanying hut. 

We propose to laj theasphall pavement, generally called ••Grahamih;.' 
invented b\ E, J / De Smedt, manufacturing chemist, and laid by turn 
mi Fifth avenue, in New York. Sixth street, in Philadelphia. Pennsyl- 
vania avenue and V streets, Washington, and elsewhere. 

The following are the specifications: 

1st. Refined Trinidad asphalt. 

2d, Rea> \ pure petroleum oil. 

3d, Verj fine sand containing about 15 per cent amorphous carbonate 
of lime, or 10 percent, pure hydro-silicate of alumina. 

The Trinidad asphalt, whether crude or refined (so-called), as found 
in this market, is si ill very impure and contains from 20 to :r> per cent, 
ot impurities; therefore, the asphalt is refined and brought to a uniform 
standard of puritj and gravity. 

The heavj petroleum oils, as they are brought in this market, gener- 
al!) contain water, light oils, coke, and gummy substance soluble m 
water, and iu order to free this oil from its impurities, it is purified bya 
special treatment and brought to a specific gravity of from lo° toi-- 
Uanmo. and a fire test of 200° Fahrenheit. 

Bj the mixing of these two hydrocarbons, petroleum oil and aspha it. 
the matrix of the pavement called asphalt cement is manufactured in tla- 
proportions \ to 5 of asphalt and l of oil, according to the gravity of the 
oil, am) in such proportions as to obtain an asphaltic cementofa gravitj 

of IUK3 at W Fahrenheit and a tire test of 250° Fahrenheit. 

The asphaltkscement Is mixed with sand in the following proportions : 
From 15 to is of asphaltic cement with 85 to 82 of sand, the two ingre- 
dient* are heated seoaratel^ at about 300° Fahrenheit, and the mixing 
is performed in a twin pug-mill, being measured in proper proportions 
in means of vessels suspended abov e on movable pulleys; this appa- 
ratus secures a thorough and homogeneous mixture. 

The asphalt, having been prepared in the manner thus indicated, w 
laid on the foundation in two eoats. 

The first eoat of one half inch thickness, called protecting coat, mirin 
i chei in asphaltic cement and max be consolidated simply by 
rolling with iron or stone rollers weiriunjr about i.ihh* pounds or halt 
a ton. ... 

On this first asphalt coat is then oarefnlh spread xvith iron ttSk*J $f 

trnal finishing coat, prepared as above indicated, which is brought to 

t :a ground in heated cans at about Fahrenheit : the spread asphalt, 

exceeding h\ about two-fifths the ultimate thickness repaired, ts then 
c .v.pa, fed h\ ramming with iron pestles kept sufficiently hot » l K,lta ' 
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ble furnaces to prevent the asphalt from sticking to the rammers, and 
also to prevent a too rapid cooling of the asphalt. 

Alter the ramming hot smoothing-irons are passed over the surface in 
oidcr to close the grains on the top ; and after finished so far, hydraulic 
cement is spread on the surface and the pavement is then rolled with 
heavy rollers. The consolidation may also be effected with heavy iron 
steam rollers. We prefer the method before stated of ramming and 
rolling, but it desired will use a heavy steam roller as the Commission- 
ers may direct. 

In order to make the gutters which are consolidated but little by traffic 
entirely impervious to water, the whole length, 12 inches, will be coated 
with hot pure asphalt and smoothed with hot smoothing-irons, in order 
to saturate the pavement to a certain depth with an excess of asphalt. 

The machinery required for the above work consists of — 

1. Engine and boiler, 20 horse-power. 

2. Improved mixers. 

Sand-burners, for drying and heating, set in brick-work. 

4. Asphalt refiners. 

5. Rollers, rammers, furnaces, hot carts. 

6. Other small tools, sutlieient to lay 1,800 yards per day 
of 00 or 05 workmen. 

We guarantee that the District will not be subjected to the payment 
of any claim or royalty or other charge, based upon any alleged infringe- 
ment of any patent _ , T 

Our works are located on North Capitol street, between K and L. 

J. S. BALDWIN & CO. 
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Names of contract- 
ors. 


G. L. Sheriff 


L. P. Wright 

Henry Himber 

Davis & Murphy. . 

do 


Himber <fc"Williams 
King &. Long 

James Gannon 

William H. Wylie 
J ohn J. Danaher. . 

Patrick Maloney.. 




1877. 
Mar. 31 
May 10 

July 20 


Sept. 22 

Oct. 23 
Oct. 22 

Oct. 26 

Oct. 27 


Oct. 29 
Nov. 15 


U03J0 ox 1 
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Names of contractors. 


Andrew G leason and 
Edward Kelly. 

William C. Murdock 




Date. 


Aug. 13. 1878 
Bept 13. 1878 
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Table No. 6. — Schedule of proponed improvements for completion of sundry avenues and 
streets in the cities of Washington and Georgetown, D. C. 



Street or avenue. 



Canal 

New Jersey aTeane — 

Snnth Capitol 

North Capitol 

M north 

Boundary north 

First east 

Delaware avenue 

G north 

D north 

BealL, Georgetown 

Dunbarton, Georgetown 

Pennsylvania avenue . . 

Tenth west 

C south 

B north* 

1 north 

Thirteenth west 

Do 

N north 

Vermont avenue 

, Do 

C south 

V north 

N< w Jersey avenue 
New Hampshire avenue 

New York avenue 

Twenty-second west . . . 

Third east 

Sixth east 

Do 

F north 

Virginia avenue south . . 



Limits. 



B to M south. 
1 to M south . 



BtoS south 

K to Boundary north — 
New York avenue to 

First east. 
Sixth west to Second 

east. 

K to NYw York avenue 
north. 

H to M north 

North Capitol to Fifth 
east. 

Delaware avenue to Sec- 
ond east. 

High to Monroe 

Congress to Washing- 
ton. 

First to Fifteenth 

North Capitol to First 
east. 

B to Maryland avenue 
south. 

Ninth to Thirteenth-and- 
a-half west. 

Vermont a venue toPenn- 
sylvania avenue. 

Seventeenth to Pennsyl- 
vania, avenue west. 

P to R north 

R to Boundary north 

Twenty - seeond to 
Twenty-third west. 

P to R west 

R to Boundary west 

New Jersey avenue to 
First west. 

Seeond to Sixth east 

N to Boundary west 

i± to Sixteenth north- 
west . 

North Capitol to Bound- 
ary. 

M to Massachusetts 

avenue north. 
Virginia avenue to M 

south. 

Pennsylvania avenue to 

Smith Carolinaavenue 

south. 
South Carolina avenue 

to K south. 
Maryland avenue east to 

Second east. 
South CapltOl to Fourth 

east. 



All parts of Washing- 
ton and Georgetown. 



Proposed improvement. 



Grade the entire width of street 

Grade, gravel, and sidewalk, and con- 
tinuation of sewer main. 

Grade, gravel, and sidewalk 

do 

do 



Grade, gravel roadway, and sidewalk 
on south side. 

Grade, till over 6-foot sewer to Bound- 
ary street. 

Grade 

Grade and sidewalk between North 
Capitol and Delaware avenue. 

Grade, gravel, and sidewalks 



Gravel and gutters. 



Grade, gravel, and sidewalks 



Relay sidewalks 
.'do 



Grade, gravel, and sidewalks 

do 

Paved with asphaltum 

do 



Grade and concrete carr iageway 
Grade and gravel carriageway ... 
Repair gap in hlling 



Grade and concrete carriageway . 
Grade and McAdam carriageway 
Grade 



.do 



Grade, gravel, and sidewalks 

Grade, gravel, and sidewalks to T . 



Grade 

Grade, gravel, and sidewalks 

Grade blue rock pavement and side- 

Well rt H. 

Complete concrete carriageway 



Complete McAdam 

Grading, curbing, gutters, footwalks, 
and gravel carriageway. 

Curb gutters, footwalks, and gravel 
carriageway. 

Repair of Tiber arch and construc- 
tion of overflow. 

Constructionof auxiliary mam sewers 

Extension of lateral sewers 



Estimated 
cost. 



$84, 145 60 
19, 955 46 

29, 333 65 
12, 452 40 
12, 146 52 

12, 729 60 

10, 900 00 

6, 208 74 

5, 511 66 

6, 023 50 

2, 154 60 
2, 608 20 

14, 841 00 
397 95 

4, 991 92 

9, 487 51 

27,' 943 26 

17, 748 00 

12, 260 90 
5,752 92 
2, 885 50 

16, 871 53 
21, 606 85 
19, 950 00 

4, 370 00 
16, 417 89 

15, 069 45 

18, 375 00 
14, 871 11 

7, 700 73 
7, 323 11 

6, 271 20 
10, 061 84 
11, 456 48 

13, 000 00 

400,000 00 

30, 000 00 



913, 824 08 



* Sixteen feet width of railroad track deducted. 
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T.-BEPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF PROPERTY. 

Engineer's Office, District of Columbia, 

Washington, November 4, 1878. 

Gentlemen : I have the honor to transmit herewith the report of the 
superintendent of property from November 1, 1877, to June 30, 1878, re- 
spectfully inviting- attention to the recapitulation, as follows, viz : 

Total to be accounted for ^JS'SSJ 

Amount Issued 1()1 -' 43 4> 

Balance remaining on hand 42,241 45 

A large amount of the construction material issued has been furnished 
property-owners on permit work, and issued from amount on hand at 
the property yards, with the exception of certain sizes of sewer pipe, 
which the District were out of, and had to be purchased. 
Very respectfully, 

E. B. TOWNSEND, 
Superintendent of Property. 

The Hon. COMMISSIONERS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 



Class I. — Stationery. 
Total as per invoices 



Issued to — 

Commissioners 

Engineer department J ,r> ~ 30 

Water department 350 43 

Auditor 127 17 

Treasurer 84 24 

Collector 277 37 

Attorney 181 73 

Surveyor 204 14 

Public schools 2,017 49 

Fire department 67 54 

Police court 163 13 

Washington Asylum 65 33 

Coroner ' 25 21 

Assessors 585 21 

Register of w ills 20 00 



5,141 57 

Class 2. — Blank form* and printing. 

Total as per invoices $3, 747 98 

Issued to — 

Commissioners lf>9 58 

Engineer department ...... 360 15 

Water department ! ."..T.*.! 204 39 

Auditor mmm 146 43 

Treasurer " . 59 24 

Colleetor \\] 55 15 

Attorney *.*".* \ . . ." ! .. ." " 1, 082 77 

Surveyor 800 

District offices ' m 93 25 

Public schools '. " ".". 1, 149 1«> 

Fire department 319 01 

Police court . 37 60 

Washington Asylum 7 50 

Assessors [ 35 25 

Parking commission ".*.". ". ". . ".".". . .*.". ". \ 20 50 



3, 747 98 
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Class 3.— School books and supplies. 

Total as per invoices $1,841 67 

Issued to — 

Public schools 1, 841 67 

Class 4. — Furniture. 

Total as per invoices 4,489 89 

Issued to — 

Commissioners 52 42 

Engineer department 193 09 

Water department 118 76 

Attorney 80 96 

District offices 32 70 

Public schools 3, 517 03 

Fire department 412 53 

Police court 2 75 

Washington Asylum 79 65 

4, 489 89 

Class 5. — Hardware. 

* 

Total as per invoices $19,098 88 

Issued to — 

Western Market 6 ()0 . 

Engineer department J; r> 

Water department 13,832 73 

Collector 19 66 

Attorney 30 30 

Surveyor 80 

District offices 8b hl 

Public schools 2,003 59 

Fire department J; 

Police court i)l H1 

Washington Asylum *> ^ 9 ™ 

Fire-alarm telegraph **' ' yj 

19, 098 88 

Class 6. — Groceries and provisions. 

Total as per invoices $7,800 30 

Issued to — Q 

Engineer department ^ ~l 

Water department V 2 

Attorney 1 40 

gnbuc schools" !!".".;".*.."."*"*.""//.!!! JJ J* 

gre department T * 

Washington asylum 4,5 

7,800 30 

Class 7.— Dry goods, clothing, and notions. 

Total as per invoices 177 77 

Issued to— ,« 

Connrnssioneii 0 ' 4 57 

Engineer department j 'r () 

department loo 

WseK 

department 1 k 

L oUc * court fi 09 ] in 

* ashington Asylum 2 ' ° J4 

2, 177 77 
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Class 8.— Boots and shoes. 

Total as per invoices ^ 9oQ 50 

Issued to— 29 rf) 

Engineer department o. 21 , ft 

Washington Asylum _____ 

950 50 

Class 9.— Saddlery. 

Total as per invoices 96 

Issued to— 103 00 * 

Commissioners ' f 

Engineer department J'J 

Water department SO 

Surveyor.. . 

District omees qoi ni 

Fire department _'i 74 

Police court o f' 0 JJ 

Washington Asylum * )J 44 

1,500 % 

Class 10. — Drugs, chemicals, and paints. 
Total as per invoices $2, 020 ;>3 

Issued To— L fl 

Engineer department Jz «\ 

W ater department *?o 

Public schools gj j* 

Fire department o m 

Police court * ™ 

Washington Asylum 

Fire-alarm telegraph *o9 8|j 

Parking commission * _ 

2; 020 53 

Class U.— Lumber and building material. 

Total M per invoices $6, 183 79 

Issued to— 

Engineer department 1? 970 63 

Water department 283 16 

Public schools '35 44 

Fire department 426 03 

Washington Asylum , 1> 235 72 

Parking commission 1,523 21 

6, 183 79 

Class 12.— Forage. 

Total at per invoices $4, 331 76 

Issued to— 

Water Department 235 '33 

Fire Department 3,17785 

Washington Asylum i .'."* "..""!!!."*."!!*.* ! ./. ..'.'. Y.'.l. 916 ^ 

■ " 4, 331^6 

% Class 13.— Fretk and salt meats. 
Total as per invoices |3,788 59 

Issued to — 

Washington Asylum 3,788 59 

^3/788 59 
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Class 14.— Zee. 

Total M per invoices $108 75 

Issued to — 

District offices ' 68 15 

Public schools 1 15 

Fire department 18 60 

Police court 3 10 

Washington Asylum 17 75 

108 75 

Class 15. — Street-lamps, lamp-potts and castings. 
Total as per iu voices $1,756 24 

Issued to — 

Engineer department 1,635 79 

Water department , 6 50 

Public seho< >ls 1 50. 

Fire department 25 70 

Washington Asylum 80 7J > 

1, 756 24 

Class 16. — Fuel. 

Total as per invoices $5, 694 59 

Issued to — 

Engineer department 24 33 

Water department 1,579 76 

Attorney 25 30 

Survey fir 19 80 

District offices 711 55 

Public schools • 2,326 26 

Fire department ^ 

Police court 16° 70 

Washington Asylum 256 53 

5, 694 59 

Class 17.— Construction material. 

Balance on hand November 1, 1877 S 

Amount received W,1ZZ A) 

Total to be accounted for ?1, 607 99 

Issued to engineer department 1 9,360 o4 

Balance remaining on hand 42,241 45 

Class 18.— Miscellaneous, supplies, expenses, repairs, fa 
Total as per invoices ^ 



. . . a m m m m . . . . ■ • • I 



Issued to — 

Water department 2 ' o? 

Surveyor's department Q ™ ? J 

Dwtnct offices 2,077 g4 

Public schools , S?2S 

^department 

Police court 185 70 

wasMngtonisyium:::: ::::::::::::::::::: *gg 

Superintendent of lamps *g 2} 

Ruling, livery, and washing _ 808 77 

11,743 14 , 

i 

• ■ 

i 



1 

* 
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U -EXPENDITURES BY THE UNITED STATES IN THE DIS- 
TRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Extracts from Executive Document 84, Second session Forty-fifth Congress, showing expemdi- 
tures from the national Treasury in which the private property of the District of Columbia 
derived an exclusive benefit <>r a joint h nefit with tfu United States. 

Page. 

14. Lighting ... $1,335,757 70 

17. Gas-fitting, &e. 40,999 78 

21. Improvement of Capitol grounds 1,634,258 51 

45. Grounds, Executive Mansion 269,071 27 

46. Watchmen, Executive Mansion 26,295 07 

48. Survey of land for a park 2, 391 31 

49. Underdraining grounds 994 21 

60. Botanic Garden 177 , 6< 13 46 

61. Grounds, Botanic Garden 126,047 99 

62. Repairs. Botanic Garden 8, 005 f)4 

73. Survey of Potomac River 1,208 61 

89. Improvements of grounds, Agricultural Department 130,068 07 

105. Improvement of pounds. Smithsonian 10,912 50 

112. Columbia Hospital 470,134 51 

114. Columbia Hospital 538, 165 33 

115. Washington Infirmary 29,597 22 

115. Maryland Institution for the Blind 17, '251 97 

115. National Association for colored women and children 40,000 00 

116. Providence Hospital 6o,ihio 00 

116. Saint John's Hospital 25, ooo 00 

116. Children's Hospital 15,000 00 

117. Women's Christian Association 25,000 00 

117. Little Sisters of the Poor 25,000 00 

119. Columbia Hospital 256,795 64 

119. Transient paupers 203,285 15 

120. Relief of the poor 141, 500 00 

121 . Public schools . . . . . . '. '. Y. . 178, 588 51 

122. Washington jail 003^ 582 CI 

125. Penitentiary ^ ."-*.*."*."."-*!!.""!!."." "*"]." 601,656 30 

126. Reform School 221,056 42 

126. Support of convicts ! * * . . *. . .... . ." " " '. 105, 574 73 

127. Salary of warden of jail \ 22 1 386 44 

128. Metropolitan police ." . 2 864 073 29 

129. Circuit court-room \[ '\ ' ll' 156 00 

1 29. Court-rooms, City Hall \\\\\ \\\\ \ . . . 32! 496 26 

133. Washington A(jueduct 3 732 546 72 

135. Water-pipes and fire-plugs 168 275 44 

JJS' J7 re - er ^ im, % &c 5L594 (Hi 

130. Site for engine-house \q 000 00 

136. Maintenance of tire department ..!!** W W \\ 84/291 66 

137. Erection of engine-house "* ** 10 ' 000 00 

137. Washington Canal ** 150*000 00 

138. Washington City Canal 40' 000 00 

139. Dredging the canal 83 

139. Filling the canal 68 230 00 

143. Draw keepers \\ \\ m \ jJJ % 

143. Bridges over Eastern Branch 51' 999 00 

144. Bridges over Eastern Branch 24 125 02 

fir JJa ; v y-\ard and upper bridges 140' 723 40 

145. Bridges at Little Falls ...... -IV 916 57 

145. Navy- Yard Bridge ! J 540 13 

145. Anacostia Bridge ' m > 000 00 

149. Increased compensation of watchmen public grounds 1 050 00 

150. Employes of public grounds 1 pounds , 

152. Day-watchmen iq «17 50 

152. Watchmen at Capitol J' 7^1 25 

153. Laborers on public grounds. . .'. W 109 56 
53. Watchmen Reservation No 2 ...'.'.V:.".' V 876 55 

154. Watchmen Franklin Square.... 2 823 25 
U>4. Low grounds near canal 2, 500 00 
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Page. 

L54. Clearing snow from walk* $3,89:? 17 

l55. Hire of carta 31,031 87 

155. Manure 19,362 50 

156. Trees and boxes 64,446 25 

157. Tools for laborers 10,369 48 

158. Care of grounds 585,000 00 

158 ) 

to >Improving reservations 339,466 72 

L63. S 

167. Pennsylvania avenue 421,283 68 

167. Openingstreets and avenues 23,614 75 

167. raving Fifteenth street 12,527 04 

L68. Indiana avenue 29,499 79 

L68. Maryland avenue 9,000 00 

169. New Jersey avenue 36,728 90 

169. Fourth-and-a-half street 5,950 00 

169. Twelfth and Fourteenth streets 9,000 00 

169. Seventeenth streel 5,500 00 

169. Delaware avenue 2,000 00 

169. B Btreel south 7,979 50 

169. Fourth-street sewer-traps 200 00 

17(>. Improvements, art May 17, 1848 5,000 00 

Flagging sidewalks 18,994 20 

170. Maine avenue 1.857 62 

170. Missouri avenue 1,912 97 

171. K.isi Capitol street 14,991 88 

171. Virginia avenue 21,952 16 

171. sixth streel west 3,998 45 

171. Arch over Tiber Creek 5,000 00 

171. Executive avenue 25,219 25 

171. B street south from Sixth to Seventh ^ 5,983 63 

173. Miscellaneous improvements 

5, 265, 078 96 

174. Sewers under Pennsylvania avenue , 21,862 94 

174. Sewers under Fifteenth street 5,159 26 

L75. Completing the grades 15,000 00 

17f,. Loans of 179-.. 100,000 00 

175. Maryland loan A — 25,400 93 

175. Maryland loan Interest 3,250 00 

176. Maryland Loan li 200,000 00 

176. Maryland loan interest 62,223 91 

177. Holland Loan 1,499,300 00 

177. Holland loan interest 1,152,917 97 

177. Holland loan premium 

177. Interest on 3.bT, bonds.. 367,500 00 

Reimbursement of advances : 

178. For improving streets o 2m an 

178. For paving Fifteenth street qi'oSi «5 

178. For settlement of claims ©2' Si 7? 

17!). For work around government reservations 000 onn no 

179. Tor Improvement of avenues ' ™'nnn no 

179. Interest on city debt rr'on *i 

1«. ( lhanging Tiber Creek into a sewer. *»» £J 32 

185. Office register of deeds ^ 

90. Custom-house, Georgetown !> 

W0. Reconstructing bridges and market-houses S'JSK n 

190. Improvement of harbors Jf S 

191. Improving Potomae River S'nnn no 

91. Relief of eiti/ens of Alexandria ™ 

191. County jail, Alexandria o 

191. Court-house, Alexandria maw 01 

192. Salaries, District government T«'Jno ?n 

9i. Refunding expenses f r > f* £ 

98- Purchase of (fity Hall I'M 

IK Repairs City Hall ^,29 

; • Painting City Hall * JE £ 

UW. Salaries inspectors of gas and meters qiS'Isw aq 

}94. Support of Freedmen's Hospital fiS'SX no 

1^4. Expenses board of health.. . 178 ' 370 00 

21 c D 
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Report of the Commissioners 3 

A. — Report of the secretary 18 

B. — Report of the auditor and comptroller 21 

Appendix B 1.— Statement of receipts 24 

B2. — Statement of expenditures 25 

B3, — Estimate of office expenses 29 

C— Report of the commissioner of the sinkmg-fnnd 29 

Appendix C 1. — Estimate of amount for sinking-fund 30 

( 1 2. — Estimate of amount for interest 31 

(' 'A. — Estimate for clerical service 31 

D. — Report of the collector of taxes 32 

E. — Report of the superintendent of assessment and taxes 37 

Appendix E 1. — Statement of receipts, &c 39 
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Appendix F 1.— Census report and tables 41 
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6.— Report of the inspector of buildings 48 

H. — Report of the fire commissioners ~* 

Appendix II 1.— Report of the chief engineer oA 
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H 3.— Report oi fires - 

1 1 4, Report of the superintendent of the fire-alarm telegraph. 71 

I. — Report of the attorney Ji 
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I 2.— Report of special assistant attorney 7» 

K. — Report of the coroner y • a1 
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0.— Report of the judge of the police court 212 
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Q.— Report of the commissioner of the Washington asylum 

Appendix (,> I. — Report of the intendant ^gg 

i} 2.— Report of the physician ... oqo 
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